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WAUKESHA — The city
has announced Pizza,
Polka, Art in the Park, an
event celebrating the city’s
125th anniversary and the
School District of Wauke-
sha, will take place May 11.

The event will be held
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. at
the Amphitheater in
Frame Park, 1150 Frame
Park Drive.

The event, which cele-
brates early childhood
education, is a collabora-

tion of community part-
ners including the city and
the School District of
Waukesha. The event will
showcase what school was
like 125 years ago, feature
4K artwork, offer free
pizza (while supplies last)
and include live polka
music. 

“We are looking forward
bringing people together,
celebrating early child-
hood in the Waukesha
community and learning

about what school was like
when our city first began,”
Mayor Shawn Reilly said. 

In celebration of the
city’s 125th Anniversary
and the school district’s
history, participants will
be challenged to think
about schoolhouses and
school supplies 125 years
ago. Slates, or mini-black-
boards, will be given away
to participants, also while
supplies last. 

The event is also recog-

nized as a national “Kids
to Parks Day” event in
which families are encour-
aged to discover and
explore the great outdoors.
The School District of
Waukesha 4K “Future 4
Waukesha,” program is
both community- and
school-based, designed to
prepare children for suc-
cess in kindergarten and
to begin the journey for
parents in supporting
their child’s education.

By Jake Ekdahl
Jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

PEWAUKEE — Deborah
Nicely remembers the date of
March 17 well. Last year, that
was the day Waukesha Coun-
ty Technical College shut
down due to the COVID-19
pandemic. 

The shutdown disrupted
spring course offerings for
the Learning in Retirement
program, hosted by WCTC
and part of the Road Scholar
Lifelong Learning Institute.
As the office administrator
for that program, Nicely and
others set to work so classes
could resume in some form
for the fall. 

Learning in Retirement
has existed for years, but
2020 was the first time virtu-
al learning became an
option. “The pandemic has
hit us hard, just like every-
body else, especially with
our core membership,” Nice-
ly said, adding the program
isn’t age restricted; it just so
happens many of the mem-
bers are older adults. 

Zoom suddenly became the
primary means of delivering
educational content for LIR,

but that created opportuni-
ties despite the learning hur-
dles. Nicely said there’s now
a new pilot program out-
reaching to senior centers in
the area like Family Knoll,
allowing for their courses to
be virtually delivered to a
demographic that’s dealt
with isolation more than
most over the last year. There
are plans to work with Shore-
haven and others in the fall
as well. 

“Isolation has been identi-
fied as one of the largest
causes of depression,” Nice-
ly said. “This COVID pan-
demic has really taken a toll,
I think, on seniors in the
community.” 

At its largest, LIR had
about 700 members and has
been averaging at about 500
per year. It currently has
around 200 due to the pan-
demic, with 25 instructors.
Membership is just $65 annu-
ally and courses are up to
$20. 

“We average 50-60 course
offerings each semester,”
Nicely said. 

Courses range widely, from
the history of India to cyber-
security to sailing. Retired
registered nurse and former

LIR board president Sue Sul-
livan is currently taking Dig-
ital Journey through History
& Geography of the British
Isles. 

“Many of us have been
stuck in our homes and can’t
do anything, so actually
these virtual classes are a
lifesaver really and still are,”
she said, adding she just fin-
ished learning about British
literary artists for the class.
“It often triggers you for
going into other classes or
other investigative work on
your own to learn more
about it.” 

Lisa Peterson recently
took a class focusing on
Broadway. “It was so uplift-
ing,” she said, adding
although she’d love the in-
person experience, the virtu-
al class has offered a good
alternative. 

Previously in-person tradi-
tions are finding a way to
continue as well. Mary
Lamb, who is both a LIR
member and at times an
instructor, said the annual
Christmas cookie exchange
sees participants swap cook-
ies, recipes and stories. This
year, they simply skipped the
cookies. She was surprised

to see all the regulars still
participated. 

“That need for contact was
so strong this year,” she said. 

With WCTC planning to
fully resume in-person class
in the fall, LIR is set to look
more normal in the coming
months, but with newfound
digital capabilities too. 

Nicely said the annual
kickoff meeting is scheduled
for Aug. 6 and is open to the
public. Locals are are invited
to come and meet members
and instructors. “They can
sign up and register right
there,” she said. 

