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A Trusted Tradition since 1859

WCTC opening new campus training,
shooting range building in January
Fletcher Arms to open second
location at previous WCTC range
By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com
262-513-2651

PEWAUKEE — Waukesha
County Technical College
(WCTC) is wrapping up the
construction of a new police
training building, which
will include classrooms and
a new indoor shooting
range, and Fletcher Arms
will soon be taking over

WCTC’s old shooting range
at the Pewaukee Campus.
WCTC Director of Public
Relations, Marketing & Outreach Andrew Palen said
construction of the new
building, which will be
known as “Building V,” is
expected to be completed
sometime around Jan. 3.
The indoor shooting range
will only be available for use
by law enforcement students

and active duty officers
working on their recertification.
The new building’s location is north of an existing
baseball diamond and immediately west of a parking lot
at the southwest end of the
main WCTC campus. The
address of the building will
be 800 Main St., Building V,
Pewaukee.
According to Palen, the
accepted project bid for the
new building was about $1.2
million.
An
additional
$150,000 was allocated for
architecture and engineer-

ing costs.
WCTC previously leased a
building they used as a firing range, at the southwest
end of the school’s campus
at 1228 Hickory St., Pewaukee. That campus was also
primarily used by law
enforcement students and
officers throughout the
region, but also was open to
the public prior to COVID19.
“One of the main advanNikki Brahm/Freeman Staff
tages is delivering our curConstruction on the new police training building at Waukesha
riculum and training on

County Technical College is wrapping up.
See RANGE, PAGE 8A expected to open in January.

Closing arguments delivered
in Rittenhouse trial
Prosecutor says Rittenhouse provoked bloodshed; defense attorney
says shooting started after ‘crazy person’ attacked his client
KENOSHA (AP) — Kyle
Rittenhouse
provoked
bloodshed on the streets of
Kenosha by bringing a
semi-automatic rifle to a
protest and menacing others, and when the shooting
stopped, he walked off like
a ‘‘hero in a Western,’’ a
prosecutor said in closing
arguments Monday at Rittenhouse’s murder trial.
But Rittenhouse’s lawyer
countered that the shooting
started after the young man
was ambushed by a ‘‘crazy
person’’ that night and
feared his gun was going to
be wrested away and used to
kill him. Defense attorney
Mark Richards said Rittenhouse acted in self-defense.
Rittenhouse, then 17, shot
two men to death and
wounded a third during a
tumultuous
night
of
protests against perceived
racial injustice in the summer of 2020.
Rittenhouse said he went
to Kenosha from his home
in Antioch, Illinois, to protect property from rioters in
the days after a black man
who was resisting arrest,
Jacob Blake, was shot by a
white Kenosha police officer. Rittenhouse, a former
police youth cadet, is white,
as were those he shot.
In closing arguments,
prosecutor Thomas Binger
said Rittenhouse was a
‘‘wannabe soldier’’ and was
‘‘looking for trouble that
night.’’ Binger repeatedly
showed the jury drone video
that he said depicted Rittenhouse pointing the AR-style
weapon at demonstrators.
‘‘This is the provocation.

It is tentatively

Washington Post
issues corrections
on Waukesha School
Board coverage
Rajnicek: Misrepresentation led
to harassment, threats
By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com
262-513-2657

Associated Press

Defense attorney Corey Chirafisi, left, and Kyle Rittenhouse wait for the start of the day’s proceedings in the Rittenhouse trial at the Kenosha County Courthouse in Kenosha on Monday.
Rittenhouse is accused of killing two people and wounding a third during a protest over police
brutality in Kenosha last year.
This is what starts this incident,’’
the
prosecutor
declared.
He told the jury: ‘‘You lose
the right to self-defense
when you’re the one who
brought the gun, when you
are the one creating the
danger, when you’re the one
provoking other people.’’
Rittenhouse, now 18, faces
a mandatory sentence of
life in prison if convicted of
the most serious charge
against him, first-degree
intentional
homicide,
which is Wisconsin’s top
murder charge.

Binger zeroed in on the
killing of 36-year-old Joseph
Rosenbaum, who was the
first man shot that night
and whose shooting set in
motion the ones that followed.
The
prosecutor
repeatedly called it murder,
saying it was unjustified.
The prosecutor reminded
jurors that Rittenhouse testified he knew Rosenbaum
was unarmed. Binger also
said there is no video to support the defense claim that
Rosenbaum threatened to
kill Rittenhouse.
Binger disputed the con-

Inside
EXPLAINER: What
charges does
Rittenhouse face? >> 6A
tention that Rosenbaum
was trying to grab Rittenhouse’s rifle. ‘‘Mr. Rosenbaum is not even within
arm’s reach when the first
shot occurs,’’ Binger said.
He rejected the claim that
Rittenhouse had no choice
but to shoot, saying he could
have run away.

See TRIAL, PAGE 8A

Delafield’s Seven Seas may reopen under
November 17, 2021 8:08 am (GMT -6:00)

