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MADISON — Motorists
saw some positive change at
the pump on the week with
31 state gas price averages
declining 1 to 5 cents.

Wisconsin was among the

states that saw a dip in
price, with gas at $2.99 per
gallon Monday compared to
$3.02 one week ago. One
year ago, gas was about
$2.07 and one month ago
about $2.95. For Milwaukee,
the weekly numbers were
the same, going from $3.02 a
week ago to $2.99. The city’s
year-ago gas price was also
$2.07 and stood at $2.99 a
month ago.

Nationally, gas is at $3.16
per gallon down from $3.17
a week ago. One factor con-
tributing to the decline was
U.S. gasoline demand
remaining relatively flat on
the week, AAA said in its
weekly gas gauge update. 

At this point, it is too
early to say if cheaper
pump prices will be sus-
tained or continue their
downward trend. Part of
the unknown is due to fluc-
tuating crude prices, which
dropped to a low of $66/bar-
rel last Monday, but were
back over $70/barrel by the
end of the week. 

Prices initially dropped
following news from the
Organization of the

Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) that they have
reached a deal to increase
production in August. How-
ever, that promise has been
compromised by concerns
about the rise in COVID
case numbers and how that
could negatively affect glob-
al demand.

“For pump prices to push
less expensive, OPEC will
need to follow through with
their production increases,
crude will need to sell con-
sistently at lower prices
and the market will need to
adjust to the potential
resurgence of COVID
cases,” said Nick Jarmusz,
director of public affairs
for AAA – The Auto Club
Group, in a statement. “If
these factors prove true
consistently, pump prices
could be less expensive in
August, though the national
average could still be at or
above the $3 per gallon
mark.”

Since the beginning of
July, gas prices have aver-
aged $3.14.

For this week, crude
prices could decline if mar-
ket concerns about demand
grow.

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — A Wauke-
sha man faces criminal

charges after police say he
chased another man with a
screwdriver.

Joseph Ramirez, 20, is
charged with disorderly con-
duct — use of a dangerous

weapon and misdemeanor
bail jumping. He faces up to
half a year in jail for the
first charge. 

According to the criminal
complaint, officers were
dispatched Friday to the
area of Fleetfoot Drive and
Mohawk Lane in Waukesha
following a report of a man
with a knife. Dispatch
reported a subject “at that
location attempting to stab
somebody” before fleeing in
a red Jeep Cherokee with a

temporary license plate. 
At a nearby apartment, offi-

cers made contact with a
male, who was reportedly out
of breath and “had several
fresh abrasions.” That male
allegedly stated he “had been
fighting with Jojo.”
Ramirez’s nickname is Jojo,
that man allegedly told offi-
cers. 

Officers reported the vic-
tim did “not have any actual
puncture marks or stab
wounds and he stated he had
not been injured.” While the
victim was being inter-
viewed, another officer
reported having conducted a
“high-risk traffic stop” on the
red Jeep Cherokee. 

One witness reportedly
told officers they saw an

argument between Ramirez
and the victim “about a set
of keys in the yard” and it
escalated into a physical
fight. The witness said
Ramirez at one point pulled
an object resembling a knife
out of his pocket and chased
the victim, who began run-
ning away. 

The victim allegedly stated
that object was a screwdriver.
He allegedly said the argu-
ment was actually over a
female and her possession of
a key to the residence. He
allegedly said the fight was
an agreed upon arrangement
and was “winning” before
Ramirez pulled the screw-
driver. 

Ramirez will appear in
court for a hearing Aug. 20. 
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Lottery
Saturday, July 24  

WISCONSIN
Pick 3                               6-3-5  
Pick 4                            4-1-7-3
Megabucks    02-03-19-22-26-30 
SuperCash    11-15-17-23-25-32
SuperCash Doubler              No
Powerball           01-04-11-59-67
Powerball                              10
Power Play                             2
Badger 5            02-10-19-24-31

Sunday, July 25 
WISCONSIN

Pick 3                               2-9-1  
Pick 4                            1-0-2-4
SuperCash    02-15-17-23-28-29
SuperCash Doubler              Yes  
Badger 5           10-21-24-28-30  

Monday, July 26
WISCONSIN

Pick 3                               8-2-3
Pick 4                            8-2-6-2 
SuperCash    02-18-27-28-31-33
SuperCash Doubler               No
Badger 5               12-13-21-26-27

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

PEWAUKEE — Brad
Piazza is looking forward
to seeing more cars in the
parking lot and students in
the hallways at Waukesha
County Technical College.

