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WAUKESHA — Nearly 20
months after charges were filed,
and six weeks after a mistrial in
the matter, a prosecutor is
requesting to dismiss the case of
a City of Pewaukee priest who
was accused of indecently
touching a girl in a confessional
in late 2017.

Father Charles Hanel, 62, has
steadfastly maintained his inno-
cence since being charged with
the second-degree sexual assault
of a child after a girl, then 13,
reported Hanel touched her
breast in a confessional at
Queen of Apostles Church.

A trial in March ended with
Judge Michael Maxwell declar-
ing a mistrial after it was

revealed that the mother of the
girl is an undocumented resi-
dent who came to America in
2002 to be with her husband. She
admitted so during a midtrial
hearing, also conceding she has
a misdemeanor conviction for
theft. Defense attorneys said the
mother’s ability to remain in
America hinged on a U-Visa
allowing protections for undocu-
mented parents of children
making sexual assault allega-
tions, and the late disclosure of
that information prevented
them from fully exploring the
credibility of the witness.

An April 22 hearing to deter-
mine the next steps in the case
was reset to June 29 out of coro-
navirus concerns. But on
Wednesday, Assistant District 

CITY OF PEWAUKEE

State to drop 
charges against
accused priest

Hanel ‘vindicated,’ 
his reputation restored,

attorney says

WAUKESHA — Costco will
begin requiring customers to
wear masks while shopping. 

“Costco employees are
required to wear face cover-
ings, and now we are are ask-
ing that Costco members do so
too,” said CEO Craig Jelinek,
in a statement. “In short, we
believe this is the right thing to
do under the current circum-
stances. Although some may
disagree with this policy or
question its effectiveness,
we’re choosing to err on the
side of safety in our shopping
environments.” 

In explaining the decision,
Jelinek cited the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control recommen-
dation for using a mask in pub-
lic settings. Children under the
age of two or individuals
unable to wear a mask due to a
medical condition are excepted
from the rule. 

Costco isn’t alone. Menards
will also be requiring cus-
tomers to wear masks, but is
also making them available for
$1 so customers who arrive
without a mask won’t have to
make a trip back home before
entering the store. On Wednes-
day, Sendik’s began requiring
all staff to wear masks. Kroger
is requiring all employees to
wear masks starting Sunday,
while also allowing paid time
off for associates diagnosed

with COVID-19. Kroger front-
line grocery, supply chain,
manufacturing, pharmacy and
call center associates are all
being granted a temporary
“Hero Bonus” of $2 above their
standard base rate of pay. 

“Our top priority is the safe-
ty of our associates and cus-
tomers,” said Kroger CEO Rod-
ney McMullen in a statement.
“And now, more than ever, it’s
important to take care of your-
self. It can be easy to forget to
do this when you’re busy and
managing home life and work-
place responsibilities, but
nothing is more important
than your health and safety.” 

COVID-19 recovery resource listing
As our area starts to recover from the effects of the COVID-19
pandemic on our lives, The Freeman is publishing a list of resources
online, which includes information about businesses’ resumed
operations, community resources and canceled and rescheduled events.
To see the regularly updated listing, go to gmtoday.com/recovery.

Costco, other stores to
begin requiring masks 

AP Photo/Lynne Sladky

Veronica Vazquez wears a pro-
tective face mask Thursday in
Doral, Fla. Many stores are
beginning to require customers
to wear masks while shopping.

County health care students 
learn in an unusual time
By Jake Ekdahl

Jekdahl@Conleynet.com
262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA – For health care
students pursuing degrees during
the coronavirus pandemic, theory
has quickly become reality. 

McKayla Nelson wanted to go
into nursing out of a desire to fol-
low in the footsteps of her aunt, a
nurse for more than 40 years. “I just
have a passion for helping others,
and so does she,” Nelson said. 

As a Waukesha County Technical
College student on her last
semester, she’s finishing up finals
in the next few weeks virtually
while she works at Froedtert Hospi-
tal in Menomonee Falls as an EMT.
She’d previously worked in ambu-
lances for a year and a half. 

“School closing down and having
this online has been the hardest
part,” Nelson said. “I never thought
I would be graduating from nursing
school with it being online at the
end.” 

Nelson works at Froedtert from 5
p.m. to 1:30 a.m. These days, every-
one there wears masks and goggles
at all times. “We’re pretty much
decked out, you can’t see anything
but the skin on our face and our
eyes,” she said.  

Nelson is eager to finish her
schooling and jump into her career,
and she knows she’s not alone. “I
just wanted to jump in and do what
I can to help out, as a nurse,” she
said. 

