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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

By Karen Pilarski 
kpilarski@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

WAUKESHA —  After 33 years
in business, Gyros West, 1538 E.
Moreland Blvd., announced it
would close by the end of the
year. Now the location could soon
become an auto sales and car

dealership. 
The Plan Commission will con-

sider a request from Lithia to
operate a Subaru auto sales and
service dealership along the
north side of Moreland Boule-
vard, east of Manhattan Drive.
Lithia recently purchased
Waukesha’s Wilde dealerships,
including the existing Subaru

dealership on Les Paul Parkway.
The applicant is requesting a
Conditional Use Permit for 1733
Manhattan Drive, 1530, 1538, 1560,
and 1570 E. Moreland Blvd. A
public hearing will be held on
Wednesday night regarding the
permit request. 

Gyros West to close at year’s end
Subaru Auto Dealership eyeing restaurant’s

location for showroom and service shop

Waukesha city documents 

Gyros West, 1538 E. Moreland Blvd., announced it would close by the end of the
year. Now the location could soon become an auto sales and car dealership.See GYROS, PAGE 8A

Title for 2023 
Waukesha Reads

announced 
WAUKESHA – The Waukesha Public Library

announced that their 2023 Waukesha Reads title is
“Shotgun Lovesongs” by Nickolas Butler. 

According to the New York Times, “Shotgun
Lovesongs” “is a good
o l d - f a s h i o n e d
novel...[which] follows
a group of childhood
friends from the town
of Little Wing, Wiscon-
sin, as circumstances and revelations force them to
navigate their changing relationships.”

Event calendars and free copies of the book are
available at the Waukesha Public Library, and
activities will take place from Sept. 23 to Oct. 31. 

See READS, PAGE 8A

Vernon board
delays vote on

proposed shared
sheriff’s contract Courtesy of WCTC

From left to right, WCTC Esports Coordinator and Coach Ian Sheeley, President Richard Barnhouse, and Dean of Students
Jonathan Pedraza cut a ribbon to commemorate the grand opening of the WCTC Esports Lab.

A space for competition, connection
Waukesha County Technical College unveils esports facility

By Isabella Kostolni
ikostolni@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

PEWAUKEE — Esports have
taken college campuses by storm
in recent years, and Waukesha
County Technical College —
always keeping an eye out for
ways to innovate and modernize
— has hopped on the trend. 

On Tuesday, the college
unveiled its 1,800 square foot
esports lab, complete with 18
fully-equipped Alienware gam-
ing stations with accompanying
Alienware accessories, four
televisions, and a dedicated
Super Smash Bros. gaming area
with a Nintendo Switch OLED

paired with an 85-inch monitor.
WCTC also has a streaming lab
to produce YouTube and Twitch
streams.

WCTC Esports Coordinator
and Coach Ian Sheeley says the
lab was created in alignment with
the college president’s mission.

“President Barnhouse has a
very clear vision of where he
wants to take WCTC. He wants to
bring the college into the future,
into these new fields, these
uncharted grounds where new
ideas can really prosper,” he
said. “It’s more of a wave that
the school is embracing with all
these new ideas.” From left to right, students Alex Pettigrew, Wes Lidwin,

Dante Herrera (seated) and Tony Resendiz (standing) test
out the equipment at the WCTC Esports Lab on Tuesday.See ESPORTS, PAGE 8A

State GOP proposes
impeaching top elections
official after disputed 
vote to fire her 3A

Big Bend, after disbanding
police department, seeking

cooperative agreement 
By Dave Fidlin

Special to The Freeman

VERNON — After meeting behind closed doors
for nearly an hour, the Vernon Village Board on
Thursday tabled a vote on Big Bend’s proposal to
share Waukesha County Sheriff’s Department
resources with the neighboring community.

“We just needed some additional information,”
Vernon Village President Karen Schuh said, indi-
cating the matter will be revisited at a board meet-
ing on Thursday, Oct. 19.

See VERNON, PAGE 8A
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Gyros
From Page 1A

“They would like to expand
the Subaru dealership and
relocate it to the north side of
Moreland Boulevard. The
proposed location is current-
ly occupied by Gyros West
restaurant and several multi-
tenant commercial and office
buildings. Those buildings
will be demolished and
replaced with a car dealer-
ship plus vehicle storage,”
according to meeting docu-
ments. 

