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By Dave Fidlin
Special to The Freeman

OCONOMOWOC — Deer
hunting will be allowed in
certain quadrants of
Oconomowoc’s municipal
limits, based on a plan city
officials have set in motion.

The Common Council on
Tuesday voted in favor of an
ordinance that opens the
door to deer hunting, with a
number of caveats, provi-
sions and requirements
included, which was swiftly
adopted on a first reading.

Police Chief James Pfister
discussed the ordinance,
which was created after con-
ferring with representatives
from the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

“They’re comfortable with
it. I’m comfortable with it,”
Pfister said.

He said permitting deer
hunting within the city lim-
its is plausible for multiple
reasons, including manag-
ing the ever-increasing deer
population within
Oconomowoc’s incorporated
areas. 

The goal, he said, is to
reduce the likelihood of
accidents between vehicles
and deer.

The council adopted the
ordinance with the under-
standing it is being piloted
this hunting season and will
be revisited next summer
for a review of its effective-
ness. It is possible additional
tweaks could be implement-
ed at that time.

This year, the city is set-
ting up two specific zones for
hunters, who will first be
required to obtain all of the
necessary licenses through

the DNR.
The first zone, encompass-

ing 34.8 acres, includes city
land bordered by the
wastewater treatment plant
to the north, interurban
trail to the east,
Oconomowoc River to the
west and the conservatory to
the south.

The second zone, totaling
27.38 acres, is bordered by
Oconomowoc Industrial
Park West to the north,
Oconomowoc River to the
east, the River Bluff subdivi-
sion to the west and the
Orchards at River Bluff
development to the south. 

The council-adopted ordi-
nance, which City Attorney
Stan Riffle created, does set
specific parameters for the
permit-holding hunters
within the pair of zones.
Anyone hunting with guns

must do so 100 yards from
the target, while the bow-
and-arrow method has a 50-
yard limit.

“Part of this was looking
at lots in the city,” Pfister
said. “We don’t want some-
one to just open a patio door
and shoot an arrow.” 

The council’s vote for the
ordinance was unanimous,
though there was several
issues shared before the
final decision was rendered.

Alderwoman Jennifer
Aultman Kloth said she had
safety concerns, citing
observations in a nearby
community.

“I’ve just seen some irre-
sponsible hunters since
Nashotah opened up their
trail for hunting,” Aultman
Kloth said.

Pfister, however, said he
was comfortable with the

recommendation he
brought before the council.

“Most of the hunters are
responsible,” he said.

Since the council adopt-
ed the ordinance and
waived a second reading, it
is expected to take effect
imminently. The city must
go through the steps of
properly publishing and
posting it, as provided by
law.

By Hunter Turpin
hturpin@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

TOWN OF DELAFIELD —
Nearly a dozen residents
shared their opposition about
a proposed planned develop-
ment district on the Thomas
Farm property Tuesday
evening, saying the proposal
was too dense for the town
and inconsistent with other
town codes, but the Plan Com-
mission ultimately voted to
send the proposal to the Town
Board, reducing the maxi-
mum units allowed on the
property from 250 to 230.

Discussion over this land,
bordered to the south by
Interstate 94 and to the east
by Elmhurst Road, began in
2019 and has not yet reached
the Town Board. With the
commission’s recommenda-
tion to send the ordinance to
the board, it will be discussed
at the board meeting on Tues-
day, commissioners said.

Prior to voting on the ordi-
nance, there was a public
hearing where residents

against the planned develop-
ment district said the pro-
posed ordinance would allow
for homes and condos on lots
that were too small and
brought up concerns about
sewer and water systems, as
well as traffic.

“The zoning amendments
will not ‘violate  the spirit or
intent of the zoning code for
the town of Delafield’ ... this
is exactly not what we are in
the Town of Delafield,” resi-
dent Terri Mahoney Ogden
said. “We are not 10,000-
square-foot lots.”

The Plan Commission said
without this overlay, the 152-
acre property currently could
be developed piecemeal and
not include features included
in the overlay that would
require the land be developed
for residential use only.

“I do want to address,
because it came up a couple of
times, the traffic, the water
and the sewer are, to be hon-
est, the three reasons we
wrote this ordinance,” Com-
mission Chair Kevin Fitzger-
ald said. “Right now, that

property could be developed
as 152-acre condo and under
R-3 zoning they could get 257
units on that property, under
the existing code. We don’t
want (developers) to (develop
the land that way) because we
wouldn’t get a water study, we
wouldn’t get a traffic study,
we wouldn’t get a sewer study,
we wouldn’t get trails, we
wouldn’t get anything that
this ordinance allows us to
get.”

Commissioners said that,
despite nearly no support for
the ordinance at the public
hearing, they have heard
from residents who think that
this approach will ensure bet-
ter development than what
could happen without it.

