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WAUKESHA — This week,
Waukesha South High School’s
mock trial team officially
became Wisconsin’s state
champion and is moving on to
the national competition in
May. No team in the district has
ever made it that far. 

Mock trial is a simulated
courtroom environment used
to train students in using facts
and case materials developed

by attorneys to gain a deeper
understanding of the court sys-
tem and construct winning
arguments to build their case. 

Elizabeth “Libby” Mueller,
who with Brad Barrett coaches
the team, said winning the
state competition this year was
an exciting experience. 

“You don’t know how you’re
doing in mock trial,” she sad.
“You have your trials but you
don’t know how you’re doing
until the very end... We had no
idea we had won all of our
rounds.”

Libby Mueller said South
made it to state in 2019, but fell
short, and concluded “we need
to step up our game a little bit.”
That goal seems to have been
reached and exceeded. 

The state finals were held
Tuesday and conducted virtual-
ly, though they’re typically in
person. As an attorney herself,
Libby Mueller said the pivot to
virtual is a realistic one, as
that’s how many cases are being
handled in court right now. 

Waukesha South Mock Trial team wins State, heading to Nationals 
Members of the Waukesha
South Mock Trial Team.
From front row left: Mika
Liss, Genevieve Lambert,
Delaney Premeau, Siya
Verma, Shala Pacheco,
Margaret Mueller. From
back row left: Ava Savelk-
oul, Reed Mueller and Erin
Loeschmann. The team
won state finals this week
and is moving on to nation-
als in May.

Submitted photoSee TEAM, PAGE 5A

MADISON (AP) — Everyone
age 16 and up in Wisconsin will
be eligible for the coronavirus
vaccine on May 1, Gov. Tony
Evers announced Friday. 

State health offi-
cials said Thurs-
day that everyone
in the state would
be eligible some-
time in May.
Hours later, Presi-
dent Joe Biden
said he wanted
states to make
everyone eligible by May 1. 

‘‘Having increased supply
available means we’ll be able to
open up to the general public on
May 1st,” Evers said in a state-
ment after being asked whether
the state could meet Biden’s
deadline. ‘‘Getting vaccinated
will be key to putting this pan-
demic behind us, so I encourage
every Wisconsinite who is cur-
rently eligible to get signed up.’’ 

Evers did not address how
quickly after becoming eligible
someone will be able to get vac-
cinated. Health officials have
previously said everyone who
wants to be vaccinated will be
able to get it by early July. 

As of Friday, more than 20% of
Wisconsin’s population, nearly
1.2 million people, had received
at least one dose of the vaccine
and 11.5% had completed the
vaccine series. Nearly 37% of
people over age 65 have complet-
ed the series. 

Evers’ announcement came a
day after the state announced
that more than 2 million people
with underlying health condi-
tions will be eligible for the vac-
cine starting March 29. Those
include anyone who has a body
mass index above 25, which is
considered overweight, people
with moderate or severe asthma,
high blood pressure, cancer and
diabetes.  

On Friday, the state Depart-
ment of Health Services also
made restaurant workers imme-
diately eligible. They had been

Evers

A YEAR PANDEMIC Evers: 
Everyone

in state will
be eligible
for vaccine

May 1

INTO
THE

COVID-19 Timeline 
■ March 11, 2020 - First con-
firmed COVID-19 cases in Wis-
consin and Waukesha County;
Gov. Tony Evers declares state of
emergency
■  March 13, 2020 - Waukesha
County Executive Paul Farrow
declares state of emergency;
Waukesha County Business
Alliance temporarily pivots to vir-
tual programming 
■  March 17, 2020 - Evers
orders statewide moratorium of
gatherings of 10 or more people 
■  March 25, 2020 - Evers
issues Safer at Home order 
■  March 27, 2020 - CARES Act
passes Congress to deliver aid
to families, businesses and
health care organizations, signed
by President Donald Trump 
■  April 20, 2020 - Evers issues
Badger Bounce Back Plan for
economic reopening 
■  May 4, 2020 - Wisconsin Eco-
nomic Development Corporation
issues industry-specific reopen-
ing guidelines
■ May 4, 2020 - Wisconsin
Supreme Court overturns Safer
at Home order 
■ June 1, 2020 - Trump signs
PPP flexibility legislation; Wauke-
sha County launches Stay Safe
to Stay Open campaign 
■ Sept. 22, 2020 - Evers
extends mask mandate 
■ March 11, 2021 - President
Joe Biden signs COVID-19 relief
bill 

County officials reflect on challenges 
overcome, signs pointing towards hope 

Jake Ekdahl/Freeman Staff 

Waukesha School District Counselor Amanda DeSua checks the temperature of first-grader Lexi Begotka at the doors
of Summit View Elementary School in September.

