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WCTC to fully open in August
Fall semester to offer in-person, hybrid and online courses
PEWAUKEE — Waukesha
County Technical College
announced Tuesday a fall
2021 reset plan to fully reopen
its main Pewaukee and
Waukesha campuses Aug. 2,
with the fall semester beginning Aug. 16.
Because
of
COVID-19
WCTC adjusted its campus
hours and access last spring,
shifting course delivery
options and providing alternative technologies to be
used in placed of in-person
meetings. The college also
implemented strict safety,
cleaning and disinfecting
practices, along with enforcing masking and social distancing guidelines to keep
the WCTC community safe.

WCTC has followed, and continues to follow, guidelines
from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and
state and local health agencies.
As part of the fall reset,
WCTC will welcome back students with in-person classes
and labs at pre-COVID-19 levels, business hours will
return to normal and support
services will be available in
person. Prior to the virus outbreak, courses were offered
in online, in-person and
hybrid options and have been
continuing in that manner.
WCTC President Rich
Barnhouse said the college
and the country are at a very
different place than 12

months ago, and that has
helped shape the return-tocampus plan.
“What we do know is this is
not March 2020 (when) we
had no control over the
virus,” Barnhouse said. “We
are not at the same level of
concern as a year ago. Very
soon, in Waukesha County,
most people who want a vaccine will be able to receive a
vaccine. We’re building a
plan for return based on
today and moving forward
toward August.”
The return to campus is
not unique to WCTC, Barnhouse said, as most colleges
and universities around the
country — and locally, including those in the Wisconsin

Technical College System —
will be reopening their physical doors in fall. However, he
stressed, health and safety
remain paramount.
“We’re changing the philosophy of ‘if it can be done off
campus, then it must be done
off campus,’ to ‘if it can be
done safely on campus, then
it should be done safely on
campus,’” he said.
Both
Barnhouse
and
WCTC’s Vice President of
Learning
Brad
Piazza
praised the college’s employees for their commitment,
flexibility and dedication to
WCTC and working creatively throughout the pandemic
to provide positive experiences for students.
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Waukesha County Technical College has announced a plan to
fully reopen its main Pewaukee and Waukesha campuses Aug.
2, with the fall semester beginning Aug. 16.
“If we think back to where
we were a year ago and where
we are now (then) that’s a testament of the work of everybody from one end of this
campus to the other,” Piazza
said.
Barnhouse added that he is

looking forward to the energy that will return to campus
with students, staff and faculty back in classrooms, labs
and offices.
“We are going to be a
vibrant campus, because
presence matters,” he said.
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OCONOMOWOC — A Kelsey Butterfield uses the desk pedaler at the Oconomowoc
team of local robotics stu- Public Library.
dents has been helping
libraries address the growfor new purposes over the
ing and diversifying needs Brainstorming
last year during the coronand developing
of their communities.
avirus pandemic. The stuOne of Divine Redeemer
Initially, the team brainLutheran School’s robotics stormed an exercise bike dents worked with their fitteams, the “Geek Fr34ks” or an elliptical with an e- ness education teacher, Terri
— the name being an reader attachment as the Anderson, to learn the benehomage to beloved Milwau- potential solution for offer- fits of exercise and how it
kee Bucks player Giannis ing an active space at the can help with mental health,
Antetokounmpo,
some- library, but that was an ongoing challenge for
times called “the Greek deemed too noisy and dis- some during the pandemic.
Word seems to be getting
Freak” — assisted the tracting. The next proposal
Oconomowoc
Public was a desk pedaler, which around about the project,
too.
Bleck said the Muskego
Library in turning an inac- is smaller and quieter but
tive space into an active offers the same sort of Public Library has purchased their own DeskCyone. The project was part of exercise. After the initial
cle2 for their patrons, and
their innovation piece for model was deemed not
the team has received an
an upcoming competition, ideal because its pedals
email from the library
and it led the nine-member heated up, the team settled
director at Fort Atkinson,
team to problem-solve in on the DeskCycle2, which
with interest in implementreal time for real clients.
is now available at the ing their own project.
“Our students have been Oconomowoc
Public
“Now, patrons have been
working with the library Library for patrons to use. raving to their staff about
directors in the Bridges
The public feedback so how much they love having
Library System in south- far, which the team plans to the opportunity to exercise
eastern Wisconsin since work on in the future, is to while reading,” Bleck said.
September,” said Head offer something lighter and “The unit itself is extremeMarch
31,Bleck.
2021 5:02
pm (GMT
-5:00) even portable
Coach
Steve
“Our
potentially
ly quiet and patrons are
students researched differ- so patrons can check one able to get a great workout

SUMMIT — Henry Elling first started
working with Summit in 1998 as a consultant to help the-then town with its master
plan.
In 2002, Summit hired him full time for
his services as its manager and planner
and he has been in the village ever since.
However, Elling’s almost two-decade
career in the village is coming to a close as
he retires next month, calling it bittersweet.
“At the same time it’s exciting because
it’s been very good for me,” Elling said.
“I’ve got a doctorate degree education here
for the price of coming to work every day.”
Over his years, Elling said he has
enjoyed assisting residents from being a
town on the edge of a metropolitan area to
a village that is part of a metropolitan
area.
“The changes from the rural outpost
that it was when I came here to the very
exciting and vibrant lake area community
is what I hope village residents wanted to
happen,” Elling said.
Village President Jack Riley called
Elling “the face of the village” and was the
go-to person when a resident needed help
with their property.
“I wouldn’t say he is a historian but he
knows pretty much everything about all
the properties in the village,” Riley said.
“Henry is a wealth of knowledge for everything in the village. He knows who property owners are by name, when they moved
in, whose house it was before they moved
in, where that person went.
“He has a lot of that institutional knowledge we are really going to miss.”
Elling said he has always enjoyed meeting in a room with people to brainstorm
ideas and form them into a written document people can follow moving forward.
“I’m very impressed with how (the village has) taken the master plan and the
guidance that (it) gives to heart and how
committed they are as a group to maintaining that document and making sure
that it reflects the desires of the community and not just a planner sitting on a
shelf somewhere,” Elling said.
With all his achievements in the village,
Elling said the favorite thing he has done
is install the sledding hill at Village Park.
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Village Planner Henry Elling stands in the
Village Hall’s lobby. Village President Jack
Riley said seeing Elling’s smile while walking
through the hall when it was completed was
akin to Christmas morning.
those agreements result in a benefit to
both communities,” Elling said. “Whether
it’s a shared fire district with Western
Lakes Fire District or a sanitary sewer
service from Oconomowoc or Delafield or
shared police services with Dousman,
there aren’t a lot of places in the country
where one community has so many agreements with their neighbors.”
Riley said one of his lasting memories
of Elling will be how he reacted to the village staff moving into the new Village
Hall in 2018.
“It was Christmas morning for Henry,”
Riley said. “He was putting up with us
and our penny pinching with the old Village Hall with an office with no heat and
leaky windows. When we finally did
invest in the Village Hall, just the look on
his face and the joy he had is something
I’ll never forget.”

Pastoring plans
Looking ahead, Elling isn’t getting out
of the planning game totally. He said his
Powered by
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plan is to go to Dubuque,
Iowa
to become a
renewal pastor for the Wartburg Theological Seminary. A renewal pastor comes

