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By Alex Nemec
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OCONOMOWOC — After
over 100 years in business,
Tobin’s in Oconomowoc
will be closing its doors this
fall due to “multiple rea-
sons,” with COVID-19 being
the final blow to the iconic
Lake Country pharmacy. 

Owner Dave Schultz said
the biggest reason behind
the closing is the lack of
reimbursement for its
pharmacy services —
which represents over 50%
of Tobin’s business. 

“We’re currently being
paid below the actual cost
of the medication on 24%
of the prescriptions we
fill,” Dave said. 

Schultz said Tobin’s
final day of business will
be Oct. 14, at which point
Thirst Church will move
in. Thirst announced the
move on their Facebook
page Monday afternoon. 

To help try and alleviate
the loss in revenue from
the pharmaceutical com-
panies, both Dave and his
brother Doug Schultz went
to Madison last year to tes-
tify before the state Legis-
lature about how the prac-
tices in place were killing
independent pharmacies. 

“There need to be laws in
place to prevent this
manipulative, monopolis-
tic practices going on
because it’s literally shut-
ting down all of the inde-
pendent family-owned
pharmacies,” Doug said. 

When their testimony
fell flat with the state lead-
ers, no change was
brought and their last
chance to keep their busi-

ness failed, Doug said,
they began looking at sell-
ing the business in Jan-
uary. 

As part of closing, Dave
said Tobin’s will continue
to service its pharmacy
and hearing aid customers
until September. 

“I know some people are
going to be concerned, but
that will be taken care of,”
Dave said. 

Tough to say goodbye 
Dave and Doug have

owned the business since
1981 and Dave said Tobin’s
has been their life the last
39 years. 

“The toughest part about
closing is going to be miss-
ing the relationships we’ve
had with our employees,
our customers and our
patients,” Dave said. 

Doug said the brothers

thought about closing the
pharmacy portion of the
business and just operat-
ing it as a retail store, but
decided against it. 
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WAUKESHA — Friday
Night Live’s 2020 season has
officially been postponed
and possibly canceled due to
recent spikes in COVID-19
cases in the state and county.

Susie Taylor, co-owner of
People’s Park and event
organizer for Friday Night
Live, said the decision, made
Tuesday evening, was very
difficult.

“I was a little skeptical
because I saw the COVID
numbers rising,” she said.
“So today when I talked to
the mayor and the city
administrator and commu-
nicated with the police
chief ... because of the
spike and the spread of
COVID we felt it was the
best decision to postpone
and possibly cancel Friday
Night Live 2020 because the
numbers are going up,”
Taylor said.

The permit for the down-
town music festival was
approved by the city June 30
and Taylor was working
hard to put together its first
concert series for Friday.

Taylor said they had signs
printed for social distancing
and she put in hundreds of
hours trying to throw the
event together despite the
pandemic.

Although she is greatly
disappointed, Taylor said
she’d feel worse if COVID-19
cases spread because of the
event.

“During these changing
times I think most people
are understanding that this
is the way life is right now,”
she said.

Mayor Shawn Reilly said
he sent an email Tuesday
afternoon strongly urging
FNL not be held due to the
spiking COVID-19 numbers.

“The county has a recom-
mendation to not have gath-
erings of more than 100 peo-
ple, the COVID numbers
have been going up in alarm-
ing numbers and ... I’m not

prohibiting it but they asked
me what I thought about it
and I said I think it’s not a
good idea,” Reilly said.

Taylor said she so badly
wanted the concerts to take
place, not only for the com-
munity but for the down-
town businesses.

Friday 
Night Live 
postponed,

possibly 
canceled

FNL organizer: Recent
spike in COVID-19
numbers to blame 

By the numbers

Waukesha County 
COVID-19 cases 

Confirmed cases
■ Active: 328
■ Recovered: 1,045
■ Deceased: 39
■ Cumulative case total: 1,412
■ Daily confirmed case count:
29

Emergency department visits
■ COVID-9 symptoms: 5
■ Flu symptoms: 3

County weekly unemployment
claims: 13,500

■ Percentage positive test
results: 4.3%
■ Percentage cases requiring
hospitalization: 12%
■ Cases per 100,000 popula-
tion: 358.3
■ State average cases per
100,000 population: 563.4
■ Case fatality percentage: 3%
■ State average fatality 
percentage: 2%

Hardest-hit municipalities 
by cases
■ Waukesha: 419
■ New Berlin: 145
■ Menomonee Falls: 126
■ Brookfield: 113

Most affected age group:
20-29 years

Wisconsin
■ Deaths: 805
■ Positive tests: 32,556
■ Negative tests: 601,012

Source: Waukesha County COVID Case
Dashboard, Wisconsin Department of

Health Services 

Tobin’s in Oconomowoc 
closing after 106 years

COVID-19
final blow to
Lake Country

staple 

Alex Nemec/Freeman Staff

Dave Schultz, middle left, and his brother Doug Schultz, middle right, stand with their wives
Shirley, left, and Ruth, right, Tuesday afternoon. Dave and Doug announced they would be
closing Tobin’s on Oct. 14.

