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WEATHER
Tomorrow:

Mostly cloudy
High 21 /  Low 10

INDEX

See complete forecast on Page 8A

From the Waukesha police blotter
1:15 p.m. Sunday — A caller reported a man was walking around
naked and smoking a cigar in the back of a building in the 300 block of
West North Street. The caller explained he saw a completely naked
man smoking outside behind an apartment building. Based on the
prints in the snow, the police found the suspect. The man explained he was out-
side earlier but claimed to have been wearing shorts. >> See more on 7A.
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ADVERTISEMENT

Gadsden flag to remain flying
in downtown Delafield

By Alex Nemec
anemec@conleynet.com

262-513-2661

DELAFIELD — After impas-
sioned citizen comments and
discussion among aldermen

about the Gadsden flag being
flown downtown, the Delafield
Common Council has chosen to
leave the memorial as it is —
with the Gadsden flag flying
below the Betsy Ross flag. 

The Gadsden flag was

brought up by a citizen at a
recent council meeting, asking
for it to be lowered from a pole
in downtown Delafield along
the Wisconsin Veterans Memo-
rial Riverwalk, arguing its use
on Jan. 6 by rioters at the U.S.

Capitol has usurped its histori-
cal meaning. 

Formally, Alderman Jackie
Valde made a resolution to fly
more Revolutionary War flags

By Cara Spoto 
cspoto@conleynet.com

262-513-2653

WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha Water Utility can
continue installing por-
tions of its Lake Michigan
pipeline along Les Paul
Parkway east of Big Bend
Road. 

Waukesha County Circuit
Judge Lloyd Carter on Mon-
day denied the Village of
Waukesha’s request for a
temporary restraining
order seeking to halt the
work, stating it did not
appear likely that the vil-
lage would prevail in the
case as a whole, or that it
would suffer irreparable
harm if the pipeline work
continued. 

Carter also raised con-
cerns about the village’s
motivation for bringing the
case. 

Lawsuit
The village filed a law-

suit against the city of
Waukesha on Feb. 4, claim-
ing the city doesn’t have the
permits necessary to install
parts of the pipeline with-

in certain areas of the vil-
lage. 

The city and village have
a 2019 intergovernmental
agreement (IGA) that
applies to the utility’s plans
to install project pipelines
within the village. The vil-
lage claims the agreement
only applies to two sections
(village islands) on Sunset
Drive. But it is the city’s
position that the agreement
was designed to cover all of
the work the city planned to
do in the village — work
that the village, formerly
the Town of Waukesha,
was well aware of before
the project began.

Thursday arguments 
In a roughly hour-long

hearing last Thursday,
attorneys for the village
and city expounded on their
positions. 

WAUKESHA WATER PROJECT

City can continue
water main work on
Les Paul Parkway

Judge denies village request 
for restraining order, casts doubt

on strength of case 

Firefighters use water tanks to help fight the fire on Oakdale Drive.

VILLAGE OF WAUKESHA — Firefighters
spray water on the burning roof of a home at
W256-S5041 Oakdale Drive in the Village of
Waukesha on Monday.

Multiple fire departments responded to the
blaze on Monday afternoon. According to a
post on Waukesha County Crime and Commu-
nity Information, the homeowners and pet
dogs got out of the house safely. Attempts to
obtain further information about the fire before
deadline were not successful.

Photos by  Tim Snopek, 
Special to The Freeman

Volunteers brave freezing weather to honor veterans on Saturday
By Derek Johnson
Special to The Freeman

PEWAUKEE — When most peo-
ple see that it’s minus 5 degrees
and snowing on a Saturday morn-
ing, they spend the day relaxing
with a warm drink, but Ken
Janca from Menomonee Falls
braved this past Saturday’s terri-
ble temperatures to honor veter-
ans at Waukesha County Techni-
cal College.

