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Submitted photo

Nicole Cheesman gets some work done at her desk at Sussex Tool.

‘Incredibly
successful’
Waukesha North student
to receive WCTC degree
before high school graduation
By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com
262-513-2657

WAUKESHA — These days,
it’s not uncommon for high
schoolers to earn some college credits before finishing
up senior year, but Waukesha
North
senior
Nicole
Cheesman earned enough
credits for a whole degree.
Cheesman will actually
graduate from Waukesha

Freeman file photos

ances and crowds.

SOUND OFF
What do you think?
Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com

Waukesha events
Susie Taylor, organizer of
the Friday Night Live (FNL)
music festival in downtown
Waukesha, is currently

February 3, 2021 8:33 am (GMT -6:00)

County Technical College
with an associate’s degree in
business this May, before her
June graduation from North.
She participated in the Start
College Now program offered
through
the
Wisconsin
Department
of
Public
Instruction, which gives high
schoolers the opportunity to
take college courses at Wisconsin technical colleges.

See CHEESMAN, PAGE 5A

Three Republicans
set to face off in
District 13 primary
By Alex Nemec
anemec@conleynet.com
262-513-2661

OCONOMOWOC — After
former Republican state Sen.
Scott Fitzgerald won his election to the United
States House of
ELECTION Representatives
2021 in November,

Todd Menzel
Age: 39
Address: 1815
Bristol Road,
Columbus
Occupation,
educational
experience:
Entrepreneur in transportation,
technology business
Election experience: None
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Sharon L. Wamser

Sharon L. Wamser of Muknago passed away unexpectedly January 29, 2021,
at the age of
75. Sharon is
survived by
her loving
husband of 43
years, Jon
Wamser.
loved mother of Tracy
aco) Ollerton, Victoria
andall) Lusz, and the late
eresa Ruth. Proud and lovg grandma of eight grandildren. Further survived
nieces, nephews, other
atives and friends.
Preceded in death by her
ter Kathy.
Visitation at the Schmidt &
rtelt Funeral Home, 930
ain St. (Highway ES), Muknago, on Friday, February
rom 1 p.m. until the time
the memorial service at 3
m.
n lieu of flowers, memorito Cornerstone Reining
rses (cornerstoneRhors@gmail.com), in Sharon's
me, deeply appreciated.
Schmidt & Bartelt Funeral
d Cremation Services in
ukwonago is serving the
mily. For more informan, call 262-363-7126 or visit
line at www.schmidtandrtelt.com.

Cheesman
From Page 1A
“Nicole is one of the most
ambitious and driven students I have ever worked
with,”
said
Waukesha
School District Counselor
Heidi Stigler, in a statement.
“She is taking a record number of
college credits
through Start College Now
(18 credits) this fall semester
alone. I have never had any
other student come close to
attempting that many credits in one semester. Most students never come close to
that number of college credits during their high school
career.”
Nicole Cheesman said she
learned about Start College
now through older her
brother, Alex, who participated in the program, focusing on robotics and automation. She began by taking
three courses at WCTC last
summer.
“I liked them a lot,” she
said. “I took psychology and
that’s one of my favorite
things.”
A typical day in Nicole
Cheesman’s life starts with
online advanced marketing