“The audience asked why
didn’t people come speak in
favor of it, you know, quite
frankly, I’ve had a lot of peo-
ple say that this is a very
responsible ordinance, this is
a good ordinance, you’ve sig-
nificantly reduced the densi-
ty from what we were talking
a couple years ago...,” Com-
missioner Edward Kranick

said. “They don’t want the
wrath of their neighbors or
the wrath of their communi-
ty for coming and being in
favor of this just given the
divisive nature of this topic
and the divisive nature of pol-
itics in general in this coun-
try.”

Details of the ordinance
Per the ordinance, the land

would be divided into four
zones.  Zone one would per-
mit only single-family homes
at low density, zone two would
permit these homes with the
addition of low-medium den-
sity homes with lots no small-
er than 15,000 square feet,
zones three and four would
allow the two aforementioned
densities plus single-family
homes on 10,000 square feet
lots and no more than four
condos per acre.

“You reference the dump-
ster corral, I mean think
about it guys, if you wake up
on a given morning and you
got the waste management
truck pulling into your asso-
ciation, lifting a big ton of

things, shaking it, backing up
and it’s squeaking, it’s just
not what we want in the
town,” Peter Ogden said dur-
ing the public hearing.

The ordinance would also
include protections for wet-
lands as designated by the
DNR in 2010, protections for
“primary environmental cor-
ridors, preservation of some
existing tree lines and land-
scape buffers.” 

Open space requirements
for the zones two, three and
four would be 60% (as percent
of lot area) and 70% in zone
one. Residents said this is
less than what is required
elsewhere in the town and
in nearby subdivisions.

“You’re helping two peo-
ple. The lot owner, who’s
going to get more for his
land, and the developer’s
gonna make more money,”
resident Jerry Janzer said.
“We live in a great world
here in Delafield, we have a
great environment, great
rural character and very
low taxes.”

Janzer said he doesn’t
think a development like
this would lower taxes

because more public services
will be necessitated.

The commission was not
discussing any specific devel-
opments at this meeting, but
Neumann Developments has
proposed a residential devel-
opment of the full property.

This comes after the Plan
Commission has discussed
industrial and commercial
uses, among other uses, over
the years, but said the com-
munity wanted this land to be
residential.
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WAUKESHA — A Milwau-
kee woman accused of strik-
ing a child with a water bot-
tle, then picking him up by
the neck and dragging him
in a Menomonee Falls day-
care center pleaded not
guilty on Monday. 

Madeline Ferguson, 27,
was charged on Sept. 22 in
Waukesha County Circuit
Court with two counts of
physical abuse of a child. If
convicted she faces six years
in prison. A $10,000 cash
bond was posted and her
next court hearing is at 10
a.m. on Nov. 30. On Monday,
Ferguson’s defense attorney
made a motion to dismiss
one of the counts but the
court found probable cause
that Ferguson will face a
trial. 

A man reported to
Menomonee Falls police
that his 3-year-old son, who
had been at Cadence Acade-
my Preschool on Silver
Spring Drive, had a cut on
the back of his neck looking
like a “claw wound,” accord-
ing to the criminal com-
plaint.

The man was told his son
fell into a garbage can and
Cadence Academy staff
were not exactly sure how
that happened. The com-
plaint said there were “dis-
crepancies in the teacher’s
story” compared to the
video footage from the class-
room. The surveillance
showed the boy’s teacher,
Ferguson, caused the injury
to his neck and shoulder
region, the complaint said.
The teacher, identified as
Ferguson, was fired.

A detective reviewed the
surveillance video showing
Ferguson caring for chil-
dren in the 3-year-old room.
Ferguson is shown holding

two different water bottles.
As she stands up she strikes
the child on the back of the
head with one of the bottles,
the complaint said.

“She reaches down and
grabs the child on the right
side of the neck and T-shirt
area. From the video it is
apparent the child is now
crying and yelling due to the
force that the defendant is
using on the victim,” the
complaint said.

Ferguson, in the video,
grabs him by the neck and
pulls him off the ground,
then grabs the child under
the left armpit and drags
him 12 steps to a small table,
the complaint said.

Ferguson next approaches
a girl in the class who is col-
oring at another table. Fer-
guson begins to talk sternly
to the girl. At point Fergu-
son reaches with her left
arm and the girl by her right
arm and elbow and shoul-
der, the complaint said.

“The defendant then uses
an aggressive grab and pull
to the point that the victim
is lifted off her feet,” the
complaint said.

The complaint also said
she dragged this victim to a
different table.

Police made contact with
Ferguson, who said said she
was attempting to clean a
large water spill when she
confronted the boy (who was
in the area of the spill)
about who spilled the water.
The girl also asked Fergu-
son if she could play with
the water in the spray bottle
and was told no. Ferguson
said the children began to
yell at her and she admitted
the behavior made her
upset, the complaint said.  

The complaint said Fergu-
son admitted picking up the
boy inappropriately and she
picked the girl up by her
arm because she was not lis-
tening to directions.