The proposed building will
be located near the northeast
corner of the newly created
property, with a landscape
buffer and also a driveway
between it and the north
property line. It will include a
showroom and service shop.
The applicants also plan to
add a small standalone car
wash building to the west of
the main dealership. There
are proposed parking spaces
for 40 employees and 56 cus-
tomers on-site, meeting docu-
ments said.

They also show 40 service
storage spaces and 113 inven-
tory vehicle storage spaces on
site, and that 437 inventory
storage spaces are available
off site.

Proposed dealership hours
are from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday and 7
a.m. to 5 p.m.  Saturday
(between sales and service).
Staff is recommending some
additional conditions due to
the proximity to residential
areas. Specifically, dealership
or service staff should not be
using vehicle panic buttons
to find cars in the storage
areas. Use of outdoor P.A. sys-
tems also should not be
allowed, or at least only
allowed during regular busi-
ness hours.

The applicants will submit
a detailed lighting or land-
scape plans with the Site Plan
Review at a later time.  

“The Plan Commission’s
typical standard for parking
lot lighting is to allow light
pole heights of up to twenty
feet, with a four-foot base. The
Plan Commission has
required shorter poles in the
past though for auto dealer-
ships which are adjacent to
residential. In this case, staff
feels that fifteen-foot light
poles would be appropriate.
Lastly, the applicants have
requested a permanent Con-
ditional Use Permit, and plan
to make a significant invest-
ment into the property. It
would be unreasonable to
approve the permit on a tem-
porary basis, but it may be
advisable to bring it back for
a review one year after the
date of occupancy, to deter-
mine whether additional con-
ditions are necessary,” the
documents said. 

Gyros West posted in June
on social media that the own-
ers had reached an agree-
ment for the purchase of its
location.

“Our role in Waukesha has
been important since the day
we opened our doors in
March of 1990. We’ve had the
pleasure of catering count-
less events, hosting fundrais-
ers, donating to local organi-
zations, and being a part of
our thriving community. It’s
been an honor to give back to
the place we call home and
create a positive impact,”
Gyros West’s post said.

Owner Leo Haideman
praised his staff back in
June. 

“Of course this would not
be possible without our out-
standing team. We are grate-
ful and fortunate to have a
staff that plays such an inte-
gral role in making Gyros
West the special place that it
is. A welcoming, warm
restaurant where regulars
are greeted by name and
strangers or first time cus-
tomers feel at home,” the post
said.

The meeting is at 6 p.m. on
Wednesday in the Council
Chambers at City Hall, 201
Delafield St.

Reads
From Page 1A

The Waukesha Public
Library, 321 Wisconsin Ave.,
has led this community-wide
reading initiative since 2007
to broaden the understanding
of the world, communities
and oneself through the shar-
ing of a book, according to
the library. 

The library is also collabo-
rating with a wide range of
local partners including edu-
cational institutions, arts
organizations and area busi-
nesses. 

During the month of Octo-
ber, a variety of events and
book discussion will be
offered for Waukesha’s 17th
year of community-wide
reading. 

For more information, visit
https://bit.ly/46KbI8s, or call
the Public Services Desk at
262-524-3682. 

Esports
From Page 1A

The esports lab is located in
Building B, on WCTC’s main cam-
pus in Pewaukee and is open to stu-
dents looking to play some video
games and build connections. 

“It offers a space for them to work
on their skills in competitive gam-
ing, but also acquire skills outside
of competitive gaming, like leader-
ship skills, social skills,” Sheeley
explained. “And more general
skills that they can hopefully take
and use in their personal life and in
their business life after college.”

Now that the lab is developed,
WCTC is starting up its own
esports teams. Apex Legends, FIFA,
chess, Fortnite, Valorant, Over-
watch, Super Smash Bros., Rocket
League, and League of Legends are
among the video games Sheeley is
putting teams together for.

“I’ve worked in esports for the
past three years, and there’s sort of

a competitive canon of these games
that usually are free to play,” Shee-
ley added.  “They’re the most
watched [competitive games] on
Twitch and YouTube. So, I’m fol-
lowing a greater trend in esports.”

The esports program is open to
every student at WCTC. To get
involved, students can join the
WCTC Esports Discord. Then,
Sheeley will post in the Discord,
scheduling a three-hour bootcamp-
style tryout for each game.

