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WASHINGTON — U.S. Senators Ron
Johnson, R-WI, chairman of the Sen-
ate Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs Committee, and Rand
Paul, R-KY, sent a letter Thursday to
U.S. National Institutes of Health
Director Francis Collins to request
that federal government expedite its
review of early COVID-19 treatment
options. Current NIH guidelines do
not recommend treatment until
patients are sick enough to require
hospitalization — at which point,
treatment is often too late.

“We believe that Congress and the
federal government must respond to

the urgency of the pre-
sent situation,” the sen-
ators said in a state-
ment. “Many Ameri-
cans are being severely
impacted by the devas-
tating consequences of
this disease, and public
health authorities and
pharmaceutical compa-

nies have provided few solutions for
early treatments. For these reasons, we
believe it is urgent that the federal gov-
ernment expedite review of low cost,
widely available, and potentially bene-
ficial early combination treatments

including anti-infectives (favipiravir,
hydroxychloroquine, ivermection,
azithromycin, doxycycline), corticos-
teroids (dexamethasone, hydrocorti-
sone, prednisone, inhaled steroids),
and antiplatelet/antithrombotic
(aspirin, low-molecular weight hep-
arin, novel anticoagulants) drugs.
Because there are no conclusive ran-
domized trials of any single product in
any setting, we request the NIH to
expand their review to all study
designs, from all countries, in all treat-
ment settings, and consider the evi-
dence in terms of probability of thera-
peutic gain balanced with safety.”

PEWAUKEE — Second-year Wauke-
sha County Technical College baking
and pastry management students are
using the skills honed in their classes
to help support Habitat for Humanity
of Waukesha County.

For the sixth year, students have
baked and assembled 20 plain, undec-
orated gingerbread houses and donat-
ed them to Habitat for the annual Gin-
gerbread Build competition and
fundraiser.

The event is sponsored by

Shorewest Realtors and MLG Capital,
along with Thrivent.

Companies, individuals or organi-
zations could then purchase pre-
assembled, blank slate houses from
Habitat – or make their own – and
decorate them and submit them to the
contest.

A total of 34 decorated gingerbread
houses – including 10 WCTC student
entries – will be on display at The
Corners of Brookfield from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. Saturday. In-person voting will

take place Saturday at the Corners,
along with online voting Saturday
and Sunday; cost is $1 per vote. The
contest winner will be announced on
social media Monday, and will receive
a $250 gift card to The Corners. All
proceeds from voting tickets will be
used in Waukesha County to help
build affordable housing.

To learn more about WCTC’s Bak-
ing and Pastry Management pro-
grams, visit www.wctc.edu/baking-
pastry-mgmt.

PEWAUKEE – Waukesha County
Technical College was chosen as one
of 25 public community/technical
colleges from more than 160 appli-
cants nationwide to receive a 2020
PATH Scholarship from Ellucian, a
leading provider of software and ser-
vices built to power higher education.

The PATH Scholarship provides
funds to institutions that will then

deliver the financial support to stu-
dents experiencing economic hard-
ships resulting from the COVID-19
coronavirus pandemic. WCTC
received $20,000 and will then award
financial gifts of $500 to $2,000 to indi-
vidual students until the funds are
exhausted. This money will help cover
items such as housing costs, tuition
expenses and food — the most pressing

needs as identified by the winners.
“We are excited for this opportunity

to provide our students with addi-
tional assistance during this national
pandemic,” said Justin Kehring,
WCTC’s manager of financial aid.
“These scholarship funds will help
our students achieve their education-
al dreams while decreasing the finan-
cial burden created by COVID-19.”
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Hillcrest Elementary third-grader Jackson Nettekoven partici-
pates in the computer coding event with the Waukesha School
District and Carroll University.

Carroll University,
Waukesha schools 

partner on computer
coding

WAUKESHA – Carroll University and the Waukesha
School District kicked off a new partnership during Com-
puter Science Education Week to rev up student interest in
computer coding at the grade-school level.

Over 1,125 students in more than 40 classrooms across
grades 3-5 signed up for the virtual launch of the program
Wednesday. The bulk of teaching and learning about coding
will take place in 2021 when Waukesha students will work
with Carroll computer science alums Bob Graff and Lorne
von Asten and Carroll student Meghan Gamradt.

Brian Yearling, instructional technologies coordinator
for the district, said Carroll School of Education students
Taylor Dushack, Desirae Dunn, Meghan Mueller, Madeline
Vang and Kalie Forcier are developing the lessons for the
program, which will continue in February.

“Through our partnership with Carroll University, the
School of Education students are hard at work developing
more self-paced Hour of Code modules that will be available
to Waukesha students in the Blackboard program,” Year-
ling said. “Students will explore new coding tools as they
complete the three tutorials aimed at students in grades 3-5.
And we will introduce a ‘challenge’ that will inspire stu-
dents to keep coding and complete all three modules.”
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