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WAUKESHA — Since
charges were filed against
Alderman Aaron Perry on

Tuesday, one a felony charge
and three misdemeanor
charges related to domestic
abuse, questions remain as to
the future of his holding the
District 12 seat.

According to Wisconsin

state statutes, an elected offi-
cer can be removed by recall
or by the Common Council,
for cause, under state statute
17.12.

Mayor Shawn Reilly said
removal from the council “for

cause” is defined as ineffi-
ciency, neglect of duty, offi-
cial misconduct or malfea-
sance in office. The vote
would require 75% of the
council’s approval.

“At this point all that’s

out there is a
criminal com-
plaint, which
is not a basis
for making
the determi-
nations that
the Common
Council
would have to

make,” Reilly said.
Reilly said he feels bad for

the family involved.

According to Wisconsin
laws, if convicted of a felony,
Perry is not eligible to hold
the seat unless pardoned of
the conviction.

The Freeman reached out
to all Common Council mem-
bers for comment Wednesday.

Alderman Don Browne
said: “It’s best to kind of let
the legal process run its
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PEWAUKEE — The
Waukesha County Technical
College District Board of
Trustees has approved the
hiring of the school’s next
president. 

Beginning Jan. 5, Richard
Barnhouse will succeed out-
going WCTC President
Kaylen Betzig, who is retir-
ing at the end of the year. 

“The WCTC District Board
recognized, in this state of
constant change, it was very
important to search for a
leader who brought with
them multiple experiences
and an eclectic background,
and that’s something Rich
possesses,” said WCTC Board
Chair David Lancaster said,
in a statement. “We are very

pleased and
highly confi-
dent in his
ability to pro-
vide dynamic
leadership to
WCTC, collab-
orate with the
business com-
munity, meet

the needs of students and
move the College forward.”

Barnhouse is currently
the vice president of Stu-
dent Services and Enroll-
ment Management at State
College of Florida, Manatee-
Sarasota, and brings with
him nearly 20 years of high-
er education experience.

HONORING THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED

Army Private Roy Innis looks for his name on the wall.

VFW Post 2260 Commander
Dorien Ah Sam salutes during the
Veterans Day ceremony Wednes-
day morning.

District 38 state Rep. Barbara Dittrich, middle, stands with veterans during the Veter-
ans Day ceremony.

Legion Post 91 Vice Commander Gene Dudley fires his
gun during the rifle salute.

OCONOMOWOC —
Oconomowoc veterans
held a ceremony at Veter-
ans Memorial Park
Wednesday morning to
honor the men and
women who have served
in the United States
Armed Forces. Taps was
played after veterans fired
a rifle salute at the park. 

Photos by Alex Nemec, 
Freeman Staff

An American flag waves behind
the eagle atop the Veterans
Memorial Park monument.

Barnhouse named
new WCTC president 

Barnhouse
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WAUKESHA — In a 6-3
vote, the Waukesha School
Board voted Wednesday to
reduce the number of in-
person school days for mid-
dle and high school stu-
dents per week from two to
four. The transition will
begin Nov. 30. 

School Board members
Greg Deets, Diane Voit, Bill
Baumgart, Joe Como, Aman-
da Roddy and Kurt O’Bryan
voted to approve the transi-
tion while members Corey
Montiho, Patrick McCaffery
and Karin Rajnicek voted
against. 

The move is a reversion
back to the hybrid plan the
district began the school
year with, which includes
student cohorts attending
in-person school on alter-
nating days and Mondays

being virtual for all stu-
dents. The district switched
to a hybrid plan with four
in-person days and Mon-
days still being virtual back
in October. 

Waukesha School District
Superintendent Jim Sebert
said since that switch, the
district has not been able to
keep schools open consis-
tently, due more in part to a
high level of quarantines
from coronavirus exposure
than from active cases. He
said many schools within
the district have by now had
to temporarily switch to all-
virtual instruction at some
point. 

WAUKESHA SCHOOL DISTRICT

Board reduces 
in-person days 
for secondary 

students
Elementary students not affected 
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JUNEAU, Alaska (AP)
— Republican U.S. Sen.
Dan Sullivan has won re-
election in Alaska, defeat-
ing independent Al Gross
in a race that attracted
outside attention with
control of the Senate at
stake. 

The race had been deter-
mined too early to call on
Election Day, Nov. 3, due
to a large number of out-
standing absentee ballots.
Election officials began
counting more than
150,000 absentee and other
ballots on Tuesday.  

