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OCONOMOWOC — After
former Republican state Sen.
Scott Fitzgerald won his elec-

tion to the United
States House of
Representatives
in November,
his District 13

State Senate seat
has been vacant. 

As a result there will be a
primary held on Feb. 16 in
which three Republicans will
be facing off to run in the
spring election in April: for-
mer state representative Don
Pridemore, current District
39 State Assembly Rep. John
Jagler and Todd Menzel. 

Whichever candidate wins
the primary will likely face
off against Democratic can-
didate Melissa Winker and
third-party candidates Ben
Schmitz of the American
Solidarity Party and Spencer
Zimmerman of the Trump
Conservative Party. 

During interviews, the
three candidates answered
questions about the upcoming
primary. Their answers follow,
edited for length and clarity. 

Three Republicans
set to face off in 

District 13 primary 
Todd Menzel 
Age: 39
Address: 1815
Bristol Road,
Columbus
Occupation,
educational
experience:
Entrepreneur in transportation,
technology business
Election experience: None

John Jagler 
Age: 51
Address: 601
Clyman Street,
Watertown 
Occupation,
educational
experience:
Realtor; small business owner.
Election experience: Wiscon-
sin Assembly, 2012 to present

Don Pridemore
Age: 74
Address: 459
Abbott Ave.,
Hartford
Occupation,
educational
experience: 32
years as elec-
tronic engineer 
Election experience: Served
10 years in Wisconsin Legis-
latureSee DISTRICT 13, PAGE 5A

ELECTION
2021

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — These days,
it’s not uncommon for high
schoolers to earn some col-
lege credits before finishing
up senior year, but Waukesha
North senior Nicole
Cheesman earned enough
credits for a whole degree. 

Cheesman will actually
graduate from Waukesha

County Technical College
with an associate’s degree in
business this May, before her
June graduation from North.
She participated in the Start
College Now program offered
through the Wisconsin
Department of Public
Instruction, which gives high
schoolers the opportunity to
take college courses at Wis-
consin technical colleges. 

Submitted photo 

Nicole Cheesman gets some work done at her desk at Sus-
sex Tool.

‘Incredibly 
successful’

Waukesha North student 
to receive WCTC degree 

before high school graduation

See CHEESMAN, PAGE 5A

Summer 2021 event 
planning underway 

after quiet 2020

Freeman file photos

The first night of Waukesha’s Friday Night Live in 2017 kicked off with live performances and crowds.

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA — After
many summer event cancel-
lations due to the COVID-19
pandemic in 2020, the hope
to make a quiet summer of
2021 into a busy one is in
the air. That is, of course, if
the COVID-19 pandemic
allows it.

Summerfest
On Tuesday, Milwaukee

World Festival, Inc.
announced that Summerfest
2021 will move from its origi-
nal June dates to September,
giving health professionals
more time to vaccinate the
general public.

In a press release, it was
announced Summerfest
2021 will be held Sept. 2-4, 9-
11 and 16-18.

The festival will intro-
duce three new major
amenities to the public,
including the new $51.3
million American Family
Insurance Amphitheater,
the new Northwestern
Mutual Community Park
and the new Generac
Power Stage. All three cap-
ital projects will be com-
pleted by June 2021 and

may open prior to Sum-
merfest in September.

Within the coming
weeks, officials will pro-
vide an update on concert
information as concerts
are rescheduled, according
to the release. Valid Sum-
merfest 2020 and 2021 gen-
eral admission tickets
issued to date may be
redeemed during the new
September dates.

Information regarding
how to get a refund on fes-
tival admission tickets, as

well as information
regarding concert tickets
for the American Family
Insurance Amphitheater,
can be found at www.sum-
merfest.com.

With safety precautions
in place, many communi-
ties throughout Waukesha
County are planning their
summer festivities, with
dreams of a warm and safe
summer outside of their
home or yard and in the
company of friends and
family.

Waukesha events
Susie Taylor, organizer of

the Friday Night Live (FNL)
music festival in downtown
Waukesha, is currently
planning FNL for June
through August, although
the dates have not been set
yet.

“Because it’s an outdoor
event and it’s spread across
a larger area, it can be safe
and people can practice
social distancing,” Taylor
said.

