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Volunteer Alexi Ithier thanks those who donate to the Red Kettle Campaign Monday and wishes them a Merry Christmas.
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WAUKESHA — A Milwau-
kee man was charged with
attempted homicide of his
girlfriend on Monday after
he allegedly put a gun in her
mouth and battered her in a
Town of Brookfield hotel
room Friday night.

Masean Geter, 24, was
charged Monday in Wauke-
sha County Circuit Court
with attempted homicide —
domestic abuse and using a
dangerous weapon, misde-
meanor battery, battery
causing great bodily harm,
stalking, criminal damage to
property, false imprison-
ment, theft, and two strangu-
lation and suffocation using
a dangerous weapon, carry-
ing a concealed weapon and
concealing stolen property.

He was ordered held on
$100,000 cash bail in a Mon-
day court appearance. A call
to his attorney, Cassandra
Miller seeking comment was
not returned Monday.

A criminal complaint in
the case said police were dis-
patched to the Extended Stay
Hotel on Brookfield Road
Friday night after a reported
domestic violence incident.
The alleged victim, identi-
fied as Victim A, said she
and Geter had a “complicat-
ed relationship” over the
past couple months and they
were at the hotel with no
other place to stay late last
week.

On Thursday, the woman

said she confronted Geter
over $450 she believed he’d
taken from her, and then he
slapped her and pulled her
hair, but they went to bed.
The next day, when the
woman reported the inci-
dent to her mother, Geter
took her phone from her,
destroyed it, and when she
told him to leave, he told her,
“If I ever leave you I am
going to leave you (messed)
up,” the complaint said. He
began hitting her in the face,
put a gun into her mouth
and hit her face with it. He
then choked her and lifted
her up by her neck. the
woman fought back, using a
belt to try to choke Geter, but
it broke, the complaint said.
He then tried to use a phone
and a lamp to strike her, it
added.

The woman was able to get
out of the room and get help,
but Geter fled in a car, which
was stopped as it
approached Interstate 94.
Inside a secret compartment
in the vehicle, police eventu-
ally found a gun that had
been reported stolen, the
complaint said.

The woman was found to
have a number of injuries,
including broken bones in
her face. The woman also
bore older injuries including
bite marks and described
injuries from incidents in
the past year, including a
miscarriage she suffered
after he hit her and an alle-
gation he sexually assaulted
her without consent, the
complaint said. The com-
plaint also outlined other
incidents involving the cou-
ple that were documented to
have occurred in West Allis
on Dec. 30, 2019, Glendale the
previous month, and in Mil-
waukee in July 2019.
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WAUKESHA COUNTY —
This year’s Red Kettle Cam-
paign has been the most
challenging in the past two
years, possibly ever, accord-
ing to The Salvation Army
of Waukesha County offi-
cials.

Major Tim Nauta said
this year they’ve been trail-
ing behind last year’s goals

the entire time they’ve been
collecting donations. So far,
Nauta said they’ve raised
about $525,000 of their
$865,000 goal, including
from kettles, mail solicita-
tions and all other cash and
check donations.

“Donors have been very
generous this year when
giving at a red kettle,”

Nauta said. “The problem is
that they don’t give unless a
person is there and this
year is at an all-time low for
volunteers manning a ket-
tle.”

Although the red kettles
will be ending on Christ-
mas Eve, people may still
give online or by sending a
check, Nauta said. This

year’s Christmas fundrais-
ing campaign will run
through January 15, 2021.

“We’re still confident that
we may reach our goal with
some major gifts from spe-
cial donors,” Nauta said.

To donate or read more
information, visit online at
https://centralusa.salva-
tionarmy.org/waukesha.

Red Kettle Campaign continues
amid COVID-19

Salvation Army campaigning despite lack of volunteers

WAUKESHA — A man
stopped by police on suspi-
cion of operating while
intoxicated last week asked
an officer, “Can y’all just
take me to jail?” according
to a criminal complaint
against him.

