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Manufacturing survey
highlights industry challenges
Workforce, supply chain, automation all top issues
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Waukesha County Technical College student Shaylen Goldammer works on a project at the school. She graduated from the
industrial maintenance technician program and is currently in the automation systems technology program.

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com
262-513-2657

WAUKESHA — A new report from
the Wisconsin Center for Manufacturing & Productivity has found manufacturers across the state somewhat
optimistic about their future while
still grappling with considerable challenges.

DELAFIELD

“The mood of manufacturers is
mixed,” the report states. “On the one
hand, most say the state’s business climate is heading in the right direction,
projections for revenues, profitability,
and capital expenditures are on the
rise, and nearly nine out of ten are confident about the financial future of
their company. On the other hand,
compared to five years, more say the
economy is getting worse and most say

the state’s economy isn’t growing, and
COVID-19 has clearly had a significant
impact on the industry.”
Supply chain woes are evident in
the survey results. A full 77% of companies ranked the availability and
supply of materials, as well as the
cost of materials, as very important
to their success.

See STUDY, PAGE 6A
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Timeline revealed for proposed
new indoor shooting range
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Study
From Page 1A
Automation is on manufacturing
executives’
minds. Nearly two-thirds of
them say automation is
important to their company’s future; 32% say it’s
very important while 29%
say it’s somewhat important.
The survey results show
over half of manufacturers, 56%, think Wisconsin’s
economy is not growing,
either staying mostly flat
or slowing down. Pessimism is more common
among smaller companies
than larger ones.
Despite the general pessimism for the wider economy, companies are brighteyed about their own financial prospects.
A robust 86% of companies reported feeling confi-
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On this day
in Waukesha County
94 years ago
Oct. 28, 1927
"The goblins will get you
if you don't watch out" has
changed
Halloween
approaches to "The police
will get you if you don't
watch out."
The usual warning by
police was broadcast today
as the evening of ghosts and
goblins ripe pumpkins, cabbage stumps, and loose
gates nears.
"Halloween is approaching, and I want to issue a
warning at this time," Chief
of Police Ben Enders said.
"Defacing public buildings,
soaping of windows, trespassing and disorderly conduct are unlawful, and I
have instructed my officers
to arrest all persons committing any of these offenses.
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dent about their financial
outlook.
About 83% of respondents reported finding the
task of locating qualified
workers difficult — 57%
said it’s very difficult and
27% said it’s somewhat difficult.
A majority, 70%, of manufacturing companies are
considering
increasing
wages and salaries.
Brookfield Mayor Steve
Ponto said the report doesn’t surprise him.
“We’ve been hearing concerns about the supply
chain, we’ve been hearing
concerns
about
the
employment market,” he
said, adding one of the
other emerging concerns is
inflation spurred by federal government spending.
“The inflation genie is
escaping the bottle,” Ponto
said.
He said considering peo-

ple feel strongly about vaccine mandates, companies
might have a hard time
imposing them in the current labor market when
employees have “a lot of
alternatives.”
A
large
majority, 79%, of companies, said they are not considering requiring employees to get vaccinated
against COVID-19; about
9% are currently requiring
it and 6% are considering
it.
Regarding automation,
Waukesha Mayor Shawn
Reilly said he expects companies will be looking to
automate where they can.
“I also think they’re taking
a hard look at their supply
chains and how far they
reach,” he said.
Looking ahead, Reilly
said companies beginning
to favor shorter supply
chains could lead to suppliers moving bases to Wis-

consin or at least the Midwest, which would benefit
the regional economy.
Waukesha County Business Alliance President
and CEO Suzanne Kelley
said “the good news is that
a majority of manufacturers
are
experiencing
strong demand for their
products.
They just need more people for the many unfilled
jobs that are constraining
their growth. Meeting this
challenge will take a multifaceted approach around
attracting, developing and
retaining talent — which
continues to be a huge priority for the Alliance. Just
last week, the Alliance cosigned a letter with 37
other
chambers
from
around the state urging
Gov. (Tony) Evers to launch
a talent attraction campaign.”
One of the organizations