Taylor said she is hoping
for a “grasp on the virus”
by the time the concert
series begins. It was can-
celed last summer due to
COVID-19, which Taylor
said was a hard but neces-
sary decision to keep the
community safe. 

“I think that by having
Friday Night Live, that will
sure be a perk in helping
many of the small business-
es,” Taylor said. “Perform-
ers, they want to perform 

FNL, Block Party, Balloons Over Mukwonago,
Summerfest plans in the works

Balloons over Mukwonago in 2019 featured 10 hot air bal-
loons provided by WindDancer Balloon Promotions.

What do you think?

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  

SOUND OFF

See EVENTS, PAGE 2A

GUEST OPINION
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District 13
From Page 1A

Freeman: Why did you
decide to run for the Sen-
ate seat?

Jagler: I’ve been proud for
my ability to get things done
and affect more people that
way. As a representative in
the state Assembly, it’s been
a great privilege to be one of
99, but I would have more
ability to effect change as a
senator. 

Pridemore: When Scott
Fitzgerald said he was going
to move up I knew he was
going to win, so I thought it
was a perfect opportunity to
get involved in education
issues at the state Senate
level. I announced my candi-
dacy in February of last
year, opened an office in
Watertown ever since.

Menzel: Number one, I’ve
heard and listened to a lot of
people over the years and
months be upset with their
current public elected offi-
cials not listening to the con-
stituents and their voice. I
feel this is an opportune time
to make sure people’s voices
are heard. The general day-
to-day citizen feels probably
disconnected more and more
on a day-to-day basis from
politics and from the news
media and different things
that are happening. Not to
mention my leadership expe-
rience for the last 20-plus
years. I’ve operated a very
large operation and I’ve
helped coach and mentor a
lot of people and I do that by
listening and understanding
their situation and perspec-
tive ... When it comes to poli-
tics, I really believe that good
old-fashioned leadership and
common sense and bringing
people back to the table,
helping them understand
vantage points and listening
to them is going to be key.

Freeman: What do you
plan on doing to help the
local economy recover
after COVID? 

Menzel: Well, number one
for me is coming down to
strong businesses and pros-
perous families. We absolute-
ly need to get our small busi-
nesses running 100% which
in turn will create prosper-
ous families. That coupled
with education and getting
kids back into school safely,
full time. But putting busi-
nesses in a position where
they can now provide that
funding and provide good
paying jobs. Kids getting
back to school allows fami-
lies to get back to work 100%.
I think our businesses, peo-
ple and fellow family and cit-
izens can make the right
decisions for them. If they
live in any city in the coun-
try, they know how to protect
themselves to be safe, con-
scious and clean.

Pridemore: I would
encourage people to seek
education. If I would be for-
tunate enough to be elected I
would expand the choice pro-
gram and raise the income
limits so more people can
qualify to send their kids to a

choice school or any other
kind of alternative educa-
tion. Until our public school
system is held accountable
for their failures over the
years — Tony Evers didn’t
do anything to improve edu-
cation in Wisconsin when he
was at the Department of
Instruction. Until we get
public education straight-
ened out, we can’t expect the
private school to take up the
slack. Right now rich people
send their kids to private
schools. We need to give that
opportunity to everybody. To
me education is the key to
solving a lot of problems in
the state. Elevating some-
body’s education would
greatly help the economy
because there are too many
jobs out there going unfilled
because they don’t have the
right qualifications. In a lot
of cases some people don’t
know how to pursue a job.
Education is a big part of
solving our economic prob-
lems.

Jagler: This is one of the
things I’m working on as we
speak. One of the things that
happened with the PPE
loans that businesses in our
district and across the coun-
try took out, those loans
were designed to keep peo-
ple on the payroll. To incen-
tivize companies that were
being affected to maintain
their employees. The federal
government, the initial roll-
out it was believed they were
going to be nontaxed, the
federal government changed
that and reversed course.
But in Wisconsin, we found
out that Gov. Tony Evers’
Department of Revenue said
they intend to tax the money
that was received through
PPE loans. These were busi-
nesses that did everything
right. They were shut down
by the government and
given a government grant to
keep their employees, they
did that. We should not be
punishing them when they
are the ones just barely
hanging on. As for individu-
al citizens of the 13th Senate
District, we have been deal-
ing nonstop with folks who
have been battling to get
their unemployment and
have been hit with a logjam
from the Department of
Workforce Development. It’s
been a shame what has hap-
pened and the way the Evers
administration has dropped
the ball on unemployment
claims and getting people
their funds. That has been a
priority, to clean up that list.

