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PEWAUKEE — Waukesha
County Technical College
announced Wednesday the
promotion of Jonathan
Koch, associate dean of
Marketing and Manage-
ment, to the position of
dean, School of Business —
a role he moved into earlier
this month.

“Jon has had a nice, pro-
gressive career in higher
education. He brings expe-
rience from private col-
leges, the UW and the tech-
nical college,” said Brad
Piazza, vice president of
learning, in a statement.
“Additionally, his back-
ground in Student Services
is a tremendous asset on the
learning side of academia.”

Koch will succeed outgo-
ing Dean of the School of
Business Kim Ehlert, who is
retiring. “Kim will be great-
ly missed as she comes to
the end of a 22-year career at
WCTC,” Piazza said. 

Koch joined WCTC in 2013
as an academic advisor and
adjunct instructor before
becoming associate dean of
Marketing and Manage-
ment in 2016. He holds a
Master of Science in Busi-
ness Administration from
the University of Phoenix
and a Bachelor of Science
in Communications from

the University of Wiscon-
sin-Stevens Point.

“When I meet with indus-
try partners to discuss ways
our College can assist them
with their goals — whether
that be hiring challenges,
skill shortages or preparing
graduates for careers — my
industry experience pro-
vides me with a better
understanding of the busi-
ness dynamics and possible
solutions,” Koch said. “In a
similar way, my experience
in higher education has pro-
vided me with a broad per-
spective, one that can see
the student experience
through multiple lenses.”

WCTC’s School of Busi-
ness offers associate degree
and technical diploma pro-
grams, along with short-
term certificates, in a num-
ber of career areas. These
include Business, Manage-
ment and Finance; Informa-
tion Technology; and Hospi-
tality, Culinary and Pastry.

By Alex Nemec
anemec@conleynet.com

262-513-2661

OCONOMOWOC —
Oconomowoc and the Lake
Country community as a
whole lost an icon on May
19 when former
Oconomowoc attorney Bill
Chapman died at the age of
90. 

Chapman was born in
1930 and raised in Hart-
land. He served two years
as an officer in the Korean
War. After serving he came
back home and married
his wife Joyce in 1952. 

He received a bachelor’s
degree from Ripon College
and his law degree from
the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison. 

Chapman had a long
career as an attorney, serv-
ing as Oconomowoc’s
municipal attorney for 38
years, the Town of
Oconomowoc attorney for
62 years and also served
for many years as the
Town of Merton municipal
attorney. 

Furthermore, Chapman
was named the Citizen of
the Year in 2000 by the
Oconomowoc Chamber of
Commerce. 

Town Administrator Jeff
Herrmann said Chapman
was a knowledgeable attor-
ney and a great communi-
cator who knew municipal
law better than most. 

“It was amazing how
much he knew and how
much he remembered,”
Herrmann said. “He was
like the town historian …
He was easy to talk to and
have a conversation with.
He taught me so much
about town government. I
owe him a lot of grati-
tude.” 

Former Mayor Dave Nold
said he had known Chap-
man for years prior to his
own involvement in city
government which started
in the mid ’90s. Nold said
Chapman was the
quintessential city attor-
ney.

“He knew everything
about everything in the
city,” Nold said. “You could
ask him about anything
that happened in the ’70s,
’80s, ’90s, Pabst Farms,
Olympia or anything. He
worked on all of them and
was a great reference.

“He always had the city’s
interest at heart.” 

Herrmann said the town
is losing a wealth of
knowledge in Chapman’s
passing. 

“The Town is losing a
great attorney,” Herrmann
said. “I doubt anyone will
ever work for the Town of
Oconomowoc for 62 years.
He was extremely dedicat-
ed.”

The Herro family grew
up knowing Chapman and
cleaned his office frequent-
ly as teenagers, Ken Herro
said. 

Ken said Chapman was a
force and a workhorse. 

“He had a very com-
manding presence when it
came to the law and
worked really hard and
worked every day,” Ken
said.

Having served as a
Waukesha County Board
supervisor and an
Oconomowoc alderman,
Ken said Chapman helped
him shape his ideas of
public policy.