Janca, along with about 50

other volunteers from the Stars
and Stripes Honor Flight, spent
the below-freezing morning giv-
ing out coffee, Valentine’s Day
cards and candies to veterans
that either have been or are plan-
ning on going on an Honor Flight
from the organization.

“It’s a great feeling to thank
them for their service,” said
Janca, who has been volunteer-
ing with Honor Flight for five
years.

Honor Flight, a national non-

profit with chapters all across the
country, traditionally flies World
War II, Korean War and Vietnam
War veterans to Washington, D.C.
to visit the museums and war
memorials. However, because of
COVID-19, the organization has
postponed these flights, and Sat-
urday’s event was a way for the
Wisconsin chapter to safely show
its support for veterans during
the pandemic.

Chris
Mustvocola
from the
Christ Luther-
an School
braves the
snow and
cold to show
support for
veterans on
Saturday.

Derek Johnson/
Special to The
Freeman

100 Honor Flight alumni get coffee and treats at WCTC

See HONOR, PAGE 8A

What do you think?

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  

SOUND OFF

See MAIN, PAGE 8A

Residential fire in Village of Waukesha

The Gads-
den flag fly-
ing at the
Revolution-
ary War stop
along the
Wisconsin
Veterans
Memorial
Riverwalk in
downtown
Delafield.
Flying above
the Gadsden
flag is the
Betsy Ross
flag.
Alex Nemec/
Freeman Staff

Resolution to add more flags to provide context doesn’t pass

See FLAG, PAGE 8A
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BELLA VISTA, ARK.

Richard Paul Johnson
Nov. 16, 1940 — Feb. 10, 2021

Richard (Dick) Johnson, age 80, of Bella Vista, Ark.,
died February 10, 2021, after a brief illness. Richard was
born in Rochester, Minn., and moved to Waukesha as a
teenager, where he graduated from Catholic Memorial
High School. 

Richard and Eva (Neverman) were married in 1963
and celebrated 57 wonderful years together. They had
three children. He worked and retired from the Wiscon-
sin Telephone Company. Some may remember Richard
for his wonderful sense of humor. He and his friends
had a standing tee time reservation every Sunday at 8:02
a.m. at Moor Downs Golf Club in Waukesha. After
retirement, Richard and his wife moved to Bella Vista,
Arkansas, where he continued to golf, to play cards, and
perfected his wood carving skills. He was a devoted
member of St. Bernard’s Catholic Church, where he
washed many (many, many) dishes following the Mens’
Club breakfasts and other church functions.

Dick is survived by his wife Eva of Bella Vista, Ark.;
his children Michael (Sue) Johnson of Wales, Kathy
Novocin (Dan) of Humble, Texas, and Rachel Johnson of
Waukesha; grandchildren Amanda, Maggie, Carol,
Samantha and Christopher, seven great-grandchildren;
and his siblings Gail (Lee) Beer of Ft. Morgan, Colo.,
and David (Sheila) Johnson of Madison. He has many
beloved nieces and nephews. 

Dick was preceded in death by his parents, Lewis and
Matilda Johnson, as well as his brother Steve.

A Rosary will be held at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, February
20, at St. Bernard Catholic Church followed by 

Mass of the Resurrection at 10 a.m. 
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in Dick’s

name to St. Bernard Catholic Church. 
Arrangements are by Bella Vista Funeral Home and

Crematory. 

(Freeman — Feb. 16, 2021)

WAUKESHA

Thomas H.
‘Tim’ Owen

Sept. 10, 1943 — Feb. 15, 2021

Thomas H. “Tim” Owen
of Waukesha died on Mon-

day, February 15,
2021, at the age of
77. He was born in
Rhode Island on

September 10, 1943, the son
of Thomas and Ruth (nee
Martin) Owen. 

