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By Dave Fidlin
Special to The Freeman

BROOKFIELD — A
recently emptied auto
repair center building on
the southern perimeter of
Brookfield Square could
give way to a hotel and con-
ference center.

The Brookfield Common
Council on Tuesday adopt-
ed a resolution that gives
municipal officials and
hired consultants the
authority to inspect a 9.5-
acre parcel of land that
includes Sears Auto Center,
115 S. Moorland Road, and
surrounding parking lots.

Brookfield Square
Anchor S, LLC, an affiliate
of Chattanooga, Tennessee-
based property manage-
ment firm CBL and Associ-
ates, owns the land and
could sell it to the city for
the potential large-scale
redevelopment project.

The council’s adoption of
the so-called access and due
diligence agreement fol-
lowed a series of maneu-
vers early this month. 

The council on June 6
hired Minneapolis-based
architecture and engineer-
ing firm Hammel Green
and Abrahamson to con-
duct an infrastructure, traf-
fic and environmental
study of the former Sears
Auto Center, which closed
in late May.

HGA’s services will cost
$76,664. The firm’s analysis
is expected to wrap in six to
eight weeks.

In a memo, Dan Ertl,
director of community
development, said he
believed HGA would assist
the city in making an
informed decision on the
property’s future.

“The HGA-led team
includes engineering firms
that are very familiar with
the Brookfield Square mall
property, have completed
work for the current mall
owner and/or are knowl-
edgeable of Wisconsin DNR
environmental rules and
grant programs,” Ertl
wrote.

“Because of this level of
expertise, and a need for
timely completion of the
identified tasks, city staff
did not secure other quotes,
but are comfortable with
the costs quoted for this due
diligence effort.”

Until recently, Hoffman
Estates, Illinois-based Sears

Holdings Corporation
owned the main Sears
department store and ancil-
lary auto center building. 

Both operations were sold
to the CBL and Associates
affiliate in a lease-back
agreement that gave Sears
Holdings a one-time cash
infusion, though monthly
rental payments are now
part of the terms between
the parties.

Sears Holdings, which
also operates Kmart, has
been closing scores of
stores in an attempt at stay-
ing afloat.

In April, Sears Holdings
announced 50 Sears auto
centers, including the
Brookfield Square location,
and 92 Kmart pharmacies
across the U.S. would close.

Last week, Sears Holdings
announced it would close
nearly 70 stores under both
nameplates, including the
Kmart in West Allis. 

The main Sears, one of
three anchor department
stores at Brookfield Square,
remains open. 

In other business
The council also held a

public hearing for a pro-
posed assisted living and
memory care facility eyed
on land at 16050-16100 W.
Greenfield Ave.

Dallas-based Cadis Acqui-
sition Partners has pitched
a 116,200-square-foot facility
that would comprise about
70 percent assisted living
residences and 30 percent
memory care accommoda-
tions. 

According to representa-
tives of the developers,
monthly rents in the com-
plex would range from
$2,000 to $6,000, depending
upon the level of service.

The city would need to
rezone the land to bring
Cadis’ plans to fruition.
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But rezoning
must come first

By Andrea Fencl
Freeman Staff

CITY OF PEWAUKEE —
The Common Council
decided it would allow gas
stations to sell beer and
wine at area gas stations
during its meeting on Mon-
day night, said City Clerk
Kelly Tarczewski.

Kwik Trip No. 396, W229-
N2086 Redford Blvd., peti-
tioned to sell alcoholic bev-
erages. Kwik Trip Commu-
nity Relations Manager
David Ring previously told
The Freeman that the loca-
tion seeks to add a beer cave
and wine cabinets with a
remodel of the Kwik Trip. 

Alderwoman Colleen
Brown stood in as mayor at
the meeting Monday night.
Brown said some of the
council members believed
that because selling beer,
wine and liquor wasn’t
allowed in the city that it

would be best to allow only
the sale of beer and wine to
start. Tarczewski previous-
ly told The Freeman that
for years, the unwritten pol-
icy was that alcohol may
not be sold at gas stations.
Brown said had she had the
opportunity to vote Mon-
day, she would have
approved the sale of beer,
wine and liquor. 

“I don’t know why the
city has had an unwritten
policy,” Brown said. “I’m
glad we’re looking into
changing it.”

Brown said there was no
opposition to the would-be
approval of beer and wine
sales at gas stations, but
there is more to the deci-
sion than the Plan Commis-
sion previously thought. 

Because the city isn’t
zoned for serving alcohol,
the gas stations seeking
licenses for selling alcohol
would have to be rezoned.
The rezoning would have to
be approved by the Plan
Commission before being
brought to the Common
Council for its approval.