The result in Alaska
means control of the Sen-
ate won’t be decided until
January Senate runoffs
are held in Georgia.   

The Gross campaign did
not immediately indicate

plans to concede after The
Associated Press called
the race for Sullivan on
Wednesday. 

The Republicans in the
top-tier races on Alaska’s
ballot — President Donald
Trump, Sullivan and U.S.
Rep. Don Young — held
largely similar vote
counts, and advantages,
when Election Day results
and early votes through
Oct. 29 were tallied.  

The Associated Press
called all three races for
the Republican incum-
bents Wednesday, after
initial results from absen-
tee and other ballot
counts were released late
Tuesday. The counting
continued Wednesday. 

Election Day was the
deadline for ballots

returned by mail to have
been postmarked. Friday
is the deadline for the
state Division of Elec-
tions to receive ballots
that were postmarked
within the U.S. Nov. 18 is
the deadline to receive
absentees postmarked
outside the U.S., with the
certification of results
targeted for later this
month. 

The largest bloc of reg-
istered voters in Alaska
identify as independents,
though the state has
leaned Republican, send-
ing one Democrat to the
Senate since 1980: Mark
Begich. Begich, who
served a term, narrowly
lost to Sullivan in 2014,
another year when Senate
control was at stake. 
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Perry
From Page 1A

course before I can make com-
ments.”

Alderman Eric Payne said
he thinks Perry should resign
and made a reference to a
prior incident in 2018 involv-
ing Perry.

“I actually think he’s an
embarrassment to the Com-
mon Council to be blunt,”
Payne said.

An incident reported in The
Freeman on Dec. 15, 2018 also
was related to a disagreement
with his former wife, but for
which there were no charges.

In the 2018 incident,
deputies initially referred his
former wife for a charge of
domestic violence/disorderly
conduct for a July 7 incident,
and Perry for a charge of
domestic violence/battery for
a June 10 incident, but after
reviewing the case, an assis-
tant Waukesha County district
attorney determined criminal
charges weren’t warranted.
Both cases were then referred
back to the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment for noncriminal cita-
tions.

Alderman Rick Lemke said
Perry has been an honorable
and reputable person through
his dealings with him in the
last year and a half.

“I can’t make any comments
to this incident because I don’t
know anything about it and
until he’s proven guilty, I guess
we have to go with innocent
until proven guilty,” Lemke
said.

Alderman Dean Lemke said
before he was sworn into his
aldermanic role, he received a
call from two people — the
mayor and Perry.

“I can just say he was very
helpful,” Lemke said.

Perry’s home address
Also contained within the

criminal complaint was a resi-
dential address for Perry in
the 1400 block of Rockridge
Road — an address outside of
his aldermanic district that
was not listed on the Common
Council website.

Reilly said he was in con-
tact with Perry in regards to
the address discrepancy
Wednesday. Perry told The
Freeman Wednesday he
resides at the address on file
with the city — 1018 River
Place Blvd., which is in his
aldermanic district. 

When asked about alleged
domestic abuse incident on
Monday happening on Rock-
ridge Road, also listed as his

address, Perry said “It was my
weekend to have the children,
so we were there. That’s all I
(can) comment on. There is no
residency violation.”

Perry also said he made
arrangements best suited for
his son and a new family set-
up and was in communication
with the city attorney prior to
securing safe housing. He said
he “was, is and have remained
well within compliance” when
it comes to living in the 12th
aldermanic district.

Reilly said under state elec-
tion laws, it is the responsibili-
ty of the elected official to pro-
vide their address — if they
move out of the district they
need to resign. When asked if
they will be looking further
into the matter, Reilly said he
could not answer at this point.

“There’s case law in regards
to what is your primary place
of residence, or your abode, is
what some of the cases call it,
and it’s where you lay your
head at majority of the
nights,” Reilly said, who also
is a private practice lawyer.

Reilly said he understands
why people would be con-
cerned if their alderperson
was not living in their district;
however, he is not going to
make a judgement without
finding out more information.

Perry also used his address
at River Place Boulevard when
he ran unsuccessfully as a
Democrat to unseat Republi-
can incumbent state Assem-
blyman Scott Allen in the Nov.
3 election.

Perry is currently in his
third term as a Waukesha
alderman, which is scheduled
to expire in 2022. 

