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By Dave Fidlin
Special to The Freeman

OCONOMOWOC — A his-
toric building with roots
stretching back to 1859 will
be razed this summer along-
side an announcement that
Brownberry Bread’s long-
time outlet store will remain
permanently closed.

Bimbo Bakeries USA,
which has owned Brownber-
ry Bread since 2014, said a
confluence of factors — the

pandemic and the cost of
refurbishing the historic
outlet facility — led to the
decision to raze the outlet
store, 1 Meadow Road.

Scott Reyen, manager of
Bimbo Bakeries’ Ocono-
mowoc facility, said the
company had been looking
at making repairs to the
deteriorating outlet store

building prior to the pan-
demic. Once COVID-19 hit,
and immediate shutdowns
were in place, the economic
wallop, he said, led to some
difficult decisions.

“Prior to (COVID-19), we
were entertaining, and get-
ting bids, to refurbish the
building. The costs were sig-
nificant,” Reyen said. “Com-

bining the two — the cost of
refurbishing the building
and COVID — as a company
here in the central region,
we decided not to reopen it.”

Company officials have

not revealed what it actually
would have cost to repair the
facility, but Reyen confirmed
Bimbo  Bakery  executives
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Historic Brownberry Outlet
building to be razed

OCONOMOWOC

COVID, refurbishing costs led to decision,
according to company officials

Jake Ekdahl/Freeman Staff

The historic Brownberry Outlet building in Oconomowoc will be
razed this summer.

Waukesha offering historic downtown walking tour

Courtesy of the Waukesha County Historical Society & Museum

A photograph shows what the Five Points once looked like in downtown Waukesha. Historic photos, current photos and research are available to view online.

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA — As the city continues to cel-
ebrate its 125th anniversary throughout
2021, an online historic downtown walk-

ing tour has been made available to community
members, inviting participants to learn about the
history behind downtown buildings while visiting
the sites throughout the community.

The project, spearheaded by the city and the
Waukesha Landmarks Commission with contri-
butions from the Waukesha County Historical
Society and Museum, is available for the public to
view online at https://bit.ly/3zRX3Yv.

Historic walking routes included are the Five
Points Historic District and the Central Business
District, as well as the Spring City Tour which
showcases the entirety of downtown.

According to the walking tour’s website, “the
columns, towers, cornices, oriels, brackets and
other ornamental details of the past offer a
charming glimpse at what Waukesha looked like
125 years ago.”

The Five Points Historic District, at the inter-
section of Broadway, Main Street and Grand
Avenue, was a hub of activity from the city’s pio-
neer days. Early businesses ranged from a cabi-
netmaking shop, the first general store, black-
smith works, saloons and more.

Rebecca Pederson, assistant to the mayor and
city administrator, said the project came about
with plans for the city’s 125th anniversary. 

“We were excited to celebrate our downtown
and the historic buildings, both past and present,
so a number of people on our 125th Anniversary
Planning Committee really wanted to highlight

Courtesy of the Waukesha County Historical Society & Museum

A photograph shows old businesses along Main Street in downtown Waukesha.

Project is part of city’s 125th anniversary celebration

See TOUR, PAGE 6A

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — As the
post COVID-19 economy con-
tinues to evolve, staffing
remains the major hurdle
for many industries. 

Waukesha County Execu-
tive Paul Farrow said last
month’s local unemploy-

ment rate is 3.3%, which is
nearing pre-COVID num-
bers. “We’re back to just
about where we were prior
to this year of uncertainty,”
he said. 

But one problem seems to
be not enough workers in
specific industries, like
restaurants. Chef Michael
Feker, owner of Zesti, Il
Mito, 2Mesa and other culi-

nary ventures, said an addi-
tional challenge for his
industry is “unfortunately I
think during the pandemic
and due to the pandemic
restaurant staff pivoted and
tried to find a different posi-
tion.” 

