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McCarthy

Official: Gas station shooter killed himself
CALEDONIA (AP) — A Wis-

consin gunman who killed a 22-
year-old man who was pumping
gas later shot himself in the
head after exchanging gunfire
with an undercover sheriff’s

investigator, authorities said
Thursday. 

John McCarthy, 32, of Hart-
land, killed himself after con-
fronting the undercover sheriff’s
investigator at another gas sta-

tion not far away in Caledonia
on Tuesday, the state Depart-
ment of Justice said in revealing
new details about the shooting. 

The Racine County Sheriff’s
Department named McCarthy

as the shooter earlier Wednes-
day. 

Both McCarthy and the inves-
tigator were struck by gunfire
before McCarthy fatally shot
himself, the justice department

said. The investigator, whose
name hasn’t been released, is
recovering at a Racine hospital
from wounds that aren’t consid-
ered life-threatening. 

McCarthy lay in wait for 22-
year-old Anthon Griger of
Elkhorn,  as  he  filled  up  his

Hartland gunman had killed 22-year-old man

Lumber prices down, but still high

Cara Spoto/Freeman Staff

Scott Cepolski, owner of Bela Vista Vineyard in the Town
of Delafield, stands near a stand of Maréchal Foch vines
this week. Cepolski is currently expanding his home on
the property, which will someday be home to the boutique
FeNori Winery.

The story 
behind the wine
Town of Delafield vineyard
focused on growing unique,

cold-weather grapes
By Cara Spoto

cspoto@conleynet.com 
262-513-2653

TOWN OF DELAFIELD — Scott Cepolski and his wife
bought their wooded, rolling lot off Silvernail Road
seven years ago with an eye toward being outdoors and
doing what they love best, which is growing things. 

With an already estab-
lished love of wine, the
couple started planting
the first of their
grapevines, hoping to
someday create wine they
could appreciate them-
selves and perhaps one
day share with others. 

By the middle of 2019,
Cepolski, who spent 20
years helping to improve
the operations of multi-
national companies, had
left the corporate world
to focus on creating a
boutique vineyard and
winery at the five-acre
property. 

Today Bela Vista Vine-
yard — “Bela” is spelled
with one “l” as an
homage to Cepolski’s
wife’s Brazilian heritage
— has about 465 vines in
various stages of

growth, with plans to add another 225. 
Although Cepolski is mainly focused on growing

vines that will produce the best possible grapes, he
recently received approval from the town Plan Com-
mission to run what Cepolski has dubbed FeNori Win-
ery out of the couple’s soon-to-be-expanded home.  The
name is a combination of his father’s and mother’s
first names: Felix and Norine. 

Scott Cepolski displays two
bunches of the young La
Crescent grapes growing on
his property. A colder weath-
er variety, individual La Cres-
cent grapes are typically
spaced farther apart than
warmer-weather grapes.

See VINEYARD, PAGE 6A

Demand, supply, transportation challenges create ‘perfect storm’

Jake Ekdahl / Freeman Staff

Driver Brad Calton places a stack of lumber on the back of a truck at Bliffert Lumber and Hardware in Waukesha.

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — As with many com-
modities in the last year, the price of
lumber has risen since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Prices for some prod-
ucts remain high, but others have
begun to decline from their peak five
weeks ago. 

Bliffert Lumber and Hardware
Waukesha Store Manager Dave Dier-
meier said the decline from a little over
a month ago is spurred by moves made
by big box home supply stores such as
Home Depot, Menards and Lowe’s.
Dropping sales prompted those stores to
cancel supply contracts with sawmills,
which in turn lowered their prices. 

“The consumers have been helped by
these large box stores’ order cancella-
tions with the mills,” Diermeier said.
The price drop has been carried down
to smaller businesses and ultimately
consumers. 

Currently, prices have fallen to about
where they were a year ago, but that’s
still high. Lumber and sheet goods are
at about triple previous prices and engi-
neered and imported products are at
double. Diermeier said in 2004, an eight-
foot two-by-four piece of lumber was
$4.29. Five weeks ago it was $12.19 and
it’s now $7.79. A sheet good used for roof
decking could be purchased for $28 per
sheet in 2004, and that’s now $62.14 as of
Tuesday. 