Daycare worker
charged with
child abuse 

pleads not guilty
Madeline Ferguson, 27, appeared

in court on Monday 

Experience
the Trades

Expo draws
record high
attendance 
Students explore

potential careers in
manufacturing and

construction
By Faith Rae

frae@conleynet.com
262-513-2644

WAUKESHA — A record turnout of
1,500 middle and high school students
in Waukesha Country attended the
inaugural Experience the Trades
Expo Tuesday, getting hands-on expe-
rience through exhibits that high-
lighted careers in construction and
manufacturing. 

More than 40 skilled trade compa-
nies attended the event at the Wauke-
sha County Expo — Forum Building,
1000 Northview Road, to provide inter-
active activities for the students
including virtual welding, using an
imitation grinder, buffing the hood of
a car, building a secure structure, sur-
veying with a robotic station and
more. 

It’s all about excitement, engage-
ment and awareness, according to
Senior Vice President for Public Poli-
cy of the Waukesha County Business
Alliance Amanda Payne. 

“Workforce is the number one chal-
lenge for most of our businesses here
in Waukesha County,” said Payne.
“And that’s especially true in manu-
facturing and construction indus-
tries.” 

Manufacturing is starting to come
back, according to President and CEO
of Waukesha County Technical Col-
lege (WCTC) Richard Barnhouse.  As
times have changed over the past 40
years, the industry has more become
advanced and needs workers with
highly technical skills. 

“The ultimate key though, is that
students in high school right now are
entering into a world that’s about to
change radically with robotics, artifi-
cial intelligence and machine learn-
ing,” said Barnhouse. “We like to part-
ner with WCBA to get the message out
to students who are coming through
high school that they’ve got this unbe-
lievable fabric of opportunities.” 

‘The earlier the better’
In Waukesha County, dual enroll-

ment is a successful program that is
growing, according to Payne. Students
have the opportunity to enroll in their
local high schools as well as WCTC. 

“I think the earlier the better,” said
Barnhouse, adding that in some cases,
by the time a student hits eighth
grade, they are already being shep-
herded down one path. “I think it’s
important for students in middle
school to have their eyes opened up.” 

The WCBA hopes to expose stu-
dents to a career path that they had-
n’t considered before as part of their
strategy to build on a strong talent
pipeline for industries in Waukesha
County. 

By allowing students to engage with
the business community, Payne and
the WCBA hope students will gain
awareness of the local companies that
surround them and are actively pro-
viding job opportunities for a growing
industry. 

Hands on 
The event ran from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30

p.m., giving students plenty of time to
try all the activities. Businesses with
exhibits provided a number of hands-
on experiences, training and guid-
ance, allowing the students to take
charge and explore the skill on their
own. 

Brent Kostrzewa with the Walbec
Group, an umbrella group of smaller
companies the produce high-quality
construction materials, felt the event
was primarily about outreach and
sparking interest in the youth. 

The Walbec Group exhibit wel-
comed students to sit on top of a roller,
a construction machine. Helping stu-
dents up and watching them smile

with joy is part of the experience. 
“It just gets them thinking,” said

Kostrzewa. “Even just sitting on
equipment like this, maybe they’ll
remember that, or they’ll see this on
the road and equate that to what we
do.” 

Cameron Walsh, a seventh-grade
student in Hartland, sat on top of the
roller and learned how to terminate a
jack at another station. Walsh told The
Freeman that his favorite part was the
hands-on element. 

“Instead of having someone talking,
it’s fun to actually do it,” said Walsh,
adding that he likes to build stuff
around the house and potentially sees
himself taking up a career like this
one day. 

“It’s an industry that we absolutely
need students to be a part of,” said
Katherine Rose, associate recruiter at
Milwaukee Tool. 

Sam Hoffman, associate talent man-
ager at Milwaukee Tool, said he saw a
lot of smiles throughout the day. “It’s
just one of those things where they
see their parents use it, then they try
it for the first time and it’s just kind of
a thrill,” said Hoffman. 

Students Olyvia Hall and Haylee
Smukowski said their favorite part
was hammering a nail into a block of
wood. 

“It was helpful. I learned how to
hammer a nail faster,” said Smukows-
ki, adding that even though she wants
to go into marine biology, she felt the
skill will help her in the future when it
comes to building and repairing
things on her own. 

“The earlier you get a student with
multiple points of view towards what
their career can be, the better off they
are and the better off we are in
Waukesha County,” said Barnhouse. 

Faith Rae/Freeman Staff

Sam Hoffman, associate talent manager at Milwaukee Tool, shows a student how
to use a specific tool. Katherine Rose,  associate recruiter at Milwaukee Tool,
observes the interaction on the right.

Residents voice opposition to Thomas Farm ordinance
TOWN OF DELAFIELD

Plan Commission sends ordinance to Town Board with reduced density

OCONOMOWOC COMMON COUNCIL

Deer hunting allowed in specific areas of Oconomowoc
Ordinance aimed at reducing population, likelihood of vehicular accidents    