Waukesha County
Expo Center decreasing

COVID-19 testing
WAUKESHA — Waukesha County COVID-19

testing opportunities at the Waukesha County
Expo Center are being downscaled due to a
planned withdrawal of the deployment of the
Wisconsin National Guard at the community test-
ing site, a decrease in demand for testing, and
fewer active cases of the virus, the county said
Friday. 

COVID-19 testing continues to be available at
clinics, pharmacies, and other locations through-
out the county.

Testing at the Expo Center continues to be
available on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9 a.m.–4
p.m., through the remainder of March, conducted
by long-term community partner Village Prima-
ry Care. By March 31, all COVID-19 testing will be
discontinued at the Expo Center. A new privately-
operated site will open in the Waukesha area in
the near future.

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — A year into
the COVID-19 pandemic, local
officials see signs of hope for
the future and reasons to cele-
brate what’s already been
overcome. 

Waukesha School District
Superintendent  Jim Sebert
saw COVID-19’s effect on edu-
cation from the vantage point
of two districts. When the
pandemic began, he was still
the top administrator at the
Fond du Lac School District. 

“A year ago when we shut
down schools, we were antici-
pating it was going to be two
weeks,” he said, adding that
staying closed was something
that “never crossed my mind
would be possible.” 

Chef Michael Feker, owner
of Zesti, Il Mito, 2Mesa and
other culinary ventures, said
when the pandemic struck,
he, like others in the restau-
rant business, had to adapt his

whole business quickly.
“I had to immediately learn

how to pivot and start another
income source,” he said.
Those new sources included
to-go food and meal kits. 

Delafield Police Chief Erik Kehl receives his first dose of
COVID-19 vaccine from Western Lakes Fire Department Cap-
tain Steve Warren at one of the clinics in the county.

See TESTING, PAGE 8A
See VACCINES, PAGE 5ASee PANDEMIC, PAGE 8A

Inside

■ Waukesha County 
Executive Paul Farrow:
Reflecting and rebuilding
one year into the COVID
pandemic. Commentary, 4A
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Pandemic
From Page 1A

Feker said he knew many
customers were struggling
too, so finding “the sweet
spot” for prices was crucial.
A new factor to consider
was how his food would
travel from the restaurant to
a customer’s home, and
maintaining its quality dur-
ing that time.

“Heat creates steam,
steam is cooking,” he said.
“I have to take all of those
into account (and) it looks
like it worked out.” 

‘A crisp energy in the air’
Looking ahead, Feker is

optimistic. 
“There’s a crisp energy in

the air,” he said. “Cus-
tomers are getting back
their confidence, they’re
coming back.”

Kettle Moraine School Dis-
trict Superintendent Patricia
Deklotz said in addition to
learning, school staff over-
seeing other aspects of stu-
dents’ lives had to adapt and
continue to deliver. She said
it’s often overlooked how
much food service profes-
sionals within schools kept
making sure kids got the
food they needed. 

“That’s a tremendous,
tremendous amount of
work,” she said. “It truly
was.” 

Deklotz also gave a
shoutout to the custodial
team at KMSD, who built
much of the plexiglass
dividers that helped make
in-person school possible.
“They’ve adapted so very
well in ensuring we keep
our environment virus free
to the best of their abili-
ties,” she said.

Feeding the community as
a whole had its own chal-
lenges. Sentry Foods
Albrecht’s Delafield Market
Family Co-Owner Kerry
Jeanpierre said when the
pandemic struck, business
exploded. “It was like
Christmas Eve for three or
four days,” she said —
except that with holidays,
grocers got to plan ahead
and prepare. 

Jeanpierre said the gro-
cery would order lunches
from restaurants to thank
staff and give restaurants a
boost. 

“We probably did it a half
dozen times from local
restaurants,” she said. “I
could thank my employees

and I could also help out a
local restaurant that was
struggling.” She said she’s
grateful to staff for stepping
up and being courageous
through the pandemic. 

Uncharted territory
Waukesha County Execu-

tive Paul Farrow said he
and County Health Officer
Ben Jones met with school
leaders in the county on a
near-weekly basis to help
ensure in-person school
would be possible. 

Working with schools on
that front, and businesses
to create the Stay Safe to
Stay Open campaign on
another to chart a safe path
for economic reopening,
was uncharted territory for
the county. 

“There’s never been a sys-
tem that was ready for this
type of pandemic,” Farrow
said, adding the county’s
documentation of the pro-
cess may help offer a tem-
plate for the future. 

