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WAUKESHA — Shelled creatures are alive in
Waukesha County, in both the Fox River and other
river and creek connections — and the Waukesha
County Environmental Action League is working to
protect them.

WEAL hired a private consultant, or contractor, to
survey mussels throughout Waukesha County, and some
of the findings have been shared with the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources to protect the species
from harm.

Nancy Gloe, president of WEAL, wrote of the project
in a recent WEAL newsletter, listing mussel survey sites
and anticipated construction projects that could impact
the species in the near future.

Gloe said the Fox River and its river connections have
species of mussels which are endangered or threatened,
based on some of the survey results. Gloe said mussels
take years and years to grow and they are very vulnera-
ble to death if picked up by bystanders — especially if
they are placed back in the water upside down, as they
are filter feeders and natural water filters.

Gloe said individuals should never pick up mussels, as
many are endangered or threatened.

The DNR asked that the species of the mussels not be
named in this article to prevent potential dangers to the
species by the public.

County environmental group 
PROTECTING MUSSELS

WEAL collecting mussel surveys, 
working with DNR on findings

Nikki Brahm/Freeman Staff

Nancy Gloe holds out some of the mussel shells she found along the shore of the Fox River near the Wisconsin Avenue
bridge in Waukesha. Gloe said the shells were likely scattered along the shore by animals.

Five native mussel facts:
■ 1. 24 of 50 native mussel species in Wisconsin are listed
as endangered, threatened or species of concern
■ 2. Freshwater mussels are considered the most imperiled
animals in the world, with a 70% imperilment rate
■ 3. One mussel can filter and clean over 10 gallons of
water per day
■ 4. Native mussels use host fish to travel and complete
their life history requirements
■ 5. The DNR developed the Wisconsin Mussel Monitoring
Program to gain a statewide perspective on mussel popula-
tions. To view the program, visit
https://wiatri.net/inventory/mussels.
Information courtesy of DNR Conservation Biologist Jesse
Weinzinger

Mussel species are active within the Fox River.

Student shot 
in Waukesha
South incident
enters pleas
State to recommend

Smith serve probation
term as result

By Brian Huber
bhuber@conleynet.com
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WAUKESHA — A Wauke-
sha man who was shot by
police after he brought a BB
gun to Waukesha South High
School and pointed it at a
classmate in December 2019
has entered into a plea agree-
ment resolving all of the
charges against him.

Tyrone Smith, 19, was
charged in 2019 with second-
degree recklessly endanger-
ing safety using a dangerous
weapon, disorderly conduct
using a dangerous weapon,
resisting police, and possess-
ing a dangerous weapon at
school. He subsequently was
charged with 10 counts of
felony bail jumping for vio-
lating the conditions of his
house arrest by going to vari-
ous establishments, and in a
third case was charged with
battery, disorderly conduct
and bail jumping after he
allegedly got into a fight with
another person last August.

On Tuesday, Smith entered
no-contest pleas to one count
of possessing a dangerous
weapon at school in the first
case, and one felony count of
bail jumping in the second;
all other charges in all the
cases were dismissed and
considered for sentencing. 

“We have looked at exten-
sively at things and Mr.
Smith after receiving the
(plea) offer felt that this was
the manner in which he
wanted to proceed,” defense
attorney Maura McMahon
said.

Sentencing was contem-
plated to occur Wednesday,
but was adjourned to April 29
to allow the state time to con-
tact all victims to be sure

they are aware of the hearing
in case they want to attend.

Smith in February was
found competent to proceed
toward trial, after examina-
tions by doctors. One doctor
found he was able to under-
stand the proceedings
against him and assist mean-
ingfully in his own defense.
Another doctor found Smith
not competent but that he
“could be brought to compe-
tency” with proper medica-
tion and treatment.

