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Students
make college
decisions
amid virus
pandemic
Uncertainty hangs
over fall semester
By Jake Ekdahl
Jekdahl@Conleynet.com
262-513-2657
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uilts to Paul Kablitz and Matt Helmke. Paul

this year in the same way they norto mally do because of the pandemic.
“Years ago I used to go to the VA
or (cemetery) in Milwaukee and we used
ut to put the flags up, thousands of
nd them, some of my buddies are buried
e- out there ... it’s a shame but maybe
ut next year it will be better,” he said.
Kablitz’s grandson, Matt Helmke,
ve
also enlisted in the Navy during 1995
is once he graduated high school. He
al- worked as an aircraft electrician,
e- worked on a flight deck and had two
tours to the Persian Gulf, finishing
vy his service in 1999.
Helmke was later diagnosed in 2012
ho
is with central nervous system lymes phoma, a brain cancer. He underwent
ld six months of chemotherapy and has
been in remission.
le
See QUILTS, PAGE 6A
ay

WAUKESHA — Choosing
which college to attend after
high school is a difficult and
painstaking process for
many. With a pandemic as an
added complication, 2020
high school graduates have
more to deal with than most.
Waukesha North graduate
Luke Bedalov had narrowed
his choices to Lake Forest
College in Illinois and
Luther College in Iowa, but
had to settle on the former
without visiting both. His
scheduled visit to Luther
was canceled due to the coronavirus. “Everyone had to
leave the campus,” he said.
“It helped me make my decision.”
Bedalov also plans to participate on the swim team
while in college, and worries
about a potential delay in his
college athletics experience.
Julia Pockat, another
Waukesha North graduate,
is MIT-bound this fall. She
applied to MSOE, UW-Madison, Vanderbilt, Colby College, Rice, University of
Chicago, MIT, Cornell and
Stanford; but she was only
able to visit UW-Madison.
“The COVID-19 pandemic
definitely added a layer (of
disruption),” she said. “I’m

not a spontaneous person at
all, I tend to almost overthink every choice that I
have to make and try to do as
much (research) as I can.”
She’ll be moving to the MIT
campus this fall without
having seen it.
As more colleges anticipate students making decisions without visiting physically, virtual tours have
become more common.
Pockat said the experience
left something to be desired.
“It was hard for them to get
connection outside and
sometimes they would have
problems (and) the stream
would cut out,” she said. It
was also hard to show certain parts of campus, which
were closed or blocked off.
Nick Spaeth, director of
college counseling at Brookfield Academy, a private
school, said certainty about
what to expect come fall is a
rare thing right now. “We’re
still in a wait-and-see position,” he said. “Very few
schools” have definitively
said whether they’re opening up fully or going exclusively online.

See STUDENTS, PAGE 6A
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Papa John's encouraged
nvestors with a forecast of a
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Students
From Page 1A
Spaeth said students he’s
worked with show a preference for being able to move
on campus and “have a residential, traditional college
experience,” if possible.
Schools going completely
online may prompt some
families to reconsider,
though some hybrid models
with a mix of virtual and
in-person instruction are
emerging. “I think that’s
gaining some steam,” he
said, adding that it’s proven
a more palatable prospect
for some.
Brookfield
Academy
graduate Will Shanahan is
attending Marquette University in the fall. He said
the family home’s close
proximity to the school’s
Milwaukee campus is a
benefit in such an uncertain time, even if he plans
to live on campus. “(It’s)
probably one of the things
that helped me decide,” he
said.
Shanahan was also considering Colorado State,
but wouldn’t have been
willing to enroll if it meant
exclusively virtual courses.
“I wouldn’t really want to
spend all that money to go
out of state, if it’s online,”
he said. “That’s totally not
worth it for me, because it’s
not the same experience.”
Other students feel the