With so much shut down,
some county department
officials pivoted to address-
ing public health needs like
contact tracing. That not
only helped avoid furlough-
ing employees, but also
redirected manpower to
new and urgent responsi-
bilities. 

Farrow said the health
department surged from
about 30 employees to near-
ly 300 at that time. The
county partnered with Car-
roll University to train con-
tact tracers. 

“Those types of partner-
ships that were created
(will) have a lasting effect
on the services we provide
to the community,” Farrow
said. “As I look back over
the year, the notes that I
took, the conversations I’ve
had, I think the county
responded well. Especially
dealing with an unknown
situation.” 

Helping businesses
adapt

Helping businesses adapt
and stay afloat was no small
task. “At the Alliance, we
really dug in very quickly
to become a strong resource
(and) advocate for the busi-
ness community,” said
Suzanne Kelley, Waukesha
County Business Alliance
president and CEO.  

Kelley recalled how con-
necting those in need to
those with the skills to help
proved crucial. She said

ProHealth Care had hand
sanitizer in 55-gallon
drums during the shortage,
but they weren’t able to dis-
tribute it in such huge
packages, so she connected
them with local manufac-
turers who could put the
much-needed supply in
more manageable contain-
ers. 

The Waukesha County
Center for Growth also
helped hundreds of busi-
nesses connect to financial
assistance programs avail-
able through federal and
state governments. Wauke-
sha County Business
Alliance members were
able to get free member-
ship during the trying
times as well. 

Kelley said the Alliance
lobbied in Madison on
behalf of businesses to
secure liability protections
against frivolous lawsuits,
get PPE loans to be non-
taxable and ensure confi-
dentiality for businesses
that saw employees test
COVID-19 positive. 

Going virtual
Some of the innovations

spurred by the pandemic
may prove useful going for-
ward. Deklotz said virtual
attendance options for par-
ent-teacher conferences
and some district meetings
could be useful going for-
ward in the name of effi-
ciency. 

Waukesha County Tech-
nical College Vice Presi-
dent of Learning Brad
Piazza said virtual learn-
ing options are new at the
college, but he sees them
having a place as an option
moving forward. Piazza
commended WCTC staff
for pivoting from all in-per-
son learning to all virtual
in two to three weeks. 

“Students were really
grateful their academic
journey didn’t have to
end,” he said. 

‘Light at the end 
of the tunnel’

Gov. Tony Evers Friday
delivered on Friday a radio
address reflecting on the
one-year anniversary of
his first statewide Public
Health Emergency declara-
tion on COVID-19 and his
plan to ensure Wisconsin
bounces back and better. 

“We never could have
known the tragedy it would
bring to the families and
loved ones of more than

6,500 Wisconsinites who
died this year,” he said. “As
we keep those lost in our
hearts and on our minds,
we now see light at the end
of the tunnel. Our vaccina-
tion program continues to
expand and grow, and more
than one million Wiscon-
sinites have received their
first dose and another more
than 600,000 have complet-
ed their vaccine series.”

Sebert said Waukesha is
proud of being the largest
district in the state to offer
in-person learning. In a
way, he said the circum-
stances have reinvigorated
the school experience for

students. 
“When you go to school

every day of your life as a
kid, you kind of take it for
granted,” he said, adding
he’s recently seen signifi-
cant student engagement
in the classroom. 

The near future may hold
reinvigoration for time out-
side of school as well. With
vaccines underway and
community spread trend-
ing downward, the
prospect of a more normal
summer than last year is
looking good. 

“The brats are going to be
on the grill again,” Farrow
said. 
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DEATHS

COLUMBUS

William R.
Vande Hey

Nov. 24, 1946 — March 4, 2021

William R. Vande Hey,
age 74, passed away on

Thursday,
March 4,
2021. He was
born to
William and
Doris (Kelly)
Vande Hey
on November
24, 1946, in

Newport News,
Va. 

During his high
school and college

years, he excelled in
wrestling. He served in the
U.S. Air Force from 1968 to
1974. 

William was a sales rep-
resentative and co-owner of
Locke Bros. Inc., Brook-
field. He loved golfing and
time spent hunting at his
cabin. He loved playing
cards, working on projects
with his best friend Tom
Lay, and gardening. He had
a lovely sense of humor,
was a deep thinker, and his
blue eyes were so expres-
sive. He will be missed so
much. 

Survivors include his son
Timothy (Connie) Vande
Hey of Columbus; his
daughter Laura Vande Hey
of Madison; five grandchil-
dren, Emma Andreasson
(Julian Boucher), Oskar
Andreasson, Jake
Podrasky, Lauren (Bran-
don) Stebbins and Peyton
(Abigail) Podrasky; five
great grandchildren, Tea-
gan, Nora, Lydia, Piper
and Maverick; two sisters,
Cathy (Bill) Stowers of
Merrimac and Deborah
(Nick) Derth of Monroe;
and other relatives and
friends. 

