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we know there are so many
who’ve struggled to make
ends meet,” Evers said in a
statement.
“That’s why
we’re working every day to

DOA’s Division of Energy,
Housing and Community
Resources (DEHCR) administers WHEAP. To assist eligible households impacted

WAUKESHA COUNTY TECHNICAL COLLEGE

Learning in Retirement program
perseveres despite COVID-19
Program makes strides in digital capabilities
By Jake Ekdahl
Jekdahl@conleynet.com
262-513-2657

PEWAUKEE — Deborah
Nicely remembers the date of
March 17 well. Last year, that
was the day Waukesha County Technical College shut
down due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
The shutdown disrupted
spring course offerings for
the Learning in Retirement
program, hosted by WCTC
and part of the Road Scholar
Lifelong Learning Institute.
As the office administrator
for that program, Nicely and
others set to work so classes
could resume in some form
for the fall.
Learning in Retirement
has existed for years, but
2020 was the first time virtual learning became an
option. “The pandemic has
hit us hard, just like everybody else, especially with
our core membership,” Nicely said, adding the program
isn’t age restricted; it just so
happens many of the members are older adults.
Zoom suddenly became the
primary means of delivering
educational content for LIR,

but that created opportunities despite the learning hurdles. Nicely said there’s now
a new pilot program outreaching to senior centers in
the area like Family Knoll,
allowing for their courses to
be virtually delivered to a
demographic that’s dealt
with isolation more than
most over the last year. There
are plans to work with Shorehaven and others in the fall
as well.
“Isolation has been identified as one of the largest
causes of depression,” Nicely said. “This COVID pandemic has really taken a toll,
I think, on seniors in the
community.”
At its largest, LIR had
about 700 members and has
been averaging at about 500
per year. It currently has
around 200 due to the pandemic, with 25 instructors.
Membership is just $65 annually and courses are up to
$20.
“We average 50-60 course
offerings each semester,”
Nicely said.
Courses range widely, from
the history of India to cybersecurity to sailing. Retired
registered nurse and former

LIR board president Sue Sullivan is currently taking Digital Journey through History
& Geography of the British
Isles.
“Many of us have been
stuck in our homes and can’t
do anything, so actually
these virtual classes are a
lifesaver really and still are,”
she said, adding she just finished learning about British
literary artists for the class.
“It often triggers you for
going into other classes or
other investigative work on
your own to learn more
about it.”
Lisa Peterson recently
took a class focusing on
Broadway. “It was so uplifting,” she said, adding
although she’d love the inperson experience, the virtual class has offered a good
alternative.
Previously in-person traditions are finding a way to
continue as well. Mary
Lamb, who is both a LIR
member and at times an
instructor, said the annual
Christmas cookie exchange
sees participants swap cookies, recipes and stories. This
year, they simply skipped the
cookies. She was surprised
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Pizza, Polka, Art in the Park event coming to Waukesha on May 11
WAUKESHA — The city
has
announced
Pizza,
Polka, Art in the Park, an
event celebrating the city’s
125th anniversary and the
School District of Waukesha, will take place May 11.
The event will be held
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. at
the
Amphitheater
in
Frame Park, 1150 Frame
Park Drive.
The event, which celebrates early childhood
education, is a collabora-
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tion of community partners including the city and
the School District of
Waukesha. The event will
showcase what school was
like 125 years ago, feature
4K artwork, offer free
pizza (while supplies last)
and include live polka
music.
“We are looking forward
bringing people together,
celebrating early childhood in the Waukesha
community and learning

about what school was like
when our city first began,”
Mayor Shawn Reilly said.
In celebration of the
city’s 125th Anniversary
and the school district’s
history, participants will
be challenged to think
about schoolhouses and
school supplies 125 years
ago. Slates, or mini-blackboards, will be given away
to participants, also while
supplies last.
The event is also recog-

nized as a national “Kids
to Parks Day” event in
which families are encouraged to discover and
explore the great outdoors.
The School District of
Waukesha 4K “Future 4
Waukesha,” program is
both
communityand
school-based, designed to
prepare children for success in kindergarten and
to begin the journey for
parents in supporting
their child’s education.
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