For Megan Rentmaster, a New
Berlin High School alumna and
Concordia University Wisconsin
sophomore, working as a nursing
assistant while pursuing her
degree has been a rewarding expe-
rience. She usually works a 12-hour
shift at Froedtert, then does school
work before trying to get some
sleep. 

As the world she’s studying and
the one she’s stepping into collide,
Rentmaster said she’s “loving every
minute of it” and enjoying the feel-
ing that she’s making a difference
in her patients’ lives. “I didn’t know
what the hospital was going to be
like, I didn’t know what nursing
school was going to be like, and now
I can’t wait to be a nurse,” she said. 

Rentmaster’s mother, Jennifer
Rentmaster, is also a nurse and
CUW graduate. She said her daugh-
ter’s current experience will prove
a valuable one. “As a mother, obvi-
ously I worry about her being in
that environment during this pan-
demic, but I do think that it’s still
an awesome experience for her to
go through, both in growth as a
nurse and as a person,” she said.
“She still loves what she does... I
think it’s been an invaluable expe-
rience for her, and she’ll take it
with her.” 

WCTC paramedic student Jeffer-
son Hankins is seeing the impact of

the pandemic on his job at the Hales
Corners Fire Department, where he
works in emergency medical sup-
port. “It seems to change pretty
much weekly,” he said.  

Virtual classrooms, field experience prove valuable 

Submitted photos

Megan Rentmaster and her mother Jennifer Rentmaster at the sophomore
nursing student dedication at Concordia University Wisconsin in Mequon.

WCTC nursing student McKayla Nel-
son wears a mask and goggles.

Megan Rentmaster said she wasn’t
sure what nursing school or the hos-
pital would be like, but now she can’t
wait to be a nurse.See NURSING, PAGE 6A

See HANEL, PAGE 6A
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WISCONSIN

Wisconsin woman charged
after son’s body found in car

GREEN BAY (AP) — A Wisconsin
woman is charged after the body of
her young son was found in her car
apparently months after he died. 

Sagal Hussein, 25, of Howard
faces nine counts, including chronic
neglect of a child causing death,
hiding the corpse of a child and
obstruction of an officer. 

According to the criminal com-
plaint, the investigation into 5-year-
old Josias Marquez’s whereabouts
began on Jan. 26. A neighbor had
reported seeing Hussein’s other two
children outside, unsupervised. 

Authorities have since tried to get
Hussein to tell them where her third
child was. She said the boy was with
his father out of state, but police
were unable to confirm that.  Hus-
sein told police her son was diag-
nosed with cerebral palsy and
epilepsy. The complaint says the 5-
year-old used a wheelchair and was
dependent on others for feeding.
Hussein told investigators she had
been treating his epilepsy with CBD
oil.  

Hussein was arrested March 30,
and a search warrant was issued for
her home and car. The next day, lab
workers found the decomposed body
of a child in a duffel bag in the
cargo area of her vehicle. WLUK-TV
reports an autopsy found the boy
was severely malnourished and
apparently had been dead for
months. The boy weighed about 20
pounds. 

NATION/WORLD

U.S. intel: Coronavirus not
manmade, still studying 
lab theory

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. intel-
ligence agencies are debunking a

conspiracy theory, saying they have
concluded that the new coronavirus
was ‘‘not manmade or genetically
modified‘‘ but say they are still
examining a notion put forward by
the president and aides that the pan-
demic may have resulted from an
accident at a Chinese lab. 

The statement from the Office of
the Director of National Intelli-
gence, the clearinghouse for the web
of U.S. spy agencies, comes as Presi-
dent Donald Trump and his allies
have touted the as-yet-unproven the-
ory that an infectious disease lab in
Wuhan, the epicenter of the Chi-
nese outbreak, was the source of the
global pandemic, which has killed
more than 220,000 people worldwide.  

In recent days the Trump admin-
istration has sharpened its rhetoric
on China, accusing the geopolitical
foe and vital trading partner of fail-
ing to act swiftly enough to sound
the alarm to the world about the out-
break or to stop the spread of the
virus that causes COVID-19. U.S.
officials have said the Chinese gov-
ernment should ‘‘pay a price” for its
handling of the pandemic.  

The new statement says, ‘‘The
Intelligence Community also con-
curs with the wide scientific con-
sensus that the COVID-19 virus was
not manmade or genetically modi-
fied.”  