During the tryout, Sheeley will
take into consideration both the
skills the students display as well
as the competitive rank the game
provides to all players. Students
also must have a minimum 2.0 GPA.
Based on the data he collects, Shee-
ley will then form teams.

“I’ll form a varsity, a JV, then a
JV 2 and JV 3 team. As many teams
as we can fill,” he said.

Whoever tries out is guaranteed a
spot on a WCTC esports team.

“From there, we will just develop
their skills,” Sheeley explained. “If

they’re not on varsity that first
semester, by the next year I’m hop-
ing to develop them into a varsity
player ...We’re just really trying to
build a community here.”

In spring, WCTC will be joining
the National Association of Colle-
giate Esports and will participate
in online tournaments. NACE
offers around $18 million in schol-
arships.

Beyond the national association,
WCTC will also be participating in a
collegiate conference just for esports
programs in Wisconsin to give their
players an opportunity to compete
in person.

“It’ll be a great way to foster some
rivalry and some competition,”
Sheeley said. “It’s important to have
these local tournaments because in-
person esports is so electric. It really
captures the lightning in the bottle
that is esports. You have two teams
from the same state, they know each
other and you put them in the same
room to duke it out. It’s just such a
fun environment to be in.”

WCTC is also hoping to eventually
host some tournaments in its very
own esports lab. The college also
plans on offering esports camps for
middle and high schoolers, schedul-
ing academic classes within the
facility, and providing recreational
gaming opportunities.

But Sheeley knows that regardless
of whatever game is played in the
lab, the students will be enhancing
their college experience. 

“It’s a great tool for students at
WCTC if they want something more,
if they want extracurriculars,” he
said. “It is really a foundation piece
for the future growth of WCTC,
where people see WCTC Esports as a
place for them to really develop as a
person and develop their skills in
gaming. And, overall, it’s a social
place where people can have fun and
make friends.”

For more information about
esports at WCTC, visit
https://www.wctc.edu/campus-
life/activities-organizations/stu-
dent-clubs.php. 

Vernon
From Page 1A

The discussion comes on the
heels of the Big Bend Village
Board’s decision earlier this
month to eliminate its longtime
locally run police force. Big Bend
officials have approached their
Vernon counterparts about a
shared sheriff’s agreement with
Vernon.

Before entering executive ses-
sion, the Vernon Village Board
heard from three Vernon and Big
Bend residents about the proposal
during public comment. Each of
the speakers had reservations
about the plans under review.

Vernon resident Sandee Policello
said she was concerned the propos-

al could impact policing within the
community — particularly if
deputies are stationed in Big Bend,
rather than Vernon, which is part
of the proposal.  

“I understand Big Bend wanting
to contract with (the sheriff’s
department), but I don’t think it
should affect our contract,” Poli-
cello said. 

Big Bend residents Bob Heine-
mann and Bill Clark also had con-
cerns, sharing misgivings about
the steps their Village Board took
to reach its decision and the next
steps that are now under review. 

Heinemann said he was con-
cerned the proposal could
inequitably favor Vernon over Big
Bend, in terms of split cost, even
though Vernon has more residents
and square miles to cover than Big

Bend.
“For me, it’s not good at all,”

Heinemann said. “This is not
advantageous to the village.”

Clark bemoaned the Big Bend
Village Board’s decision and said
he wished the longtime practice of
having a local, dedicated police
force in place would continue.

“We’re not going against it
because it’s with Vernon,” Clark
said. “We would like to keep our
police department. Anybody that
I’ve talked to is against it.” 

Big Bend officials cited cost sav-
ings as the primary driver behind
the disbanding of the local police
department.

Vernon started a five-year con-
tract with the sheriff’s department
on Jan. 1, 2021, six months after the
community incorporated and tran-

sitioned from a town to a village.
The draft contract between Big

Bend and Vernon includes a num-
ber provisions, including 1st Shift
coverage, five days a week, and 2nd
Shift coverage seven days a week.
Provisions for two additional full-
time deputies also are included in
the proposal.

In a news release early this
month, the Big Bend Village Board
indicated its proposed 2024 police
contract under its existing model
is $500,000, with the police chief’s
salary comprising about a quarter
of that figure. 

