
Paramedics get helicopter training that could save lives
 Kelly Bell

Thanks to the generosity of local
businesses and organisations, pa-
ramedics have undergone training
to equip themselves with sea sur-
vival skills in the event of a heli-
copter incident whilst over water.

Over the course of the past few
months, four St John Ambulance
paramedics travelled to Perth to at-
tend helicopter underwater escape
training.

The HUET training provides
greater safety to paramedics, when
performing medivac operations
from ships off Port Hedland in ad-
dition to existing Australian Mar-
itime Safety Authority procedures.

Port Hedland Port Authority
deputy harbour master Kate Ellis
said the training provided seafar-
ers with quicker access to medical
services.

"From the seafarers' point of

view it provides them with an im-
mediate medical service." she said.

"The helicopter is for marine pi-
lot transfer but Jayrow and our-
selves are happy to assist in first
aid transportation for the medi-
vacs out to the vessels.

"Ultimately the medivac servic-
es are the responsibility of the ves-
sel and the Australian Maritime
Safety Authority but we have been
involved in the training of the pa-
ramedics because we have a vested
interest in the seafarers' welfare."

Ms Ellis said the use of pilot heli-
copters in medivacs cut the trans-
port time of a paramedic to a ship's
anchorage from 45 minutes to 10.

"This service is for an immedi-
ate response to get a paramedic on
the ship, if it was a stretcher case
we would consider sending a boat
out because (the helicopters) are
not stretcher capable," she said.
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Phil Stanaitis with FMG rail emergency services supervisor Andrew
Vuckovich. Picture: St John Ambulance

St John Ambulance station man-
ager Phil Stanaitis said he was
grateful for the $8000 of sponsor-
ship provided for the paramedics
to undertake the training.

"I would like to thank Fortescue
Metals Group who donated half the
required funding plus the other
contributors who were the Seafar-
ers Centre, the Port Hedland Port
Authority, Monson Agencies and
Seacorp for their support," he said.

"The HUET training improves
paramedic safety and allows para-
medics to fly at night increasing
the availability of this local initia-
tive."

Mr Stanaitis said the training
had provided the paramedics with
the skills to safely exit a helicopter
in an emergency.
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James Flaskas, Ian Dempsey, Keiron Upward, Vicky Hammick, Emily Fondyke, Phil Stanaitis, Kate Ellis and Alan Mower are delighted with the medivac service
Picture: Kelly Bell
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