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WCTC to host
trucking employment

meet-and-greet
By Ashley Haynes

Freeman Staff

PEWAUKEE — When a
majority of students consid-
er studying for a technical
career after college, it can
often be in a well-known
area like automotive tech-
nology or welding. These
students likely aren’t aware
of an industry that is facing
a major shortage and can
gain them employment in
minimal time. Across the
country, the demand for
truck drivers is at an all-
time high, and Waukesha
County Technical College
hopes to make sure its stu-
dents are aware of the
opportunity.

“Just in the area, there can
be anywhere between 5 and
10 job offers for a student in
the program,” said Mike
Shiels, Dean of applied tech-
nologies at WCTC.

He explained that a few
changes have led to the
more than 300,000 open
truck positions that are
available country-wide. For
one, recent federal regula-
tions now limit how much a
driver can travel at a time.
More than 80 percent of U.S.
communities depend solely
on trucks for delivery of
their goods. 

Shiels says that the com-
mon image people have of a
truck driver is no longer
accurate.

“So many people, when
they think of a career in
truck driving, they think of
a life on the roads where
they’re only home for the
weekends,” said Shiels.
“Things have changed a lot.
Now, you can be home every

afternoon.”
Potential students and

community members will
have the change to see just
how much things have
changed at a meet-and-greet
event. Attendees will have
the chance to explore truck-
ing employment, benefits
within the industry, net-
work directly with employ-
ers and sign up for classes. 

WCTC’s trucking program
comes to a total 384 hours of
experience. Students begin
learning how to drive on a
simulator, and then move to
a controlled course.

“We can simulate driving
in the rain and driving in
the snow,” said Shiels. “The
students really have a com-
prehensive take in learning
how to shift and drive.”

WCTC has 20 tractors and
trailers for the program.
Shiels says it is important to
make sure students learn-
ing to drive do so in a safe,

controlled environment
until they are confident
enough to take a truck on
the roads. Thinking about
safety is one of the main
characteristics that makes a
successful truck driver.

“You have to be real safe-
ty-conscious to drive a big
vehicle and confident
enough to do so,” said
Shiels.

The college’s truck driv-
ing classes offer certifica-
tion in 10, 12 and 16-week
formats. There are about
150-200 students who com-
plete the course each year.
The meet and greet event is
scheduled for Tuesday from
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the Service
Building Gymnasium, 800
Main St., Pewaukee.

For more information on
the truck driving program,
visit online at
www.wctc.edu/index.php.
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Brookfield holds fifth
annual Art & Spirit
Crawl next Friday 

BROOKFIELD — Brook-
field Village will host its
fifth annual art crawl on
Oct. 13 for an evening of
artists, spirits, food and
entertainment that touts
more than 50 artists’ works
for sale. 

The even will run from 4
to 9 p.m. on North Brook-
field Road near the historic
district between North
Avenue and Burleigh Road.
Nine businesses will host
the art sales and five artists
will demonstrate their skills
for the public. 

The crawl’s featured artist
this year is an award-win-
ning Wisconsin wildlife
artist named Scott Zoellick,
who is a Brookfield native. 

Several different craft
beer and wine tastings will
also be open throughout the
village to attendees over 21.
Biloba Brewing, Raised
Grain Brewery, Potosi Brew-
ery, Mobcraft Brewery,
Lakefront Brewery, Door
County Brewery and Water
to Wine will be at the event.
Unlimited tastings are avail-
able with the purchase of a
$10 wristband. Eight food
and dessert vendors will be
dispersed through the event
near the four sitting areas. 

Live music, featuring The
Stangs, will be in five loca-
tions inside and outside
during the evening. 

For more information,
visit http://villageofbrook-
fieldwi.com/art-crawl/. 

Public prescription
drug monitoring 
program

WAUKESHA — The Wis-
consin Department of Safe-
ty and Professional Services

has launched a public statis-
tics dashboard to provide
interactive data about con-
trolled substance dispens-
ing and the Wisconsin
Enhanced Prescription
Drug Monitoring Program. 

Anyone can access dis-
pensing data broken down
by county, drug type, drug
class, alert type, demo-
graphic and overall number
of patients with a controlled
substance prescription dis-
pensed by year. 

Wisconsin Attorney Gen-
eral Brad Schimel said in a
statement that the program
is meant to help with the
state’s drug epidemic. It will
hold accountability and pro-
vide transparency to all
stakeholders, he said. 

Contempt of court
charges filed against
Milwaukee man

WAUKESHA — A Milwau-
kee man facing trial for a
series of incidents involv-
ing his girlfriend was
charged Thursday with con-
tempt of court and intimi-
dating a victim after he
repeatedly called her from
jail despite a no-contact
order.