Freeman: What do you
think is the biggest prob-
lem pertaining to the dis-
trict?

Pridemore: I’m one gener-
ation off the farm and I
believe farmland preserva-
tion is important and I plan
on addressing that if I get
into the Senate. I definitely
want to talk to farmers.
They’re typically indepen-
dent and they want the gov-
ernment out of their busi-
ness. They realize our trade
agreements nationally are
important to move their
product to market in foreign

countries. Beyond that, they
just want the government
out of their business
because they know how to
grow crops and raise beef or
whatever their niche is. I
want to see some coopera-
tion amongst farmers too so
they can ... group together
on good farmland and do
some of the things that they
are doing already and put it
into law. I want to talk to
farmers about that issue,
it’s a way for towns, villages
and cities to grow around
these agricultural corri-
dors, rather than scoop up
good farmland.

Jagler: We always look at
the priorities that we set for-
ward at the start of the ses-
sion and they are conserva-
tive reforms. As far as indi-
vidual problems, you’re
looking at the opiate crisis
that has exploded and we’ve
done some good reforms to
tackle that. It’s also led to
issues involving foster care
needs. The mental health
crisis that has exploded
because of COVID and
because of other issues that
were there before. Those are
all kind of related and
they’re quality of life issues
that are issues that we need-
ed to tackle, should be tack-
ling and are tackling to the
best of our ability, but we
need to have more focus now
because the mental health
issues are only going to get
worse and are affecting a lot
of people as the COVID cri-
sis continues and more
specifically the govern-
ment’s response to the
COVID crisis.

Menzel: I think District 13,
there’s a couple different
concerns. In some cities, its
police funding and training,
that is key. We have to make
sure our law enforcement
officers are funded properly
and trained properly. Trans-
portation, there’s different
major metro projects that
are happening in major
highway corridors. We have
to work and expand those
transportation funding
opportunities. To ensure
that when things get back to
normal, they might look a
bit different than normal ...
In addition, getting into lis-
tening to the constituents as
well. Making sure the dis-
trict is represented well and
we are the people’s voice
rather than going off the
status quo. It seems we got a
lot of nothing done over the
last year. Yes, there is a pan-
demic, but when kids can
learn via a Zoom call, we
absolutely can continue
business as usual the same
way.

POLICE BLOTTER
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rate .jpg attachment.

JOHNSON CREEK

Anne M. Smith
Feb. 4, 1968 — Feb. 1, 2021

Anne M. Smith, 52 of
Johnson Creek, passed

away on
Monday,
February 1,
2021, at the
Rainbow
Hospice Inpa-
tient Center.

Anne was
born on

February 4, 1968, in Wauke-
sha, the daughter of Nor-
man and Barbara Eckdahl.
She attended school in the
Waukesha area and worked
many office jobs, most
recently as office manager
at the Century 21 in John-
son Creek. On April 1, 2014,
she married James L.
Smith in Jefferson. The
couple were introduced by
a mutual friend, and they
loved spending time
together. Anne and Jim
spent many days visiting
fairs and festivals through-
out Wisconsin. Some high-
lights include walking
around the Cranberry Fest
in Warren and eating “fair
food” until they had their
fill. The couple also
enjoyed seeing concerts at
the Gobbler Theater and
finding treasures at flea
markets. Anne loved her
animals dearly and she
enjoyed making laps at the
dog park. Anne was a
member of Evangelical
and Reformed United
Church of Christ in
Waukesha for many years.
Although her family will
miss her deeply, they are
relieved that her suffering
is over, and she is now rest-
ing in Heaven.

She is survived by her
husband, Jim Smith of
Johnson Creek; her son,
Erik Mathews; and her sis-
ter, Jeanne Eckdahl. Anne
is also survived by a num-
ber of other relatives and
friends.

Anne was preceded in
death by her parents and a
brother John.