Christopher Williams, 43,
of Milwaukee was charged
last week with a seventh
offense of operating while
intoxicated as well as
counts of operating after
revocation and failing to
install an ignition interlock
device. He was released on a
$2,000 cash bond and is to
appear in court again Jan.
22.

According to a criminal
complaint, a Brookfield
police officer saw a car in a
right-turn lane on Capitol
Drive at Pilgrim Road with
a passenger-side wheel atop
a median, which it then
drove over as it turned onto
Pilgrim at about 2 a.m.

Wednesday.
The officer stopped the

car, the driver of which —
Williams — had an odor of
alcohol about him, blood-
shot eyes and slurred
speech, the complaint said.
Williams told the officer
he’d been on the phone, but
denied drinking, the com-
plaint said. He then admit-
ted, “just to tell you, I’ve
been drinking and driving,”
it added.

He declined to take field
sobriety tests and said,
“Can y’all just take me to
jail?” the complaint said. It
added that Williams’ car did
not have an ignition inter-
lock device, which he was
under a court order to have.

The complaint indicated
the arrest was his seventh
for operating while intoxi-
cated. If convicted, that
charge carries a penalty of
up to 12.5 years in prison
and $25,000 in fines.
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OCONOMOWOC — The
Downtown Oconomowoc
Business Association is
rebranding itself as the
Downtown Oconomowoc
Business District starting
Jan. 1, DOBT Director Sara
Ninmann said. 

“We are going to do that
because we’re going to grow
with our relationships with
other areas that are shop-
ping areas in
Oconomowoc,” Ninmann
said. 

Ninmann said the Busi-
ness District’s work will be
to foster relationships with
the rest of the city’s busi-

ness areas including Pabst
Farms, Whitman Park, the
Prairie Creek Shoppes as
well as the new businesses
that come into the Olympia
Fields development in the
future. 

“I will work with building
relationships with them to
each their own district as
well,” Ninmann said. 

Ninmann said while the
name change may be minor,
it comes with a lot of
updates regarding how busi-
nesses in the Business Dis-
trict and citizens interact
with it. 

As part of the new
rebrand, Ninmann said the
Business District plans on
adding a few new events
including a pub crawl, a

farm-to-table event and pos-
sibly adding more dates to
the Village Green Beer Gar-
dens. 

In addition, Ninmann said
the Business District will be
rolling out new ways for the
businesses and citizens to
be involved with it. 

Starting Jan. 1, the dis-
trict will have a website that
will feature more content
and be more user friendly
than the previous website,
as well as a new app for peo-
ple to use. 

“People in and people vis-
iting Oconomowoc are going
to want to download it
because it brings all of our
offerings to one place at
their fingertips,” Ninmann
said. “There will be special

deals on their along with
upcoming events. It will be
great to have it all in one
place.” 

Lastly, the Business Dis-
trict will be working with an
advertising company to cre-
ate 30-second commercials
for social media to help busi-
nesses in the district pro-
mote themselves and garner
attention, Ninmann said. 

The Downtown
Oconomowoc Business Dis-
trict aims to help promote
the entrepreneurial spirit
engrained in the rich histo-
ry of Oconomowoc and
reclaim the area as the
Heart of Lake Country
through communication,
entertainment and events,
according to its website. 

Downtown Oconomowoc undergoing a rebrand 
The DOBA now to become the Downtown Oconomowoc Business District 

PEWAUKEE — Learning
in Retirement of Waukesha
County Inc., which is hosted
by Waukesha County Tech-
nical College, was the recip-
ient of three monetary
donations that have been
used to assist LIRWC mem-
bers who are deaf or hard of
hearing.

The Waukesha Noon
Lions Club and the Wiscon-
sin Lions District 27-A1
donated $1,043 and $1,003,
respectively, for the pur-
chase of devices that aid
individuals with hearing

impairments. The LIWRC
used the funds to buy two
Phonak Roger Digimaster
5000 devices, which are
classroom amplification
systems that improve the
listener experience, and one
Roger Soundfield Touch-
screen Microphone, which
assists with clarity in com-
munication and noise
reduction.