District 13
From Page 1A

Freeman: Why did you
decide to run for the Senate seat?
Jagler: I’ve been proud for
my ability to get things done
(Freeman — Feb. 3, 2021)
and affect more people that
way. As a representative in
the state Assembly, it’s been
a great privilege to be one of
99, but I would have more
Waukesha Police
ability to effect change as a
Department
senator.
Pridemore: When Scott
MONDAY
Fitzgerald said he was going
10:09 a.m. – Police were
to move up I knew he was
ntacted for assistance after a
going to win, so I thought it
man was being physical
was a perfect opportunity to
h security at Waukesha
get involved in education
Memorial Hospital.
issues at the state Senate
11:08 a.m. – A
level. I announced my candicaller reported her
dacy in February of last
neighbor harasses
year, opened an office in
her animals when
Watertown ever since.
they are outside and
Menzel: Number one, I’ve
s to get them to bark at him
heard and listened to a lot of
he 300 block of Palmer
people over the years and
eet.
months be upset with their
11:29 a.m. – A caller reportcurrent public elected offia white truck with a huge
cials not listening to the conler attached to it had “weird
stituents and their voice. I
en faces” painted on it and
feel-6:00)
this is an opportune time
s been parked
in the
100 8:33 am (GMT
February
3, 2021
to make sure people’s voices
ck of Garfield Avenue since
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and English classes through
Waukesha Schools, followed
by a workday at her family’s
business, Sussex Tools, and
night classes taken online
through WCTC. On her days
off, she works a second job at
Metro Market.
“She has no downtime,”
said Angela Cheesman,
Nicole’s mother.
WCTC Dual Credit Specialist Nicole Luzich said
Nicole credited the college’s
eight-week terms as being
beneficial to getting so much
done so quickly. She began
with nine credits last summer, followed by 30 in the fall
and this semester she has 23.
A typical course is three
credits, which means Nicole
has been taking more credits
than a typical full time
WCTC student, on top of her
other responsibilities.
“She had goals in mind,”
Luzich said “She pushed and
she was incredibly successful.”
WCTC
Early
College
Opportunities Manager Sandra Maylen said transcripted courses are also helpful.
Those allow students to take
WCTC courses while still in
high school, which are
taught by a qualified high

school instructor. “They can
take these classes before
they even have a drivers’
license,” she said.
Maylen said if a student
has a particular area of
interest and wants to
explore it, they should take
as many classes as they can
and stay in contact with
their high school counselor.
Robert
Cheesman,
Nicole’s father, said he can
see more students taking
advantage of such programs
as long as the word gets out.
Nicole Cheesman said her
friends have reacted in a
bewildered but ultimately
productive way to the news
of her earning an associate
degree before a high school
diploma.
“They all said I was crazy
for doing it so fast, but they
were also really supportive
about it,” she said, adding it
may have motivated some
friends to begin thinking
about their own college
plans and next steps.
For Nicole, the immediate
next steps are continuing to
work her jobs at Sussex Tool
and Metro Market and
beginning to save and invest
for her own apartment or
house.

choice school or any other
kind of alternative education. Until our public school
system is held accountable
for their failures over the
years — Tony Evers didn’t
do anything to improve education in Wisconsin when he
was at the Department of
Instruction. Until we get
public education straightened out, we can’t expect the
private school to take up the
slack. Right now rich people
send their kids to private
schools. We need to give that
opportunity to everybody. To
me education is the key to
solving a lot of problems in
the state. Elevating somebody’s education would
greatly help the economy
because there are too many
jobs out there going unfilled
because they don’t have the
right qualifications. In a lot
of cases some people don’t
know how to pursue a job.
Education is a big part of
solving our economic problems.
Jagler: This is one of the
things I’m working on as we
speak. One of the things that
happened with the PPE
loans that businesses in our

countries. Beyond that, they
just want the government
out of
their business
because they know how to
grow crops and raise beef or
whatever their niche is. I
want to see some cooperation amongst farmers too so
they can ... group together
on good farmland and do
some of the things that they
are doing already and put it
into law. I want to talk to
farmers about that issue,
it’s a way for towns, villages
and cities to grow around
these agricultural corridors, rather than scoop up
good farmland.
Jagler: We always look at
the priorities that we set forward at the start of the session and they are conservative reforms. As far as individual problems, you’re
looking at the opiate crisis
that has exploded and we’ve
done some good reforms to
tackle that. It’s also led to
issues involving foster care
needs. The mental health
crisis that has exploded
because of COVID and
because of other issues that
were there before. Those are
all kind of related and
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