A graveside service will
be held at 11 a.m. Thurs-
day, February 4, at Pil-
grim's Rest Cemetery in
Pewaukee.

The graveside service
will be livestreamed on the
Olsen-Gibson Funeral
Home Facebook page.

The Olsen-Gibson Funer-
al Home, 920-674-4300, is
caring for the family. To
place an online condolence,
please visit www.olsen-gib-
son.com.

(Freeman — Feb. 3, 2021)

Corrine J. Kapanke
(nee Schultz) 

Dec. 5, 1938 — Jan. 29, 2021

Corrine J. Kapanke (nee
Schultz) went home to be

with her Lord
and Savior
Jesus Christ
on January
29, 2021, at
the age of 82.
She was born
in Chaseburg
to Paul and

Sadie Schultz (nee Hagen)
on December 5, 1938. Cor-
rine had a great love for
her family and friends. She
was very active in her
church, Mount Calvary
Lutheran, and she also
enjoyed gardening and
painting. 

Corrine leaves to cherish
her memory her two loving
children, Eric Kapanke and
Linda Reid. She also leaves
behind her favorite grand-
son, Cale Reid. 

She was preceded in
death by the love of her
life, Ronald Kapanke; par-
ents, Paul and Sadie; and
three brothers, Paul, Alvin
and Gerald Schultz. She
will be missed by a host of
nieces and nephews, other
relatives, friends and
neighbors.

Services for Corrine will
be held virtually at a later
date. Please see the Cesarz,
Charapata & Zinnecker
website for service infor-
mation.

Memorials may be made
to Time of Grace Ministry,
101 E. North Ave., Milwau-
kee, WI 53212; WELS King-
dom Workers Inc., N19-
W24075 Riverwood Drive,
Suite 200, Waukesha, WI
53188; or Mount Calvary
Evangelical Lutheran
Church, 1941 E. Madison
St., Waukesha, WI 53188.

Cesarz, Charapata & Zin-
necker Funeral Home, Cre-
mation and Pre-Planning
Services is serving the fam-
ily.  For an online obituary
or to leave a message of
condolence, please visit
www.WaukeshasFuneral-
Home.com, or call 262-542-
6609.

(Freeman — Feb. 3, 2021)

DOUSMAN

Juliette Marie Welch
(nee Beaudoin)

May 20, 1927 — Jan. 19, 2021

Juliette Marie Welch (nee
Beaudoin), 93, recently of

Dousman,
and formerly
of Hartland,
was born into
eternal life on
January 19,
2021. She was
born on May
20, 1927, in

Sanford, Maine, the daugh-
ter of Esdras and Lauren-
tine (Hamel) Beaudoin. 

Juliette was preceded in
death by her husband of 57
years, Robert, and her son,
Arthur. She entered nurs-
ing school at 17 and
achieved her degree in
nursing by the time she
was 20 years old. Robert
proposed to Juliette on
their third date. It was love
at first sight as the sparks
flew, but they wisely waited
to get married until
September 1, 1947. They
moved to Rockaway Beach,
N.Y.,  where Robert was
attending Pratt Institute to
study leather chemistry.
Juliette left her career as
an RN and they returned to
Wisconsin a few years later.
They lived in West Allis
and New Berlin, before
making their longtime
home in Hartland, residing
there 39 years.  

Faith was extremely
important to Juliette. For
over 40 years, she attended
daily Mass, as she believed
it was the perfect way to
start her day. Juliette’s
faith guided her to help oth-
ers less fortunate. She
began her volunteering
career at the Center for
Blind Children in Milwau-
kee in 1965.  In 1985, she co-
founded the Center for
Deaf-Blind Persons with
her dear friend, Ruth Sil-
ver, who was blind and
slowly losing her hearing.

She was a member of the
St. Vincent De Paul Society
at St. Teresa of Calcutta in
North Lake, and volun-
teered at the St. Vincent De
Paul Store in Oconomowoc,
where she developed close
friendships with a lovely
group of ladies.  