“Everyday I had a
resource to bounce off
ideas of when it came to
public policy,” Ken said. “It

was invaluable.” 

‘He really was the city’
City Attorney Stan Riffle

said he first began work-
ing with Chapman during
the “Target wars” when
Riffle represented the
Town of Summit at the
time while Chapman was
the Oconomowoc attorney.

Riffle said he and Chap-
man were always cordial
during what were tense
times between the two
municipalities and that he
could tell Chapman cared
about Oconomowoc.

“He really was the city,”
Riffle said. “He cared so
much about that communi-
ty. He was the glue that
held the city together all
those years from the time
he started in the ‘60s (in
the Town) all the way
through.”

Chapman’s greatest
quality as an attorney
was his common sense,
Riffle said. 

“He did not let politics
get in the way of doing
the right thing,” Riffle
said. “He was never shy
of making sure that the
city officials followed the
law. He was more than
just a lawyer, he was a
great resource to both the
elected officials and
department heads,
because he had a great
understanding of every
aspect of municipal law.

“He was a consummate
lawyer, both in terms of
being an actual lawyer
and also being a coun-
selor because we are
attorneys and counselors
at law. And if I could say
anything about Bill, he
was one of the best coun-
selors at law that I ever
met.”

When Chapman formal-
ly retired from his posi-
tion in the city in 2016,
Riffle was hand picked by
Chapman to replace him. 

“I cried the night that I
got that job,” Riffle said.
“It actually meant so
much to me, here’s a man
that had dedicated his

life to the city ... and when
he said he wanted me
there, that was the proud-
est moment of my life.” 

‘We need more people 
like Bill Chapman’

When Mike Herro
returned from college and
was back in Oconomowoc,
he said he was in the base-
ment one night shooting a
.22 rifle when Chapman
came down and snatched
the gun away from him. 

“He proceeds to shoot
bullseyes, probably five of
them in a row,” Mike said. 

Mike said he was aston-
ished that Chapman, an
older man at the time,
could shoot so well. He
said Chapman told him he
was on the marksman
team in high school. 

“Being the humble guy
he was he would never tell
someone how good he was
at it, he would just do it,”
Mike said. “That’s just the
kind of guy he was.”

Mike called Chapman a
kind, conscientious, hard-
working man. 

“He really looked out for
the general population, the
common person,” Mike
said. “He would ask him-
self if a decision be benefi-
cial for the majority of
people.

“We need more people
like Bill Chapman.”

Chapman’s memory will
live long in Oconomowoc
as the city has a park
named after him at the end
of Oconomowoc Parkway
near the fire station. At the
beginning of the trail at
Chapman Park is a plaque
commemorating Chap-
man’s unrivaled dedica-
tion to Oconomowoc.
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The plaque commemorating Bill Chapman and his unrivaled dedication to Oconomowoc at
the city’s Chapman Park in Pabst Farms.

BILL CHAPMAN •  SEPT. 8, 1930 – MAY 19, 2021

Longtime Oconomowoc city,
town attorney dies at 90 

2000 Citizen of the Year remembered for his love 
of area, work ethic, professionalism

Submitted photo 

Bill Chapman at his 90th
birthday party in the Town of
Oconomowoc last year.

WCTC names new business school dean

MILWAUKEE — No matter
your age, no one is immune to
scams. In the most recent 2020
BBB Scam Tracker Risk
Report, romance scams con-
tinued to be the riskiest
scams for ages 55 through 64,
and travel/vacation/time-
share scams were again the
riskiest for those 65 and older.
Regardless of the type of
scam, BBB recommends the
following precautions to
avoid becoming a victim.