Feker said the reputation
for restaurant work not pay-
ing well enough is untrue,
adding none of his back-of-

house staff make less than
$15.50 per hour. Open posi-
tions at his restaurants
include servers, bartenders,
line cooks, bussers and
assistant managers.
Prospective applicants can
visit cheffeker.com. 

Wisconsin Restaurant
Association Executive Vice
President Susan Quam said
some restaurant operators

have had to cut back on days
or hours of operation
because they have insuffi-
cient staff. 

“The demand from the
consumer is there, right now
(they’re) just not able to fill
the positions,” she said. 

The restaurant industry
isn’t alone in the staffing
shortage. In Hartland,
Sjoberg Tool & Manufactur-
ing President Jim Sjoberg
said his business has posi-

tions open for machinist,
material handler, robotic
welder, general production,
press operator, laser opera-
tor and more at
sjobergtool.com.

“I think there’s just a lot
of competition in the mar-
ket and it seems likely the

Hiring hurdles remain for local, state employers
What do you think?
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Real Life

Hiring
From Page 1A

enhanced unemployment
benefits are keeping people
on the sidelines,” Sjoberg
said. He said he expects
modest improvement in the
situation once those addi-
tional benefits expire. 

A Wisconsin Manufactur-
ers & Commerce survey
recently found 86% of busi-
nesses are struggling to
hire workers. 

“It is time for Gov. (Tony)
Evers to connect the dots
on this major issue for our
economy,” said WMC Presi-
dent and CEO Kurt Bauer.
“Hundreds of Wisconsin
businesses just barely sur-
vived months of govern-
ment-mandated lockdowns,
restrictions and limited
capacity. Now, many of
those same businesses face
another serious govern-
ment-imposed burden in
the form of overly gener-
ous unemployment benefits
that have created a full-
blown workforce emergen-
cy.”

Evers has refused to

withdraw Wisconsin from
the enhanced federal unem-
ployment program. 

WMC and Republican
lawmakers say the extra
$300 a week the program
provides pushes Wiscon-
sin’s unemployment bene-
fits over $600 a week. Bauer
said that’s enough to keep
people from returning to
work.

Evers continues to say he
hasn’t seen any data to
make him believe that.

When asked why they
were having trouble hiring
workers, 35% of businesses
said the unemployment
benefits were too generous.
And 30% blamed a lack of
applicants with the proper
skills while 26% blamed the
overall shortage of people. 

A majority of respon-
dents to the WMC survey
overwhelmingly — 72% —
said the workforce short-
age was the top public poli-
cy issue facing Wisconsin.
Businesses are not strug-
gling to hire due to a lack of
trying, however. Nearly
80% said they plan to
increase the number of
employees in the next six

months, and they are rais-
ing wages to do so. Seven in
10 businesses plan to raise
wages at least three percent
in 2021, while over a quar-
ter of businesses plan to
raise wages by more than
four percent.

Waukesha County Chair-
man Paul Decker said there
are a wide variety of job
opportunities in the county,
and “If you are seriously
looking for a career, not
just a job, there are several
firms willing to help you
with payment while train-
ing you... You have to do
some research for that (but)
they are out there.” 

Those seeking to retrain
and pivot to another indus-
try might also consider
Waukesha County Techni-
cal College. Decker said the
school’s eight-week courses
help individuals get the
skills and credentials they
need faster.

Shoring up the workforce
pipeline early can also
help. Decker praised local
school districts and the
Waukesha County Business
Alliance for tailoring ini-
tiatives to local workforce

needs. “They brought this
forward years ago and
they’ve been very consis-
tent (in) making sure the
schools are putting in the
curriculum to help stu-
dents come out ready to go
to work,” he said. 

Milwaukee World Festi-
val will be holding a job
fair on Saturday from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. to hire over
2,000 seasonal workers for
the festival season, includ-
ing the nine days of Sum-
merfest. Positions include
admissions, food and bever-
age, ground operations,
hospitality, security, guest
services and more. The
event will be held at the
Summerfest Operations
Building at 114 North Jack-
son Street in Milwaukee. 

