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Side hustles offer more 
control, freedom to create 

Waukesha residents talk about how their
side hustles led to full-time jobs

By Karen Pilarski
kpilarski@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — As prices rise due
to inflation and pandemic fatigue
wears thin, people are finding ways
to have an outlet or more control over
their lives, which includes creating a
side hustle. 

Paul Decker, chairman of the
Waukesha County Board, teaches
small business classes at Waukesha
County Technical College. Decker is
currently teaching a marketing class
which includes everything from
social media, presentation skills and
the ability to present to a bank to get
money for funding. Decker told The
Freeman his class was discussing
side jobs recently and some students
mentioned selling products online. 

“There are a couple of students
who have a regular job and sell on the
internet on the side. It varies from
woodworking to jewelry, repurposed
clothing, in the past specialty soaps
and coffee,” Decker said. 

Another student works full-time as
a decorator but offers to stage homes
that are going to listed on the market
on the side.

“Some are doing side jobs to sup-
plement income but others are doing
it because it is a passion,” Decker
said. 

He added some students just want
true independence. 

“They may not like the culture of
where they work or they want control
of their hours or have children and
need flexibility. There is not just one
reason,” Decker said. 

The adjunct instructor thinks the
pandemic caused many people to
want a side hustle or to go into busi-
ness for themselves.

“The pandemic has caused a lot of
people to do some self-reflection of
what they really want. Or how do
they want to work in an office or
work from home. They are doing
thorough research as to how they can
put themselves in the position of hav-
ing ownership in their lives,” Decker
said.

Creating a career
Jaina Quick of Waukesha is a stay-

at-home mom of two kids with a busi-
ness called A Humble Thread. At first
it was a side hustle while she worked
at Kohl’s as a designer for one of the
women’s brands. She left in October
2020 after having her first child. 

“It has always been something I
wanted to do. I grew up sewing and
went to school for apparel design and
always thought I would end up doing
something of my own whether full or
part-time,” Quick said. 

She described her full-time job, at
the time, as corporate and her side
hustle allowed her a creative outlet. 

“I got to be in control of it. It wasn’t
about the money but was my time
and my ideas,” Quick said. 

She was able to connect with people

through hosting her own workshops
on weekends.

The wonderful thing about her side
hustle turned career is the flexibility
it allows her. 

Courtesy of Jaina Quick 

Jaina Quick of Waukesha (pictured) is a stay-at-home mom of two kids with a
business called A Humble Thread. At first it was a side hustle while she worked
at Kohl’s as a designer, but she left that job in October of 2020.

People are finding ways to have an
outlet or more control over their lives,
which can lead to creating a side hus-
tle. Pictured above are products from
Jaina Quick’s A Humble Thread.

At right, Jaina Quick works on a vin-
tage cushion repair

WAUKESHA

Friday Night Live
returns June 3

Police, event organizers remind
public of new safety guidelines

Photo courtesy of the Downtown Business Association

Friday Night Live is returning downtown and event organizers
are notifying the public of new safety measures associated with
the event.

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA — Friday
Night Live is returning to
downtown on June 3, and
event organizers are work-
ing to inform the public of
new safety guidelines.

Friday Night Live (FNL)
brings the community down-
town every Friday over the
summer to enjoy live music
across nine stages. 

Safety
According to Police Lt.

Joe Hendricks, the main
safety guideline the public

and downtown business
owners should be aware of
is enhanced parking
enforcement. 

Although vehicles have
always been unable to park
downtown in the past on
Friday nights, strict
enforcement will be taking
place — all vehicles in the
FNL footprint will be towed
beginning at 5 p.m. 

Signs will be hung up
along the sidewalk to
remind the public not to
park between 5 p.m. and 10
p.m. on the night of the
event.

MADISON (AP) — Wiscon-
sin’s top legislative Republi-
can said Thursday that he
is open to the idea of arm-

ing teachers
following the
latest school
shooting in
Texas, while
he dismissed
as ‘‘disingen-
uous” an offer
from Demo-
cratic Gov.

Tony Evers to find common
ground. 

Assembly Speaker Robin
Vos told The Associated
Press that finding ways to
better protect schools,
including with additional
police, armed security
guards and armed teachers,
‘‘should be on the table.’’ 

‘‘It’s not just teachers. It’s

making sure that people who
are inside of school have the
ability to defend them-
selves,’’ Vos said. ‘‘But the
idea that we are going to
take a heinous act like this
and find some kind of logi-
cal way to prevent it 100% of
the time, I just don’t see that
occurring.” 

Evers, when asked about
Vos’ comments at a news
conference on another topic,
said, ‘‘I don’t think there are
many teachers that feel
that’s a real good idea.’’ 