Piazza, WCTC’s vice
president of Learning,
said the school is encour-
aging vaccination, but not
requiring it nor will it
require proof of vaccina-
tion. Masks will be option-
al as well. 

“We reset our classrooms
back to pre-COVID capaci-
ties,” he said. “We are fully
open to the public in the
fall.” 

Staff is back to 100% in-
person work starting Aug.
1 as well. After going
remote for a time, they
transitioned to 50/50 in-
person and remote in June,
then 75/25 this month. For
faculty, the campus will
remain open for coming
and going as their work-
flow may require. 

Looking ahead, Piazza
said the campus will have
more in-person options
than last year, though likely
not as many as prior to
COVID-19. That’s partly due
to some forced innovations
turning out to be popular. 

“Some of what we did
last year worked,” he said.
“Zoom proved to be a nice
way to deliver some cours-
es ... students enjoyed that
flexibility.” 

At WCTC students can
opt for the class formats
that best fit their needs,
sometimes switching
between in-person and vir-
tual as life throws unex-
pected complications their
way.

“We invested a signifi-
cant amount of money in

simulation software, in
virtual backpacks, in other
types of technology to be
able to provide remote
instruction and services to
students,” Piazza said. “We
will continue to utilize
that.” 

Most of the college’s
classrooms will be upgrad-
ed to allow faculty to cre-
ate live and recorded pro-
gramming if they choose,
he said. 

Piazza said offering
those options proved a
layer of flexibility for stu-
dents who need it. He said
in the case of a COVID
type event in the future,
WCTC will be better pre-
pared this time around. 

WCTC has a “reentry
watch group” meeting on a
biweekly basis to analyze
COVID-19 data and make
any adjustments as need-
ed. Last year, the college
had the vast majority of its
programming go virtual
but allowed for in-person
labs in some classes. 

Although WCTC’s eight-
week term calendar does-
n’t have the traditional
summer break some aca-
demic institutions do, stu-
dents will be coming back
Aug. 16 for the start of the
fall. 

As in-person activity
begins to return to more
typical levels, Piazza
emphasized the impor-
tance of staying home if
one is not feeling well. He
said it will be revealing to
analyze what types of ser-
vices and options students
utilize most once they
return in full force. 

“We were creative, yet
cautious,” Piazza said of
the college’s navigation
during the last year and a
half. “We adapted all the
way through this, faculty,
staff and students.” 

Judges sworn in
WAUKESHA — Waukesha County Judges Michael

Maxwell, Michael Aprahamian and Maria Lazar were sworn
in by a special guest at the Waukesha County Courthouse
Monday: Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Rebecca Bradley. 

Maxwell said he and Bradley have been friends for years,
and he invited her to conduct the ceremony, swearing in the
three judges into their new terms. “It’s always a great honor
and a pleasure,” Bradley said, adding that next month she’ll
also be swearing in incoming Appeals Court Judge Shelley
Grogan, who was elected in April. 

The Bible used for the ceremony belonged to Maxwell’s
grandfather, a veteran of World War II and the Vietnam War
who is buried at Arlington National Cemetery. “It has a lot of
family significance,” Maxwell said. 

Other judges and court officials were present for the cere-
mony, which took place in room 370. 

Looking ahead, Maxwell said he is “humbled by the oppor-
tunity to continue to serve the citizens of Waukesha County.
... I just feel blessed to serve in this capacity.” 

Jake Ekdahl / Freeman Staff

From left, Waukesha County Judge Michael Maxwell is sworn
in for a new term by Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice
Rebecca Bradley, right, while his wife Georgia Maxwell holds
his grandfather’s bible.

From left, Waukesha County Judge Michael Aprahamian
raises his hand while Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice
Rebecca Bradley reads his oath of office.

From left, Waukesha County Judge Maria Lazar smiles next to
Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Rebecca Bradley after
Bradley swore her in for a new term.
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