Waukesha County Technical College
Supply Chain Instructor Molly Barndt

said the lumber market has had chal-
lenges predating the pandemic, in 2018
and 2019. She said a lull in the lumber
market during that period made
sawmills especially unprepared for the
sudden boom in demand that came last
year, with homeowners suddenly taking
up renovation projects as they moved to
remote work, DIY hobbyists coming out
in full force and the housing market
spurring new construction. 

Submitted photo 

From left, David Belman and Josh Brown hold a sign saying “tell your politicians to
#fixlumber” while standing before visual displays of what $1,000 could buy in lum-
ber last year versus this year.

By the numbers

Price for eight foot 2x4 lumber 
2004: $4.29
May 2021: $12.19
July 2021: $7.79

Price for roof decking sheet good
2004: $28
July 2021: $62.14 

Source: Bliffert Lumber and Hardware
See LUMBER, PAGE 6A

See SHOOTER, PAGE 6A
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Lumber
From Page 1A

“It’s really difficult for companies to
go from such a lull to a boom and then
play constant catch up,” she said,
adding that labor shortages complicate
matters. “The foot hasn’t been taken
off the gas pedal.” 

Diermeier said challenges with sup-
ply, demand and transportation “creat-
ed a trifecta, a perfect storm if you
will, to pushing pricing where it’s
been.” 

Despite the costs associated with con-
struction, Diermeier said commercial
builders are currently working as fast
as possible because low interest rates on
loans offset high prices for materials. 

Barndt cited an estimate from the
National Association of Homebuilders
that found a new home would currently
cost $35,800 extra due to lumber prices.
Mills can’t simply scale up production
by investing new equipment either,
because it’s unclear how long the
demand will stay at its current level. 

David Belman, owner of Belman
Homes in Waukesha, said he wanted to
create awareness of just how dire the
situation was for lumber prices. He put
together a visual display for social
media of how much $1,000 bought in
October, 2020 versus May, 2021 — the
more recently priced stack is dwarfed
by the earlier one. 

It will take time for falling prices to
fully take effect. Belman said he’s heard
from the National Association of Home-
builders it could be up to 21 weeks until
the full impact of pricing will be felt. 

Both Diermeier and Barndt said it
may be advisable to hold off on smaller

home projects until prices come down to
more reasonable levels. Barndt said she
and her husband had been planning a
sauna for their home, but have post-
poned that due to costs. 

“There’s a lot of prudent folks out
there waiting to see it drop to a little
more normal, whatever that new nor-
mal is going to be, I guess,” Diermeier
said. “As a consumer myself, my advice
would be to kind of hold off a bit.” 

Belman said he would actually advise
not waiting, because interest rates are

so low currently. He said while lumber
prices may improve, other materials
may indeed get more expensive; he
offered screws and paint as two specific
examples. 

Belman said for the first time in his
company’s history there’s no finished
home available as inventory because
they keep getting bought the second
they’re finished. 

“Usually we have between 15 and 20
properties in inventory for sale,” he
said. 

Vineyard
From Page 1A

Vine focused
A recent visit to the prop-

erty found the grapevines
wound about their trellises,
soaking in the July sunlight,
and the FeNori wine cellar
already under construction. 

Standing amid bunches of
Maréchal Foch grapes, Cepol-
ski said his focus is on creat-
ing truly unique wines pro-
duced entirely from cold-
weather grapes he grows
himself. 

“If I want to be a great
cook, I just don’t want to buy
my groceries from anyone. If
I can grow them, it is going to
help me be that much better.
Not to mention, when I give
someone that plate of food, I
am going to be able to tell
them, from the beginning,
what went into that dish,”
Cepolski said. 

“To me that’s what wine is
really about. It is not just how
it tastes. It’s ‘what is the story
behind it?’ That is my person-
al goal here. It’s not, how can
I retire making the most
wine? Or have people saying,
‘Scott’s got the best wine.’ It’s
‘OK, what’s unique about
it?’” 