patient under close observation since minor changes
were seen in her electrocardiogram.
Dr. Derward Lepley Jr.,
of Elm Grove, head of the
heart transplant team,
said in a hospital bulletin
Monday that Mrs. John
Anick showed “a decrease
in amplitude of the voltage of the electrocardiogram..which can be a sign
indicative of early rejection
process.”
However, he stressed that
other electrocardiogram
findings necessary for a
rejection diagnosis were
not present.
— Local history compiled by
Patrice Shanks;
pshanks@conleynet.com;
262-513-2639

government.
Oct. 28, 1962 — Soviet
leader Nikita Khrushchev
informed the United States
that he had ordered the dismantling of missile bases
in Cuba; in return, the U.S.
secretly agreed to remove
nuclear missiles from U.S.
installations in Turkey.
Oct. 28, 1980 — President Jimmy Carter and
Republican
presidential
nominee Ronald Reagan
faced off in a nationally
broadcast, 90-minute debate
in Cleveland.
Oct. 28, 1991 — What
became known as “The Perfect Storm” began forming
hundreds of miles east of
Nova Scotia; lost at sea during the storm were the six
crew members of the
Andrea Gail, a sword fishing boat from Gloucester,
Massachusetts.
Oct. 28, 1996 — Richard
Jewell, cleared of committing the Olympic park

bombing, held a news conference in Atlanta in which
he thanked his mother for
standing by him and lashed
out at reporters and investigators who’d depicted him
as the bomber, who turned
out to be Eric Rudolph.
Oct. 28, 2002 — American diplomat Laurence
Foley was assassinated in
front of his house in
Amman, Jordan, in the first
such attack on a U.S. diplomat in decades. A student
flunking out of the University of Arizona nursing
school shot three of his professors to death, then killed
himself.
Oct. 28, 2011 — NBA
Commissioner David Stern
canceled all NBA games
through November after
labor negotiations broke
down for the second time in
a week. The St. Louis Cardinals won the World Series,
beating the Texas Rangers
6-2 in Game 7.

Also on this date

Oct. 28, 1636 — The General
Court
of
Massachusetts passed a legislative act establishing Harvard College.
Oct. 28, 1858 — Rowland
Hussey Macy opened his
first New York store at
Sixth Avenue and 14th
Street in Manhattan.
Oct. 28, 1886 — The Statue of Liberty, a gift from the
people of France, was dedicated in New York Harbor
by President Grover Cleveland.
Oct. 28, 1914 — Medical
researcher Jonas Salk, who
53 years ago
developed the first successOct. 28, 1968
ful polio vaccine, was born
Mrs. Anick Shows Rejec- in New York.
Oct. 28, 1922 — Fascism
tion Signs
came to Italy as Benito MusDoctors
keeping
Octoberare
28, 2021
11:52Milam (GMT -5:00)
waukee's heart transplant solini took control of the
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Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off. so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
sawy to the tost!
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By THOMAS JOSEPH
ACROSS

41 Steer

1 Cry out
5 Seasonal
song
10 Some
messages
12 Make

clear of
43 Invasions
44 Assessed
45 Pumps.
e-946 Lairs for

amends

bears

13 Singer
Ronstadt
14 Fence
supports
15 Finish
16 New
arrivals of
the 1950s

21 Baldwin of
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3 Friend of
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4 Topper
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5 Mob boss
6 Bond
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8 Facing

24 Stable
mother
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23 Shoe
shade
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seeking to produce indemand skilled workers is
Waukesha County Technical College.
WCTC School of Applied
Technologies Dean Mike
Shiels said he hears from
industry partners about
considerations for automating processes, and his students would be the ones
capable of operating the
advanced machinery to
make such manufacturing
possible.
“Our students are getting
exposed to the same type of
robots they’d see in a verity of industries and the
technology behind the
automation is in a lot of
our programs,” he said,
adding that they’re training for “current jobs and
the jobs of the future.”
To see more data from the
Wisconsin Center for Manufacturing & Productivity,
visit https://rb.gy/t1h0qe.
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