Luis Curet, 18, was
charged with five counts of
contempt of court by dis-
obeying court orders, intim-
idating a victim and intimi-
dating a witness; only the
last charge is a felony.

A criminal complaint out-
lined Curet’s history of
cases — bail jumping and
disorderly conduct charges
after an incident with the
woman in a Waukesha store
last July in which he
allegedly “bear hugged” the
woman to carry her out of
the store and discuss their
relationship; allegedly
putting a knife to the
woman’s throat in May, and
more — as well as a no-con-
tact order in place between
the parties.

But the complaint also
identified several calls
Curet made to the woman
from jail, asking for money
— in one case another
inmate allegedly called the
woman on Curet’s behalf —
and discussing their rela-
tionship; in another call he
tells the woman to tell the
court there was no violent
contact between them; in
yet another call Curet offers
the woman $2,500 to refuse
to testify against him, the
complaint said.
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Do you or your loved one suffer from Kidney failure?
We know how difficult it can be, which is why at
Star Dialysis LLC we strive to provide quality care
in the comfort of your own home. We want to give
you your time back so you can do the things you
enjoy most. Save the trouble of going to a dialysis
facility and receive great care from our dedicated
nurses. After all ... there is no place like home.

Call now and receive your free quote!

262-488-1530
https://www.stardialysis.com

Evangelical & Reformed United Church of Christ • 413 Wisconsin Ave., Waukesha 
262-547-2424 • www.uccwaukesha.org

257149001

Ham, Au Gratin Potatoes,  
Squash, Corn, Applesauce, 
Rolls, Milk, Coffee, plus a 
selection of Homemade Desserts.

Advance Adult - $10
(before day of event)
Adult - $12
Children (4-12) - $5
Children (under 4) FREE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7TH - 4 to 7 PM

(SHOPPING STARTS AT 3 PM)

254099004

FULL SERVICE

LANDSCAPING

Landscape 
Go To Guy

• Fertilization
• Lawn Reseeding

• Clean-Up
• Mowing

Free Estimates
Competitive Pricing

262-337-2600
landscapegotoguy.com 25

50
48

00
1

By Jake Meister
Freeman Staff

OCONOMOWOC — Police
detectives are conducting a
followup investigation after a
mother reported a man tried
to abduct her son while she
and her children participated
in the Oconomowoc home-
coming parade Sept. 29.

“At this point we’re inves-
tigating whether it’s an
attempted abduction
Oconomowoc Police Chief
and Public Safety Director
Ron Buerger said Thursday.

Buerger added there is no
reason to believe the inci-
dent was anything but an
attempted abduction.

Based on the information
the department has
obtained, Buerger said the
mother had  been walking in
the parade with her chil-

dren. While they moved on
Wisconsin Avenue near City
Hall, the mother became
momentarily distracted and
her 3-year-old son’s hand
broke loose. The mother
looked to her side and spot-
ted a man with his hands on
her son’s shoulders as he
ushered the boy toward the
crowd of people watching
the parade.

Buerger said the mother
yelled at the suspect, at
which point he let the boy go
and walked away, heading
north on St. Paul Street.

Buerger said the suspect is
a Hispanic man, about 40
years old, 5 feet, 6 inches in
height with a medium build,
a shaved head on the sides
with greasy bangs, and no
facial hair. He was wearing a
blue shirt and blue jeans and
was described as being

“unkept.”
Buerger said there is abso-

lutely no reason to fault the
mother and such events hap-
pen.

“This was a brief moment
and this is what occurs,”
Buerger explained.

Buerger said Oconomowoc
is an extremely safe commu-
nity, but parents still need to
be aware of their surround-
ings.

“It’s important that par-
ents spend time with chil-
dren teaching them stranger
danger,” Buerger said.

A woman who said she is
the boy’s aunt told The Free-
man in a Thursday Face-
book message that the moth-
er is still working with
investigators and  not speak-
ing to the media now.

Email: jmeister@conleynet.com

WAUKESHA — A 30-year-
old Fox Lake man has been
charged in Waukesha Coun-
ty Circuit Court for an inci-
dent in which he allegedly
took a taser from the Town
of Oconomowoc police
chief,and used it on an offi-
cer.

Dylan Farber is charged
with one count of battery to
a law enforcement officer,
and one count of disarming
a peace officer, both as a
repeater.

Both felony charges carry
a maximum sentence on
conviction of six years in
prison.

According to the criminal
complaint, Town of
Oconomowoc police officers
learned of a vehicle travel-
ing 90 miles per hour on
Highway 67 at approximate-
ly 7:30 a.m. July 7,  as Dodge
County Sheriff’s deputies
gave chase.

Town of Oconomowoc offi-
cers placed stop sticks and
the department convened
upon the vehicle, with
department chief James
Wallis eventually perform-
ing a traffic stop.