Lamb encouraged prospec-
tive members to give it a
shot. “There are so many
classes and opportunities,”
she said. “Both for personal
growth and just growth in
knowledge.” 

By Jake Ekdahl
Jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — Wiscon-
sin health officials say that
only 0.03% of people who
have been fully vaccinated
for the coronavirus have
tested positive for COVID-
19.

The number of so-called
breakthrough cases was
just 605 out of 1.8 million
people who are fully vacci-
nated. The state’s number
of breakthrough cases is
higher than the national
national rate of 0.008%
reported by the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention.

The CDC has said that the
national tally is an under-
count and some infections
are expected among those
who are immunized
because no vaccine is 100%
effective.

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Health Services
released the number of
breakthrough cases to the
State Journal only after the
newspaper repeatedly
reported health officials
declined to provide the
data.

The 605 Wisconsin cases,
found in people at least two
weeks after they were fully
immunized, are among
82,369 confirmed and proba-
ble cases of COVID-19 since
Jan. 18, said Jennifer
Miller, a spokeswoman for
the state Department of
Health Services.

“With such a small per-
centage of breakthrough
cases, but with COVID-19
still active in our state, we
continue to encourage
everyone to get vaccinated
with one of the three highly
effective COVID-19 vaccines
available,” Miller said.

Waukesha County has
seen 74 confirmed and
probable COVID-19 cases
among vaccinated resi-
dents and Washington
County has seen eight, a
DHS spokesman confirmed
with Conley Media on
Wednesday. “To date, 47.7%
(192,656) of Waukesha
County residents have
received at least one dose of
the vaccine. 36.3% (146,876)
of Waukesha County resi-
dents have completed the
vaccine series, and in
Washington County, 38.7%
(52,583) of county residents
have received at least one
dose of the vaccine. 28.9%
(39,315) of residents have
completed the vaccine
series,” the spokesman
said. 

“So when you compare
the number of break-
through cases to the num-
ber of people vaccinated, it
is really quite small... The
COVID-19 vaccines are
tested and proven safe and
effective, but while no vac-
cine is 100% effective,
those who have become ill
after getting the vaccine
have had milder symptoms
than those who haven’t
been vaccinated. Similar
to people who get the flu
after getting the flu vac-
cine.” 

The spokesman encour-
aged Wisconsin residents
to get the vaccine because
the virus is still present in
the state. 

Dr. James Conway, a UW
Health pediatrician and
vaccine expert, called the
very low rates of break-
through cases “reassur-
ing” and proof the vac-
cines are working as well
or better than expected.
But health officials cau-
tion that the cases are also
a reminder that people
should keep taking coron-
avirus precautions for
now, even if fully vaccinat-
ed.

In about half of Wiscon-
sin’s breakthrough cases,

those infected reported no
symptoms, Miller said.
Breakthrough cases have
occurred with each of the
three vaccines and in all
Wisconsin counties, she
said. About 66% are female,
about 40% are ages 65 and
older and 25% are ages 18 to
40.

Contributing:
The Associated Press

2A • THE FREEMAN • THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 2021 GMTODAY.COMLOCAL

Lottery
Wednesday, April 28

WISCONSIN
Daily Pick 3                        3-0-4 
Daily Pick 4                     5-9-3-6 
Megabucks       1-13-29-40-47-49
SuperCash       8-20-24-29-32-38
SuperCash Doubler: No 
Powerball            16-18-35-39-53
Powerball                                21
Power Play                              3  
Badger 5                  4-6-19-23-25