He had previously said he
would not seek re-election in
2022 because of a self-imposed
term limit. When asked
Wednesday if plans to contin-
ue through his aldermanic
term into 2022, he did not
return comment.

Calls to Perry’s attorney
Jeremy Perri were not
returned Wednesday.
Attempts to contact City
Attorney Brian Running were
not returned Wednesday.

Allegations
Perry, 40, is facing one count

of misdemeanor battery,
domestic abuse, one count of
criminal damage to property,
domestic abuse, one count of
disorderly conduct, domestic
abuse, and one count of felony
intimidation of a victim,
domestic abuse.

If guilty, Perry could face
$46,000 in fines or 11 years and
eight months of imprison-

ment. The Waukesha Police
Department turned over the
case to the Waukesha County
Sheriff’s Department due to
Perry’s status as an elected
official.

According to the criminal
complaint, Perry’s ex-wife
alleges Perry asked her to pick
up their children at his resi-
dence in the 1400 block if
Rockridge Road to take them
to school on Monday.

According to the complaint,
Perry stopped the elevator
and prevented the doors from
closing when she was in the
elevator with their children —
he then allegedly began to
threaten his ex-wife and made
statements regarding his
authority and position as an
elected official in the city, she
said.

According to the complaint,
Perry’s ex-wife said she would
be calling 911 and dialed the
number on her cellphone;
however, she couldn’t com-
plete the call because Perry
allegedly grabbed the cell-
phone from her and threw it to
the ground, cracking the
screen.

According to the complaint,
he allegedly grabbed both of
his ex-wife’s arms and shoul-
ders forcefully preventing her
from leaving. During this
time, his ex-wife said the chil-
dren were crying as witnesses
to the incident.

Perry answered the door to
deputies later that day after
they knocked loudly for sever-
al minutes, according to the
complaint. He was ultimately
arrested and during that time,
one deputy noted Perry
appeared to be intoxicated
based on what appeared to be
glassy eyes and the “strong
odor of consumed intoxi-
cants.”

According to the complaint,
Perry allegedly told deputies
“I want you to know this is not
a good decision. This is going
to haunt you.”

Perry told The Freeman
Tuesday he is innocent of all
charges.

A signature bond was set for
Perry in the amount of $2,500.
Perry is to have no contact
nor come within 1,500 feet of
his ex-wife and must comply
with GPS monitoring. He
must also have absolute sobri-
ety and may not possess or
consume any alcohol. 

Perry is scheduled to have a
preliminary hearing at 9:15
a.m. Jan. 13.

On Tuesday, Perry’s ex-wife
told The Freeman she did not
want to comment on the alle-
gations.

WCTC
From Page 1A

During his first year at
WCTC, Barnhouse plans to
meet with leaders from busi-
ness and industry as well as K-
12 school districts. He also
wants to gain a first-hand look
at what is happening inside
local companies to ensure stu-
dents are learning relevant
skills for today’s jobs — but
also for the ones that are yet to
be developed.

“I think the board thought I
was joking in my interview
when I said I’d carry a pair of
steel-toe boots in my trunk so
that I can get on the plant floor
— and find out what the needs
are, what we can do better and
what’s coming up next – but I
was serious about that,” he
said. “You’ve got to get under
the machine, with the folks
who are running the machine,
to figure out how to make it
better.”

Barnhouse and his wife,
Tiffany, will be moving to Wis-
consin later next month. Origi-
nally from Winnipeg, Manito-
ba, Canada, Barnhouse said
Wisconsin feels like home. He
spent a dozen years in the state
from the early 2000s to the late
2010s. For Tiffany, it is a true
homecoming as she grew up in
Pewaukee.

District
From Page 1A

During his presentation,
Sebert noted in September
the district had 147 students
quarantined but now that
number is 1,262 and there is
reason to believe increases
will continue in December
and January. Sebert said the
temporary closures at
schools have undermined
consistency and predictabili-
ty. 

New additions to the 2-3
hybrid plan include live-
streaming capabilities and an
option for special needs stu-
dents to remain on the sched-
ule with four in-person learn-
ing days. The change does not
affect elementary students,
who have the option of five-
day in-person learning or full
virtual learning. Students
may also be able to opt for a
full virtual model by using
live-streamed classes five-
days per week or enroll in the
fully virtual eAchieve Acade-
my, which existed prior to the
COVID-19 pandemic. 