Know the red flags. Most
scammers use common tac-
tics to get your money or per-
sonal information. Keep an
eye out for the following too-
good-to-be-true claims:

■ “Free,” “low cost,” or
“buy one, get one” deal

■ Request for unusual pay-
ment types (prepaid debit

cards or wired funds)
■ Claims that you only pay

postage or administrative
fees

■ Pressure to act now
and/or aggressive tones

■ Deals that must be
secured with a credit card or
bank account information

■ Sure-fire investment
opportunities

■ Charities that send 100%
of your donation directly to
the victims

Take time to research your
purchases. Scammers often
make unsolicited offers to
older adults for medical sup-
plies, anti-aging products,
and vitamins and supple-
ments. They might contact
you over the phone, as a door-
to-door salesperson, or via
online messages. They make

incredible offers with the goal
of getting their hands on
your personal information or
money. Before you agree to
purchase the next miracle
product that comes your way,
take a few minutes to
research the company to
make sure their products and
offers are legitimate. Read
about free trial offer scams.

Guard your personal infor-
mation carefully.  Never share
your personal information
with a stranger on the phone,
in an email, on a social media
network, or otherwise. Keep
careful records of your trans-
actions by reviewing your
bank and credit card state-
ments regularly. Check them
for accuracy and then shred
any documents that include
personal information before
throwing them away. 

BBB Scam Alert: Top tricks 
used to scam older adults

WAUKESHA — With peak
grilling season around the
corner, Waukesha County
reminds residents to keep
propane containers out of
curbside recycling bins and
trash containers. Residents
should bring propane cylin-
ders or tanks to local retail
stores.

“Propane tanks or other
compressed gas cylinders
— even if empty — can be
extremely dangerous for
collection and recycling
facility workers and should

stay out of curbside bins,”
said Analiese Smith, recy-
cling and solid waste super-
visor for Waukesha County,
in a statement. “These
items can also cause costly
damage to the equipment at
the facilities.”

Propane tanks can be
returned or exchanged at
participating local retail
stores. Residents are
encouraged to ask if the
store is participating in a
take-back program when
they are purchasing

propane cylinders. Resi-
dents are also encouraged to
refresh their recycling
knowledge by reviewing the
Curbside Recycling Guide at
www.waukeshacounty.gov/r
ecycling.

For more detailed infor-
mation on product disposal,
visit www.waukeshacoun-
ty.gov/productdisposal, call
262-896-8300 or download the
free Waukesha County Recy-
cles mobile app on the App
Store or Google Play Store.

Follow @WaukCoRecy-
cles on Twitter or like
Waukesha County Recycles
on Facebook for more recy-
cling news and tips.

Waukesha County: Keep propane
cylinders out of recycling containers
Says propane cylinders pose hazards

for workers and equipment

By Cara Spoto 
cspoto@conleynet.com 

262-513-2653

WAUKESHA — The city’s
mid-day concert series
Riverside Rhythms is slated
to return to downtown
Waukesha on Wednesday,
June 16 with a special 125th
Anniversary edition from
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

This year concerts will
take place on Riverfront
Street, under the Historic
Bus Depot in downtown
Waukesha at Friedman
Drive. The popular concert
series used to be held at
Barstow Plaza. 

“We are very excited to
announce the return of
Riverside Rhythms as we
celebrate our 125th Anniver-
sary,” Mayor Shawn Reilly
said in a press release. 

Musician Dean Richard
will play at the first concert
of the season on June 16,
with food and coffee avail-
able from Mama D’s. Atten-
dees will be able to take pho-
tos with life-size cutouts of
famous people from Wauke-
sha, submit memories for
inclusion in the city’s 125th
Anniversary time capsule,
receive a 125th Anniversary
collector postcard, have a
chance to win Downtown

Waukesha shirts, and more. 
The Riverside Rhythms

concert series will continue
every Wednesday, June 16
through Aug. 25, from 11:30
a.m. to -1:00 p.m. and feature
a variety of music and food
selections. For a complete
lineup, please visit the city
of Waukesha’s website at
h t t p s : / / w a u k e s h a -
w i . g ov / 1 7 4 4 / R ive r s i d e -
Rhythms-Lunch-Concert-
Series. For more informa-
tion on the city’s 125th
anniversary and a complete
listing of events visit
h t t p s : / / w a u k e s h a -
wi.gov/1919/Anniversary-
Events. 

Riverside Rhythms returns 
to Waukesha on June 16


