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Paramedic career position of trust
Jacqui O'Leary

Rockingham paramedic Alan
Wright has a reason to smile after
his profession came in at number
one in the Reader's Digest list of
Most Trusted Professions for 2013.

A former banker, Mr Wright said
he chose a career in the medical
field after a life-changing moment
when he was watching TV.

"I wanted a career that made a
difference in people's lives," he
said.

"I was watching the news and
saw a bomb go off in London and
the ambulance crews helping peo-
ple.

"I realised then that I needed to

do something more with my life ra-
ther than counting money

"I think people want to be liked
in their work and that may contrib-
ute to their career choices."

Paramedics tied with firefight-
ers for the top spot of most trusted
professions. Rescue volunteers
came in third and nurses fourth.

Mr Wright believed paramedics
were at the top because relatives of
patients trusted him and his col-
leagues with their family's lives.

"People rely on the ambulance
crew to bring a calming influence
in a distressing situation," he said.

"They bring immediate medical
aid and put the patient and their
families at ease."

Mr Wright's most memorable ex-
perience was his first delivery of a
baby.

He said the ambulance crew
were heading out to a job when
they came across a young couple in
a car and the woman was having a
baby.

The crew transferred the woman
into the ambulance and Mr Wright
delivered the baby in the back of
the moving vehicle.

"Whether you are going out to a
job with an elderly lady with a bro-
ken hip or a four car traffic pile-up,
every day is different," he said.

Mr Wright said he loved his job
and he was especially grateful for
the opportunity to help people.

Copyright Agency Ltd (CAL)
licensed copy

Southern Telegraph (WA), Mandurah, WA
05 Jul 2013, by Jacqui Oleary

General News, page 2 - 233.83 cm²
Regional - circulation 21,124 (----F--)

ID 202056634 PAGE   1 of 1