He was preceded in death
by his parents and one
brother, Jim. 

A memorial will be held
at a later time this sum-
mer.

We encourage you to
share your online condo-
lences at www.jensenfuner-
alandcremation.com.

Jensen Funeral & Crema-
tion of Columbus, 920-623-
5850, is serving the family.

(Freeman — March 13, 2021)
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Testing
From Page 1A

“While testing remains a
critical component to stop-
ping the spread of COVID-
19 in our community, tests
are now abundant enough
that our healthcare
providers and community
partners can meet the
demand of our residents

without relying on county
resources,” said Waukesha
County Executive Paul Far-
row, in a statement. “Shift-
ing our testing operations
to community healthcare
partners will allow the
county to focus on ramping
up vaccination efforts.”

In January, a majority of
COVID-19 tests in Wauke-
sha County (51.9%) were
conducted by local health

care systems, pharmacies,
universities, and entities
other than at community
testing clinics. 

The Summit Clinical Lab-
oratories testing site at
Malone Park in New Berlin
conducted the next highest
percentage of tests locally
(35.8%). 

Only 12.4% of tests in the
county were performed at
the Waukesha County Expo

Center community testing
site.

COVID-19 testing options
continue to be available to
Waukesha County resi-
dents who have symptoms
of the virus or have been
exposed to a positive case. 

Information about pre-
registration, insurance,
and locations hours is
available at www.wauke-
shacounty/testingsites.

Patriotic HardkWorker ¡Breakfast

I
 Hosted by and in support of Rip. Scott Allan

Wednesday, March 31st - 8 AM • Tuscan Hall, 409 Delafield St Waukesha

Reserve your spot today by donating online at AllenforWisconsin.com
or mailing your check for $35 per person to I

Allen for Wisconsin. PO Box 74, Genesee Depot Wl 53127.
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Lake Michigan near atior* forecast:
Tonight: SW wind around 10 kt Mostly clear. Waves 1 It or less. 
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CONNIE S STIMART, EA
Enrolled Agent-We’re America’s Tax Experts!

Tax Preparation
Enrollment# 00100882-EA

Connie's Tax Tip:

The recent passing of the 
American Rescue Plan Act 

might affect your 2020 

tax return if you filed for 
unemployment or had 

to pay back some of the 

premium tax credit you 
received towards your 

Market Place insurance.

26.2-54.7-2?2?
C0NNIETAXLIC@GMA1LC0M 
HTTP://WWW.CONNIETAXLLIORG

ESee us on Ftnebook

THE * ̂  , (^Rochester's 17Ih Annual *

St. f^afpicfes Day 6vcn|

Dine In or Carry Out - Delicious Food & Merriment!
Wednesday, March 17th, • Event Time: 10am-7pm 

143 W. Broadway in Waukesha • Open Monday - Saturday, (262)-522-961
Chef Dan's Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinners, famous Reubens, Guinness Chocolate Cupcakes, 

Iced Shamrock Cookies, Irish Soda Bread, Minty Brownies, Bailey's Cannoli and our full Deli Menu!
No reservations, online orders, curbside and deliveries - sorry for the inconvenience.

* www.rochesterdeli.com

L I V E
lVve
WAUKESHA i

CROSSWORD
By THOMAS JOSEPH

ACROSS 39 Flower
1 Deck part

worker 40 Complete

5 Bed parts ly full
10 Counting 41 Leaning

everything 42 Marries

12 Free of

censorship DOWN

13 “-luck!” 1 Highway

14 “Keen!” units

15 Memorable 2 Hooded

period jacket

16 Canine 3 Japanese

command mat

18 Join the 4 City trains

crew 5 Fourth-

19 Mead down play

subject 6 Count

21 Fast starter

runner 7 Egyptian

22 Alaskan emblem

crusta 8 Lesson

ceans givers

24 Evil ITT

expression

25 Hive 
heads

29 Batting 

ploy
30 Bible 

strongman
32 Crew tool

33 Casino 
action

34 Due 
follower

35 Japanese 
dog

37 Gladden 

greatly
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Yesterday’s answer

9 Madeleine 25 Friend

of 26 Green,

movies perhaps

11 Layered 27 Fancy

dish home

17 Fragrant 28 Classified

smoke 29 Crow

20 Beginning 31 Calls for

21 Female 33 Lacking

following tread

23 Money- 36 Camel

back 38 Bar

offers topic

3-13