Submitted photo

A photo of the old Tobin’s location in downtown Oconomowoc.
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PEWAUKEE — The coro-
navirus pandemic appears
to have some high school
graduates rethinking their
college plans. 

The number of high
school seniors applying for
U.S. federal college aid
plunged in the weeks fol-
lowing the sudden closure
of school buildings this
spring. In the first weeks of
the pandemic, the number
of new applications fell by
nearly half compared to

last year’s levels, fueled by
a precipitous decline
among students at low-
income schools, according
to an Associated Press
analysis of federal data.
The numbers have risen as
states and schools have
launched campaigns urg-
ing students to apply for
aid, but they remain down
overall from last year.

It’s raising alarms among
education officials who say
thousands of students may
be opting to delay or forgo
college, with potentially
dire consequences for their
job prospects and future

earnings.
Some kids are simply

choosing to go straight into
the workforce, but even for
those who are certain
which career path they’d
like to pursue, college edu-
cation is ideal, said Conor
Smyth, spokesman for the
Wisconsin Technical Col-
lege system. 

“What was true pre-pan-
demic remains true,”
Smyth said. “It’s very, very
difficult to get a life-sus-
taining or family-sustain-
ing job directly out of high
school without any sec-
ondary education.” 

The FAFSA, short for
Free Application for Feder-

al Student Aid, is required
for students to be eligible
for federal Pell grants and
student loans. It’s also
often a requirement for
state aid. Students who
complete the form are far
more likely to enroll in col-
lege, studies have found,
and those who receive aid
are more likely to stay in
college.

In the four weeks starting
March 13, the number of
completed applications was
down 45% compared to the
same period the year
before, according to the AP
analysis. It was sharpest at

Dip in college aid applications spurs worry 
More students choosing local schools 

See FNL, PAGE 6ASee COLLEGE, PAGE 6A
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MILWAUKEE (AP) — A
man armed with a shot-
gun was killed by police as
he tried to enter a Milwau-
kee veterans hospital,
according to Department
of Veterans Affairs offi-
cials. 

The man was stopped by
VA police outside an
entrance to the Milwaukee
VA Medical Center about
8:40 p.m. Monday. Police
ordered him to drop his
gun, but he refused and
threatened police, who
fired multiple shots,
authorities said. 

He was taken to the hos-
pital’s emergency depart-

ment, where he died, offi-
cials said. No one else was
injured, the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel reported. 

The gunman was not
identified and details
about why he was at the
hospital weren’t immedi-
ately released. In a state-
ment, the Milwaukee VA
Medical Center said Tues-
day the man was not a vet-
eran. 

Besides the hospital, the
property also includes a
nursing home and a domi-
ciliary for inpatient sub-
stance abuse and psychi-
atric rehabilitation. The
medical center remains

open, operating under
normal COVID-19 proto-
cols, but only veterans
with appointments or
emergencies should come
to the hospital.
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Tobin’s 
From Page 1A

“We would’ve lost the foot
traffic that the pharmacy
brings in,” Doug said. “So I
don’t think it would’ve been
a good idea. The whole
gamut of natural products,
over the counter products
and pharmacy products, it
all goes together.”

Doug said the process has
been an emotional roller
coaster for him because
Tobin’s has been such an

iconic part of the communi-
ty since 1973. That’s when
Dave and Doug’s father Don
bought the business.

“From ’73 to now is a long
time. We’ve had an impact
on the community because
people love to come some-
where where they get great
service, great people to talk
to,” Doug said. "We’ve
always driven to give people
the best possible service we
can give them and the most
knowledgeable people work-
ing here.”

In comments on a Face-

book post about Tobin’s
closing, customers and resi-
dents expressed their sad-
ness. 

Dave said the staff at
Tobin’s greatly appreciates
the support the store has
received from the communi-
ty for the last 40-plus years. 

