
St John volunteer ‘honoured’ by recognition
A BUNBURY St John Ambulance

volunteer has been made a com-

mander — the second highest rung

on the organisation’s ladder.

Kevin Swansen has been a St

John Ambulance volunteer for 55

years and that commitment was re-

warded in early April when he re-

ceived a medal and the promotion

in Perth .

“I basically go on doing what I’m

doing, with the knowledge I have

been recognised for what I’ve done

over the years,” he said.

“I’m currently the chairman of

the Bunbury sub-centre and I occa-

sionally do maintenance when it’s

needed.”

Mr Swansen said he was hon-

oured to receive the accolades and

it was nice to be recognised for his

time with the St John Ambulance.

His first experience with the St

John Ambulance was when, as a

nine-year-old, he helped save an

ambulance.

“There were a couple of bags of

lime leaning against the ambu-

lance at the depot when it started

raining and the lime caught fire,”

he said.

Mr Swansen’s brother undid the

handbrake while he and his father

pushed the ambulance out of the

depot.

“We couldn’t stop the ambulance

once we got it going, so the neigh-

bour across the street wasn’t very

pleased when it crashed into his

fence,” he said.

“I think the council paid to have

the fence fixed, which was nice.”

Bunbury St John Ambulance volunteer Kevin Swansen proudly displays the medal that recognises his promotion to a

commander. PICTURE: DAVID BAILEY
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