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V/Line crisis by the numbers

Funding open for at-risk Kooris
ABORIGINAL organisations 
that deliver health and com-
munity services, or Koori 
Youth Justice programs, in 
the Mallee and Loddon ar-
eas are invited to make sub-
missions for a share in $1.2 
million in funding to bolster 

support services. Accord-
ing to state government in-
formation, Aboriginal youth 
constitute only one per cent 
of Victorian teenagers aged 
10-17 but make up around 
13 per cent of young people 
under youth justice supervi-

sion. “The over-represen-
tation of Aboriginal young 
people in our youth justice 
system is unacceptable. We 
are focused on intervening 
early on to address the root 
causes of this complex is-
sue,” Minister for Families 

and Children Jenny Mikakos 
said.

Organisations across the 
region are invited to make 
submissions to provide cul-
turally sensitive casework 
and undertake community 
education activities.

MATTEO GAGLIARDI

EVEN though the Swan Hill V/
Line service has largely avoided 
the state’s regional rail crisis, it 
reported a significant reduction 
in punctuality last month.

Last week, V/Line released its 
performance data for January, 
the same month the passenger 
rail service provider suffered 
mass cancellations of and delays 
to regional services.

Along with problems with lev-
el crossings, V/Line identified 
higher-than-normal wheel wear 
on some VLocity carriages re-
quired additional maintenance, 
meaning fewer carriages were 
available to operate the time-
table and, in some cases, train 
services needed to be replaced 
with coaches.

The Swan Hill and Echuca lines 
(which were counted together 
in the data) were shown to have 
missed out on the cancellations, 
having been 99 per cent reliable 
in January — the same rate as in 
December.

However, punctuality fell from 
80.7 per cent in December to 
71.9 per cent in January.

The lines hadn’t dropped be-
low 90 per cent punctuality in 
the 16 months prior to Decem-
ber — the furthest publicly-
available performance figures 
date back to.

A V/Line spokesman told The 
Guardian all 124 scheduled 
Swan Hill trains operated during 
January, with the replacement 
of two Echuca trains by coaches 
being the reason for the reported 
reduction in reliability.

He said the main reason for the 
delays on the Swan Hill line was 
the hot conditions of last month.

“Heat speed restrictions on 10 
days of January affected a total of 
14 Swan Hill trains,” the spokes-
person said. 

“These services were delayed 
by more than five minutes.

“The north of the state typi-
cally experiences warmer tem-
peratures than other parts of the 
V/Line network so it has more 
heat speed restrictions during 
the summer months.”

However, the Bendigo line — 
also used by locals travelling 
to Melbourne — was more af-
fected by the crisis, reporting a 
greater drop in both reliability 
and punctuality. Bendigo service 
trains arrived on schedule only 
64.2 per cent of the time in Janu-

ary, down from 82.9 per cent the 
month before, and didn’t arrive 
at all 10.9 per cent of the time, up 
from 1.4 per cent in December.

Shadow Minister for Public 
Transport David Hodgett said 
the problems with the Bendigo 
line, which was the least punctu-
al of all V/Line services in Janu-
ary, were due to Premier Daniel 
Andrews and Transport Minister 
Jacinta Allan’s mismanagement.

“Daniel Andrews and Jacinta 
Allan’s bungled handling of the 
chaos on V/Line is costing tax-
payers $4 million per week and 
all we get from them is more ex-
cuses and blaming others,” he 
said.

“The buck stops with Daniel 
Andrews.”

The government declined to 
make a response.

HEALTHY LADIES: Djallarna Hamilton, Jody Croft and Nicky 
Davis from MDAS are encouraging local Koori women to make an 
appointment at the BreastScreen Victoria bus next month.

Education key in breast cancer fight
KATE THORBURN

FIRST blood, now boobs.
The Australian Red Cross van 

was in town before Christmas 
and next month the Breast-
Screen Victoria bus will head 
to Swan Hill to park outside the 
Visitor Information Centre for 
a three month stint.

Breast cancer is the most 
common cancer faced by Ab-
original women and Mallee 
District Aboriginal Services 
(MDAS) are already laying 
the groundwork to raise local 
awareness of the mobile ser-
vice.

The Department of Health 
recommends women are 
screened once every two years 
and MDAS primary health care 
manager Jody Croft said take-
up of the service among local 
Indigenous women had gener-
ally been good since the bien-
nial bus visits began in 2012. 

“We had around 10 women 
each time, then others who 
made their own appointment,” 
she said.

“It’s not a bad number at all. 
If they’re presenting with prob-
lems outside the two years ar-
rangements are made [for alter-

native screening at Echuca].”
Ms Croft said MDAS works 

hard at providing education 
programs on the importance 
of mammograms for local In-
digenous women, including 
working closely with McGrath 
breast care nurse Leanne Bibby.

“We will help to create an 
appointment but we try to do 
the groundwork before the bus 
comes,” Ms Croft said.

“The odd person is a bit more 
reserved but if we can provide 
education it can push them to 
take the next step and book.”

Aboriginal health worker and 
health promotions Djallarna 
Hamilton told The Guardian 
breast cancer was a reality for 
around one in nine Indigenous 
women, who typically receive 
a diagnosis in the advanced 
stages of the disease. 

In the Closing the Gap report 
released by the federal govern-
ment last week, it was revealed 
there was a 10 per cent increase 
in cancer death rates for Indig-
enous patients between 2006 
and 2013, compared to a six 
per cent decline for non-Indig-
enous Australians.

However Ms Hamilton not-
ed progress was slowly being 

made for Indigenous women 
with a breast cancer diagnosis.

“I have noticed that numbers 
are slowly coming down as 
more education gets out there 
about self-checks.” she said. 

“I would recommend check-
ing weekly if possible, even if 
you’re young. Talk to someone 
if you’re not sure of something.”

The BreastScreen bus is a 
self-referral service but ap-

pointments can also be made 
through MDAS by contacting 
Nicky Davis or Djallarna Ham-
ilton on 5032 8600.

Alternatively you can call 
BreastScreen Victoria on 13 20 
50 or visit www.breastscreen.
org.au.

The bus will be in town from 
Friday, March 18 after which it 
will head north to Robinvale for 
a one month stint. 
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