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PEWAUKEE — Waukesha
County Technical College
will begin offering a new
program in kitchen and bath
design this fall. WCTC is
only the second technical
college in the state to have a
program affiliated with the
National Kitchen & Bath
Association. 

The program will have
some curriculum in com-
mon with the existing interi-
or design program and will
teach students how to create
aesthetically pleasing, envi-
ronmentally focused kitchen
and bath spaces. 

WCTC full-time interior
design instructor Brooks
Kyler-Eberlein said the 60-
credit program received
approval from the state just
last month. “It’s a great

career path,” she said,
adding the program is a
“culmination of the last sev-
eral years.” 

Kyler-Eberlein said with
people staying in their
homes longer and growing
older in them, the program
will take into account things
like lighting, layout and
access. Designing rooms
such as bathrooms so they
can be adapted as residents’
needs change will be impor-
tant. 

WCTC is in the process of
creating a lab for the
kitchen and bath design

students, where they will
be able to see an Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act
accessible bathroom and
how all the piping is laid
out so they might under-
stand it better. The lab will
also include a fully func-
tional kitchen for students
and offer “the resources
they’re going to need to
have a really solid founda-
tion,” Kyler-Eberlein said. 

Coordinating with related
programs like interior
design, architecture draft-
ing, plumbing and HVAC
will also be implemented.
Industry specialists are like-
ly to be brought in as well.
Students will learn to work

with architects and builders,
specifying materials and
producing floor and lighting
plans.

Emphasis will also be
placed on working on a bud-
get. “Kitchen and Bath
design is big money, big
industry,” Kyler-Eberlein
said. “(It’s) the most expen-
sive room in the house to
renovate or build.” 

WCTC’s target goal is to
initially begin the program
with 16 students. As their
capstone class project, stu-
dents will work for real
clients going from initial
interview to processing,
product research and a final
presentation. 
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WAUKESHA – The Wauke-
sha Parks, Recreation and
Forestry Board reviewed
plans for summer 2021 events
in Waukesha during their
Monday night meeting —
ultimately tabling a vote on
the 2021 Waukesha Carl Zach
Cycling Classic event.

The Waukesha Carl Zach
Cycling Classic was proposed
to be discontinued in 2021 by
the Parks, Recreation and
Forestry Department, accord-
ing to the agenda item.

Joanna Adamicki, special
events coordinator for the
Waukesha Parks, Recreation
and Forestry Department,
presented more about the
item.

One reason for the pro-
posed discontinuation of the
bike racing event was a
change in the race agree-
ment, which would require
the city to pay a 15% to 100%
fee for the event’s operating
and marketing expenses
should it be canceled due to
COVID-19.

While that is a concern,
Adamicki said Jerry Couri
with Couri Insurance Agency
was willing to pay that fee in
full, after a brief discussion.
That agreement, however,
was not official or presented
in writing. 

Adamicki said attendance
has also been declining
regarding the event.

Adamicki said she asked
Tour of America’s Dairyland
to remove the fee require-
ment from the contract, but
they declined to do so.

Adamicki said there are
also expenses related to staff
time dedicated to planning
and executing the race, adver-
tisements, road repairs and
city police on site.

Alderman Leonard Miller
attended the meeting Mon-
day night. Miller said he felt
there is little financial risk to
the city, especially with Couri
Insurance offering to pay the
fee. Miller also said with the
steep decline of COVID-19
infections in the state, he
feels the event is likely to be
held.

“I’ve had lots of conversa-
tions with the business own-
ers downtown and they’re
hurting, they (want) any-
thing that brings people
downtown,” he said.

Alderman Jack Wells also
pushed to host the event this
year.

“I do get the feeling that if
we pass on it they’ll move on
with a similar race some-
where else and we won’t have

it back,” Wells said.
Other 2021 changes would

be implemented, including
COVID-19 risk mitigation
changes that would be imple-
mented with the race, includ-
ing daily COVID-19 screen-
ings for riders, staff and vol-
unteers. 

Ultimately, Wells made a
motion to table the item for a
special meeting set up by the
Parks, Recreation and
Forestry Department staff,
which was approved unani-
mously. Details on the event
related to the Couri Insur-
ance matter and further dis-
cussion with City Attorney
Brian Running are expected.

Adamicki told The Free-
man earlier this month the
department will have more
information in the coming
months on summer plans.