Vos open to arming
teachers in schools

Vos

See VOS, PAGE 6A

What do you think?

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  

SOUND OFF

See FNL, PAGE 6A

See HUSTLE, PAGE 2A
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MUSKEGO —  Jammin’ on
Janesville is looking for vol-
unteers for the event, sched-
uled from 5 to 9 p.m. June 3
on Janesville Road. 

“As we approach our
event, we are considering
volunteer needs. I know
many of our Chamber
members are unable to help
with volunteer work
because your business or
organization is participat-

ing as a vendor. However, if
you know of someone
among your team that is not
already volunteering,
please pass this informa-
tion to them. We could use
an additional 10 volunteers
for tasks occurring at vari-
ous times throughout the
day,” according the
Muskego Area Chamber of
Commerce. 

■ Morning Setup

(between 10 a.m. and 12
p.m.): 2-3 volunteers to help
assemble and place dispos-
able trash receptacles along
the road.

■ Afternoon Vendor Area
Helpers (arrive by 2:45 p.m.;
work through setup until
event begins at 5 p.m.):
Helpers will be stationed
along the vendor area on
Janesville Road to help
guide vendors to their loca-

tion per the map and, when
needed, help vendors
unload their vehicles quick-
ly so the vehicle can move.
Also, they may help as extra
hands when vendors are
setting pop-up tents.

■ Night Vendor Area
Helpers (arrive by 8:45 p.m.;
work through clean up —
not sure how quickly it will
be done; road reopens by 11
p.m.): Helpers will be sta-

tioned along the vendor
area on Janesville Road to
guide vendor vehicles and
also help vendors load.
Helpers will do a street
sweep to make sure all
items are off Janesville
Road and trash is
bagged/placed curbside. 

Visit www.muskego.org
for a street map of vendor
and business activities and
detour information.

2A • THE FREEMAN • FRIDAY, MAY 27, 2022 GMTODAY.COMLOCAL

262-542-2500
Hours: M-F  8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

801 N. Barstow St., P.O. Box 7,
Waukesha, WI 53187

A Trusted News Source Since 1859
The FREEMAN

FREEMAN MANAGEMENT

Bill Yorth - Publisher & Editor-in-Chief 513-2671 
byorth@conleynet.com

Jim Baumgart - Freeman Group Ad Director 513-2621
jbaumgart@conleynet.com

Tim Haffemann - Circulation Director 513-2640   
thaffemann@conleynet.com

Patricia Scheel - Prepress Manager...513-2690   
pscheel@conleynet.com

Joe Rocha - Mailroom Supervisor.......513-2659

NEWS DEPARTMENT
Local News - Karen Pilarski................513-2657

news@conleynet.com
News at Night - Steve Van Dien.........513-2673

svandien@conleynet.com
Sports - Michael Grennell...................513-2667

sports@conleynet.com
Death Notices - Shana Duffy..............513-2618

obits@conleynet.com
Letters to the Editor - Brian Huber....513-2674

letters@conleynet.com

Fax: 262-542-2015

CLASSIFIEDS: 262-306-5000  

HOURS: Monday – Friday  8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

PHOTO REPRINTS
Color reprints are $25 each. Call 542-2501

PAGE REPRINTS
Go to www.gmtoday.com/freemanreprints

Published Tuesday-Saturday except legal holidays.
Postmaster, send address changes to:
The Freeman, P.O. Box 7, Waukesha WI 53187-0007
Postage paid at Waukesha 53186  
USPS 669-740
Periodicals   ISSN Number 1062-9041

Subscription Rates
• By in-county mail
13 weeks...............$72
26 weeks.............$138
52 weeks.............$264

• Out-of-county mail
13 weeks..........$91.50
26 weeks.............$180
52 weeks.............$354

In-County EZ Buy
.....$21 per month with
credit card

Out-of-County EZ Buy
.....$28 per month with
credit card

E-edition 
......$14.75 a month
with credit card

Circulation Dept.
To reach the Circulation Department 
call 542-2501

IN MEMORIAM (1943-2020)
James E. Conley Jr.

•                          •

Waukesha Antique Mall celebrates 10 years

By Karen Pilarski
kpilarski@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

WAUKESHA —  Waukesha
Antique Mall, 1427 E. Racine
Ave., will celebrate a decade of
sweet finds in June. 

John Dutscheck and his wife
started Family Heirlooms on
Main Street in Waukesha 35
years ago. The couple branched
out and opened up Waukesha
Antique Mall by Antiques and
Uniques, but it was torn down. 

