
Members of two Marine Corps League (MCL) 
detachments from Georgia and one from Virginia 
are successfully supporting a program that finds 
and treats Marines and other service members suf-
fering from Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) and/or 
PTSD (Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder).

The detachment members are supporting the 
program with their time, talent and treasure to 
assist a team of runners who have raised nearly 
$400,000 thus far to supplement funding for 
extensive and effective therapy at the Shepherd 
Center hospital in Atlanta. The center is a private, 
not-for-profit hospital specializing in medical 
treatment, research and rehabilitation for people 
with spinal cord and/or brain injury.

Estimates vary depending on the source, but 
generally agree that more than 300,000 current or 
veteran service members suffer from some level of 
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Marine Corps League detachments Support 

TBI/pTSd Treatment program 
By Randy Gaddo, CWO-4 USMC (Ret.)

Shepherd’s Men finishing their 911 mile run from Ground Zero in 
New York City to Shepherd Center in atlanta. Back row (L–r)
retired GySgt. Jesse Hamm, SSgt. Jason Greene, Maj. todd 

Moulder, Joe Deangelo (Ceo, Home Depot Supply), SSgt. Jamie 
terry, Sgt. angelo Salvador, Cpl. Nathaniel Beaver, HM2 Josh 
Mackey. Front row (L–r) GySgt. troy Campbell, travis ellis, 

retired SSgt. Jarrad turner, Sgt. Lionel Briseno.
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TBI and/or PTSD resulting from operations after 11 September 
2001—many have both simultaneously. Many veterans don’t 
even know they have TBI or PTSD until weeks, months or 
years after they leave the battlefield. Sadly, the majority of 
these veterans aren’t being treated. Many of the reported 22 
veterans’ suicides per day may come from this group. 

Fortunately, a privately funded program called SHARE 
(Shaping Hope And Recovery Excellence) Military Initiative 
at the Shepherd Center is helping some of these warriors 
before they are lost—at a cost of about $100,000 per month. 

To help fund SHARE, an effort called Shepherd’s Men 
(www.shepherdsmen.com) started two years ago and has 
already raised nearly $400,000, with a goal in 2016 of $1 

million. A team of runners, mostly Marines, log impressive 
distances on routes hundreds of miles long; along the way they 
inform people about SHARE and raise funding.

MCL GeTS INvoLved

“This is at the top of our list,” says Jim Daughtry, District 
Vice Commandant for the Department of Georgia MCL and 
an active member of Sgt. Clyde Thomason, MOH Det. 1325, 
serving Coweta and Fayette Counties, GA. “These service men 
and women are suffering from TBI and PTSD, and they haven’t 
gotten the help they need from the VA. The SHARE program 
has a 100 percent success rate—there have been no suicides 
with veterans in their program. That’s the kind of program 
we want to support.”

The SHARE Initiative is getting a funding and logisti-
cal boost via the Shepherd’s Men effort thanks to support 
from Detachment 1325 as well as the Major General Warren 
R. Johnson Detachment 1311 in Woodstock, GA, and MCL 
Detachment 759 of the Greater Lynchburg, VA, area. 

Detachment organizers associated with this effort hope that 

this year more detachments along the way will get involved. 
The Thomason Detachment got involved two years ago 

after now-Past Commandant Mike Foran met Shepherd’s Men 
cofounder Travis Ellis at a Toys For Tots collection event. “He 
told me about the SHARE program and what they were doing 
with the Shepherd’s Men,” Foran says. 

“I was familiar with Shepherd Center because I have a good 
friend there who was run off the road on his bike, broke his 
neck and is paralyzed from the waist down. But he is a remark-
able man, and through the Shepherd Center he can now drive 
his own modified vehicle and accomplish other life functions 
by himself,” Foran says. 

“So I invited Mr. Ellis in 2014 to speak to our detachment 
about SHARE and Shepherd’s Men. The detachment members 
were very receptive, and we donated $1,000 the first year,” 
Foran says. 

In 2015, Foran says, the detachment hosted two members of 
the Shepherd’s Men team as guest speakers at a Department of 
Georgia quarterly state officers meeting, and the state organi-
zation made a donation as well. “The Thomason Detachment 
anted-up and donated $2,000, and individual detachment 
members added another $500,” Foran says.

The lucrative fundraising effort was the brainchild of two 
men: an active-duty Marine gunnery sergeant and a patriotic 
and very involved civilian who together, in the Gunny’s words, 
“came up with this diabolical plan.”

ruNNING To SupporT oTherS

GySgt. Troy Campbell, who serves in operations at the 
Marine Corps Recruiting Command in Quantico, VA, is a run-
ner. Travis Ellis is a successful businessman who hates to run. 
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(L–r) Shepherd’s Men cofounder travis ellis; Jim Daughtry, Ga Dist. vice Cmdt, 
and Det. 1325 charter member; Det. 1325 Cmdt. Bill Stevens; Jarrad turner; 

Jon roxland, Director of Major & Planned Gifts, Shepherd Center Foundation; and 
Det. 1325 Past Cmdt. Mike Foran, Det. present a check for $2,000 to the 

SHare Military initiative in october 2015.  