Another matter remaining
to be addressed before sen-
tencing is that of restitution.
McMahon said she and Assis-
tant District Attorney Randy
Sitzberger would have to
work out what restitution
would be sought in the mat-
ter, saying the school district
is “attempting to collect their
legal fees for the expulsion of
Mr. Smith, something I do not

Generac
Associates
work at the
company’s
Whitewater
facility,
which has
been con-
sistently
hiring over
the past
year.
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Power Systems

Statistics and resources 
March 2021 
unemployment rate:
Waukesha County: 3.8%
Ozaukee County: 3.8% 
Washington County: 4.0%   

WCTC virtual workshops:
https://bit.ly/3eBIKO7

WCTC career planning:
https://bit.ly/2QG6Sql

Prospective employers, job seekers:
https://bit.ly/2RJnKgj, www.wfdc.org 

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — It’s been hard
finding new employees for Wiscon-
sin Coach Lines President Tom
Dieckelman, despite the company’s
willingness to train new hires and

pay for that training. 
“We have opportunities but the

market is very soft,” Dieckelman
said. “It seems like there’s more jobs
out there than there are people look-
ing to work.” 

The COVID-19 pandemic hit the

Looking for laborers
Unemployment nearly at pre-COVID levels;

businesses struggling to fill positions 

See MUSSELS, PAGE 8A See SMITH, PAGE 8A

See JOBLESS, PAGE 8A

Freeman file photo

Tyrone Smith in Waukesha
County Circuit Court in
December 2019.
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Jobless
From Page 1A

busing industry hard
and Dieckelman said
his business didn’t hire for
about nine months, but
even now that they’re try-
ing it’s tough to fill posi-
tions. 

“You can easily get 40
hours here (and) full bene-
fits,” he said. 

Sjoberg Tool & Manufac-
turing President Jim
Sjoberg said his experience
has been similar.  He said
Sjoberg Tool has opportuni-
ties in nearly every area of
the shop. 

“Right now we’re willing
to train,” he said. “The
main thing we need is
someone who wants to work
and show up on a regular
basis.” 

Sjoberg said it’s possible
the extension and enhance-
ment of unemployment
benefits may be making the
situation worse. 

Even large companies are
hiring on an ongoing basis.
Generac Power Systems
hired more than 800 work-
ers in Wisconsin last year. 

Waukesha County Board
Chairman Paul Decker said
he sees realignments taking
place in the world of manu-
facturing, where employers
are more eager to establish
supply chains sourced with-
in North America and
there’s “strong indicators
it’s going to continue to
increase.” That need is
driving even more demand
for employees, but Decker
said ensuring employees
have the skillsets they need
to evolve as automation
continues to embed itself
into the economy is key. 

“The other group that’s
really looking for people
(is) construction right
now,” Decker said. “They’re
looking for people in car-
pentry, plumbing, electri-
cal. There’s huge needs
there.”

The Waukesha County
Business Alliance has been
working with the South-
eastern Wisconsin Regional
Planning Commission as

part of a
National Sci-
ence Founda-
tion grant to
o v e r c o m e
transportation

barriers and physically get
workers to jobs. 

“Combining more tradi-
tional transit options – such
as buses – with more flexi-
ble on-demand options, like
ride-sharing and app-driv-
en shuttles, we can work
together to help connect
employees with available
jobs,” said WCBA President
and CEO Suzanne Kelley. 

W a u k e s h a - O z a u k e e -
Washington Workforce
Development Board Direc-
tor Laura Catherman said
the unemployment rate in
Waukesha County is 3.8%
as of March, just one per-
centage point from its pre-
COVID level in February,
2020 and a long way from its
recent peak at 13.1% last
April. 

“We’re really starting to
see a pickup in hiring,”
Catherman said. “I would
say the market is strong for
candidates looking for work
right now.”

Catherman said initially
during the pandemic about
80-90% of calls coming into
the workforce center were
related to unemployment
insurance, but now that’s
flipped and that majority
share of calls made by
employers looking for
workers. 

Washington County
In Washington County,

County Executive Josh
Schoemann said the coun-
ty’s unemployment rate is
at about 4%. He touted a
micro loan program at the
county aimed at helping the
small businesses most in
need by offering up to
$20,000. 