He graduated from
Waukesha South in 1961.
In 1966 he married Mary
Eales at St. Matthias Epis-
copal Church. Tim was
proud to have served his
country in the United
States Air Force for four
years. He was stationed
overseas in Germany and
Pakistan. He worked many
years for Larson Co. as a
salesman and volunteered
his time as a Boy Scout
leader for Troop 59. Tim
dabbled in ham radio oper-
ating but found most of
his joy spending time with
his family. 

He will be sadly missed
by his wife, Mary Owen of
Waukesha, and their chil-
dren, David (Nanette)
Owen of Hales Corners
and Jennifer (Brian)
Lemm of Broomfield,
Colo.; and grandchildren
Alissa, James and Brianna
Owen, Bronwyn, Owen
and Declan Lemm. He is
further survived by his
siblings Mary Sue Barley
and James Owen, both of
Michigan. 

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in
death by his brother-in-law
Larry Barley. 

A private graveside ser-
vice will be held at Prairie
Home Cemetery. 

Donations in Thomas’
name can be made out to
St. Matthias Episcopal
Church, 111 E. Main St.,
Waukesha, WI 53186.

Randle-Dable-Brisk
Funeral Home, Crematory
and Preplanning Services
is honored to serve the
family. For further infor-
mation, please call the
funeral home at 262-547-
4035 or visit our website at
www.waukeshafunerals.co
m for directions or to leave
the family an online trib-
ute message.

(Freeman — Feb. 16, 2021)

WAUKESHA

Gloria J. Anderson (nee Clark)
Aug. 13, 1939 — Feb. 9, 2021

Gloria J. Anderson (nee Clark), age 81, of Waukesha,
entered into her eternal home on Tuesday, February 9,

2021. She was born on August 13, 1939, in
Waukesha, to parents James and Betty
(nee Parsons) Clark. She was united in
marriage to Robert L. Burchell Jr. on
November 8, 1958. 

Gloria worked for West New Brook
Orthodontics as an orthodontic assistant
for over 30 years. In her retirement, she
enjoyed serving at church, gathering with

girlfriends from high school, playing table games, puz-
zles and feeding the numerous animals in her back
yard. She was especially dedicated to her family, and
greatly loved her grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren.

She is survived by her children, Robert L. (Cindy)
Burchell III of Marion, Indiana, Lisa Shimon of Wauke-
sha and Kathy S. (Dean) Roberts of East Troy; nine
grandchildren, Robert (Amanda) Burchell IV, Lauran
Burchell, Brad Burchell, Casey (Zack) Rettoun, Jordan
(Kelsey) Shimon, Spencer Shimon, Mailey (Jordan) Gon-
zales, Denver Roberts and Logan Roberts; and five great-
grandchildren, Robert (Wren) L. Burchell V, Lawson,
Jovi, Zaelis and Isra Shimon. She is also survived by
other relatives and many friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents, James H.
and Betty Clark, and brother James E. Clark. 

Funeral services for Gloria were held on Saturday,
February 13, at 11 a.m. at World Impact Ministries, N14-
W27995 Silvernail Road, Pewaukee WI, 53072, with the
Revs. Dan Williamson and Gerry Krupp presiding. A
private family committal followed the service. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials are appreciated to the
Kitchen Expansion Project at Hillside Community
Church.

The family would like to thank the 5th floor nurses
and staff at Waukesha Memorial Hospital and Angels-
Grace Hospice for their care and support. 

Shimon Funeral Home, 262-673-9500, is serving the
family. Condolences can be found at www.shimonfuner-
alhome.com. 

(Freeman — Feb. 16, 2021)

DEATHS

FREEMAN OBITUARY GUIDELINES:

■ All obituaries must be emailed in a reproducible format to
obits@conleynet.com.
■ The deadline for obituaries is 8 p.m. the day prior to publication.
■ All private and out-of-state obits must be paid for in advance.
■ Obituary rates as of Feb. 1, 2021:
Less than 150 words: $45
151 words-600 words: $135
601 words-1,000 words: $275
1,001 words or more: publisher’s discretion
■ A half-column picture, flag or other icon may be published at no
additional cost. A full-column picture may be added for $10. Please
include photos as a separate .jpg attachment.