School Board President Joe

Como said returning to the 2-
3 hybrid model would offer
more predictability than the
current model, which sees
schools closing regularly for
weeks at a time. “We’re crea-
tures of habit,” he said. “Part
or most of our habits is
schedule... There is a little
more predictability here.” 

Roddy voiced confidence in
the district’s live-streaming
capabilities. She said she has
a student who is currently on
a quarantine and learning
virtually as a result, which
she said she feels is working
well. “The two-day is going to
help us keep our doors open,”
she said. 

Montiho asked whether
making adjustments around
how quarantine is handled
could help make things more
sustainable rather than
reducing the number of in-
person school days. 

O’Bryan said based on the
quarantine documents from
the district, the 14-day period
it can take for symptoms to
emerge make changing how
quarantine works implausi-
ble. 

“It’s driven by the CDC and

the public health depart-
ment,” he said. “Right now,
that 14-day period is current-
ly the period that the CDC
has.” 

Voit asked why the transi-
tion is planned for Nov. 30
rather than sooner, with
cases being at their current
levels. Sebert said that’s due
to the district’s ability to
operate between now and
Thanksgiving break as well
as the need to give staff and
families time to prepare. 

Previously, the School
Board approved a full five-day
model before debating and
ultimately rejecting a phased-
in plan that would have seen
the district starting fully vir-
tual and subsequently
approving the 2-3 hybrid
plan. The district was able to
switch to the 4-1 hybrid plan
in October without a board
vote because the board had
agreed to give it a level of
unilateral flexibility. 

The new plan is set to con-
tinue through the end of the
semester, with the board
expected to review it in Jan-
uary and potentially make
further changes if needed. 

Republican Dan Sullivan
re-elected in Alaska 

Senate race

MADISON (AP) — A sub-
urban Milwaukee police
commission will begin
deciding next month
whether to discipline an
officer who has killed three
suspects in five years. 

The Wauwatosa Police
and Fire Commission’s
attorney, Chris Smith, set
an evidentiary hearing for
Officer Joseph Mensah for
Dec. 16. He said the pro-
ceeding could last as long
as several weeks.  

Mensah, who is black,
fatally shot Antonio Gon-
zales in 2015 after Gonza-
les refused to drop a

sword. He shot Jay Ander-
son Jr. in 2016 after he
found Anderson sitting in
a car in a city park after
hours. He shot 17-year-old
Alvin Cole in February
during a foot chase outside
a mall. Prosecutors said
Cole fired a gun during the
chase and refused to drop
it as officers closed in on
him. 

Mensah has been cleared
of any criminal wrongdo-
ing in all three incidents.
The decision not to charge
him in Cole’s death in early
October sparked several
nights of protests in

Wauwatosa, some of which
turned violent. 

The commission hired
former federal prosecutor
Steven Biskupic to investi-
gate what internal disci-
pline, if any, Mensah
should face. Biskupic has
recommended the panel
fire him, saying the chance
Mensah would kill a fourth
person and expose the city
to a costly lawsuit is too
great.  

Mensah’s attorney has
argued the commission
can’t fire him over some-
thing that hasn’t happened
yet.  

WASHINGTON (AP) —
President-elect Joe Biden
has chosen his longtime
adviser Ron Klain to
reprise his role as his
chief of staff. 

Klain will lead a White
House likely to be con-
sumed by the response to
the coronavirus pandem-
ic, which continues to
spread unchecked across
the nation, and he’ll face
the challenge of working

with a divided Congress
that could include a
Republican-led Senate.
Klain served as the coor-
dinator to the Ebola
response during the 2014
outbreak. 

In a statement Wednes-
day night, Biden suggest-
ed he chose Klain for the
position because his long-
time experience in Wash-
ington had prepared him
for such challenges.  

Klain was chief of staff
for Biden during Barack
Obama’s first term, was
chief of staff to Vice
President Al Gore in the
mid-1990s and was a key
adviser on the Biden cam-
paign, guiding Biden’s
debate preparations and
coronavirus response.
He’s known and worked
with Biden since the
Democrat’s 1987 presiden-
tial campaign. 

Biden chooses longtime adviser 
Ron Klain as chief of staff 

Hearing on Wisconsin officer’s
fate will start in December

Associated Press

In this Nov. 2, 2020, file photo, Republican U.S. Sen. Dan Sullivan waves a sign at a busy
intersection in Anchorage, Alaska. Sen. Sullivan on Wednesday, Nov. 11, 2020, won re-
election in Alaska, defeating independent Al Gross.
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