Locally, Farrow said job-
seekers and employers can
visit  online at thework-
forcenetwork.com, a W.O.W
County “one-stop-shop
location” connecting indi-
viduals and opportunities. 

“The workforce develop-
ment centers are back and
fully open,” he said.  

Contributing: The Center Square

Tour
From Page 1A

what things looked like in
the past and what things
look like now, in current
time,” Pederson said.

Pederson said all of the
buildings have a unique
history.

“It’s fun to see the popu-
lar places like People’s Park
and Steaming Cup to see
what they were in the past
and to see the streets from
the past ... there’s a lot to be
learned of the history
downtown,” she said.

Waukesha County Histor-
ical Society and Museum
Director Bonnie Byrd said
the tour is part of the muse-
um’s mission to engage peo-
ple with the historic envi-
ronment and take time to
appreciate the aesthetics of
the buildings as well as the
history behind them.

“With the Putney block —
who were the Putneys who
left their name to that
block?” Byrd said. “That
one too is such an interest-
ing development.  It’s three
different buildings that
Foskett Putney and his son
Frank Putney developed
over the course of the later
19th century, so it’s things
like that, connecting the

people and events that real-
ly have shaped what those
buildings look like.”

Digitizing the project,
Pederson said, makes the
information more accessi-
ble to more people and
allows them to see the loca-

tions on their phones and
where they are in relation
to the buildings. Flyers are
expected to be handed out
during Friday Night Live,
which allows the public to
scan a QR code and view
the walking tour while

downtown.
“We encourage people to

walk the route,” she said.
“Certainly you can view the
photos online ... each of the
routes are relatively short,
it just depends how much
you read of the text.”

Bimbo
From Page 1A

did work through all of the
necessary channels —
including consultation with
the Wisconsin Historical
Society — to ensure razing
the one-time home was per-
missible. 

“We wanted to make sure
we weren’t doing anything
that would jeopardize a his-
toric landmark,” Reyen
said. “(The historical soci-
ety) gave us the green light
to take it down. We wanted
to make sure we weren’t
doing anything wrong.”

While the timeline is fluid,
Reyen said the outlet store
building likely will be razed
in August.

Brownberry founder
Catherine Clark established
the bakery in Oconomowoc
in 1946 and, over time,
expanded the business’ pres-
ence within the community.
Clark acquired the site of
the current outlet store in
1954.

Reyen said he and corpo-
rate executives know the
outlet store will be missed
within the community.

“The thrift store was
extremely popular,” he said.
“Ever since it closed, we’ve
been getting a lot of ques-
tions about when it was
going to reopen.”

The company has no plans
to put another building in
place of the former outlet
store, but plans are in the
works for a commemorative
plaque, paying homage to
the company’s legacy in the
community.

Reyen also confirmed
Bimbo Bakeries intends to
continue operating its adja-
cent longtime manufactur-
ing facility.

“We’ll still have the same
smells, the plant will be
here, and we’ll be gainfully
hiring people,” he said.

As is the case with most
bread manufacturers, the
outlet store served as a venue
for selling surplus product.
Corporate spokesman John
Reynolds said Bimbo Bak-

eries will find other
avenues to minimize food
waste.

“BBU will continue to sup-
port Feeding America with
weekly bread donations and
provide its bread products
to local food pantries,”
Reynolds wrote in an email.

“In the area, BBU provides
product on a regular basis to
Food 4 the Hungary, Mar-
quardt Village Hub (Water-
town), Ashippun Food
Pantry, Oconomowoc Food
Pantry, Waukesha Salvation
Army and Watertown Food
Pantry.” 

Courtesy of the Waukesha County Historical Society & Museum

A photograph shows old businesses along Main Street in downtown Waukesha. Historic pho-
tos, current photos and research are available to view online.