“We had to find another build-
ing and we did this one 10 years
ago. so Family Heirlooms and
Waukesha Antique Mall are in
here,” said co-owner Penny
Olson.

The family members always
had a love for antiques and would
travel and bring things back to
the store. 

During the height of the pan-
demic the business had to close
for two months, but when busi-
nesses reopened they were busier
than ever.

“We’ve been having record
years after the pandemic. I hope
it is because of the products we
are offering and the ambiance of
the mall, our reputation and we
are family-run,” Olson said. 

The mall did some remodeling
and added on to the back and side
of the store. A shirt shop next
door was torn down. Olson said
she added 10-12 more antique
booths. 

The store also has a waiting list
of dealers wanting to sell
antiques there. 

“I have 10 dealers who want to
get in here but before I didn’t
have the room. I figured if I
expanded I would have the room.
But now I have another 10 people
wanting to get in here again. It is
a good problem to have,” Olson
said.

They also redid the bathroom
to include rustic decorative items
and give customers ideas, such as
reusing window frames and other
items. 

“I like to give people ideas of
what they can do with things like
picture frames, shutters or a
door,” she said.

The men’s room has old tools,
street signs and the women’s

room has a rustic garden look.
“We redecorated the whole

thing and I’m proud of it. Who
would ever be proud of a bath-
room?” Olson said. 

A sweet stress release
The store treats customers like

family and strives to find what
they need. 

There is a snack area where
pre-packaged snacks are avail-
able for visitors. 

“We used to give away cookies
but because of COVID I’m afraid
to do that,” Olson said.

Olson compared the love of
antiques to chocolate. She
explained that when she feels
stressed, she eats chocolate. Dur-
ing the pandemic when people
were stuck in their homes they
wanted to do something. They
wanted to redecorate or make
projects. 

“I call it their chocolate. They
want to look, redecorate or col-
lect,” Olson said.

It is a trip down memory lane
for anyone who walks the aisles. 

The store has booths full of vin-
tage dishes, clothing, toys, and
art and many other items.

There is not one particular,
popular item people ask for.

“If I knew what that was we
would all buy it. For a while
everything was jade, then it was
primitives or porch things. You
never know,” Olson said. 

One popular place in the store
is Jerry (John’s son and co-
owner) Dutscheck’s military
items booth.

“It is very popular. The guys
love it and we do have a few guy
(item) booths,” she said.

Customers will also bring in
items to sell.

“There are elderly people who
come in and they are selling their
things. They could be downsizing
or a spouse died,” Olson said.

When people come in to sell
items, staff is always honest, she
said.

“We try to be really honest.
Like if someone comes in and
they think they want $5 and we
look it up and it is worth $100. We
will negotiate with them based on
that price,” she said.

Olson added that honesty is
why they have repeat customers.  

Karen Pilarski/Freeman Staff

Waukesha Antique Mall, 1427 E. Racine Ave., offers interesting finds from vintage
toys, furniture, clothing, art, and much more.

Penny Olson, co-owner, of Waukesha
Antique Mall, 1427 E. Racine Ave.
enjoys working with customers.

Military items are very popular at
Waukesha Antique Mall, 1427 E.
Racine Ave.

WAUKESHA — Pat’s Rib
Place owners Alisha and
Tydus Hayes announced on
Facebook that the homestyle
barbecue joint in Waukesha
will officially reopen for busi-
ness today.

The restaurant, located at
151 E. Sunset Drive, closed
due to staffing issues in Octo-
ber 2021. Since then, the
restaurant has been able to
serve catering orders in the
Waukesha area. 

A second Pat’s Rib Place
also opened at the Milwaukee
Public Market that same
month.

Staff will be limited at first.
As a result, Pat’s will be open
from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. on Fridays
and Saturdays and closed
from Sunday through Thurs-
day.

Staff availability will
impact hours of operation
moving forward as they work
towards being fully staffed.

The restaurant will offer in-
person takeout and dine-in
orders. They will also contin-
ue to serve catering orders.

TOWN OF LISBON — A 55-year-old man has died after a
truck-versus-motorcycle accident on Thursday morning.

According to a Waukesha County Sheriff’s Office news
release, the  sheriff’s department and Town of Lisbon and
Merton community fire departments responded to the acci-
dent at 9:35 a.m.

From the initial investigation, a dump truck was travel-
ing westbound on Lisbon Road when the driver, a 56-year-
old-male, struck the motorcycle, which entered the inter-
section from Maple Avenue. The motorcycle was operated
by a 55-year-old-male who was pronounced deceased on the
scene. The operator of the dump truck remained on scene
and did not have any apparent injuries. 