If plans move forward as pro-
posed, Big Bend’s share of the
sheriff’s contract with Vernon
would be $238,212.66 annually,
based on information in the news
release.

Zelenskyy delivers upbeat message to U.S. lawmakers
on war progress as some Republican support softens

WASHINGTON (AP) — President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy worked to
shore up U.S. support for Ukraine
on a whirlwind visit to Washington
on Thursday, delivering an upbeat
message on the war’s progress
while facing new questions about
the flow of American dollars that
for 19 months have helped keep his
troops in the fight against Russian
forces.

The Ukrainian leader received a
far quieter reception than the
hero’s welcome he was given last
year from Congress, but also won
generally favorable comments on
the next round of U.S. aid he says
he needs to stave off defeat.

Zelenskyy, in long-sleeve olive
drab, came to the Capitol with a
firm message in private talks with
Republican and Democratic lead-
ers. The Ukrainians have a solid
war plan, and “they are winning,”
lawmakers quoted him as assuring
them, at a time that the world is
watching Western support for
Kyiv.

President Joe Biden gave Zelen-
skyy a red-carpet arrival on the
White House South lawn and more
ceremony than world leaders nor-
mally receive, and made clear his
concern with Congress.

Intensifying opposition to con-
tinued Ukraine funding from a fac-
tion of congressional Republicans
largely aligned with the party’s
presidential frontrunner Donald
Trump is threatening what had
been easier congressional approval
for four previous rounds of fund-
ing for Ukraine, delivering $113 bil-
lion. Any momentum toward
opposing U.S. aid for Ukraine also
potentially risks public backing for
the war effort.

Asked about the funding issue
after meeting with Zelensky, Biden

answered, “I’m counting on the
good judgment of the United States
Congress. There’s no alternative.”

It was Zelenskyy’s second visit to
Washington since Russia invaded
Ukraine in February 2022 and
came as Biden’s request to
Congress for an additional $24 bil-
lion for Ukraine’s military and
humanitarian needs is hanging in
the balance. Resistance to the lat-
est request could lead to delays or
reductions.

‘Presidential drawdown
assistance’

The administration did
announce another $325 million
Thursday in what’s known as pres-
idential drawdown assistance for
Ukraine. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said the package
would include additional air
defense, artillery ammunition,
cluster munitions and other arms.

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy,
who faces opposition to the
Ukrainian funding package from
the Republicans aligned with
Trump, notably chose not to join
House Minority Leader Hakeem
Jeffries, a Democrat, in greeting
Zelenskyy when he arrived. And
Republican McCarthy also con-
firmed that he declined Zelen-
skyy’s request for a joint session of
Congress, as happened during the
Ukrainian president’s dramatic
visit to Washington last winter,
saying there wasn’t time for that
on short notice.

But McCarthy praised the
answers that Ukrainians delivered
to lawmakers Thursday.

“It was direct, I thought it was
honest, they were answering the
questions,” McCarthy said. “I

heard a lot of positive things.”
Lawmakers who attended the pri-
vate meeting described question-
ing Zelenskyy on the way forward
for Ukraine’s counteroffensive, as
the fight to roll back invading Rus-
sian forces moves closer to the
two-year mark without major
breakthroughs in Russia’s heavily
mined lines.

Zelensky “conceded that it’s
tough, very tough to overcome
entrenched defenses,” Indepen-
dent Sen. Angus King said. “They
believe they will make slow but
steady progress, but it’s not going
to be quick.”

Back home, Russia launched its
heaviest strikes in a month in the
hours before Zelenskyy’s arrival

at Congress, killing three, igniting
fires and damaging energy infras-
tructure as Russian missiles and
artillery pounded cities across
Ukraine.

White House national security
adviser Jake Sullivan underscored
Thursday that Biden would seek to
drive home with Zelenskyy’s visit
that the U.S. and the world “send
the unmistakable message that in
the 21st century, a dictator cannot
be allowed to conquer or carve up
his neighbor’s territory.”

“If we allow that here. it will
happen elsewhere in ways that
will undermine the fundamental
security, not to mention the values
that the American people hold so
dear,” Sullivan said.

AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, center, with Senate Minority
Leader Mitch McConnell, of Ky., left, and Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer of N.Y., right, speaks briefly to the media after meeting with mem-
bers of Congress on Thursday at the Capitol in Washington.
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