A third donation from
Enterprise Holdings Foun-
dation in the amount of
$1,500 permitted the addi-
tion of a Roger Touchscreen

Mic and two Roger MyLink
units. This enables mem-
bers who have hearing aids
with T-coils the ability to
connect directly into the
instructor’s microphone
rather than listening
through the amplification
system alone.

Lisa Peterson, president
of LIWRC, said the organi-
zation is grateful for the
donations, and it will pro-
vide current and future
members who have hearing
issues to better enjoy
LIWRC offerings. Addition-

ally, a representative from
Phonak provided instruc-
tors and members with a
demonstration on how to
incorporate the technology
into classes.

“The generosity of these
donations will allow
LIRWC’s programs to reach
more deaf and hard of hear-
ing individuals in the com-
munity who desire to con-
tinue lifelong learning but
have previously felt exclud-
ed,” Peterson said, noting
the devices will allow for
more active participation.

Learning in Retirement program receives donations

WAUKESHA — During
the holiday weeks of
Christmas Day and New
Year’s Day, garbage and
recycling services will be
bumped one day if the holi-
day falls on a weekday.

Both New Year’s Day
and Christmas Day fall on
a Friday this season.

Service will be normal
the day before the holi-
days if pickup is on a
weekday. There is still
pickup on the “eve” of
holidays.

Carts or materials must
be set out by 6:30 a.m. on the
day of service. Bags or
other random small items
should not be put on the
ground. For bulky trash

items visit the city’s web-
site for details on how to
dispose of them. 

For more information
visit online at
https://bit.ly/3niJKcV.

MILWAUKEE (AP) — Talks
to determine the future of
Milwaukee’s former police
chief after a judge ruled he
was improperly demoted
ended Monday without a res-
olution. 

Former Chief Alfonso
Morales’ attorney, Franklyn
Gimbel, told The Associated
Press that ‘‘we were not close
to any reasonable settlement
terms,’’ but he said the
nature of any settlement,
including whether the goal is
to have Morales return to
work, hasn’t been deter-
mined yet.  

Gimbel told the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel that the
meeting was a preliminary
discussion and ‘‘we shall see
in the next several days or
week whether or not the city
comes around to a position
that is more reasonable from
my client’s point of view.’’ He
said he met with Assistant
City Attorney William David-
son and that City Attorney
Tearman Spencer wasn’t pre-
sent.  

Spencer did not immediate-
ly reply to an email from the
AP, but Mayor Tom Barrett
issued a statement later Mon-
day that cited the city attor-
ney and emphasized Morales
had chosen to retire. 

‘‘In consultation with the

City Attorney’s Office, we
understand the circuit
court’s recent ruling reinstat-
ed Alfonso Morales to his for-
mer rank as Chief of Police.
Chief Morales voluntarily
retired from service on
August 8, 2020. It is the City
Attorney’s position that he is
no longer a retired Captain;
rather, he is a retired Chief of
Police,” the mayor’s state-
ment said. 

Gimbel immediately fired
back, calling it ‘‘a cheap shot
attempt to close the door of
the Police administration
building to Chief Morales’
possible return to the job that
was taken from him illegal-
ly.’’ 

The Milwaukee Fire and
Police Commission voted in
August to demote Morales
amid criticism over the way
he handled multiple inci-
dents involving black people,
including the arrest of Mil-
waukee Bucks player Ster-
ling Brown. Commissioners
were also critical of his deci-
sion to use chemical irritants
against protesters who were
demonstrating after George
Floyd’s May 25 death in Min-
neapolis.  

After his demotion to cap-
tain, Morales retired, sued
for $635,000 in damages and
requested a judicial review.

On Friday, a judge reversed
the commission’s decision to
demote Morales but did not
give further instructions.  

It’s not clear what will hap-
pen next, but the commission
continues to search for a per-
manent police chief after
deadlocking on two external
candidates. Michael Brunson
Sr., who became acting chief
after Morales’ demotion, is
set to retire on Wednesday.  
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