The crash remains under investigation by the Waukesha
County Sheriff’s Office and the Wisconsin State Patrol. 

Waukesha
Pat’s Rib

Place
reopening

today

Tim Snopek/Special to The Freeman

Police respond to a fatal accident Thursday morning in the Town of Lisbon.

Man dies in Lisbon 
motorcycle accident 

Thursday 

Store remodeled to offer more
variety to customers

Waukesha
reminds 

residents of
Memorial

Day parade
parking

rules 
WAUKESHA — The Memo-

rial Day Parade will take
place starting at 10 a.m. on
Monday.

For the parade, “No Park-
ing” signs will be posted on
impacted streets on Sunday
evening, May 29. No vehicles
may be parked along roads
inside the parade route
perimeter starting at 7 a.m.
on Monday. If vehicles are
parked on roads inside the
secure parade perimeter
they will start to be towed
beginning at 7 a.m. on Mon-
day.

Roads will be closed start-
ing at 9:30 a.m. After 9:30
a.m., no traffic will be able to
enter or exit the parade
perimeter until the conclu-
sion of the parade, which is
expected to be around 11 a.m.

Spectators coming to the
parade will need to park
using street parking or city
parking lots outside of the
parade perimeter (please
view parade map) and walk
to their viewing location.

For more information on
Memorial Day events, go to
https://www.waukesha-
wi.gov/residents/memorial-
day.php.

Jammin’ on Janesville seeking volunteers

Hustle
From Page 1A

“I have two kids under
two. I get to choose what I
take on and when. I’m defi-
nitely going slow right
now. This came out of my
maternity leave and start-
ed taking on projects here
and there,” she said. 

Quick is quite active on
Instagram to get her name
and items eyeballed. She
finds people who follow
her, or whom she follows,
offer camaraderie.

“We are in the same boat
as far as young kids or
same sort of lifestyle. We
keep up with each other in
and out of business. That’s
where I do most of my
marketing,” Quick said.

She can direct followers
to an Etsy shop or her
availability to take on cus-
tom orders. 

More people view going
into their own business as
a sense of security, she
said. 

“They like something of

their own that they can
have a little more control
over. It is a risk, you are
doing everything yourself
and can spread yourself
pretty thin. As far as bene-
fits, that is non-existent,”
Quick said.

Fortunately she is not
depending on that, but for
others it can be a down-
side. 

“People like to take
something into their own
hands when things seem a
little shaky in the world,”
she said.

Most of the stuff Quick
makes and sells is shipped.
Custom customers come to
her home. She treats her
front porch as her recep-
tion area. 

For people looking for a
side hustle, Quick thinks
they should ask them-
selves if it is an outlet or
for money.

“What you are going to
offer?” she asked. “How
can your skillset solve a
problem?

Quick has seen people
who want to start a busi-

ness and used the term
“want-preneur.” She did it
herself when starting a
side hustle such as just
ordering items with her
business logo. Such people
could be spending money
on marketing but not
bringing in money. Quick
added she quickly learned
her lesson the hard way. 

His own boss
Tyreace Brown of

Waukesha drives Uber for
a living. As with Quick, it
was at first a side hustle
but grew into a full-time
job. Thankfully the compa-
ny has advanced with its
app to help Brown predict
where people might be
needing his services. 

“It is easier to make
more money much quicker
in that area looking for an
Uber,” Brown said.

What Brown likes about
being his own boss is the
freedom. He enjoys the
flexibility of being there
for friends and family. 

“If they need me I don’t
need to worry about asking

for time off or if some-
thing happens I can just
turn off the app and go
where I need to go,” Brown
said.

Brown said he thinks
more people are going into
certain trades and ways to
make money at home,
especially during the pan-
demic when people were
quarantining at home.
During the racial justice
protests last summer he
made Black Lives Matter
masks.

Brown thinks a lot of
people started business for
themselves especially
when working from home. 

“They became comfort-
able. I think people didn’t
want to go back to punch-
ing a clock and having a
boss micro-manage them,”
Brown said.

There are downsides to
his work, such as rowdy
passengers or not knowing
who is getting into the car.
People often will order a
ride for someone else. He
tries not to drive at night
but said some prefer to do

that.
The gas price inflation

hurt him a little at first,
but it hasn’t been too
painful for him. 

“It has been a little diffi-
cult but knowing you can
be paid weekly or right
away helps supplement the
gas,” he said.

The pandemic was the
horrible part of business
for the Waukesha resident.

“We still have to wear a
mask and have to keep our
window ajar. That was dif-
ficult during the winter
months,” he said. 

Despite the challenges,
Brown said he really loves
being his own boss.

Thursday, May 26
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