Flag
From Page 1A

to give more context to the
stop on the Wisconsin Veter-
ans Memorial Riverwalk and
said she would have funded
the purchase of the new flags
should the resolution pass.

That resolution did not
pass with only Alds. Valde,
Phil Kasun and Wayne Dehn
voting in favor — failing 3-4. 

Valde gave a presentation
during the meeting which
laid out the history behind
the Gadsden flag and how
there were other flags used
during the Revolutionary
War era. 

She said she didn’t want to
get rid of the Gadsden flag
entirely from the riverwalk,
but rather add more flags to
the pole to give more context. 

“(The Gadsden flag) has
every right to be a part of
our Revolutionary history
and I embrace that,” Valde
said. “At the same time I cau-
tion only putting that flag up,
because it has been co-opted
by a lot of less savory
groups.”

Alderman Tim Aicher said
he believed adding more
flags would water down the
history of the Gadsden flag. 

“I have a strong sense that
the flag is very symbolic of
how the Revolutionary War
was won,” Aicher said. “ …
I’m having a hard time wrap-
ping my head around how
more flags are going to help
the situation.” 

Kasun said the context is
missing from the Gadsden

flag. Younger generations
are associating the flag with
its use at the Capitol riot and
not the flag’s proper history,
Kasun said. 

“That history has been
absconded because of a few
thousand people in Washing-
ton D.C. and it has been taint-
ed,” Kasun said. “That histo-
ry needs to be restored.” 

Kasun also said the history
should be inclusive and in
context and that adding
more flags would do accom-
plish both things. 

“The person who gets the
last word in is the most mem-
orable and those people on
Jan. 6 have the most memo-
rable words right now,”
Kasun said. “I think those
words of those few thousand
people are the ones who are
leaving that meaning to the
flag and it’s incorrect. Set-
ting the record straight by
adding more flags would give
more historical context.” 

Public comment was given
prior to the discussion and
people on both sides gave
their opinions on the matter.

Jacki Lyden — who
brought the topic up at a
council meeting and kick-
started the discussion at the
city level — said she hoped
Delafield would find a way to
come together on the issue
and honor everyone’s opin-
ions.

“Flying a number of these
Revolutionary War flags at
the Veterans Memorial
Riverwalk would accomplish
the stated historical mis-
sion,” Lyden said. 

Lyden also said she wanted
the walk to be inclusive and

that flying the Gadsden flag
there is “partisan at this
point.”

“We didn’t have a hand in
what happened on Jan. 6, but
it did happen and that flag
has had both a noble history
and a controversial one,”
Lyden said. 

Delafield resident Dan
Collins said the flag should-
n’t be confused with the Con-
federate flag and the Nazi
flag, both flags flown by ene-
mies of the United States.

“Some say the Gadsden
flag should come down
because it was co-opted and
displayed by those on the
Capitol on Jan. 6. So what?”
Collins said. “The original
meaning of this flag gets
twisted and diminished only
if we allow it to be.”

Delafield resident Fran
Bills said there are around 23
different Revolutionary War
flags recognized and that if
the city wishes to use flags to
enhance the war memorial,
many of those — including
the Gadsden — should be
flown as well. 

“To claim the Gadsden flag
is being flown to represent
the American Revolutionary
War is like flying a swastika
and claiming it symbolized
divinity and spirituality
based on ancient Eurasian
cultures,” Bills said.  

Aicher ultimately said he
just didn’t see any reason to
change it. 

“I think we have a defensi-
ble position having the flag
where it is (at the Revolu-
tionary War stop on the
Riverwalk),” Aicher said.