NYC subway will halt
overnight service due 
to virus

NEW YORK (AP) — New York City
will shut down its subway system
each day from 1 a.m. to 5 a.m. to
increase cleaning of trains and sta-
tions during the coronavirus crisis,
Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced
Thursday. 

Subway trains, which had been
disinfected at least once every 72
hours, will be cleaned once every 24
hours starting May 6.  

Cuomo said buses, vans and other

alternative transportation will be
provided at no charge for essential
workers to get around while the sub-
way system is closed. 

Cuomo said the increased clean-
ing is a ‘‘daunting challenge,’’ but
vital to keeping the system safe
because it continues to be a place of
high density. Images posted on
social media in recent weeks have
showed packed subway cars, leading
police to increase social distancing
enforcement. Dozens of transit
employees have died of the coron-
avirus and the system has become a
haven for homeless people during
the crisis. 

Army defends decision to
have West Point graduation

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Army’s top leaders on Thursday
defended their decision to bring 1,000
cadets back to the Military Academy
at West Point for graduation, where
President Donald Trump is slated to
speak, saying that despite the coro-
novirus risk students would have had
to return anyway to prepare for their
next duty assignment. 

The announcement has been criti-
cized as a political move to get
Trump on stage at the academy,
where he hasn’t yet given a gradua-
tion address. But Army officials said
the students must return for final
medical checks, equipment and
training.  

‘‘We can’t telecommute to combat,”
Gen. James McConville, the chief of
staff of the Army, told Pentagon
reporters when asked about the deci-
sion, which forces cadets spread out
across the U.S. to travel, risking expo-
sure on public transportation, and
then land in New York, a coronavirus
hot spot. 

Cadets have been home since
spring break in March, with their
return to school delayed because of
the outbreak. Only the seniors will
return, and the graduation is set for
June 13. 

TODAY’S BRIEFING

Surf’s down in California: 
Governor will close beaches

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (TNS) — Gov. Gavin Newsom on
Thursday ordered the temporary “hard close“ of state and
local beaches in Orange County after thousands of Cali-
fornians flocked to the shoreline there over the weekend
in defiance of a statewide stay-at-home order enacted to
stem the spread of the coronavirus. 

The news comes after a memo sent Wednesday evening
to California police chiefs said the governor would go fur-
ther, closing all state and local beaches and parks, a plan
Newsom appeared to abandon. 

The action marks Newsom’s most symbolic response to
the pandemic so far as tensions rise over when and how to
reopen the state and allow Californians return to their
normal, everyday lives. 

After photos of crowded Orange County beaches went
viral last weekend, Newsom chastised beachgoers who
ignored the state’s restrictions, saying they could prolong
the spread of the coronavirus in California and put the
health and safety of others at risk. 

Associated Press

A surfer falls over a wave Thursday in Newport Beach, Calif.
A memo sent to California police chiefs says Gov. Gavin
Newsom will order state and local beaches in Orange Coun-
ty closed starting today to curb the spread of the coronavirus.

Nursing
From Page 1A

Potential COVID-19 cases are han-
dled by typically having just one
department official make contact
with the patient. Transportation
usually involves using a designated
COVID-19 ambulance, and exposure
is taken seriously. “We had a guy
who potentially got exposed and
(others then) got quarantined,”
Hankins said. “Now we’re a lot
more cognizant of going to the
extreme with wearing PPE.” 

The material he’s learned at
WCTC as he pursues the next step
in his EMS career and the everyday
responsibilities he meets at the fire
department present a unique dual
perspective during the pandemic. 

“It’s actually kind of cool to see
what we (would) be known as basic
respiratory calls (and realize) there
could be other deeper issues going
on,” Hankins said. “It gives you
more of a critical thinking” experi-
ence. 

Ruling differentials out is part of
the mental process now. “Now I’m
kind of having the mindset of what
I would do as a paramedic, even
though I can’t act on it,” Hankins
said. 

Hankins said he’s actually
enjoyed some aspects of remote
learning and realized there are “a
lot of positives” to the format. Lab
scenarios, typically shared verbally
in person, are now done through
online video for students to form
impressions of what they see. Han-
kins likes that approach better. 

Hanel
From Page 1A

Attorney Mike Thurston wrote
Maxwell, announcing that he
would seek to have the case dis-
missed at that June hearing.

“I am writing to inform this
Court, and the Defense, that after
much deliberation and reflection,
out of a consideration of the
amount of strain that a future
trial will place on all parties, most
importantly the victim and her
family, the State will not be pursu-
ing this criminal prosecution any
further,” Thurston wrote in his
letter. “I have consulted with the
victim’s family, and have made
them aware of this decision.”

