SINGAPORE
INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY

Publication: The Straits Times (Pg B2)

Date: 24 February 2017
Headline: New academy to become 'gateway

of rail industry”

| THESTRAITSTIMES | FRIDAY,FEBRUARY 24,2017 |

New academy

to become

‘gateway of rail industry’
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(SIT) in Dover Drive, Mr Khaw said
more than 15,000 workers may be
needed.

About 10,000 are currently em-
ployed by the Land Transport Au-
thority (LTA), as well as rail opera-
tors SMRT and SBS Transit, in the
engineering, operations and main-
tenance fields.

To support the expansion of the
rail network to 360km by 2030, as
well as improve rail reliability, Sin-
gapore has to grow the pool of engi-

neering expertise, Mr Khaw said.

“This makes the rail industry a
growth industry, whose employ-
ment prospects are almost guaran-
teedin the next decade,” headded.

He said the role of rail engineers
hasbecome more complex over the
years, and that SGRA will help train
anew generation of rail engineers.

The academy will allow aspiring
engineers and technicians to up-
grade and reskill themselves to join
the rail industry. It will also serve as
aresearch and development centre
forrail engineering.

0,000

Number of people currently employed by the LTA, as
well asrail operators SMRT and SBS Transit, in the

engineering, operations and maintenance fields.
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Size thattherail network will be
expandedtoby 2030.

ST PHOTO:
KUA CHEE
SIONG

SGRA chairman Cham Tao Soon
said several initiatives are already
under way. The academy is current-
ly working with SkillsFuture Singa-
pore and the two rail operators to
develop a competency framework,
hesaid.

The framework will allow SGRA
to better identify training needs in
the industry. It is also working on a
rail research and technology road
map that will allow it to develop so-
lutions to enhance rail safety and re-
liability.

The academyhas started develop-
ing a programme to help new and
mid-career entrants to the indus-
try enhance their technical skills
and expose them to areas such as
designand planning.

“In two to three years’ time, the
SGRA will become the gateway of

the railway industry,” said Profes-
sor Cham.

To facilitate the academy’s work,
the LTA signed two agreements
yesterday.

The first, with the Employment
and Employability Institute, aims
toattract, develop and retain the lo-
calrail industry workforce.

The second, with SIT and the In-
ternational Council on Systems En-
gineering, aims to provide pre-em-
ployment training as well as contin-
uing education and training pro-
grammesin systems engineering.

National University of Singapore
transport researcher Lee Der
Horng said it is timely for Singa-
pore to acquire the expertise to of-
fer training here.
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