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Honour for dog-attack father
■ Cathy O’Leary

Medical Editor

Perth ambulance paramedic Bruce

Wicksteed knows only too well how

traumatic it is for a parent to see

their child seriously ill or injured.

Just over a year ago, he watched

in horror after a pack of dogs

mauled his then six-year-old

daughter Maya on a Baldivis 

property, leaving her with horrific

head and face injuries that re-

quired three hours of plastic

surgery.

Today, his daughter is doing well

but that experience has helped 

spur his interest in setting up a

medical retrieval service in WA

specifically for seriously ill or in-

jured children.

Mr Wicksteed is one of 11 West

Australians to be awarded Chur-

chill Fellowships to travel overseas

and study in areas including

health, music and first aid.

He will spend six weeks in New

Zealand, the US, Sweden and Bri-

tain next year seeing how other

countries operate a paediatric

transport service.

An ambulance paramedic for 18

months as well as a casual nurse at

Princess Margaret Hospital’s in-

tensive care unit, Mr Wicksteed

tensive care unit, Mr Wicksteed

said he was surprised WA did not

have a critical care transport ser-

vice for children.

St John Ambulance and the

Royal Flying Doctor Service cater-

ed principally for adults.

“We have a retrieval service for

neonates and a system for retrieval

involving adult patients in trauma

and critical care cases, but nothing

for paediatric patients,” he said.

“WA is so huge and there is the

potential to have to fly in children

from all over the State, and while

remote areas do their best with the

resources they have, it’s always

struck me that we need to find a

way to take the ICU out to them.” 

He described having to deal with

Maya’s injuries a year ago as a

“double vocational experience” as

he saw the ambulance service and

PMH from the point of view of a

parent rather than a paramedic.

“It was a pretty tough time but

she’s doing really well now,” he

said.
“She’s awesome — a pretty tough

little kid really.”

Other fellowship winners in-

clude senior pharmacist Lea Dias,

clude senior pharmacist Lea Dias,

who will study electronic medica-

tion systems that could be used in

the new children’s hospital, and

communications manager Bron-

wen Kelly, who will look at using

social media to provide patient

information. 

Dr Ruth Blackham will investi-

gate the role of simulation in teach-

ing surgery.

The Winston Churchill Memo-

rial Trust has funded more 

than 3800 fellowships for

Australians. 
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Better: Maya Wicksteed is ‘doing well’. 
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Study trip: Paramedic Bruce Wicksteed feels there is a need for critical care transport for children. Picture: Sharon Smith 

Study trip: Paramedic Bruce Wicksteed feels there is a need for critical care transport for children. Picture: Sharon Smith 
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