262-542-2500
Hours: M-F  8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

801 N. Barstow St., P.O. Box 7,
Waukesha, WI 53187

A Trusted Tradition since 1859

The FREEMAN

FREEMAN MANAGEMENT

Bill Yorth - Publisher & Editor-in-Chief 513-2671 
byorth@conleynet.com

Katherine Beck - Managing Editor.........513-2644
kbeck@conleynet.com

Jim Baumgart - Freeman Group Ad Director 513-2621
jbaumgart@conleynet.com

Tim Haffemann - Circulation Director 513-2640   
thaffemann@conleynet.com

Patricia Scheel - Prepress Manager...513-2690   
pscheel@conleynet.com

Joe Rocha - Mailroom Supervisor.......513-2659

NEWS DEPARTMENT
Local News - Katherine Beck..............513-2644

kbeck@conleynet.com
News at Night - Steve Van Dien.........513-2673

svandien@conleynet.com
Sports - Pat Neumuth..........................513-2667

sports@conleynet.com
Business - Katherine Beck.................513-2644

kbeck@conleynet.com
Death Notices - Shana Duffy..............513-2618

obits@conleynet.com
Letters to the Editor - Brian Huber....513-2674

letters@conleynet.com

Fax: 262-542-2015

CLASSIFIEDS: 262-306-5000  

HOURS: Monday – Friday  8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

PHOTO REPRINTS
Color reprints are $25 each. Call 542-2501

PAGE REPRINTS
Go to www.gmtoday.com/freemanreprints

Published Tuesday-Saturday except legal holidays.
Postmaster, send address changes to:
The Freeman, P.O. Box 7, Waukesha WI 53187-0007
Postage paid at Waukesha 53186  
USPS 669-740
Periodicals   ISSN Number 1062-9041

Subscription Rates
• By in-county mail
13 weeks...............$69
26 weeks.............$132
52 weeks.............$252

• Out-of-county mail
13 weeks..........$88.50
26 weeks.............$174
52 weeks.............$342

EZ Buy
.....$19.50 a month with
credit card

Electronic edition 
......$14.75 a month
with credit card

Circulation Dept.
To reach the Circulation Department 
call 542-2501

IN MEMORIAM (1943-2020)
James E. Conley Jr.

•                          •

Photo courtesy of Le Caffe Bistro

Le Caffe Bistro, S30-W24896 W. Sunset Drive, Waukesha, launched a coffee flight Monday.

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA — Everyone
over 21 years old has likely
tried a flight of beer, but
there’s now a new option for
those under 21 years old — a
coffee flight.

Sarah Kirschling, owner
of Le Caffe Bistro, S30-
W24896 W. Sunset Drive,
Waukesha, launched a cof-
fee flight at her business
Monday. The flight offers a
mocha, white mocha, latte,
door county coffee of the
month and the “Bistro
Magic” drink, which is

ever-changing. All five six-
ounce drinks come iced but
can also be served hot or
dairy-free. A flight is $8.99.

“I purchased the business
a few days before the state
shut down,” Kirschling
said. “It’s definitely been an
interesting year and we’ve
really been struggling with
COVID. So I just was start-
ing to work on some new
creative ideas to get people
in.”

Kirschling said she saw
someone post about coffee
flights on the Waukesha
Eats page on Facebook.
From there, Kirschling
decided she would launch

the product in Waukesha by
Monday, reading the post on
social media mid-last week.
Kirschling worked with a
local engraver who helped
make the flight boards for
the business.

“(The response) has been
huge, it’s been amazing,”
she said. “I’m smiling ear to
ear all day long because it’s
exactly what I was hoping
for to draw interest and get
people not only back in but
noticing us.”

The business also plans to
launch bubble waffles that
will be stacked with vari-
eties of toppings sometime
soon.

A new kind of flight
Le Caffe Bistro offering coffee flights; 

business owner launched product Monday

WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha Downtown
Business Association is
hosting a series of down-
town events this summer
and recently announced
members have found new
leadership roles within
the organization.

Rosie Strauss with
WDBA said the public can
look forward to the
Waukesha Farmers Mar-
ket, Friday Night Live
(FNL) events and more in
downtown Waukesha this
summer.

The Waukesha Farmers
Market will begin this Sat-
urday and extend through
Oct. 30, held every Satur-
day from 8 a.m. to noon.
The market is held on the
corner of West St. Paul
Avenue and Madison
Street. 

After being canceled in
2020 due to COVID-19, the
FNL music festival in
downtown Waukesha is
scheduled for summer
2021. The event will be
held on Fridays from 6:30
p.m. to 9 p.m. June 4
through Sept. 3, excluding
July 2.

“The Waukesha Down-
town Business Association
is up and running and
coming back after
COVID,” Strauss said. “We
want people to come out,
come downtown and get
out of the house.”

