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County health care students
learn in an unusual time
Virtual classrooms, field experience prove valuable
By Jake Ekdahl
Jekdahl@Conleynet.com
262-513-2657

WAUKESHA – For health care
students pursuing degrees during
the coronavirus pandemic, theory
has quickly become reality.
McKayla Nelson wanted to go
into nursing out of a desire to follow in the footsteps of her aunt, a
nurse for more than 40 years. “I just
have a passion for helping others,
and so does she,” Nelson said.
As a Waukesha County Technical
College student on her last
semester, she’s finishing up finals
in the next few weeks virtually
while she works at Froedtert Hospital in Menomonee Falls as an EMT.
She’d previously worked in ambulances for a year and a half.
“School closing down and having
this online has been the hardest
part,” Nelson said. “I never thought
I would be graduating from nursing
school with it being online at the
end.”
Nelson works at Froedtert from 5
p.m. to 1:30 a.m. These days, everyone there wears masks and goggles
at all times. “We’re pretty much
decked out, you can’t see anything
but the skin on our face and our
eyes,” she said.
Nelson is eager to finish her
schooling and jump into her career,
and she knows she’s not alone. “I
just wanted to jump in and do what
I can to help out, as a nurse,” she
said.
For Megan Rentmaster, a New
Berlin High School alumna and
Concordia University Wisconsin
sophomore, working as a nursing
assistant while pursuing her
degree has been a rewarding experience. She usually works a 12-hour
shift at Froedtert, then does school
work before trying to get some
sleep.
As the world she’s studying and
the one she’s stepping into collide,
Rentmaster said she’s “loving every
minute of it” and enjoying the feeling that she’s making a difference
in her patients’ lives. “I didn’t know
what the hospital was going to be
like, I didn’t know what nursing
school was going to be like, and now
I can’t wait to be a nurse,” she said.
Rentmaster’s mother, Jennifer
Rentmaster, is also a nurse and
CUW graduate. She said her daughter’s current experience will prove
a valuable one. “As a mother, obviously I worry about her being in
that environment during this pandemic, but I do think that it’s still
an awesome experience for her to
go through, both in growth as a
nurse and as a person,” she said.
“She still loves what she does... I
think it’s been an invaluable experience for her, and she’ll take it
with her.”
WCTC paramedic student Jefferson Hankins is seeing the impact of
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WAUKESHA — Nearly
months after charges were file
and six weeks after a mistrial
the matter, a prosecutor
requesting to dismiss the case
a City of Pewaukee priest wh
was accused of indecent
touching a girl in a confession
in late 2017.
Father Charles Hanel, 62, h
steadfastly maintained his inn
cence since being charged wi
the second-degree sexual assau
of a child after a girl, then 1
reported Hanel touched h
breast in a confessional
Queen of Apostles Church.
A trial in March ended wi
Judge Michael Maxwell decla
ing a mistrial after it w
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Megan Rentmaster and her mother Jennifer Rentmaster at the sophomore
nursing student dedication at Concordia University Wisconsin in Mequon.

WCTC nursing student McKayla Nelson wears a mask and goggles.
the pandemic on his job at the Hales
Corners Fire Department, where he
works in emergency medical support. “It seems to change pretty
much weekly,” he said.

See NURSING, PAGE 6A

Megan Rentmaster said she wasn’t
sure what nursing school or the hospital would be like, but now she can’t
wait to be a nurse.
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WAUKESHA — Costco w
begin requiring customers
wear masks while shopping.
“Costco
employees
a
required to wear face cove
ings, and now we are are as
ing that Costco members do
too,” said CEO Craig Jeline
in a statement. “In short, w
believe this is the right thing
do under the current circu
stances. Although some m
disagree with this policy
question its effectivenes
we’re choosing to err on t
side of safety in our shoppi
environments.”
In explaining the decisio
Jelinek cited the U.S. Cente
for Disease Control recomme
dation for using a mask in pu
lic settings. Children under t
age of two or individua
unable to wear a mask due to
medical condition are except
from the rule.
Costco isn’t alone. Menar
will also be requiring cu
tomers to wear masks, but
also making them available f
$1 so customers who arri
without
a mask won’t have
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make a trip back home befo
entering the store. On Wedne
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Hanel was removed from the
ministry as soon as the allegations against him arose. Emails to
the Archdiocese of Milwaukee
seeking comment on the matter
late Thursday were not returned.
But Buting said he believes the
archdiocese will conduct its own
independent investigation after
the resolution of the legal matter,
and ultimately the archbishop
will make a decision about
whether to allow Hanel to return
to the ministry.
“Kathy Stilling (fellow attorney)
and I have been very deeply
involved and understand the facts
(of the case) thoroughly. I am sure
we can provide some information
to them that will help their investigation,” Buting said.
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WCTC
paramedic
student
and Hales
Corners
Fire
Department
employee
Jefferson
Hankins
stands
before a
fire truck at
the station.

unfair to Fr. Hanel, whom we have
always maintained did nothing
wrong,” Buting wrote.
“In his 37 years of ministry,
Father Hanel has not been
accused of inappropriate sexual
contact with a child. This additional information demonstrates
that the accusation by this teenager arose within a family with a big
secret that provided a motive to
fabricate and a dynamic that
could provide a breeding ground
for a false or highly exaggerated
claim. Fr. Hanel is and always has
been an innocent man falsely
accused in this case and we hope
that this additional information
will place the State’s motion for
dismissal in the proper context.”

Next: More investigation?

compared to the Navy’s current line of small, speedy
warships known as littoral
combat ships.

Submitted
photo

Nursing
From Page 1A
Potential COVID-19 cases are handled by typically having just one
department official make contact
with the patient. Transportation
usually involves using a designated
COVID-19 ambulance, and exposure
is taken seriously. “We had a guy
who potentially got exposed and
(others then) got quarantined,”
Hankins said. “Now we’re a lot
more cognizant of going to the
extreme with wearing PPE.”
The material he’s learned at
WCTC as he pursues the next step
in his EMS career and the everyday
responsibilities he meets at the fire
department present a unique dual
perspective during the pandemic.

“It’s actually kind of cool to see
what we (would) be known as basic
respiratory calls (and realize) there
could be other deeper issues going
on,” Hankins said. “It gives you
more of a critical thinking” experience.
Ruling differentials out is part of
the mental process now. “Now I’m
kind of having the mindset of what
I would do as a paramedic, even
though I can’t act on it,” Hankins
said.
Hankins said he’s actually
enjoyed some aspects of remote
learning and realized there are “a
lot of positives” to the format. Lab
scenarios, typically shared verbally
in person, are now done through
online video for students to form
impressions of what they see. Hankins likes that approach better.
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alternative transportation will be
provided at no charge for essential
workers to get around while the subway system is closed.
Cuomo said the increased cleaning is a ‘‘daunting challenge,’’ but
vital to keeping the system safe
because it continues to be a place of
high density. Images posted on
social media in recent weeks have
showed packed subway cars, leading
police to increase social distancing
enforcement. Dozens of transit
employees have died of the coronavirus and the system has become a
haven for homeless people during
the crisis.
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Army’s top leaders on Thursday
Associated Press
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cadets back to the Military Academy
e outA memo sent to California police chiefs says Gov. Gavin
at West Point for graduation, where
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