Farber, who police

believed was under the influ-
ence of either drugs or alco-
hol, made actions that
caused the officers to feel
uncomfortable, so they
ordered him to go to the
ground. 

According to the com-
plaint, Farber knelt down,
but failed to get down on his
face. Eventually, Wallis used
his taser on Farber. 

At one point, Farber
grabbed the taser from Wal-
lis and used it on an officer,
striking him in the chest.

The officers fought with
Farber, and Wallis retrieved
the taser, according to the
complaint.

— Freeman Staff
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A Waukesha County Technical College truck-driving student
practices skills at the college’s training course.
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One of the partially vacant offices at Bishops Woods.

By Brandon Anderegg
Freeman Staff

BROOKFIELD — The
city’s Department of Eco-
nomic Development and
Community Development
department have proposed
the Bishops Woods Neigh-
borhood Plan to revitalize
the office park following
decreased occupancy. The
office park is just off Blue-
mound Road and Sunny
Slope Road near Interstate
94.

The BWNP will not be
finalized until early next
year, according to Neighbor-
hood Planner Richard Van-
DerWal. He said several
steps must first be taken,
and a third neighborhood
meeting will be held in late
October or early November.

VanDerWal said the city
hopes to attract regional and
national firms by marketing
the park’s most unique char-
acteristics. It is surrounded
by a nature preserve and
close to the Bluemound Road
Corridor and the adjacent
single-family home neigh-
borhoods as well as I-94.

“We think that it has some
unique opportunities based
on its setting,” said Brook-
field Economic Development
Coordinator Todd Willis.
“Most office parks don’t have
that wood surrounded area,”

Nationally, suburban
firms have been moving
downtown to attract and
retain millennials. Bader
Rutter, a marketing firm, is
leaving the Bishops Woods
area for a new 60,000 square-
foot headquarters in down-
town Milwaukee.

As a result, Bishops Woods
has a gross vacancy rate of
22.85 percent, according to
the Bishops Woods Market
Analysis. With 209 office
buildings throughout the

city, the total vacancy of
Brookfield’s submarket is
much lower at 16 percent.
The higher rate of vacancy
indicates the market favors
other office parks in Brook-
field and throughout the Mil-
waukee metropolitan region,
according to the analysis.

To create the BWNP, city
officials analyzed municipal-
ities throughout the Midwest
with comparable popula-
tions, employment, incomes,
demographics, economics
and households, according
to the market analysis.

Bishops Woods contains
approximately 700,000
square feet of Class A office
space, 58.17 percent of the
total office space. Only 33.86
of Brookfield’s submarket is
considered Class A office
space, giving Bishops Woods
the opportunity to attract
quality tenants. Class A
office buildings are catego-
rized as having the highest
quality workspaces, accessi-
ble locations and asking
rents above the area average.

The Brookfield submarket
has 61.22 percent of Class B
office space, contrasted with
only 32.95 percent of Bishops
Woods’ office park. Class B
office buildings appeal to a
wider range of users as
spaces are more affordable
and buildings are in fair to
good condition. The Brook-
field submarket is largely
dominated by Class B build-
ings, making the office park
even more capable of draw-
ing high employment gener-
ating corporations, accord-
ing to Willis.

Bishops Woods contains
8.88 percent Class C office
space, buildings needing ren-
ovation and featuring rents
below the area average. The
revitalization plan would
look at updating these build-
ings to Class A offices to

improve the park’s overall
quality, according to the
market analysis.

Outdoor amenities
VanDerWal said the plan

seeks more flexible zoning so
the park could adapt to
changing contemporary
lifestyles. The departments
in conjunction with the
Property Association, a
group of park business own-
ers, wish to implement a
walking path around the
park’s perimeter.

“A lot of suburban office
parks are adding these out-
door recreation amenities,”
said VanDerWal. “It’s basi-
cally leveraging amenities so
that the office park is more
marketable.”

VanDerWal also believes
that a small commute, even
walking to work, is a perk
that employees seek these
days. He said zoning flexibil-
ity might allow for apart-
ments or more preferably
town homes in the future.
More flexible zoning could
provide more interconnec-
tivity, which would help with
traffic buildup, according to
Willis.

The departments do not
have actual dollar amounts
but estimates based on
research. However, VanDer-
Wal said the project’s cost
would be shared between the
city and the Property Associ-
ation.

VanDerWal said no addi-
tional parcels would be cre-
ated, the project would not
disturb the park’s natural
ecosystem and several mea-
sures would protect the natu-
ral preserve.

For more information,
visit http://www.ci.brook-
field.wi.us/239/Community-
Neighborhood-Plans.

Email: banderegg@conleynet.com
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