Juliette is survived by her
four remaining children,
Timothy of Rapid City, S.D.,
Terry (Ann) of Waukesha,
Monica (Keith) Everson of
Hartford, and Claire of
Fontana. She was the lov-
ing “Memere” of 12 grand-
children and 25 great-
grandchildren, and the
cherished aunt of many
nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in
death by her parents,
Esdras and Laurentine
Beaudoin; brothers Ray-
mond, Bernard and Val-
more; and sisters, Rita
Morin, Claire Tarpinian,
and Marthe Ann Haubert.  

We regret that due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, we feel
it necessary to limit the
funeral Mass to immediate
family only. 

We would like to thank all
of Juliette‘s extended fami-
ly and friends who enriched
her life and allowed her to
stay involved for as long as
she did. We are very grate-
ful to the residents and
staff at Three Pillars’ Com-
pass Point for their friend-
ship and support and the
staff at AngelsGrace hos-
pice for taking such good
care of mom the last few
days of her life. Additional-
ly, the last three years of
Juliette’s life, she enjoyed
attending Sunday Mass at
Saint Bruno Parish in
Dousman, with her daugh-
ter, Claire. We would like to
thank the members of
Saint Bruno for making us
feel so welcome and loved.
She was truly blessed to
have such wonderful
friends, family and care-
givers.

Due to COVID-19, a pri-
vate funeral Mass will be
held at 10:30 a.m. on Friday,
February 5, at St. Teresa of
Calcutta Parish. Please join
us via live streaming at
www.youtube.com/watch?v
=LLEXYb9ni1A&feature=yo
utu.be

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be
made to the Center for
Deaf-Blind Persons, 8306 W.
Lincoln Ave., West Allis, WI
53219, or the St. Vincent De
Paul Society at St. Teresa of
Calcutta, W314-N7462 High-
way 83 Hartland, WI 53029. 

Anyone who would like to
share a memory of Juliette
may post their thoughts on
the Evert-Luko Funeral
Home website.

Evert-Luko Funeral
Home is serving the family.
For more information, call
262-367-2156 or visit online
at www.evertlukofuneral-
home.com.

(Freeman — Feb. 3, 2021)

MUKWONAGO

Sharon L. Wamser
Sharon L. Wamser of Muk-

wonago passed away unex-
pectedly Jan-
uary 29, 2021,
at the age of
75. Sharon is
survived by
her loving
husband of 43
years, Jon
Wamser.

Beloved mother of Tracy
(Paco) Ollerton, Victoria
(Randall) Lusz, and the late
Theresa Ruth. Proud and lov-
ing grandma of eight grand-
children. Further survived
by nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends. 

Preceded in death by her
sister Kathy.

Visitation at the Schmidt &
Bartelt Funeral Home, 930
Main St. (Highway ES), Muk-
wonago, on Friday, February
5, from 1 p.m. until the time
of the memorial service at 3
p.m.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als to Cornerstone Reining
Horses (cornerstoneRhors-
es@gmail.com), in Sharon's
name, deeply appreciated.

Schmidt & Bartelt Funeral
and Cremation Services in
Mukwonago is serving the
family. For more informa-
tion, call 262-363-7126 or visit
online at www.schmidtand-
bartelt.com.

(Freeman — Feb. 3, 2021)

Waukesha Police 
Department

MONDAY
10:09 a.m. – Police were

contacted for assistance after a
woman was being physical
with security at Waukesha

Memorial Hospital.
11:08 a.m. – A

caller reported her
neighbor harasses
her animals when
they are outside and

tries to get them to bark at him
in the 300 block of Palmer
Street.

11:29 a.m. – A caller report-
ed a white truck with a huge
trailer attached to it had “weird
alien faces” painted on it and
has been parked in the 100
block of Garfield Avenue since
Saturday. The owner was found
to be not living out of his truck.
The owner of the vehicle moved
it to the street while he waited
for snow removal in his parking
lot.

1:33 p.m. – A caller reported
an individual was refusing to
pay a cab driver in the 300
block of West Main Street.

3:25 p.m. – A caller reported
they had a video of their neigh-
bor in the 800 block of West-
owne Avenue snow blowing into
the roadway. Police found no
snow from anything other than
the street was placed on the
street. The caller and the neigh-
bor were advised.

