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Dip in college aid applications spurs worry
More students choosing local schools
By Jake Ekdahl
Jekdahl@conleynet.com
262-513-2657

PEWAUKEE — The coronavirus pandemic appears
to have some high school
graduates rethinking their
college plans.
The number of high
school seniors applying for
U.S. federal college aid
plunged in the weeks following the sudden closure
of school buildings this
spring. In the first weeks of
the pandemic, the number
of new applications fell by
nearly half compared to

last year’s levels, fueled by
a
precipitous
decline
among students at lowincome schools, according
to an Associated Press
analysis of federal data.
The numbers have risen as
states and schools have
launched campaigns urging students to apply for
aid, but they remain down
overall from last year.
It’s raising alarms among
education officials who say
thousands of students may
be opting to delay or forgo
college, with potentially
dire consequences for their
job prospects and future
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earnings.
Some kids are simply
choosing to go straight into
the workforce, but even for
those who are certain
which career path they’d
like to pursue, college education is ideal, said Conor
Smyth, spokesman for the
Wisconsin Technical College system.
“What was true pre-pandemic
remains
true,”
Smyth said. “It’s very, very
difficult to get a life-sustaining or family-sustaining job directly out of high
school without any secondary education.”
The FAFSA, short for
Free Application for Feder-
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al Student Aid, is required
for students to be eligible
for federal Pell grants and
student loans. It’s also
often a requirement for
state aid. Students who
complete the form are far
more likely to enroll in college, studies have found,
and those who receive aid
are more likely to stay in
college.
In the four weeks starting
March 13, the number of
completed applications was
down 45% compared to the
same period the year
before, according to the AP
analysis. It was sharpest at

See COLLEGE, PAGE 6A
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book post about Tobin’s
closing, customers and residents expressed their sadness.
Dave said the staff at
Tobin’s greatly appreciates
the support the store has
received from the community for the last 40-plus years.
“That’s what meant the
most, that’s what makes you
go the extra yard when people send you thank you
cards for doing what we consider routine things for
them,” Dave said. “That
n a Face- means a lot.”
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Title I schools, a federal
designation for public
schools that have larger
shares of low-income students, which saw a 52%
decrease, compared to a
39% slide at other public
schools.
Some students are still
pursuing a traditional
four-year
liberal
arts
degree, but doing so closer
to home. Carroll University Vice President of
Enrollment and Admission Teege Mettille said
the school has seen a 5%
increase in applications
from
students
within
Waukesha County.
Other students may
instead choose to start
local and transfer later.
Rolf Wegenke, president of
the Wisconsin Association
of Independent Colleges
and Universities, said as
much as 50% of students
now get their start at local
technical colleges. He
added there are plans in
the works to make transferring easier.
After a few semesters at
their local technical school
though, some would-be
transfers may find themselves liking the careeroriented experience more
than they expected.
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Waukesha County Technical College Financial Aid
Manager Justin Kehring
said there has been no drop
in applications there, and
the school’s online and
night course options are
attractive for students looking to work while pursuing
their degree. “If they’re
looking at some of our certificate programs, those are
typically one-year programs,” he said.
When it comes to blending work and learning,
Smyth said apprenticeships are a particularly
savvy option. With many
tech schools now working
closely with employers to
tailor curriculum so it
meets skill demands, job
prospects are favorable.
“Employers know exactly what they’re getting,”
Smyth said, adding that
knowledge gives students
confidence what they’re
learning will be relevant
to their careers after graduation.
Whatever trends emerge
come the fall semester, lifelong learning is one that’s
set to continue, Smyth
said:
“It’s no longer possible
to just get your degree and
think that you’re done
learning.”
Also contributing:
Associated Press

Heat will stay stuck on extra high
for July in most of U.S.
WASHINGTON (AP) —
Widespread and prolonged
extreme heat is baking the
contiguous United States
and meteorologists see no
relief in sight, except for a
brief time in a corner of the
Pacific Northwest. Next
week is likely to be worse
than this week. And the
entire Lower 48 states and
Alaska are likely to be
warmer than normal for
the last two weeks of July,
traditionally the hottest
time of year, according to
the National Weather Ser-

vice’s Climate Prediction
Center.
Next week, while close to
two-thirds of the country
will be warmer than normal, about 40% of the
Lower 48 has a moderate
risk of extreme and dangerous heat, said Climate Prediction Center meteorologist Matthew Rosencrans.
Next week, Wisconsin
could be battling it out with
the Southeast for the
nation’s hottest feels-like
temperature — which factors in humidity — with
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heat indices pushing past
100, Rosencrans said.
A giant ridge of high
pressure, parking hot air,
is stuck in the Southwest
and extends farther east
that usual, blocking cold
fronts from moving in,
Rosencrans said. And the
jet stream, a river of air
that keeps weather moving, has retreated to Canada, so nothing is pushing
the heat along. On top of
that, dry weather feeds the
heat in a ‘‘vicious feedback cycle,’’ he said.

Police fatally shoot gunman

Trade, and Consumer Protection (DATCP) is also
helping to facilitate the
Page : A06
delivery of approximately
60,000 masks to local food
processors and businesses.
“Whether it’s a school,
cheese plant or restaurant,
we are doing everything we
can to ensure that everyone
has access to the essential
resources and PPE they
need to prevent the spread
of COVID-19,” said Evers in
a statement. “As our economy continues to reopen, we
know businesses want to
protect their customers and
workers, and schools across
our state are preparing to
reopen safely for our kids,
educators, and staff, so
these efforts now are critically important to ensure
they have the resources and
supplies they need to keep
folks safe.”
A survey was sent to
school administrators in
mid-June to determine their
interest in an allotment
based on existing enrollment information. At least
398 public school districts,
23 charter schools and 617
private schools indicated
they would like to receive
supplies,
with
more
requests expected. The shipments are intended to supplement additional efforts
districts may choose to
undertake to purchase
masks and other PPE.
“Risk mitigation and
health factors will drive
decisions regarding school
operations this fall,” State
Superintendent
Carolyn
Stanford Taylor said. “This
allocation of cloth masks
and thermometers will
greatly help Wisconsin
schools as they plan appropriately for students to
return to school. I am grateful for the partnership
between the DPI and WEM,
which further supports
schools as officials work to
ensure the safety and health
of our students, educators,
and families.”
The approximately 60,000
masks for which the DATCP
is facilitating distribution
includes 22,500 masks for
the Wisconsin Restaurant
Association, 22,500 masks
for small grocers through
the Wisconsin Grocers
Association, 8,000 masks for
small
food
processors
through the Midwest Food
Products Association, 2,500
masks for small cheese
plants through the Wisconsin Cheese Makers Association, 2,000 masks for small
meat processors, and 2,000
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masks for the
Wisconsin
Petroleum Marketers and