“Our whole goal is to give
them that cash upfront that
they need today to propel
them through that reopen-
ing and hopefully, four
years from now, be in much
better shape,” he said,
adding that while some sec-
tors are bouncing back, the
restaurants and retailers

are still hurting. 
Washington County

Board Chairman Donald
Kriefall said another strate-
gy to support local busi-
nesses is simply giving
them business. He said the
county board has been hav-
ing weekly planned lunches
at local restaurants to give
them a boost. 

“We encourage heavy tip-
ping,” he said. “That’s
something we’ve been
doing on a regular basis.”

Helping clients 
of nonprofits

Ozaukee Economic Devel-
opment Executive Director
Kathleen Cady Schilling
said recent efforts have
been made to ensure non-
profits are aware of ser-
vices available so they can
connect their clients with
job opportunities. “There
are often great programs
but not everyone is aware,”
she said. “There’s a variety
of communication options
out there and we have to be
sure we’re hitting them
all.” 

The Waukesha County
Business Alliance has also
been working with Wauke-
sha County Technical Col-
lege to promote gateways
for high-demand careers.
“We encourage young men
and women looking to start
their careers, individuals
who want to advance their
careers through additional
education and training, or
those in displaced indus-
tries such as hospitality, to
consider the opportunities
available at the excellent
educational institutions in
our own backyard,” Kelley
said. 

WCTC Career Connec-
tions Coordinator Lynda
Busack said for those work-
ing through unemploy-
ment, it’s important to rec-
ognize “people are there to
help them get through that
and find out what their next
steps will be in their career
planning... there’s people
who want to help them
along the way.” 

Smith
From Page 1A

believe is covered under the
restitution statute, and may
be in violation of the ADA,
so we will be dealing with
that.”

After the pleas were
entered, McMahon asked

Circuit Court Judge Paul
Bugenhagen Jr. to allow a
reduction in Smith’s bail, as
the intent was for a sentenc-
ing hearing to happen
Wednesday that would have
seen the state ask for proba-
tion only with no further
confinement specified. She
said Smith has earned his
GED in the jail, and were it

not for the bail restrictions
in the underlying first case,
many of the bail jumping
charges against him would
not have been crimes at all.
She said Smith has been in
jail since August, or 244 days,
in addition to previous jail
time adding up to a total of
338 days in custody. A bail
reduction would allow him

to reassess his medication
needs, setting up a better out-
come on probation, she said. 

However, Sitzberger
opposed a change in bail. He
said the state is not seeking a
specific jail sentence in
recognition of the time
Smith has served while the
cases are pending, and the
concern remains Smith’s

inability to follow prior
court orders. Bugenhagen
denied the bail motion.

In a motion filed earlier in
the case seeking to dismiss
the charge of recklessly
endangering safety, McMa-
hon argued that, “Mr. Smith
brought what he knew to be
a toy gun, a BB gun, to
school. He pointed it at

another individual. He nei-
ther shot at nor did he
attempt to strike the indi-
vidual with the toy gun.
There is no information in
the complaint or the prelim-
inary hearing that the toy
gun had BBs in it.” The
motion was never heard,
pending the outcome of
competency findings.
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Real Life

Mussels
From Page 1A

Gloe decided to start this
project due to her involve-
ment with the Friends of
Mukwonago River, making
her aware of the rich popu-
lation of mussels. She said
she wanted to get ahead of
the water deterioration
caused by construction.

Gloe said some of the
surveys of the mussel
species were taken last
summer at the Fox River
Sanctuary, the County
Highway I bridge over the
Fox River, the County
Highway XX bridge over
Pebble Brook and the
Duplainville Road bridge
over Spring Creek, due to
impending construction
projects at the sites.

“We wanted to do some-
thing more proactive to
protect the water quality of
Waukesha County,” she
said. “If we lose (mussels),
that means we’re (doing
severe damage) to our
water resources. If we lis-
ten to them, we will under-
stand that we need to not
damage our water
resources. Water is essen-
tial to life and they are a
part of the web of life.