Then the application to sell
alcohol would have to be
approved by the council. 

Ring said he’s hopeful
that Kwik Trip will have
the chance to receive an
alcohol license.  

“Kwik Trip is grateful for
the assistance of City Clerk
Kelly Tarczewski and the
members of the Pewaukee
Common Council for their
vote yesterday to allow us
and our competitors the
opportunity to apply for a
Class A license to sell alco-
holic beverages,” Ring said.
“This change in the ordi-
nance will allow Kwik Trip
to apply for a zoning change
and hopefully secure a
Class A alcohol license
which will permit us to sell
alcoholic beverages, pro-
vide our (City of) Pewaukee
store co-workers with
extensive alcohol sales
training, and offer our
guests the convenience and
product selection they
expect at their local Kwik
Trip store.”
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Waukesha County Automation Systems Technology students use robots in the Generac Lab
in the college’s Integrated Manufacturing Center.

New apprenticeship program
launches at WCTC

Mechatronics technicians support robotics, 
automation for modern manufacturing

By Ashley Haynes
Freeman Staff

PEWAUKEE — The
Department of Workforce
Development highlighted
the launch of a new Mecha-
tronics Technician Regis-
tered Apprenticeship pro-
gram for Wisconsin manu-
facturers during an infor-
mation session on Monday
at the Waukesha County
Technical College Generac
Integrated Manufacturing
Lab. 

The Generac Lab is part
of the Integrated Manufac-
turing Center and opened
in January 2016. The build-
ing is used to support the
automation system technol-
ogy program, the industrial
maintenance technology
program, and the engineer-
ing and electrical appren-
ticeship programs.

“We wanted to get all
those programs that inter-
act so much in the real
world all into one build-
ing,” said Mike Shiels, dean
of WCTC’S School of
Applied Technologies.

Shiels hopes that the new
mechatronics apprentice-
ship program will start in
the fall with around 12 stu-
dents. The program is driv-
en by employers. Compa-
nies will identify employees
that they believe are skilled
enough to advance to a
higher skill level. These
employees will earn their
paychecks, credentials as
journeyworkers and more
training through the pro-
gram. College credit will
also be earned.

“It’s a great workforce

development tool,” said
Shiels. “It’s really advanc-
ing the skill set of the
employees at the company.
They’re investing in both
the company’s and the
employee’s futures.”

The DWD’s Bureau of
Apprenticeship Standards
sought to address the skills
gap and training needs in
advanced manufacturing by
developing the Mechatron-
ics Technician Registered
Apprenticeship. 

The bureau is partnered
with various sized manu-
facturers from Waukesha
County and the region
including: Acieta, LLC,
Eaton, GE Healthcare, John
Deere, KHS USA, Inc., Kon-
dex, Midwest Engineering
Systems, Quad/Graphics,
Signicast, SMC Corpora-
tion and Waukesha Metal
Products.

Troubleshooting is vital
“Manufacturing is ever

evolving with technical
complexity that requires
our technicians to under-
stand mechanical, electri-
cal, hydraulic, pneumatic,
computer and control engi-
neering,” said Jeff Clark,
president and CEO of
Waukesha Metal Products.

Mechatronics technicians
support robotics and
automation technologies
used in modern manufac-
turing processes for electri-
cal, mechanical and elec-
tronic systems. Workers
typically troubleshoot,
operate and debug industri-
al computer and communi-
cations systems. These
highly skilled technicians

may machine metal and
other materials, fabricate
parts and weld components.
At some companies, they
also work in collaborative
environments documenting
work performed while sup-
porting facilities, utilities
and grounds. 

“The ability to trou-
bleshoot systems involved
in manufacturing and pro-
cess control is critical for
this occupation,” said
Shiels.

Within the Integrated
Manufacturing Center,
there are state-of-the-art
tools that allow students
and workers to learn with
ease. The actual Generac
Lab houses 16 robots and
other high-tech automa-
tion. There is also a manu-
facturing cell within the
lab, a CNC machine fully
integrated with a robot, and
robotic welders.

Mechatronics Technician
Registered Apprenticeship
training is a 5-year pro-
gram of no less than 10,000
hours, including 864 hours
of related technical
instruction available at
WCTC and other Wisconsin
technical colleges across
the state starting this fall.
Apprentices who success-
fully complete training
hours and competency
requirements will earn a
nationally recognized
industry credential and
technical college credits
that may be applied
towards an associate’s
degree.
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The Sears Auto Center at Brookfield Square closed last
month. The main Sears department store, far right, remains
open.