Shepherd’s Men make their final approach to Shepherd Center in 2015 along with 
supporters who gathered 3 miles from the finish line to run in with the team. 
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However, when Campbell suggested to Ellis in 2014 that they 
run from Atlanta to Quantico to raise money for SHARE, he 
agreed to do it.

They concocted the idea after Ellis invited Campbell to 
Atlanta to tour the Shepherd Center as part of a civilian-
military interaction group. “I saw what they were doing 
with the SHARE Initiative and how much it costs, and I’ve 
always wanted to combine running with a charitable effort,” 
says Campbell.  “So I suggested to Travis that we run from 
Atlanta to Quantico to generate funding for 
the program.”

Ellis gave in to Campbell’s enthusiasm and 
that first year, May 2014, they raised $135,000. 
“We didn’t know what to expect,” admits 
Ellis, who owns and operates Mobilized Fuels 
Inc., a Marietta, GA-based petroleum distrib-
utor specializing in the mobile refuelling of 
private commercial fleets. “We ran from the 
Shepherd Center to the Marine Corps War 
Memorial, 684 miles, finished the day before 
Memorial Day and were guests at the concert 
on the Mall on Sunday evening.”

However, the need for funding continued, 
so, “We felt obligated to do it again,” Ellis says. 
The second year, April 2015, they ratcheted 
up the stakes and set a goal of $250,000, run-
ning 911 miles from the firehouse behind the 
9-11 Memorial in New York to the Shepherd 
Center in Atlanta. Twelve runners each 
carried 22 pounds of weight in their packs 
to signify the estimated 22 veterans’ suicides per day. They 
exceeded their quarter-million dollar goal. 

This spring, they plan a run from Boston to Atlanta; the 
goal this time is a cool $1 million. (See route map at www.
shepherdsmen.com.) Support from MCL detachments along 
the route is invaluable. 

“I think it would be nice if we could get every detachment 
on that route to participate and greet them in some way when 
they come into their area,” Daughtry suggests. “I believe that 
if they are running through a town that has a Marine Corps 
League detachment, that detachment should do something to 
support them.”

SeTTING aN exaMpLe for juNIor MarINeS

The Lynchburg, VA, detachment, chartered in 1991, pro-
vides a good example of ways to help. What they did for the 
runners there “just blew me away,” says Campbell, who is a 
Lynchburg native and the reason they got involved. “I didn’t 
even know there was a Marine Corps League detachment 
there until this happened,” he says.

 Terry Jamerson, a Lynchburg Leaguer, was the contact 
they needed to get the ball rolling. “Troy’s wife, Kristin, is 

the granddaughter of an old neighbor of mine and we have 
known her for a long time,” Jamerson says. “Kristin contacted 
me about their run from Atlanta and asked if we could give 
them some support.”

Jamerson and fellow Leaguer Steve Boseman took the lead 
in contacting other local veterans groups for support. 

“Terry knew I am a runner,” says Boseman, who retired 
from the Corps in 1970 and says he has run all but two Marine 
Corps Marathons since it started in 1976.

Boseman was asked to raise $500 and did 
so through a local Vietnam Veterans group. 
He, Jamerson and other MCL members 
helped set up hotel rooms, schedule speaking 
engagements, host a steak dinner and get the 
runners in front of city dignitaries for an offi-
cial welcome to the city. “The top dog from 
the Virginia Department of Veterans Affairs 
even came to welcome them,” Boseman says.

“We fixed a nice meal for them at the 
American Legion Post 16, and all the local 
veterans groups gave a good contribution to 
their cause,” Jamerson adds.

“This was the halfway point for us both 
years, and what they did to help bring this 
effort to light was amazing, especially for the 
younger Marines running with us,” Campbell 
says. “It was typical Marines helping Marines, 
and it was good for the junior Marines to see it 
firsthand. The Marine Corps League detach-
ments raised a lot of funds and reached out to 

a lot of people for us.”
In the case of the Woodstock detachment, raising money 

was their focus.
John Newport, Commandant of Detachment 1311, said his 

Marines have always had a good working relationship with 
the recon battalion in nearby Marietta, GA. So when the com-
manding officer and some of his Marines made a 10-minute 
presentation to the detachment last year, it hit home. 

Acknowledging that it was the wounded warrior element 
that brought out the emotion, the pragmatic aspect of the 
presentation drove the need for donations. “The presentation 
went into detail on how much each phase of the SHARE pro-
gram costs. We were astounded, so we gave them our support 
in the form of a check for $1,000, and we did the same this 
year,” Newport says.

It was rewarding for Newport to see the detachment’s out-
standing response: “It’s Marines supporting Marines, there 
was never any question about supporting it,” he says.