The new president of the
WDBA is Chris Janet with
Chris Janet State Farm.
The new vice president is
Susie Taylor, who owns
Taylor’s People’s Park.
The secretary of WDBA is
Tami Evanoff from Burlap
& Lace Marketplace.

A new website will be
launched soon, Strauss
said, ideally by the week-
end. To view the website
when it’s up and run-
ning, visit www.wauke-
shadba.com.

MADISON  — Gov. Tony
Evers, together with the
Wisconsin Department of
Administration (DOA) and
the Public Service Commis-
sion (PSC), announced more
than $21 million to cover
utility bills for more than
36,000 qualifying utility cus-
tomers across Wisconsin
through the Wisconsin
Home Energy Assistance
Program (WHEAP).  

“This year has been tough
for folks and families, and
we know there are so many
who’ve struggled to make
ends meet,”  Evers said in a
statement.  “That’s why
we’re working every day to

ensure families, our state,
and our economy can
bounce back from this pan-
demic, and part of that is
making sure households
across the state can keep
their lights on and their util-
ities running.” 

The more than $21 million
for WHEAP to fund this ini-
tiative comes from Wiscon-
sin’s federal FY21 allocation
for the Low-Income Home
Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP).  

DOA’s Division of Energy,
Housing and Community
Resources (DEHCR) admin-
isters WHEAP. To assist eli-
gible households impacted

by the pandemic, the arrear-
age on accounts as of April 9
were paid off based on infor-
mation provided by utility
customers on their previous-
ly submitted Program Year
2020-21 Wisconsin Home
Energy Assistance Program
application. Eligible house-
holds did not need to apply to
receive this assistance.  

For more information on
the Wisconsin Home Energy
Assistance Program, visit
www.homeenergyplus.wi.go
v/. Utility customers experi-
encing other housing or
home energy needs should
contact 1-800-506-5596 or sup-
port@wheap.help.

Wisconsin reports
just 0.03% 

of vaccinated 
people get virus

74 cases in Waukesha County, 
eight in Washington County 

By the numbers

Waukesha County 
COVID-19 cases 

Confirmed cases
■ Deceased: 522
■ Activity level: 144.2 per
100,000 people

■  Cases per 100,000 
population: 10,893.2
■ State average cases per
100,000 population: 10,319.1
■ Case fatality percentage:
1.2%
■ State average fatality per-
centage: 1.1%

Most affected age group: 50-
59 years

Total vaccine doses adminis-
tered: 192,656

Wisconsin
■ Deaths: 6,807
■ Positive tests: 596,552
■ Negative tests: 2,838,104

Source: Waukesha County COVID Case
Dashboard, Wisconsin Department of

Health Services 

Waukesha County
schools and COVID-19

Active cases by district
■ Waukesha: 27
■ Elmbrook: 11
■ Mukwonago: 6
■ Oconomowoc: 2
■ Muskego-Norway: 4
■ Pewaukee: 5
■ Menomonee Falls: 6
■ Arrowhead Union: 4
■ Hamilton: 7
■ Kettle Moraine: 3
■ New Berlin: 3
■ West Allis-West Milwaukee:
0
■  Palmyra-Eagle: 3
■ Norris: 0
■ East Troy: 0
■ Waterford Union: 0 

This accounts for school-aged
children living within district
boundaries, not all of whom
may actually be enrolled.

Source: Waukesha County COVID Case
Dashboard

Over $21M will help Wisconsinites
pay overdue utility bills

Waukesha
Downtown
Business

Association
hosting
summer
events

Members find
new leadership
roles; to reveal
new website 

WAUKESHA COUNTY TECHNICAL COLLEGE

Learning in Retirement program
perseveres despite COVID-19

Sample Learning in
Retirement classes
■ Infections Diseases 21st
Century, Pt 1 of 2
■ Cybersecurity in 21st 
Century, Pt 2 of 2
■ Financial Planning for the
Savvy Retiree
■ Bead Weaving: Herringbone
Necklace/Bracelet
■ Historic Trails of Western
Expansion
■ History of India, Pt 2 of 2
■ Victorian Britain, Pt 1 of 3
■ Digital journey thru History &
Geography of the British Isles
■ Photography
■ Sailing Small Boats on
Inland Lakes

Program makes strides in digital capabilities

Pizza, Polka, Art in the Park event coming to Waukesha on May 11