Cold-weather revolution 
While there are plenty of

wineries that produce wine
from cold-weather grapes,
Cepolski says many of them
combine the juice from those
grapes with those from
grapes they buy. He wants to
be a leader in making wine
solely from cold-weather
grapes. Right now, he has the
Maréchal vines, which can
withstand below-freezing

weather, as well as some of
extremely cold-weather-
hardy La Crescent grapes,
which can survive tempera-
tures of 36 degrees below
zero. 

Eventually he hopes to
grow other varieties, like
Frontenac grapes, which can
also handle frigid weather. 

Unlike European varieties,
which have been grown for
centuries, most cold-weather
grapes were only developed
around 30 years ago by uni-
versities in Minnesota, Wis-
consin and New York State.
Being on the frontier of
working with the grapes is
something that excites Cepol-
ski. 

“I probably won’t be alive
when cold-weather grapes
really start to get big, but the
opportunity to be at the
beginning of that growth is
awesome,” he said. 

In addition to the five
acres here in Waukesha
County, Cepolski has land in
Sawyer County, where he
hopes to someday grow
around 9,000 vines of the
c o l d e s t - w e a t h e r - h a r d y
grapes, and even someday
make ice wine, where grapes
must freeze on the vine
before being harvested. 

Growing experience 
Although Cepolski could

end up making wine from his
four-year-old Maréchal Foch
grapes this year, whether
he’ll be in a place to sell any
of that wine will depend on
whether he likes the wine
himself and wants to share
it, and if he has all the neces-
sary approvals. 

In the meantime he’s
focused on making sure his
youngest vines grow up to be
just as healthy as the

Maréchal vines. Doing that
requires a lot of picking and
pruning to ensure that the
roots grow deep into the soil
and produce plenty of cor-
dons, which are the woody
parts of a grapevine that pro-
duce the grapes.

“You want to have more of
those little buds that can sur-
vive in case there is a frost.
It’s your new growth that pro-
duces the grapes,” he said,
inspecting the La Crescent
vines.

He’ll also be spending plen-
ty of time honing his craft,
both in viticulture (vine
growing) and oenology
(winemaking).

“It’s like carpentry. I grew
up doing it, because my dad
did. How to hit a hammer
with a nail is one thing, but
then you start learning all of
these nuances of how to be a
carpenter. It’s the same
thing with viticulture.  It’s
all about the experience,” he
said.  

“I took classes to get that
basic knowledge. Now, it’s
all about making mistakes
and getting things right.
From a viticulture stand-
point I think I am about 90
percent there, but that’s as
far as I am going to get,
because I am always going to
be learning.” 

Shooter
From Page 1A

vehicle at the Pilot Travel
Center at 7:30 a.m. on Tues-
day, Racine County Sheriff
Christopher Schmaling said.
The sheriff said McCarthy
‘‘executed’’ Griger. 

Officials have not identi-
fied a motive for the shoot-
ing.  

Schmaling said McCarthy
rummaged through Griger’s
pockets before shooting mul-
tiple times at another person
who was driving through the
parking lot. That person was
not injured. 

McCarthy then drove to a
Mobil station about 2 miles
away, according to authori-
ties. There, with a gun drawn,
McCarthy approached the
undercover investigator who

was pumping gas into his
unmarked squad car, Schmal-
ing said. 

The two exchanged gun-
fire. The investigator suf-
fered multiple gunshot
wounds that fractured sev-
eral bones around his
pelvis, the sheriff’s office
said.  

Family members posted on
a GoFundMe page that
Griger’s death was all too

sudden. Griger was a 2017
graduate of Franklin High
School whom family and
friends called ‘‘Nino.’’ 

‘‘There are no words to
express the anguish and
shock that all of Nino’s fami-
ly and friends are experienc-
ing right now. We pray that
he is at peace and in the lov-
ing arms of those who have
gone before him,’’ a state-
ment read.   

Cara Spoto/Freeman Staff

A bunch of Maréchal Foch grapes soak up the sun this week
at Bela Vista Vineyard in the Town of Delafield.

Jake Ekdahl / Freeman Staff

Stacks of lumber in the yard at Bliffert Lumber in Waukesha.