Proposed special events
and mass gathering COVID-
19 precautionary guidelines
were unanimously approved
after Adamicki’s presenta-
tion Monday night. Adamicki
said events will follow orders
from the state/local govern-
ment and guidelines are sub-
ject to change.

There also will be “cone
grid” areas at many events,
which allows a maximum of
five people at a time within
the cone area while they are
participating at the event.

Some other COVID-19
changes the public can expect
include the civic band/jazz
express events not beginning
until mid-July; the Trail-
breaker race would require
runners to be masked until
they begin running; Fourth
of July fireworks with park-
ing in every other spot at the
Waukesha County Expo Cen-
ter, a Fourth of July parade
with a possible route exten-
sion; and the Moving Wall
event will likely have reduced
seating in the amphitheater.

Pool program
Although snow once again

dusted the city Monday
night, the public can start
imagining a warm summer
in the coming months, and
along with it, the new Buchn-
er Park pool. The prelimi-
nary 2021 pool program item
will again be presented at a
March meeting. 

The 2021 pool program was
reviewed by the board with
no vote. The pools are tenta-
tively expected to open June
11 and close August 29.

Changes to pool passes,
pool admission and conces-
sions can be expected at
Horeb Springs Aquatic Cen-
ter and the new Buchner
Park pool.
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TOWN OF IXONIA —
Eighteen calves were killed
in a barn fire Friday after-
noon in the Town of Ixonia
in the N800 block of Rock
River Road in which three
emergency response person-
nel were also injured, Town
of Ixonia Fire Chief Dave
Schilling said. 

While the calves perished,
18 adult animals were able to
escape. 

Schilling said weather was
a significant factor in the

fire, with faulty wiring being
the likely cause of the fire. 

However, when the Ixonia
Fire Department and other
fire crews from Waukesha,
Jefferson and Dodge coun-
ties were finished with the
call, Schilling said the tem-
perature was around -12
degrees with -30 degree wind
chills. 

Schilling said an Ixonia
firefighter and a firefight-
er/EMT were injured during
the call and brought to Auro-
ra Medical Center at Sum-
mit. Both were released. 

In addition, a Jefferson
County Emergency Commu-

nications officer, who helps
Jefferson County deputies
direct traffic during large
calls, was injured after being
struck by a vehicle. That per-
son was also transported to
the hospital with non-life-
threatening injuries,
Schilling said. 

Schilling said it wasn’t one
of the better nights the
department has had. 

“The weather right now
though is just such a point
that if we have even a hint of
structure fires, we’ll auto-
matically bring in more
manpower,” he said. 

Schilling said the extra

departments being brought
in was to help with the miti-
gating circumstances of the
fire such as equipment
breakdown, which Schilling
said the department had due
to the bitter cold. 

“We had enough manpow-
er and personnel and depart-
ments that we could take
care of things as they rose,”
Schilling said.

Schilling said the depart-
ment has been dealing with
lots of weather-related fires
such as chimney fires and
car fires, but has been able to
respond quickly enough to
ensure damage was con-
trolled. 

Schilling said the barn
was a total loss. 

Alex Nemec/Freeman Staff

Warm flowers in cold weather 
OCONOMOWOC — Bitter cold continued over the weekend and Moss
Delafield Lead Designer and Manager Erin Hyde’s pop-up Valentine’s Day
event at Fray Boutique brought a little warmth to the community. Shoppers
were able to buy a premade bouquet or use their artistic side and create
their own. Pictured is Hyde organizing a bouquet as she is surrounded by
pre-made bouquets ready for the picking.

Christa Taylor picks out the perfect rose for
her bouquet.

Natalie Duvall picks out the perfect flower and hands it to Moss Delafield
Lead Designer and Manager Erin Hyde to create into a small bouquet.
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Massive barn fire kills 18 calves in total loss
Three emergency response personnel injured as well

WCTC offering Kitchen and Bath Design program 
First classes starting this fall

Fire in Village of
Waukesha burns

down chicken coop
WAUKESHA — The Village

of Waukesha Fire Depart-
ment responded to a a resi-
dence along Gruettener Drive
over the weekend, resulting
in a total loss of a chicken
coop.

Fire Chief Dan Buchholtz
said the department respond-
ed to the residence at 7 a.m.
Saturday and called for mutu-
al aid from other depart-
ments, later cancelling them
when it was found the fire
was only in the 10-by-12-foot
chicken coop.

No injuries were reported
and Buchholtz said most of
the chickens were saved,
although, some were lost to
the fire.