4:36 p.m. – A caller reported
individuals came to buy a
firearm from a business in the
2300 block of Parklawn Drive.
The caller said they smelled like
marijuana so they would not
sell to them. The caller said a
woman then came into the busi-
ness asking for the same type
of gun and believed it was also
for the men. The individuals left
in a vehicle and were gone
upon police arrival.

5:09 p.m. – A caller reported
someone smeared pasta salad
on her window and her confed-
erate flag in the 300 block of
Wisconsin Avenue. The caller
said she suspects it was her
neighbor who she has had past
issues with about the small con-
federate flag sticker placed on
her window. The log said it was
suggested that she should
maybe display the sticker inside
her apartment and that she’s
possibly inviting problems, how-
ever, has her 1st amendment
right to believe and display what
she wants. Police found no sus-
pects.

5:21 p.m. – A caller reported
their 14-year-old daughter was
caught smoking marijuana in
the 300 block of Estberg
Avenue.

7:16 p.m. — A caller reported
she was returning a child’s iPad
from daycare to another woman
in the 1500 block of Big Bend
Road. That woman then
accused the caller of stealing it.
The property was returned
undamaged.

7:16 p.m. — A caller reported
a woman was found sleeping in
an electric cart by the main
doors at a business in the 800
block of East Sunset Drive. The
caller said the woman woke up
and ate candy and then went
back to sleep. The woman told
police she had been stranded in
Waukesha and needed a ride
back to Milwaukee.

7:28 p.m. — A caller in the
900 block of Fleetfoot Drive
reported a man had been in a
store for hours and was huffing
cleaning products.

TUESDAY
3:01 a.m. — A caller reported

a woman was swearing and
screaming in the parking area
in the 1900 block of Madera
Street.

Cheesman
From Page 1A

“Nicole is one of the most
ambitious and driven stu-
dents I have ever worked
with,” said Waukesha
School District Counselor
Heidi Stigler, in a statement.
“She is taking a record num-
ber of college credits
through Start College Now
(18 credits) this fall semester
alone. I have never had any
other student come close to
attempting that many cred-
its in one semester. Most stu-
dents never come close to
that number of college cred-
its during their high school
career.”

Nicole Cheesman said she
learned about Start College
now through older her
brother, Alex, who partici-
pated in the program, focus-
ing on robotics and automa-
tion. She began by taking
three courses at WCTC last
summer. 

“I liked them a lot,” she
said. “I took psychology and
that’s one of my favorite
things.” 

A typical day in Nicole
Cheesman’s life starts with
online advanced marketing

and English classes through
Waukesha Schools, followed
by a workday at her family’s
business, Sussex Tools, and
night classes taken online
through WCTC. On her days
off, she works a second job at
Metro Market. 

“She has no downtime,”
said Angela Cheesman,
Nicole’s mother. 

WCTC Dual Credit Spe-
cialist Nicole Luzich said
Nicole credited the college’s
eight-week terms as being
beneficial to getting so much
done so quickly. She began
with nine credits last sum-
mer, followed by 30 in the fall
and this semester she has 23.
A typical course is three
credits, which means Nicole
has been taking more credits
than a typical full time
WCTC student, on top of her
other responsibilities. 

“She had goals in mind,”
Luzich said “She pushed and
she was incredibly success-
ful.” 

WCTC Early College
Opportunities Manager San-
dra Maylen said transcript-
ed courses are also helpful.
Those allow students to take
WCTC courses while still in
high school, which are
taught by a qualified high

school instructor. “They can
take these classes before
they even have a drivers’
license,” she said. 

Maylen said if a student
has a particular area of
interest and wants to
explore it, they should take
as many classes as they can
and stay in contact with
their high school counselor. 

Robert Cheesman,
Nicole’s father, said he can
see more students taking
advantage of such programs
as long as the word gets out. 

Nicole Cheesman said her
friends have reacted in a
bewildered but ultimately
productive way to the news
of her earning an associate
degree before a high school
diploma. 

“They all said I was crazy
for doing it so fast, but they
were also really supportive
about it,” she said, adding it
may have motivated some
friends to begin thinking
about their own college
plans and next steps. 

For Nicole, the immediate
next steps are continuing to
work her jobs at Sussex Tool
and Metro Market and
beginning to save and invest
for her own apartment or
house. 