Waukesha County District
Attorney Susan Opper could not
be reached Thursday for further
comment.

Defense attorney Jerome Buting
said Thursday said, “I think we
are very pleased and we are look-
ing forward to Father Hanel’s rep-
utation being cleared now by this
allegation being dismissed. ... I
think Father Hanel has been vin-
dicated. And I am sure that he will
be very happy to have this cloud
removed from him.”

More to the story
But Buting also filed a letter

with the court late Thursday to
respond to Thurston’s, saying
beforehand it’s not fair to Hanel to
explain the dismissal as solely
driven by a desire to spare the

family strain.
That letter referred to the moth-

er’s immigration concerns hang-
ing over the family’s heads,  say-
ing when she was questioned in
court, she was evasive and refused
to answer or “pretended not to
understand straightforward ques-
tions even when translated into
Spanish” but responded to prose-
cutors’ questions without transla-
tion. Maxwell acknowledged cred-
ibility concerns with the mother
and the “newly discovered possi-
ble motive to fabricate the allega-
tion against Fr. Hanel.”

But, Buting added, the defense
has since learned that the accus-
er’s father was charged March 30
in Milwaukee County Circuit
Court with second-degree sexual
assault, accused of inappropriate-
ly touching an employee he super-
vised at the VA in Milwaukee. The
father has been released on a
$2,000 cash bond with a prelimi-
nary hearing set for May 26. His
attorney did not respond to a call
seeking comment after business
hours Thursday.

“(I)n every case the State should
analyze the viability of a case
when faced with

new information. It is likely that
the State did that here and came to
the conclusion that the case was
no longer viable or beneficial to
pursue. We believe these other fac-
tors should be recognized so that
the public does not form the belief
that the case was dismissed sim-
ply because it was too hard on the
family. That portrayal would be

unfair to Fr. Hanel, whom we have
always maintained did nothing
wrong,” Buting wrote. 

“In his 37 years of ministry,
Father Hanel has not been
accused of inappropriate sexual
contact with a child. This addi-
tional information demonstrates
that the accusation by this teenag-
er arose within a family with a big
secret that provided a motive to
fabricate and a dynamic that
could provide a breeding ground
for a false or highly exaggerated
claim. Fr. Hanel is and always has
been an innocent man falsely
accused in this case and we hope
that this additional information
will place the State’s motion for
dismissal in the proper context.”

Next: More investigation?
Hanel was removed from the

ministry as soon as the allega-
tions against him arose. Emails to
the Archdiocese of Milwaukee
seeking comment on the matter
late Thursday were not returned.

But Buting said he believes the
archdiocese will conduct its own
independent investigation after
the resolution of the legal matter,
and ultimately the archbishop
will make a decision about
whether to allow Hanel to return
to the ministry.

“Kathy Stilling (fellow attorney)
and I have been very deeply
involved and understand the facts
(of the case) thoroughly. I am sure
we can provide some information
to them that will help their inves-
tigation,” Buting said.

WCTC
paramedic
student
and Hales
Corners
Fire
Depart-
ment
employee
Jefferson
Hankins
stands
before a
fire truck at
the station.
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Wisconsin 
shipyard wins 

contract to build
Navy frigates

PORTLAND, Maine (AP) —
A Wisconsin shipbuilder won
a contract for up to 10 frigates
on Tuesday, beating out three
other shipbuilders, as the
Navy seeks to build smaller,
lethal warships during a time
of growing threats. 

The $795 million contract
calls for Fincantieri
Marinette Marine to move
forward with design and con-
struction of the lead ship,
with options for up to nine
more frigates, the Navy
announced Thursday. The
contract carries a value of
$5.6 billion if all 10 ships are
built, the Navy said. 

Construction in the first
new major shipbuilding pro-
gram in more than a decade
will begin in Marinette, Wis-
consin, by April 2022, and the
first ship will be delivered in
2026. 

Frigates are multi-mission
ships that are smaller and
less costly than the Navy’s
fleet of Arleigh Burke-class
destroyers. Maine’s Bath Iron
Works helped to design the
last frigates, the Oliver Haz-
ard Perry class, the last ship
of which retired from duty in
2015. 

The Navy is seeking small-
er warships that are more
deadly and heavily armored
compared to the Navy’s cur-
rent line of small, speedy
warships known as littoral
combat ships.  
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Tonight: Mostly cloudy. Lows in the upper 40s. South winds 5 to 10 
mph.
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