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Is it safe to swim 
in a pool, lake 
or the ocean? 
Coronavirus questions
answered Health, 6B

By Jake Ekdahl
Jekdahl@Conleynet.com 

262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — Choosing
which college to attend after
high school is a difficult and
painstaking process for
many. With a pandemic as an
added complication, 2020
high school graduates have
more to deal with than most. 

Waukesha North graduate
Luke Bedalov had narrowed
his choices to Lake Forest
College in Illinois and
Luther College in Iowa, but
had to settle on the former
without visiting both. His
scheduled visit to Luther
was canceled due to the coro-
navirus. “Everyone had to
leave the campus,” he said.
“It helped me make my deci-
sion.” 

Bedalov also plans to par-
ticipate on the swim team
while in college, and worries
about a potential delay in his
college athletics experience. 

Julia Pockat, another
Waukesha North graduate,
is MIT-bound this fall. She
applied to MSOE, UW-Madi-
son, Vanderbilt, Colby Col-
lege, Rice, University of
Chicago, MIT, Cornell and
Stanford; but she was only
able to visit UW-Madison.
“The COVID-19 pandemic
definitely added a layer (of
disruption),” she said. “I’m

not a spontaneous person at
all, I tend to almost over-
think every choice that I
have to make and try to do as
much (research) as I can.”
She’ll be moving to the MIT
campus this fall without
having seen it. 

As more colleges antici-
pate students making deci-
sions without visiting physi-
cally, virtual tours have
become more common.
Pockat said the experience
left something to be desired.
“It was hard for them to get
connection outside and
sometimes they would have
problems (and) the stream
would cut out,” she said. It
was also hard to show cer-
tain parts of campus, which
were closed or blocked off. 

Nick Spaeth, director of
college counseling at Brook-
field Academy, a private
school, said certainty about
what to expect come fall is a
rare thing right now. “We’re
still in a wait-and-see posi-
tion,” he said. “Very few
schools” have definitively
said whether they’re open-
ing up fully or going exclu-
sively online. 

Students 
make college 

decisions 
amid virus
pandemic

Uncertainty hangs
over fall semester 

From the Waukesha
police blotter ...
1:01 a.m. Monday — Kids
were reportedly joyriding
with one kid on
top of the car in
the 1200 block of
West Sunset
Drive but when
police made con-
tact with them
they learned that they were
hanging out in the parking
lot talking and the kids were
having foot races and mak-
ing TikTok videos. The kids
were making TikToks on the
car, but it was not moving.
They were advised and
moved along.
>> See more on 5A.
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If you’ve been working from home during the pandemic, your
pet has been seeing a lot more of you than usual. It’s impor-
tant to prepare them for your return to the workplace.

By Dave Radcliffe
dradcliffe@conleynet.com

262-513-2655

WAUKESHA — Man’s best
friend isn’t going to be seeing
man quite as much any more.

With the statewide Safer at
Home order lifted on May 13,
several places of business in
Waukesha County are return-

ing to normal operation. That
means no more working from
home for many, and a sudden
change in how much time
humans are able to spend with
their dogs — and pets — in
general.

“It’s a big buzz topic in our
industry because we do know
people and dogs are going to
need support,” said Leann
Boucha, the behavioral devel-
opment manager at Humane
Animal Welfare Society
(HAWS) in Waukesha.

Preparing pets for 
owners’ return to work

Tips for dog
owners returning
to work
■ Develop trust through
your actions
■ Create routines
■ Find time throughout
work day to stop home
■ Gradually increase time
away from dog (both when
in kennel or gated off in
different room)
■ Seek help with a
professional dog trainer
when noticing warning
signs
■ Hire a dog walker/sitter
if finances are available
■ Find other parts of
your day when dog isn’t
joining in

How to get them
ready to spend less

time with you

See PETS, PAGE 6A

See STUDENTS, PAGE 6A

Grandfather, grandson receive
QUILTS of VALOR

Memorial Day celebration honors veterans 

Nikki Brahm/Freeman Staff

Karen Demaree and Bonnie Camp, volunteers with Quilts of Valor, presented quilts to Paul Kablitz and Matt Helmke. Paul
Kablitz celebrated his 93rd birthday during the celebration.