“That’s what meant the
most, that’s what makes you
go the extra yard when peo-
ple send you thank you
cards for doing what we con-
sider routine things for
them,” Dave said. “That
means a lot.”

FNL
From Page 1A

“Downtown business —
the galleries, the stores and
the restaurants need FNL
more than ever, but safety
comes first,” she said. “So if I
would ask the community to
do anything it would be to
come down and support
these businesses because

they need that to stay alive.”
Taylor said she hopes FNL

2020 will continue this year;
however, she isn’t certain if
it will.

“(FNL’s) like magic in the
air, Main Street becomes a
different street, people come
downtown that normally
don’t come downtown, it just
produces a fun energy in
Downtown Waukesha,” she
said.

College
From Page 1A

Title I schools, a federal
designation for public
schools that have larger
shares of low-income stu-
dents, which saw a 52%
decrease, compared to a
39% slide at other public
schools.

Some students are still
pursuing a traditional
four-year liberal arts
degree, but doing so closer
to home. Carroll Universi-
ty Vice President of
Enrollment and Admis-
sion Teege Mettille said
the school has seen a 5%
increase in applications
from students within
Waukesha County. 

Other students may
instead choose to start
local and transfer later.
Rolf Wegenke, president of
the Wisconsin Association
of Independent Colleges
and Universities, said as
much as 50% of students
now get their start at local
technical colleges. He
added there are plans in
the works to make trans-
ferring easier. 

After a few semesters at
their local technical school
though, some would-be
transfers may find them-
selves liking the career-
oriented experience more
than they expected.

Waukesha County Tech-
nical College Financial Aid
Manager Justin Kehring
said there has been no drop
in applications there, and
the school’s online and
night course options are
attractive for students look-
ing to work while pursuing
their degree. “If they’re
looking at some of our cer-
tificate programs, those are
typically one-year pro-
grams,” he said. 

When it comes to blend-
ing work and learning,
Smyth said apprentice-
ships are a particularly
savvy option. With many
tech schools now working
closely with employers to
tailor curriculum so it
meets skill demands, job
prospects are favorable. 

“Employers know exact-
ly what they’re getting,”
Smyth said, adding that
knowledge gives students
confidence what they’re
learning will be relevant
to their careers after grad-
uation.

Whatever trends emerge
come the fall semester, life-
long learning is one that’s
set to continue, Smyth
said: 

“It’s no longer possible
to just get your degree and
think that you’re done
learning.”

Also contributing:
Associated Press 

Submitted photo

A picture of Tobin’s from 1913 prior to its moving to Oconomowoc nearly 60 years later.

MADISON — Gov. Tony
Evers on Tuesday
announced additional
efforts to distribute person-
al protective equipment
(PPE) to schools, food pro-
cessors and businesses
across the state. Wisconsin
Emergency Management
(WEM) will begin shipping
more than 2 million cloth
face masks and more than
4,200 infrared thermometers
to K-12 public, charter and
private schools throughout
the state. The Wisconsin
Department of Agriculture,
Trade, and Consumer Pro-
tection (DATCP) is also
helping to facilitate the
delivery of approximately
60,000 masks to local food
processors and businesses.

“Whether it’s a school,
cheese plant or restaurant,
we are doing everything we
can to ensure that everyone
has access to the essential
resources and PPE they
need to prevent the spread
of COVID-19,” said Evers in
a statement. “As our econo-
my continues to reopen, we
know businesses want to
protect their customers and
workers, and schools across
our state are preparing to
reopen safely for our kids,
educators, and staff, so
these efforts now are criti-
cally important to ensure
they have the resources and
supplies they need to keep
folks safe.” 

A survey was sent to
school administrators in
mid-June to determine their
interest in an allotment
based on existing enroll-
ment information. At least
398 public school districts,
23 charter schools and 617
private schools indicated
they would like to receive
supplies, with more
requests expected. The ship-
ments are intended to sup-
plement additional efforts
districts may choose to
undertake to purchase
masks and other PPE.

“Risk mitigation and
health factors will drive
decisions regarding school
operations this fall,” State
Superintendent Carolyn
Stanford Taylor said. “This
allocation of cloth masks
and thermometers will
greatly help Wisconsin
schools as they plan appro-
priately for students to
return to school. I am grate-
ful for the partnership
between the DPI and WEM,
which further supports
schools as officials work to
ensure the safety and health
of our students, educators,
and families.”