Pets
From Page 1A

While there is a fear that
lengthy periods of separation could lead to behavioral issues for dogs,
Boucha said it’s important
to seek help sooner rather
than later. But there are
Nikki Brahm/Freeman Staff
also steps that can be taken
, volunteers with Quilts of
leading up to or even after
nted to Paul Kablitz.
the return to the workplace.
“You can start to make
departures and time spent
alone
more
normal,”
Paul Kablitz
Boucha said. “If prior to
and his
the quarantine period you
grandson
did crate your dog, that’s
Matt
going to come screaming
Helmke
back that when I leave, you
were honget kenneled. It predicts
ored for
you’re leaving. Make that a
their service
part of your daily routine
Copyright
� 2020 Conley Group. All rights reserved 05/26/2020
on Saturday
even
when you’re home.”
May 26, 2020 11:07 am (GMT
-5:00)
and preBoucha said the same process can be followed with
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same way. Pockat said one
of her friends was planning
to go to a school in New
York, but may take a
semester or even a year off
if it goes completely virtual.
Elmbrook
Counselor
Matt Ische said it may be
worth using the current
online learning environment as practice for online
college level instruction.
“(It’s) more of an independent learning process,”
Ische said. “(They’ll) possibly have less assistance and
more on me to work as an
independent learner.”
Ische said some students
are considering the possibility of starting somewhere local, like UW-Milwaukee at Waukesha, and
transferring to a different
UW school; while others are
set on their first-choice
school, especially if it’s a
competitive one.
Summer
employment
prospects
have
been
impacted as well. MuskegoNorway College, Career
and Experiential Learning
Coordinator Jim Michlig
said job postings and openings have slowed down.
“Some employers are hiring but a lot are holding
off,” he said.
Those students that do
have jobs are using the
opportunity while they
have it. Waukesha South
Counselor Sara Dood said
students she’s spoken with

COVID-19

RECOVERY
behavior is a sign dogs may
need professional help.
That’s a service offered by
both HAWS and Sit Means
Sit, another Waukeshabased business, and both
have seen an influx in
clients since people have
started going back to work.
“The big thing that I talk
about with all my clients is
that building up trust,” said
Sit Means Sit owner Matt
Meitner. “When you’re leaving the house you want
your dog to trust you that
you’ll be coming back. One
way to do that is through
training. More patterns create more trust and develops
more confidence that our
dogs have in us.”

passed
before
Gregory
McMichael and his son, Travis
McMichael, were arrested on
charges of felony murder and
aggravated assault.
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are actually working more
than now than they were
before COVID-19 and “saving a lot of money for
school this fall... it’s a very
complex
situation
for
them.”
Students at the college
level are experiencing disruption too. Waukesha
County Technical College
Career Connections Coordinator Lynda Busack said
“for many students, their
paths may have taken a
turn (and) they weren’t
expecting it.” Ultimately
though, she advises persistence in pursuing one’s
ultimate education goals.
“The biggest thing that
they can do as they learn to
adapt (is) asking for help
when they need it,” Busack
said. “There are a lot of
people who want to help
and support students and
young professionals.”
Higher education institutions will have to balance
genuine safety concerns
against the reality that families will make decisions
based on whether they can
deliver the traditional college experience sooner
rather than later. Spaeth
said it’s possible that while
we’re in wait-and-see mode,
schools are less than eager
to be the first to definitively
announce their plans for
the fall.
“Everyone’s just sort of
waiting for some final
answers,” he said.
raising a small child, as
how a parent or dog owner
composes oneself can play
an important role in building trust.
“One thing we’ve talked
about is if you create routines when you’re there,
when you step away it’s not
as big of a shock and your
dog doesn’t even realize
you’re gone,” Meitner said.
If a return to work comes
with no warning, there are
also ways to care for your
dog throughout the day.
“Maybe go home for
lunch or go out midday for a
walk to break up the jarring effect of being gone for
eight to 10 hours,” Boucha
said. “If the finances are
available to you, you could
hire a dog walker if you
can’t get home yourself.”
“There are virtual or inperson
consultations.
There
are
trainers
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