Main
From Page 1A

The city’s attorney in the case,
Ted Waskowski, stressed that the
main reason the IGA only mentions
the two portions of Sunset Drive is
because the city only needs to get
permits from the state for the
pipeline sections on Les Paul Park-
way. The same goes for a section on
Racine Avenue that the village
says the city needs a permit for, he
said.

Village Attorney Stan Riffle stat-
ed that just because “the city needs
to get approval from the county and
the state (to work in their) respec-
tive right of ways,” doesn’t mean it
doesn’t need to obtain permits from
the village as well.

Monday’s decision  
Prepared to deliver his decision

on the temporary restraining order
request on Monday afternoon,
Carter allowed Riffle and Waskows-
ki to make any final arguments they
wished. 

Waskowski again stressed that
the village has no jurisdiction or
permitting authority on state and
county highways.  Riffle argued
that while the town may not have

had any authority to require per-
mits for work occurring within the
right of way of county and state
highways, the village does. 

Discussing the reasoning behind
his decision, Carter said he
reviewed affidavits submitted by
officials involved in the drafting of
the IGA, including former Wauke-
sha Town Chairman John Marek,
who wrote that “the IGA was to be
the only permission the city would
need from the town.”

The judge also noted that he had
concerns about the motivation of
the village lawsuit. 

“I will have to admit that the
court has significant concerns
about the motivation of the village
in moving forward in this matter
given the statements of the village
president that at least implicate
some animus with the city, and
potential retaliatory intent based
upon the city’s apparent filing of a
lawsuit challenging the village’s
incorporation,” Carter said. “All of
this leads this court to decline the
village’s application for a tempo-
rary restraining order at this time.”

A status hearing has been set for
10 a.m. on March 23 on the village’s
request for a permanent restraining
order against the pipeline work on
Les Paul Parkway.

Honor
From Page 1A

“Valentine’s Day seemed like the
right day to let veterans know we love
them,” said Paula Nelson, one of the
organizers of the event.

In addition to offering coffee and
treats, community members gathered
at the college with signs thanking the
so-called Honor Flight alumni for
their service. Police cars from Wauke-
sha County Technical College and a
fire truck from the Pewaukee Fire
Department were joined by a group of
students and staff from the Christ
Lutheran School in Big Bend.

“Taking a veteran on an Honor
Flight was one of the top five things
in my life besides having my kids,”
said Chris Mustvocola, a staff mem-
ber at Christ Lutheran. “So that’s
why I took my students out here
today.”

The veterans appreciated the event,
too. Over the course of two hours,
roughly 100 cars passed through the
college, including Boc Schaff, who
served in the Army in the Vietnam
War.

“Honor Flight was worth every
minute,” Schaff said. “So if the vol-
unteers can come out today, I can
too.”

Alex Nemec/Freeman Staff

Delafield Alderman Tim Aicher listens to a Delafield resident give her comments about the
Gadsden flag during the Common Council’s meeting on Monday. Aicher voted to keep the
flag flying downtown on the Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Riverwalk.

Wisconsin man 
on trial for 

murder; victim’s 
body never found

GREEN BAY (AP) — Open-
ing statements began Mon-
day in the trial of a Wiscon-
sin man who is charged with
killing his wife, who went
missing in 2013 and whose
body has never been found.  

James Prokopovitz was
charged in 2019 with murder
and other counts for alleged-
ly killing his wife, Victoria.
He was the last person
known to have to seen her on
April 25, 2013, and investiga-
tors say she was reported
missing, but her purse, cell-
phone and ID were all at her
home in Pittsfield. 

Assistant District Attorney
Caleb Saunders told the jury
it has been 2,854 days since
Victoria Prokopovitz was last
seen, and since then, James
Prokopovitz and his girl-
friend have repeatedly lied
about what happened.  

Defense attorney John
D’Angelo said this is a miss-
ing persons case — and may
be a suicide, given Victoria’s
mental health history,
WLUK-TV reported. 

The trial could last up to
two weeks.  
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