The approximately 60,000
masks for which the DATCP
is facilitating distribution
includes 22,500 masks for
the Wisconsin Restaurant
Association, 22,500 masks
for small grocers through
the Wisconsin Grocers
Association, 8,000 masks for
small food processors
through the Midwest Food
Products Association, 2,500
masks for small cheese
plants through the Wiscon-
sin Cheese Makers Associa-
tion, 2,000 masks for small
meat processors, and 2,000
masks for the Wisconsin
Petroleum Marketers and
Convenience Store Associa-
tion for public-facing work-
ers. The cloth masks and
infrared thermometers
were supplied by the Feder-
al Emergency Management
Agency at no cost to the
state.

Evers
announces
efforts to
distribute

PPE to
schools and
businesses

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Widespread and prolonged
extreme heat is baking the
contiguous United States
and meteorologists see no
relief in sight, except for a
brief time in a corner of the
Pacific Northwest. Next
week is likely to be worse
than this week. And the
entire Lower 48 states and
Alaska are likely to be
warmer than normal for
the last two weeks of July,
traditionally the hottest
time of year, according to
the National Weather Ser-

vice’s Climate Prediction
Center.  

Next week, while close to
two-thirds of the country
will be warmer than nor-
mal, about 40% of the
Lower 48 has a moderate
risk of extreme and danger-
ous heat, said Climate Pre-
diction Center meteorolo-
gist Matthew Rosencrans. 

Next week, Wisconsin
could be battling it out with
the Southeast for the
nation’s hottest feels-like
temperature — which fac-
tors in humidity — with

heat indices pushing past
100, Rosencrans said. 

A giant ridge of high
pressure, parking hot air,
is stuck in the Southwest
and extends farther east
that usual, blocking cold
fronts from moving in,
Rosencrans said. And the
jet stream, a river of air
that keeps weather mov-
ing, has retreated to Cana-
da, so nothing is pushing
the heat along. On top of
that, dry weather feeds the
heat in a ‘‘vicious feed-
back cycle,’’ he said.

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) —
The U.S. Department of Edu-
cation is attempting to take
pandemic relief funds away
from K-12 public schools and
divert the money to private
schools, California and four
other states argued in a law-
suit filed Tuesday against the
Trump administration. 

California Attorney Gener-
al Xavier Becerra and Michi-
gan Attorney General Dana
Nessel announced the law-
suit, which was joined by
Maine, New Mexico, Wiscon-
sin and the District of
Columbia. The suit also
names Education Secretary
Betsy DeVos as a defendant. 

Becerra said the depart-
ment unlawfully interpreted
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief
and Economic Security Act,
which established guidelines
to distribute $13.2 billion in
aid to schools nationwide
using Title I funds ear-
marked for students from
low-income families. 

The department’s interpre-
tation will instead allow pub-
lic schools to get funds based
on their total student popula-
tion, leading tens of millions
of dollars to be diverted from
public schools in the poorest
districts to private institu-

tions with tuition similar to
that charged by private col-
leges, the lawsuit says. 

The Department of Educa-
tion didn’t immediately
respond to an email seeking
comment.  

The policy has been con-
tested by public school offi-
cials who say the funding
should be shared based on
the number of low-income
students at local private
schools rather than their
total enrollments. That’s how
funding is shared with pri-
vate schools under other fed-
eral rules that Congress ref-
erenced in the legislation
creating the relief aid. But
DeVos has said the funding is
separate from other federal
aid and was meant to support
all students. 

The Great Lakes Education
Project, a Michigan group co-
founded by DeVos long before
she became education secre-
tary, criticized the lawsuit. 

‘‘The coronavirus did not
discriminate based on the
kind of schools Michigan
kids attend, and neither did
the governor’s executive
order shuttering every
school building in the state,’’
said executive director Beth
DeShone.    

States suing 
U.S. department 
over virus relief

funds for schools

MADISON — Assembly
Republicans are calling on
Gov. Tony Evers to help
unemployed workers at
press conferences around
the state today. 

Speaker Robin Vos, R-
Rochester, will join his col-
leagues Reps. Jessie
Rodriguez, R-Oak Creek;
Dan Knodl, R-German-
town; Ken Skowronski, R-

Franklin; Robert Wittke, R-
Racine; Janel Brandtjen; R-
Menomonee Falls; and Jim
Ott, R-Mequon in Oak
Creek.

They will announce a
plan to assist the more than
100-thousand unemployed
workers who have been
waiting to have their
claims adjudicated by the
Evers administration.

Assembly GOP to announce 
plan for unemployment relief

Police fatally shoot gunman 
at VA hospital in Milwaukee

Heat will stay stuck on extra high
for July in most of U.S.
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