A photo of the Bimbo Bakeries outlet building in the book
“Historic Oconomowoc Wis.” by Sandra Leitzke Potter, Jane
Leitzke Punko and William H. Leitzke. The book says the
building was built in 1859 by Pliny Putnam, a cabinet maker.

Biden extols
bipartisan 

infrastructure
deal as good start

WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Joe Biden
announced on Thursday a
hard-earned bipartisan
agreement on a pared-
down infrastructure plan
that would make a start on
his top legislative priority
and validate his efforts to
reach across the political
aisle. But he openly
acknowledged that
Democrats will likely have
to tackle much of the rest
on their own. 

The bill’s price tag at
$973 billion over five years,
or $1.2 trillion over eight
years, is a scaled-back but
still significant piece of
Biden’s broader proposals. 

It includes more than a
half-trillion dollars in new
spending and could open
the door to the president’s
more sweeping $4 trillion
proposals for child care
and what the White House
calls human infrastruc-
ture later on. 

The president said ‘‘nei-
ther side got everything
they wanted in this deal;
that’s what it means to
compromise,’’ and said
that other White House
priorities would be taken
on separately in a congres-
sional budget process
known as reconciliation,
which allows for majority
passage without the need
for Republican votes. 

He insisted that the two
items would be done ‘‘in
tandem’’ and that he would
not sign the bipartisan
deal without the other, big-
ger piece. House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi and progres-
sive members of Congress
declared they would hold
to the same approach. 

Senate Republican lead-
er Mitch McConnell com-
plained that Biden was
‘‘caving’’ to Pelosi and Sen-
ate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer’s plan to ‘‘hold
the bipartisan agreement
hostage’’ for the presi-
dent’s bigger package of
what he called ‘‘wasteful’’
spending. 

‘‘That’s not the way to
show you’re serious about

getting a bipartisan out-
come,’’ McConnell said. 

And there is plenty of
skepticism on Biden’s own
left flank. Democratic Sen.
Richard Blumenthal of
Connecticut said the
bipartisan agreement is
‘‘way too small — paltry,
pathetic.” 

Rather than Biden’s pro-
posed corporate tax hike
that Republicans oppose or
the gas tax increase that the
president rejected, funds
will be tapped from a range
of sources — without a full
tally yet, according to a
White House document. 

Money will come from
$125 billion in COVID-19
relief funds approved in
2020 but not yet spent, as
well as untapped unem-
ployment insurance funds
that Democrats have been
hesitant to poach. Other
revenue is expected by
going harder after tax
cheats by beefing up Inter-
nal Revenue Service
enforcement. 

The rest is a hodgepodge,
including funds coming
from 5G telecommunica-
tion spectrum lease sales,
strategic petroleum
reserve and an expectation
that the sweeping invest-
ment will generate eco-
nomic growth — what the
White House calls the
‘‘macroeconomic impact of
infrastructure invest-
ment.’’ 

New York
court suspends
Giuliani’s law

license 
NEW YORK (AP) — An

appeals court suspended Rudy
Giuliani from practicing law in
New York on Thursday because
he made false statements while
trying to get courts to overturn
Donald Trump’s loss in the pres-
idential race. 

An attorney disciplinary com-
mittee had asked the court to
suspend Giuliani’s license on
the grounds that he’d violated
professional conduct rules as he
promoted theories that the elec-
tion was stolen through fraud. 

The court agreed and said sus-
pension should be immediate,
even though disciplinary pro-
ceedings aren’t yet complete,
because there was an “immedi-
ate threat” to the public.  

Trump called the suspension
a politically motivated “witch
hunt,” while Giuliani said it was
a “disgrace” on his afternoon
radio show. The court’s opinion,
Giuliani said, was based on
hearsay and “could have been
written by the Democratic
National Committee.” 

Associated  Press

President Joe Biden speaks
with Sen. Rob Portman, R-
Ohio, and others in a biparti-
san group of senators Thurs-
day outside the White House
in Washington.
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