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WAUKESHA — The lack
of Amy Van Wagner’s DNA
on materials recovered on
the scene where Stanley
Van Wagner was murdered
played a key role in both
the state and defense’s
questioning of a forensics
expert on Friday.

The state and defense
probed Ron Witucki of the
Wisconsin State Crime Lab
on his peer review of a co-
worker’s report pertaining
to the blood splotches,
clothing and other materi-
als found on the scene.

The state has the burden
of proving law enforce-
ment’s conclusion that
Amy Van Wagner killed
her husband in their
Oconomowoc home May
15, 2015, using a .380-cal-
iber handgun before drag-
ging his body to the base-
ment and reporting his
death two days later. 

Although he did not per-
sonally review the various
materials recovered from
the scene, Witucki said his
work on the peer review
enabled him to address the
case. 

Witucki told the court
the blood on Stanley Van
Wagner’s laptop as well as
a stain on the floor of the
home tested positive for
Stanley’s DNA, but not
Amy’s.

Witucki said no blood
was found on a sweater or

various tow-
els that had
been tested,
according to
his peer
review of
his former
co-worker’s
report.

Witucki ’s
former co-worker found
two DNA samples on a gun
holster recovered at the
home. Witucki said his co-
worker was able to con-
firm one of the samples
came from a man, but
could not confirm the ori-
gin of the second sample.

The state asked if a per-
son could get rid of DNA
on clothes or other fabrics
by simply washing the
materials. Witucki said it
is possible to dispose of
DNA by washing fabrics.

Since the testimony of
the state’s witnesses has
gone much faster than
expected, District Attor-
ney Susan Opper told the
court she could possibly
wrap up the state’s case on
Tuesday. 

Though he did not rule
out the possibility that the
trial will run through
March 17 as originally
planned, Judge Ralph
Ramirez told the jurors the
trial might conclude earli-
er.

— Jake Meister, Freeman Staff
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The performing arts are a regional asset, enjoyed by residents throughout Southeastern 

Wisconsin. Let’s look at the math. Like $100 million for our regional economy. Or the 

thousands of jobs they create throughout the metro area. Or the 50,000 kids who 

a thriving community. Donate today at UPAF.org/donate
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support of UPAF’s West Side Initiative. 
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Van Wagner 
trial wraps up

first week

Rube 
Goldberg 

competition 
at WCTC

PEWAUKEE —
Teams from around the
state convened at
Waukesha County
Technical College on
Friday for a Rube Gold-
berg Machine competi-
tion. 

High school students
built machines that are
intentionally overly
complex in their design
but simple in function.
This year’s challenge
was to create a
machine that could
apply a Band-Aid in
many, many steps. 

The apparatuses
include a series of
levers, pulleys, ramps
and other devices to
perform a task. The
contest was inspired by
the complex machines
designed for simple
purposes by cartoonist
Rube Goldberg. 

Kimberly High
School students ulti-
mately won the compe-
tition, with a kitchen-
themed machine. 
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Pewaukee
man 

convicted 
in gun 

incident
WAUKESHA — A Pewau-

kee man faces eight years
of confinement in a state
mental facility after he
struck a woman in the
head with a gun.

Daniel Bachman, 40, for-
merly of Oconomowoc,
pleaded no contest Friday
to aggravated battery in a
plea agreement that saw a
count of disorderly con-
duct dismissed, and in
which both sides approved
a finding of mental disease
or defect. 

The plea agreement calls
for up to eight years of
supervision in an in-
patient facility when he is
sentenced; Judge Michael
Maxwell ordered a pre-dis-
position report due by an
April 21 review hearing.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, officers
responded early Sept. 12 to
a dispatch report of an
altercation in which Bach-
man struck a woman in the
head with a rifle. Summit
Police Chief Michael Har-
tert spotted what appeared
to be blood on the rifle,
according to the com-
plaint.

The women told police
the incident began when
she went outside to check
on someone yelling. She
said she saw a man, later
identified as Bachman, hit-
ting a utility box with a
gun. She said Bachman
pointed the gun at her and
when she ran, he chased
her. The victim said Bach-
man eventually struck her
in the head and back with
the gun, which eventually
broke.

Bachman subsequently
told police he had taken a
toy gun to a neighbor’s
house and shot her in the
head with it. He also said
the president of the United
States had “recently called
him and told him what was
going on in the area,”
according to the com-
plaint.

— Freeman Staff

Judges watch a Rube Goldberg machine designed by students from Waunakee High School.

Students from Wauwatosa West High School tinker with their “Home Alone”-themed machine.