In 2016, the 12 men—nine Marines, one Corpsman, one 
Soldier and one civilian (Ellis)—hope to see more League 
detachments along the way. Most of the Marines are junior 
enlisted active-duty or reserves stationed with Bravo Company, 
4th Recon Battalion in Marietta. 
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terry Jamerson (r) from the 
Greater Lynchburg, va. MCL Detachment 

presents a check for $1,000 to 
Marine GySgt. troy Campbell. 
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“This effort allowed us, especially 
the young Marines, to see what the 
Marine Corps League does, and it 
sort of dispels the myth of veterans’ 
service clubs being passive and not 
part of the community,” Campbell 
says. “It’s just Marines helping 
Marines, and it shows.”

In Lynchburg, the MCL has held 
a “support the troops” rally at the city’s war memorial down-
town every Friday at noon for the past 14 years. “When Troy 
heard about that, he wanted to time the run through Lynchburg 
with that event,” Boseman says. 

“Newspaper and TV coverage was good, so it helped get 
the word out. It’s good for our detachment to show the com-
munity that we’re out doing beneficial things,” Boseman says, 
referring to the Lynchburg detachment, which has about 150 
members and in November will dedicate their own detach-
ment facility, bought and paid for from fundraising over the 
past two years.

“So for them to take the time to support the SHARE run 
was significant, but it is a program that undeniably deserves 
all the support possible,” he says.

hoMe depoT’S fouNder orGaNIzed Share

SHARE started in 2002, when the plight of one wounded 
soldier caught the eye of Bernie Marcus, retired cofounder 
and CEO of Home Depot and well known for his philanthropy 
at the Shepherd Center and elsewhere. After hearing of one 
mother’s attempts to get her wounded son specialized treat-
ment at Shepherd Center, Marcus wanted to make this option 
available to every warrior needing treatment.

“I get emotional because these young men and women 
deserve the best we can offer,” Marcus said at that time.

As explained on the Shepherd Center website, after conver-
sations between the Shepherd family, the hospital’s staff and 
Humana Military Healthcare Services, the SHARE Military 
Initiative began.

“We are filling gaps in the current military and civilian 
medical system that provides timely and appropriate care for 
some of these warriors who might otherwise fall through the 
cracks,” explained Susan Johnson in a 2013 article in the cen-
ter’s newsletter, Filling the Gaps. As Director of Brain Injury 
Services at the Shepherd Center, she has been working with 
these types of injuries for more than 30 years. 

SHARE treats service members from post-9/11 conflicts 
who have sustained a spinal cord injury or traumatic brain 
injury and associated complications related to PTSD. Their 
clients are predominantly from the Iraq and Afghanistan wars.

TBI is known as the signature injury of these wars, due 
largely to the devastating impact of IEDs (improvised explo-
sive device), also known as roadside bombs. It is usually easy 

to spot the physical injuries from these high-explosive booby 
traps. However, many times there are no immediate, external 
signs, no visible scars and no significant loss of ambulatory 
ability. But just because there aren’t serious external injuries 
doesn’t mean there hasn’t been serious brain or spinal injury. 

In a written report about SHARE, Johnson noted that, 
“Symptoms associated with this type of injury include 
deficiencies in physical functioning (balance and dizzi-
ness), behavioral functioning (irritability and emotional 
distress) and cognitive functioning (memory, attention and 
concentration).”

Symptoms are so numerous and random that it is often dif-
ficult to tie them back to the injury, and symptoms routinely 
do not always manifest themselves immediately.

SHARE provides a comprehensive continuum of care tai-
lored to the needs of each client, including complimentary 
housing for veterans and their families, physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, vocational therapy, speech therapy, 
therapeutic recreation, and legal, financial and psychological 
counseling, among many other programs.

All this is at no cost to clients or their families. But there is 
a cost: It takes $100,000 a month to keep the privately funded 
SHARE program operating. On average, only about 38 cents on 
the dollar can be recovered from insurance companies, accord-
ing to Johnson—thus the need for aggressive fundraising to 
sustain the program.  

“In 2016, we want to see the program doubled in size to 
serve more and save more,” says Ellis of the $1 million goal, 
emphasizing that 100 percent of the money goes directly to 
SHARE. “We would love to visit with as many Marine Corps 
League detachments as possible on our route from Boston 
to Atlanta. Anybody interested in helping propel us to our 
goal can make online donations through the Shepherd’s Men 
website.” S|F 
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More information about the SHare Military initiative can be 
found at www.shepherd.org/patient-programs/care-for-
us-service-members. For donations contact Jon roxland, 
(404) 350-7314, jon_roxland@shepherd.org. For more infor-
mation on the Shepherd’s Men and to see the route map, go 
to their website, www.shepherdsmen.com.

“This effort allowed us, especially the young Marines, 
to see what the Marine Corps League does, and it 
sort of dispels the myth of veterans’ service clubs 
being passive and not part of the community. It’s just 
Marines helping Marines, and it shows.”

– GySGt. troy Campbell
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