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and started the woman’s resWAUKESHA — An 18- idence on fire last week.
year-old Pewaukee man was
Nicholas Kranick is facing
charged Thursday after an a felony charge of false

By Nikki Brahm

imprisonment; a felony
charge of arson of building;
three felony charges of second-degree
recklessly
endangering safety; two
felony charges of criminal
damage to property; one

misdemeanor charge of
criminal damage to property; and five counts of misdemeanor battery.
According to the criminal
complaint, the Pewaukee
Police Department respond-

for a report of a garage fire.
When an officer arrived, he
could see billowing black
smoke coming from the residence with the garage fully
engulfed in fire, as well as
people outside the house
with pets.

residence as well as a contractor who was working on
the outside of the building.
At that Page
time,: A01
area fire
departments arrived to
extinguish the fire.
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Breaking down
BARRIERS
Pewaukee High senior
earns fire/EMT credentials
before graduation
By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com
262-513-2657

PEWAUKEE — Pewaukee
High School senior Trinh Vo
was in a strong enough academic position to graduate
early. Instead, she chose to
acquire skills and certifications in something new: fire
and emergency medical services.
“I really didn’t want to
graduate early (and) having
all these certifications really
opened a lot of doors for
me,” Vo said.
Through a dual enrollment program at Waukesha
County Technical College,
she’s earned Firefighter I,

Pewaukee High School senior
Trinh Vo inside a fire and EMS
vehicle while sporting her
graduation cap and gown.

Firefighter II and Hazmat
certifications, and will be
taking the national registry
for emergency medical technician certification next
week.
Vo is also the first female
and first Asian American to
serve as a Pewaukee Fire
Department intern. “I feel
like I’m breaking barriers
(and) that’s really nice,” she
said, adding that when she
looked into fire and EMS
statistics she found few in
the industry were female
and fewer were Asian.
“The fire service in itself
is not an easy thing to do
(and) she committed herself
to doing a good job and helping other students achieve
that as well,” said WCTC
Fire and EMS Instructor
Michael Jones.
Pewaukee Fire Department Assistant Chief Mark
Hoppe said Vo has been
enthusiastic and learning
all aspects of the fire service, from medical and
ambulance calls, to helping
on the fire engine to fire
inspections. He said she
helped with a recent garage
fire by assisting with crew
accountability and making
sure personnel locations
were all up to date as they
moved around the scene of
the fire.
“We’re happy to see that
younger generation look to
the fire service,” Hoppe said.
“I would encourage anyone

Submitted photos

From left, Pewaukee Fire Chief Kevin Bierce and Pewaukee High School senior and department intern Trinh Vo at the scene of
a garage fire they fought.
who’s in their high school
career (to) look to their high
school or local fire department to see what programs
they offer.” He said the
Pewaukee Fire Department
has several full- and parttime women as staff, and is
excited about that.
Jones said he commended
Vo for pursuing the internship and Pewaukee FD for
making the opportunity possible.
“It’s been difficult at
times, but in the long run
it’s really paid off,” Vo said.
She said she’d recommend
others look into dual enrollment if they’re interested.
“I just think that it makes
you so ready for the future

whether you actually want
to go into it or not.”
She said earning fire and
EMS certifications can pay
off even if one isn’t actively
seeking a full-time career in
the field; those skills are
valuable in medical and military careers and part-time
or volunteer opportunities
exist for those seeking to
serve while working separate careers. “I think it just
really helps everybody,” Vo
said.
Vo will be attending
DePaul University in Chicago to study film and television production as well as
political science. She’s considering pursing law school From left, Trinh Vo, Kailynn Kintop and Mason Stott pause for a
moment while in full WCTC fire turnout gear.
afterward.

Hartland administrator submits resignation letter
Rhode had been with village about a year and a half
By Cara Spoto
cspoto@conleynet.com
262-513-2653

HARTLAND — Village
Administrator Tim Rhode
has resigned.
According to an agenda
for a special Village Board
meeting, trustees were slated to gather in closed session on Thursday evening
to “consider and discuss

the resignation received
from the Village Administrator, and to reconvene
into open session pursuant
to §19.85(2) for the purpose
of considering any action
as may be necessary and
appropriate.”
While the village typically live-streams its meetings
via YouTube, Thursday’s
meeting was not streamed
on the platform. But Vil-
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have Tim
Rhode will as
their adminlage President Jeff Pfanistrator,”
nerstill was able to confirm
Pfannerstill
at 10 p.m. on Thursday that
continued,
the body had indeed met:
adding that
“We did go into closed sesVillage
sion, and we did come out
Finance
Rhode
into open session to conDirector Ryan
firm what was discussed in
Bailey
would
be issuing a
closed session, and that
press
release
on the matter.
was the acceptance of Tim
Rhode came to the village
Rhode’s resignation.”
“I am sure other commu- in January of last year,
after four years as the town
nities will be excited to
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administrator in Cedarburg.
Prior to his time in
Cedarburg, he was the city
administrator in St. Francis for five years. He was
also village administrator
in Butler for five years and
city administrator in Monticello for two years.
Speaking to The Freeman
in early 2020, Rhode said he
would miss the Cedarburg
town staff and board but
was ready for the chance to

serve a bigger community
like Hartland.
“At this point in my
career, I’m ready for a
great opportunity like
Hartland,” Rhode said. “I
think the community, Hartland, just has so many good
things going for it.
[There’s] obviously a lot of
things on the table right
now as well, so I’m looking
forward to rolling my
sleeves up and working on
those projects.”
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