Real Life

MADISON (AP) — A fed-
eral freeze on most evic-
tions that was enacted last
year is scheduled to expire
July 31, after the Biden
administration extended
the date by a month. The
moratorium, put in place
by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention in
September, has been the
only tool keeping millions
of tenants in their homes.
Many of them lost jobs
during the coronavirus
pandemic and have fallen
months behind on their
rent. 

Landlords successfully
challenged the order in
court, arguing that they
also had bills to pay. They
pointed out that tenants
could access more than $45
billion in federal money
set aside to help pay rents
and related expenses. 

Here’s the situation in
Wisconsin: 

WHAT’S THE STATUS
OF OTHER EVICTION
MORATORIUMS IN
THE STATE?

Democratic Gov. Tony
Evers issued an order in
March 2020 barring land-
lords from evicting tenants
as the pandemic took hold
in Wisconsin. The order
expired that May, though,
and the state Supreme
Court ruled in March 2021
that Evers can’t issue mul-
tiple emergency orders for
a single crisis. 

WHAT’S BEING DONE
TO HELP PEOPLE
FACING EVICTION?  

Evers’ administration
has relied heavily on feder-
al pandemic relief money
to help tenants make ends
meet. The Department of
Administration dedicated
about $35 million from the
CARES Act last year to
help roughly 13,000 tenants
pay overdue rent and utili-
ty bills. That assistance
ended at the end of the
year. 

The Trump administra-
tion, however, allocated
about $385 million for
rental assistance in Wis-
consin in December. About

$65 million of that has
gone directly to the state’s
six most populous jurisdic-
tions: Brown, Dane, Mil-
waukee and Waukesha
counties and the cities of
Madison and Milwaukee.
The remaining money was
earmarked for the rest of
the state. 

So far this year, about $33
million has gone to rough-
ly 9,700 tenants in smaller
communities. DOA Secre-
tary Joel Brennan estimat-
ed that a total of about
20,000 tenants have
received assistance since
this April. 

Renters who earn up to
80% of their county’s
median income can apply
for aid through local social
organizations that are act-
ing as conduits between
the state and tenants. The
money can be used to cover
up to 15 months of rent.  

The Biden administra-
tion has allocated another
$250 million for rental
assistance in Wisconsin
through the American Res-
cue Plan Act, but the state
has received only a small
amount of that aid so far,
Brennan said. 

HOW ARE THE
COURTS HANDLING
EVICTION HEARINGS? 

Legal Action of Wiscon-
sin, which provides free
legal services to low-
income people, has twice
asked the state Supreme
Court to halt all eviction
proceedings in light of the
CDC moratorium. The con-
servative-leaning court
refused both times, saying
in May that the Legisla-
ture, not the court, should
make that decision.  

HOW AFFORDABLE
IS HOUSING IN THE
STATE’S MAJOR
RENTAL MARKETS? 

As of May, the median
rent for a two-bedroom
apartment in the Milwau-
kee-Waukesha-West Allis
metropolitan area was
$1,545, which was the same
as last year, according to a
report released June 16 by
Realtor.com. 

EXPLAINER

Wisconsin renters
wary as eviction
ban nears end

State Supreme
Court takes
redistricting

lawsuit
MADISON (AP) — The state

Supreme Court agreed Thurs-
day to review a Dane County
judge’s ruling that Republican
legislative leaders illegally
hired private taxpayer-funded
attorneys to represent them in
anticipation of legal challenges
over redistricting. 

Judge Stephen Ehlke in April
voided the GOP’s contracts with
two outside law firms. The deals
allowed for spending more than
$1 million for representation.  

Assembly Speaker Robin Vos
and Senate Majority Leader
Devin LeMahieu asked the con-
servative-leaning high court
earlier this month to take the
case without waiting for a rul-
ing from a lower appeals court.  

The court announced late
Thursday it would review
Ehlke’s ruling and ordered his
ruling stayed while it considers
the case. The Legislature has
yet to begin the redistricting
process. Democratic Gov. Tony
Evers will likely veto any new
maps Republicans produce, set-
ting up a court battle.   
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