When we start losing these
things we start cutting the
strands of the web of life,
and then that web starts
falling apart.”

Gloe said ultimately,
she’d like to see improve-
ments in water quality,
including improvements in
aquatic diversity, within
the Fox River.

DNR Conservation Biolo-
gists Lisie Kitchel and Jesse
Weinzinger said they work
with the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Transportation
(WisDOT), counties and
municipalities to review all
types of environmental
impacts related to area con-
struction projects. The
DNR then works to avoid or
minimize impacts to the
endangered species if they
are located.

Kitchel said they are
reviewing the survey
results.

“For mussels we’ll move
those mussels out of
harm’s way,” she said.
“We’ll usually move them
upstream ... and it depends
on the bridge, if it’s a pro-
ject where the whole bridge
has to come down or it’s a
partial repair.”

Michael Pyritz, a
spokesman for WisDOT,
confirmed there is an

endangered species found
at the Prairie Avenue
bridge in Waukesha, but he
was unable to confirm if
they were mussels per guid-
ance by the DNR, he said.
The Prairie Avenue bridge
has construction planned
for this summer.

Kevin Yanny, senior civil
engineer with Waukesha
County, said they also work
with the DNR and various
agencies to protect species
of concern. Yanny said
there is a good degree of
environmental concern,
not just in relation to mus-
sels, within the County
Highway I bridge project,
which is also a summer
2021 project.

Weinzinger said raising
awareness on Earth Day
about freshwater mussels is
important.

“They’re really sensitive
to a lot of environmental
contaminants that are
found throughout the
state,” he said. “They’re
considered the most imper-
iled organism on Earth. So
globally 70% of the known
mussel species are either
extinct, endangered, threat-
ened or imperiled, which is
significantly higher than
any other general animal
group.” 

Nikki Brahm/Freeman Staff

Nancy Gloe, president of the Waukesha County Environmental Action League (WEAL),
shows mussel shells she found in Mukwonago.

Officials: 
Biden preparing 

to recognize 
Armenian 
genocide

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Joe Biden is preparing to
formally acknowledge that the
systematic killing and deporta-
tion of hundreds of thousands
of Armenians by the Ottoman
Empire in modern-day Turkey
more than a century ago was
genocide, according to U.S. offi-
cials. 

The anticipated move — some-
thing Biden had pledged to do as
a candidate — could further
complicate an already tense
relationship with Turkish lead-
er Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
Administration officials had not
informed Turkey as of Wednes-
day, and Biden could still change
his mind, according to one offi-
cial. The U.S. officials spoke on
condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss internal deliberations. 

Lawmakers and Armenian-
American activists are lobbying
Biden to make the announce-
ment on or before Armenian
Genocide Remembrance Day,
which will be marked on Satur-
day. 
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¿FstÁ Comprando o Arreglando Una Casa? 

¡Podemos Ayudar!

(i Hasta Podemos Ayudarle Hacer Las ¡Dos Cosas!)

Envié un correo electrónico hoy a ver si usted
Idlifild fJdid.

• Un préstamo perdonable de hasta $5,000 para 
paaos iniciales o costos de cierre para comprar una 
vivienda

• Un préstamo diferido de hasta $15,000 para 
reparaciones necesarias de una vivienda

• Un préstamo de hasta $22,000 para comprar y 
arreglar una vivienda

Sin Interés. Sin Pagos Mensuales.

Si tiene preguntas, comunicase a: 
homeconsortium@wphd.org
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www.homeconsortium.com
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Do you have a special summer event planned?
The Freeman is compiling its annual Summer Fun Guide. 
Community events from June to Labor Day can be emailed to 
news@conleynet.com. Include "Summer Fun Guide Event” 
in the subject line. Send the name of event, time and date it will be 
held along with a website or phone number for more information. 

Deadline for submbwon b Monday, May 3.

Submit your event for the
Summer Fun Cuíde!
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