WAUKESHA — In August, the Washington Post tweeted
an article with a headline quoting a member of the Waukesha School Board. Then the harassment started.
The article was behind a paywall that effectively blocked
non-subscribers from reading it in its entirety, meaning
many who saw it on their social media timelines only read
the headline.
But even those who actually read the full article wouldn’t
be getting an accurate representation of what was said. The
Post quoted board member Karin Rajnicek, in a way that
implied she used the word “spoiled” when referring to students getting free lunches.
Rajnicek’s full statement was “This is a big problem and
it’s really easy to get sucked into and to become spoiled and
then to just think it’s not my problem anymore it’s everyone
else’s problem to feed my children.” She was referring to
families that could, in fact, afford to provide lunches for
their children but might decide not to if a program fed all
children for free regardless of their caretakers’ income.
But once the tweet with a truncated two-word quote
attributed to Rajnicek was posted and shared online, a torrent of hostility was unleashed — for her most of all, but
also for all board members and some district administrators.
Rajnicek received 125 texts, and more than 800 emails.
The messages included threats of violence, sexual assault,
a happy birthday banner cut up like a ransom note that
read “let them eat cake” in a reference to Queen Marie
Antoinette who lost her life in the violent French Revolution, and more. On Aug. 27 alone, she said, she received 300
calls and 96 voicemails saying “some truly horrific things.”
She also received about 30 letters and packages at both work
and home, with “awful statements and disgusting comments.”
Four hundred and eleven negative 1-star reviews came in
online in just a single day for Rajnicek’s business, many referencing the quote in the Post article; her attorney said that
took her in 24 hours from a five-star rating to a one-star rating; some booked fake appointments under names like
“hungry child” and news reporters pointed cameras into
the business through the windows. Rajnicek’s landlord took
down the signs for her business and suggested she take time
off, but she told them she had to come in to support her family. Eventually, the website for her business had to be taken
by and
TECNAVIA
down and she disabled her Powered
Facebook
Instagram
accounts. She was even reported for child abuse.
The home addresses of Rajnicek and other board mem-
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campus,” Palen said. “The
previous firing range was on
a leased property – which
incurs yearly costs on top of
operational costs. By bringing a firing range training
facility for students and law
enforcement to the Pewaukee campus, the college was
able to eliminate those additional costs. Although there
is an initial cost to the construction of a new building,
this will, ultimately, benefit
taxpayers in the long run.”

Fletcher Arms
vate events overlooking
Nagawicka Lake;
■ A private social club
with an “elevated dining
experience” and a private
bar.
Kris Kiefer, owner of Castle Senior Living, also did
not immediately return
calls seeking comment on
how the proposal would
impact his federal lawsuit
against the city.
The Plan Commission
meeting will take place at 7
p.m. on Wednesday at City
Hall, 500 Genesee St., in the
council chambers.
The full information
packet can be found on the
city’s website, cityofdelafield.com/AgendaCenter.
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Sean Eaton, owner of
Fletcher Arms, said they
will be opening their second
location at what had previously been WCTC’s firing
range at 1228 Hickory St. The
second location will be
known as Fletcher Arms
Lake Country.
Eaton said the new location is expected to open Dec.
20, with a countdown available on their website at
www.fletcherarms.com.
Eaton said he became
aware that WCTC was going
to move out of their old location, so he reached out to the
owners of the building.
Eaton said they came to an
agreement with the owners,
who sold the building and
equipment to Fletcher Arms.
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Over the last few months,
Eaton said they’ve seen
plans coming together, most
recently receiving their conditional use permit for retail
and firing range operations.
They plan to open the
shooting range first and
begin renovations for the
retail portion of the business
in the future, Eaton said.
Since he bought his business in 2008, Eaton said he’s
seen many shooting ranges
open throughout Southeastern Wisconsin over the
years. Eaton decided to open
the second location along
Hickory Street because it
was a good opportunity, he
said.
The Pewaukee location has
12 shooting lanes at 75-foot
distances
and
more
advanced target controls. At
the Waukesha location,
Eaton said they have 15 lanes
— he added five lanes after
he bought the business in
2008 in order to meet
demand.
“People are excited,” he
said. “The public used to use
(the Hickory Street range)
and they’re excited to get
back in there and be able to
use it again. It will be opening in just over a month,
before Christmas.”
The business offers memberships that include both
locations and offers discounts at local businesses,
Eaton said.
pages of legal instructions
to the jury.
In his instructions, the
judge said that to accept
Rittenhouse’s claim of
self-defense, the jury must
find that he believed there
was an unlawful threat to
him and that the amount
of force he used was reasonable and necessary.
After closing arguments,
names were to be drawn to
determine which 12 of the
18 jurors who heard testimony would deliberate,
with the rest dismissed as
alternates.

board members in late
August amidst the harassPage : A08
ment they were experiencing; they subsequently
voted 5-4 to return to the
SSO at the start of the
school year.
In addition to Rajnicek,
Waukesha Schools CFO
Darren Clark received
harassment. The SSO provided free lunches to students regardless of family
income, while the program the district previously utilized still offered
free and reduced meals to
those
in
need,
but
required families to apply.
Washington Post General Assignment Editor
Keith
McMillan
told
Rajnicek in an email Oct.
11 after reviewing the
story and YouTube video
with a reporter, managing
editor, and lawyer, “While
we cannot retract a story
that remains mostly correct as printed, we did recognize that there was
nuance in your comments
that we missed. We have
written a new headline,
appended a correction to
the story and deleted the
original tweet, sending a
new tweet to explain why.”
The updated headline
on the Post article no
longer included the world
“spoiled.”
“It’s just sad,” board
member Corey Montiho
said of the situation. “She
spoke very specifically
and she spoke at length…
the destruction that came
was purposeful (and) reckless… Retractions, corrections don’t fix it. The damage is done.”
Rajnicek and her attorney asked for a more substantial correction. A
communication from a
Post lawyer later last
month states a clause in
the original correction
was removed because it
was ambiguous enough to
still suggest Rajnicek
made a statement regarding
students
being
spoiled. She and her attorney are considering litigation against the Post.
The Washington Post
declined to comment for
this Freeman article.
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Attorney Thomas Binger holds Kyle Rittenhouse’s gun as he gives the state’s
November 17, 2021 8:08 am (GMT -6:00)
in Kyle Rittenhouse’s
trial at the Kenosha County Courthouse in Kenosha on
was expected to begin deliberations this morning.
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