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Citizens of the Year
are a couple of Stahrs

Philanthropist husband
and wife honored with
annual award at a
ceremony at the Balboa
Bay Resort on Friday.
BYHANNA FRY

orJohn and Blzabeth
Stahs, who on Friday were
‘honored as Newport
Beachis 2016 Citzens of the Year,
the philanthropic effors that
have defined much of thei lives
have been a abor of love.

More than 200 ity official,
friends and former honorees of
the Newport Beach Citzen of the.
Year Award artended a gala a the
Balboa Bay Resort Friday ight o
‘honor the Stahs’ long dedication
to various community groups.
and charites across Orange.
County

“The Newport Beach Chamber
of Commerces Ctzen of the Year
avard is presented anniually to an
individual or couple who has
served the Newport Beach com-
muniy for many years. The
awardIs “for the one who says,
“Sure, Il help — what do we.
need to do? And then does it
Chamber of Commerce President
Steve Rosansky said

“Ican' think of a couple more.
deserving than John and Fiiza
beth” he said. “They have spent
50 many years serving this com-
‘munity.The Stahs truly embody
the meaning of this award.”

When the couple, who moved
o Corona del Mar from Arcadia
in1972, found out in August that
they had been nominated for the
award the news ook them by
surprise

But, many attendees at the
dinrie said they knev it was only
matter of e before the Sahrs

SeeStabr, page 48

recetvedone of Newport »
Beachs highest honors. A
group offormer Citzons of
e Yea reciplents voted
his year o select the
Siahis fo the 201 honor,
ot thei record of -
Tanthiopy in the cty and
county.

s been aspecial night
anda spocl honot o -
Elzabeth Sah, B2 said
“Weve away done what
we needed io do or our
people”

Overth decades,the
coupl has taken on leader-
i roles and raised mon-
ey to support more than 30
ocal aro:cuurl,cvic
nd educaronsl nonprofic
organizatons, mclucing
he Newport heich Public
Library G Scous of O
ange County, UC Ivine,
Pacic Symphony, South
Contepetony s
monic Saciety of Orange
County Ars O
Gounty, Orange County
Viseum of Ar and Seger-
stzom Center for the Af.

“n Newport Beach. the
couple s known orther
ot 0 i Funds 10
help build the Main Library
311000 Avocado Ave.

't late 19605 when
he buiding was i ts

design phase,ciy leaders
wanied to gauge public
interest n the project be-
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