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Hallmark Hotel The
Welcombe, far left,

Billesley Manor Hotel &
Hathaway Hamlet
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THIS month marks the
400th anniversary of the
world’s greatest playwright
William Shakespeare.

His hometown of Stratford-upon-
Avon is a must for lovers of the
Bard with a host of events being
organised to celebrate his life.

On April 19 there will be a Shake-
speare 400 Gala Concert at Holy
Trinity Church — where Shakespeare
was baptised, worshipped and was
laid to rest.

World-renowned opera singers,
tenor Joseph Calleja and soprano
Angel Blue will perform an evening
of operatic classics inspired by
Shakespeare’s work.

Three days later there will be an
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THIS th k th Ex Cathedra Shakespeare Masque
Concert in a collaboration with the
Shakespeare Institute and the Royal
Shakespeare Company.

The concert features a reconstruc-
tion of Thomas Arne’s musical set-
ting of An Ode To Shakespeare by
David Garrick and a new ode, A
Shakespeare Masque, written by the
Poet Laureate, Dame Carol Ann
Duffy, pictured.

The following day the whole town

will celebrate with festivities to hon-
our its famous son.

One of the highlights will be a tra-
ditional New Orleans jazz procession
staged by the New Orleans Shake-
speare festival.

And the 10th World Shakespeare
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Congress will take place from July 31
— August 6 in London and Stratford-
upon-Avon.

If you plan to visit scenic
Stratford-upon—Avon and
the surrounding area then
why not stay in your very
own cosy country cot-
tage?

Cottages.com have a
selection of ideally
placed properties includ-
ing Hathaway Hamlet.

This very pretty listed
cottage is only 200 yards
from Anne Hathaway’s beau-
tiful and famous cottage, situated
in the quiet village of Shottery.

A peaceful retreat from the bustle
of Stratford-upon-Avon but within
easy access of the many attractions
available in the historic town, you’re
sure to fall in love with the place,
with its inglenook fireplace and
beamed ceiling. It sleeps three and

one pet is welcome. Seven nights,
arriving April 30, is from £445.

See cottages.com or call give
them a call on 0345 498 6900.

Warwick is close to Stratford-up-
on-Avon and the perfect location to
visit the house where Shakespeare
was born or go to the Royal Shake-
speare Theatre to see his plays.

Stay at Hilton Warwick/Stratford-
upon-Avon, with rooms from

just £109 per night B&B
based on two people shar-
ing. More information at
3.hilton.com.

Macdonald Alveston’s
Manor Hotel, Stratford-
upon-Avon is a 16th-cen-
tury manor hotel.

It is home to the fam-
ous cedar tree rumoured

to have been the setting for
the very first performance of

A Midsummer Night’s Dream.
The hotel is surrounded by Shake-

spearean heritage, and the hotel even
offers guests ‘The Poets Tipple’, a
cocktail inspired by the famous play-
wright and his sonnet: ‘Shall I Com-
pare Thee to a Summer’s Day’.
Rooms from £193 for a standard dou-
ble. See macdonaldhotels.co.uk.

one pet is welcome. Seven nights,
arriving April 30, is from £445.

See cottages.com or call give
them a call on 0345 498 6900.
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The Hallmark Hotel The Welcombe
Stratford-upon-Avon offers a mix of
intriguing history, luxurious accom-
modation and fine dining. It also has
state-of-the-art leisure facilities.
rooms from £105pp per night. See
hallmarkhotels.co.uk.

Or book into the 4H Billesley
Manor Hotel for two nights, includ-
ing full breakfast on both days and
dinner on the first night, plus access
to the indoor pool. Valid for arrival
on May 8 it costs from £119.50pp.
More info at superbreak.com or
call 0800 042 0288.
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Booking.com has lots of options —
but hurry as things are filling up
fast. Wootton Park offers farmhouse
rooms and glamping pods within
nine miles of Stratford-upon-Avon
and includes free on-site parking
and WiFi.

Insulated with sheep’s wool, the
cosy glamping pods include a double
bed, tea and coffee facilities and
have use of separate shared bath-
room facilities with breakfast served
in a log cabin.

Doubles from £125 B&B. For fur-
ther information and booking details
go to booking.com.
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