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA — Two U.S. Navy
veterans, a grandfather and
his grandson born 50 years

and 50 days apart, were honored for
their service with their own Quilts of
Valor on Saturday in celebration of
Memorial Day.

Paul Kablitz also celebrated his
93rd birthday with family and friends
and was honored for his service as a
World War II veteran who enlisted in
1945 when he was 17 years old, the day
before he turned 18, when he would
have been drafted.

When Kablitz returned home in
1947, went to the Milwaukee School of
Engineering and Carroll College and
later worked for the Miller Brewing

Company in Milwaukee.
Kablitz said he was honored to

receive his quilt.
“I didn’t realize what a great honor

it is because you don’t hear a lot about
it,” Kablitz said. “But I understand
it’s nationwide and there was a three-
to five-month wait to get a quilt, but
these people just happened to have
them in Waukesha.”

Kablitz said Memorial Day is
important and many people, especial-
ly young individuals, don’t complete-
ly understand what it means.

“Most of my friends from the Navy
or a lot of my friends from work who
were in the service, I hate to say this
but I’m probably one of the last ones
alive ... it’s a shame because the World
War II vets are dying,” Kablitz said.

Kablitz said it’s unfortunate people
are unable to celebrate Memorial Day

this year in the same way they nor-
mally do because of the pandemic.

“Years ago I used to go to the VA
(cemetery) in Milwaukee and we used
to put the flags up, thousands of
them, some of my buddies are buried
out there ... it’s a shame but maybe
next year it will be better,” he said.

Kablitz’s grandson, Matt Helmke,
also enlisted in the Navy during 1995
once he graduated high school. He
worked as an aircraft electrician,
worked on a flight deck and had two
tours to the Persian Gulf, finishing
his service in 1999.

Helmke was later diagnosed in 2012
with central nervous system lym-
phoma, a brain cancer. He underwent
six months of chemotherapy and has
been in remission. 

See QUILTS, PAGE 6A
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Pets
From Page 1A

While there is a fear that
lengthy periods of separa-
tion could lead to behav-
ioral issues for dogs,
Boucha said it’s important
to seek help sooner rather
than later. But there are
also steps that can be taken
leading up to or even after
the return to the workplace.

“You can start to make
departures and time spent
alone more normal,”
Boucha said. “If prior to
the quarantine period you
did crate your dog, that’s
going to come screaming
back that when I leave, you
get kenneled. It predicts
you’re leaving. Make that a
part of your daily routine
even when you’re home.”

Boucha said the same pro-
cess can be followed with
keeping your dog in a sepa-
rate room while having a
meal, or going to run a
quick errand and gradually
increasing time away.

“You could do that for 10
minutes and then 20, then a
half hour — work up to
whatever length of time A,
your dog can handle but B,
trending more toward what
your full departure sched-
ule is going to look like
when you’re gone,” Boucha
said.

An increase in whining,
barking or destructive-type

behavior is a sign dogs may
need professional help.
That’s a service offered by
both HAWS and Sit Means
Sit, another Waukesha-
based business, and both
have seen an influx in
clients since people have
started going back to work.

“The big thing that I talk
about with all my clients is
that building up trust,” said
Sit Means Sit owner Matt
Meitner. “When you’re leav-
ing the house you want
your dog to trust you that
you’ll be coming back. One
way to do that is through
training. More patterns cre-
ate more trust and develops
more confidence that our
dogs have in us.”

Meitner likened that
trust-building process to

raising a small child, as
how a parent or dog owner
composes oneself can play
an important role in build-
ing trust.

“One thing we’ve talked
about is if you create rou-
tines when you’re there,
when you step away it’s not
as big of a shock and your
dog doesn’t even realize
you’re gone,” Meitner said.

If a return to work comes
with no warning, there are
also ways to care for your
dog throughout the day.

“Maybe go home for
lunch or go out midday for a
walk to break up the jar-
ring effect of being gone for
eight to 10 hours,” Boucha
said. “If the finances are
available to you, you could
hire a dog walker if you
can’t get home yourself.”

“There are virtual or in-
person consultations.
There are trainers
equipped to help you with
this.”

Students
From Page 1A

Spaeth said students he’s
worked with show a prefer-
ence for being able to move
on campus and “have a res-
idential, traditional college
experience,” if possible.
Schools going completely
online may prompt some
families to reconsider,
though some hybrid models
with a mix of virtual and
in-person instruction are
emerging. “I think that’s
gaining some steam,” he
said, adding that it’s proven
a more palatable prospect
for some.

Brookfield Academy
graduate Will Shanahan is
attending Marquette Uni-
versity in the fall. He said
the family home’s close
proximity to the school’s
Milwaukee campus is a
benefit in such an uncer-
tain time, even if he plans
to live on campus. “(It’s)
probably one of the things
that helped me decide,” he
said. 

Shanahan was also con-
sidering Colorado State,
but wouldn’t have been
willing to enroll if it meant
exclusively virtual courses.
“I wouldn’t really want to
spend all that money to go
out of state, if it’s online,”
he said. “That’s totally not
worth it for me, because it’s
not the same experience.” 

Other students feel the

same way. Pockat said one
of her friends was planning
to go to a school in New
York, but may take a
semester or even a year off
if it goes completely virtu-
al. 

Elmbrook Counselor
Matt Ische said it may be
worth using the current
online learning environ-
ment as practice for online
college level instruction.
“(It’s) more of an indepen-
dent learning process,”
Ische said. “(They’ll) possi-
bly have less assistance and
more on me to work as an
independent learner.”

Ische said some students
are considering the possi-
bility of starting some-
where local, like UW-Mil-
waukee at Waukesha, and
transferring to a different
UW school; while others are
set on their first-choice
school, especially if it’s a
competitive one. 

Summer employment
prospects have been
impacted as well. Muskego-
Norway College, Career
and Experiential Learning
Coordinator Jim Michlig
said job postings and open-
ings have slowed down.
“Some employers are hir-
ing but a lot are holding
off,” he said. 

Those students that do
have jobs are using the
opportunity while they
have it. Waukesha South
Counselor Sara Dood said
students she’s spoken with

are actually working more
than now than they were
before COVID-19 and “sav-
ing a lot of money for
school this fall... it’s a very
complex situation for
them.” 

Students at the college
level are experiencing dis-
ruption too. Waukesha
County Technical College
Career Connections Coordi-
nator Lynda Busack said
“for many students, their
paths may have taken a
turn (and) they weren’t
expecting it.” Ultimately
though, she advises persis-
tence in pursuing one’s
ultimate education goals. 

“The biggest thing that
they can do as they learn to
adapt (is) asking for help
when they need it,” Busack
said. “There are a lot of
people who want to help
and support students and
young professionals.” 

Higher education institu-
tions will have to balance
genuine safety concerns
against the reality that fam-
ilies will make decisions
based on whether they can
deliver the traditional col-
lege experience sooner
rather than later. Spaeth
said it’s possible that while
we’re in wait-and-see mode,
schools are less than eager
to be the first to definitively
announce their plans for
the fall. 

“Everyone’s just sort of
waiting for some final
answers,” he said. 
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Quilts
From Page 1A

“The VA has taken
responsibility for (my diag-
nosis) but it’s hard to say
what it’s from,” Helmke
said.

Helmke did a trek across
Nevada when he finished
remission to prove to him-
self, his family and other
cancer survivors that it’s
possible to beat cancer.

Helmke said it’s inspired
other individuals with a can-
cer diagnosis.

“I’ve talked to quite a few
(cancer survivors); it helps a
lot, everyone tells you you
may not make it, it’s going to
be a tough recovery, things
like that,” Helmke said.

Helmke travelled from Ari-
zona to celebrate with
Kablitz and receive his own
quilt.

“It feels amazing to be able
to come and celebrate with
my grandpa ... and both of
us receive (a quilt),” he said.
“But we’re a Navy family,
both my grandpas were in
the Navy, my stepdad was in
the Navy, my cousins ... it’s
kind of go join the Navy, see
the world, learn a career and
fight for your country.”

Kablitz’s daughter, Jennie
Kendrick, made a Facebook
post which led to orchestrat-
ing the celebration on Satur-
day with strangers, friends
and family of Kablitz. The
post received a lot of atten-
tion — Kablitz even received
cards from strangers thank-
ing him for his service and
wishing him a happy birth-
day.

“I have 53 cards already

and my birthday isn’t for
three more days yet,” Kablitz
said on Saturday.

The quilts presented by
the Quilts of Valor Founda-
tion are tangible reminders
of appreciation and grati-
tude to service members.

Bonnie Camp, a volunteer
with Quilts of Valor, said
giving the quilts to two gen-

erations means a great deal
to the families.

“The first year that this
was organized, 600 were
awarded nationwide ... our
Wisconsin volunteers made
and awarded 600 last year,”
Camp said.

For more information on
the organization, visit
www.QOV.org.

Nikki Brahm/Freeman Staff

Bonnie Camp and Karen Demaree, volunteers with Quilts of
Valor, show the original quilt presented to Paul Kablitz.

Paul Kablitz
and his
grandson
Matt
Helmke
were hon-
ored for
their service
on Saturday
and pre-
sented with
Quilts of
Valor.

Arbery family
lawyer: Feds

looking into how
case handled

ATLANTA (AP) — A lawyer
for the family of Ahmaud
Arbery said Monday that a fed-
eral prosecutor told the slain
man’s mother federal officials
are investigating potential mis-
conduct by local officials who
handled the case. 

Lawyer Lee Merritt said U.S.
Attorney Bobby Christine,
whose jurisdiction includes
southern Georgia, met with
him and Arbery’s mother,
Wanda Cooper-Jones, on Thurs-
day. Barry Paschal, a
spokesman for Christine,
declined to confirm or deny
whether the meeting happened. 

Arbery was fatally shot Feb.
23 when a white father and son
pursued the 25-year-old black
man after spotting him running
in their subdivision just outside
of Brunswick. They told police
they believed he was responsi-
ble for break-ins in their neigh-
borhood. More than two months
passed before Gregory
McMichael and his son, Travis
McMichael, were arrested on
charges of felony murder and
aggravated assault. 
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MARINE FORECAST
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Delivering growth
The pandemic and resulting business 
shutdowns may have sapped spending across 
the nation, but it hasn’t cut into America's love 
for pizza and wings.

Shares in national chains like Domino's and 
Papa John’s have outpaced the market this 
year as investors focus on 
companies able to weather 
the shock to the economy.
Pizza and other takeout 
restaurants were well-pre
pared for a massive shift 
to delivery service and 
reaped the benefits from a 
surge in demand as 
people stayed home.

The good times for 
takeout and delivery could

continue past the height of the pandemic 
shutdown as people remain cautious about 
congregating in public places.

“We think the consumer behavior will still be 
conducive to large demand for delivery 
business," Papa John’s CEO Robert Lynch said 

in a call with investors this 
month.

Papa John's encouraged 
investors with a forecast of a 
nearly 27% boost in sales in 
April. Its stock is up 26% 
this year. Chicken wing 
restaurant Wingstop 
similarly expects a more 
than 33% increase in April 
and its stock has surged 
42% in 2020.

Source: FactSel

Same-store sales growth
40%

Ordering in
Demand for 30

takeout and delivery
could continue past 20

the height of the
pandemic shutdown.
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SPRING RE-OPENING y
42 Years - “WHERE DID THE TIME GOl

Wednesday, May 27th

Come out and enjoy a spring “day in the country,” plus 
shop for all the occasions ahead! Many NEW items that ., 

we hope you LOVE as much as we do! ^
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www.weather-vane.com
8233 Pennsylvania St

Take the By-pass to Huy 67 North, 
right 1 mile to McMahon Rd, 

left to Pennsylvania St., and 
right to the Weather Vane.
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High/Low................................ 84/59
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Sunset today......................8.20 p.m.
Sunrise tomorrow..............5:19 a.m.

WIND CHILL TOMORROW

A composite ol 8{Lm....................77

me effects of Noon.................78
temperature and
wind on the 4pjn...................77
human body 8pjn..................... 74

HEATINO DEGREE
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mean temperature »** betow 65
degrees
Yesterday............................................ 0
Month to date................................. 320
Season to date ..........................  6246
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Mooortse tomorrow...............9 32 a.m.
Moonset tomorrow..............12:11a.m.


