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MILWAUKEE — With the
Milwaukee Bucks in the
NBA Finals for the first
time in decades, fans are
coming together to cheer
their team on in public
venues, but multiple fac-
tors have combined to
make this season a special
one. 

“I look at what’s going on
right now and it’s like the
perfect storm for Milwau-
kee,” said Marc Smathers,
an instructor in business
management at Waukesha
County Technical College.
Fiserv Forum and the sur-
rounding Deer District
neighborhood for sports
entertainment are new and

ready, millions are eager to
go out again after the pan-
demic, and the Bucks them-
selves are competing for
the championship. 

“All of these combine to
just be like a boom for the
industries,” Smathers said.
“I equate it to the Chicago
Bulls back in 1992 when
they just built the United
(Center).” That’s when
Michael Jordan came on
board, kicking off a
dynasty and transforming
the surrounding neighbor-

hood from dilapidated
buildings into fine dining,
bars and entertainment
venues. In Milwaukee’s
case, the neighborhood is
already eager and capable

of riding the wave. 
The Deer District offers

30 acres of venues for fans
to watch the game in per-
son or on hundreds of
screens, enjoy food and
drink, and more. The busi-
nesses designed to accom-
modate visitors looking for
a good time are among
those most in need of a
boost, too. 

“The excitement in the
Deer District throughout
the playoffs and now the
finals has been electric,”
said Waukesha County
Business Alliance Presi-
dent and CEO Suzanne Kel-
ley. “To see the industries
that were hit the hardest
during the pandemic thriv-
ing in not only Milwaukee,
but our region and the state
is a win for Wisconsin.
From restaurants and
hotels to suppliers and
retail stores, the Bucks
have truly accelerated our
economic recovery."
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Starry Nights Cruisin’ At The Wilson Center,
begins at 4 p.m. Friday, 3270 Mitchell Park
Drive, Brookfield. www.wilson-center.com/clas-
sic-vehicle-night

Friday Flicks, “The Croods: A New Age,”
8:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. Friday, Elm Grove Village
Park, 13600 Juneau Blvd.

Sussex Lions Daze, Friday through Sunday,
Sussex Village Park, W244-N6125 Weaver
Drive, Sussex. www.sussexlions.org/lionsdaze

61st Annual Mukwonago Croatian Day Fest,
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday, Field Park (high-

ways 83 & NN), Mukwonago. Free admission
and parking.

Dancing in the Streets, Motown and Soul
Hits, 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. Sunday, Sunset Play-
house, 700 Wall St., Elm Grove. 262-782-4430,
https://sunsetplayhouse.com/

Delafield Block Party: Food and Music 
Festival, 5 p.m. to midnight Friday and Satur-
day, downtown Delafield. https://delafieldcham-
ber.com/

New Berlin Historical Society Open House
and Ice Cream Social, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sun-

day, Historical Park, 19765 W. National Ave.
Visit historic houses, a schoolhouse, log home,
and church. Kids will love helping make ice
cream, petting the miniature horse and riding
the barrel train. Free admission. Food/drinks
available. Facebook: New-Berlin-WI-Histori-
cal–Society.

Ice Cream Social, noon to 4 p.m. Sunday,
Clark House Museum/Steele Exhibit Bldg., 206
E. Wisconsin Ave., Pewaukee. Hosted by the
Pewaukee Area Historical Society. Old time
games, entertainment, museum tours and ice
cream treats for purchase. Free event. 262-
691-0233, www.pewaukeehistory.org.
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WEATHER
Tomorrow:

Partly 
cloudy

High 74 
Low 59

See complete forecast on 6A
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Deer District, Corners
of Brookfield offer
Bucks watch parties 

SHARED
PASSION

Submitted photo 

Bucks fans come together at The Corners of Brookfield to cheer on their team in the NBA
Finals.

Submitted photo 

Fans pack together to cheer on the Milwaukee Bucks in the
Deer District.

Bucks vs Suns in
NBA Finals game 2
■ 8 p.m. tonight, live on ABC 

Bucks 0-1, Suns 1-0 

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA — Former
Waukesha Alderman Aaron
Perry pleaded guilty to two
misdemeanors Wednesday
and saw remaining felony
and misdemeanor charges
dismissed and read in as
part of a plea agreement
after a Nov. 9, 2020  domestic
incident

Perry pleaded guilty to
counts of disorderly conduct

and criminal damage to
property, both involving
domestic abuse, in a plea
agreement that dismissed
felony counts of false
imprisonment and intimi-
dating a victim, as well as
misdemeanor charges of
battery and three counts of
child neglect. He was
ordered to serve two years
on probation, with Circuit
Court Judge J. Arthur
Melvin III imposing but
staying seven months in jail.
Melvin also left open the

possibility that probation
could be terminated early.

Under probation, Perry
will be required to undergo
AODA assessment and fol-
low through with any treat-
ment recommended; be
under absolute sobriety;
may not possess alcohol or
controlled substances with-
out a valid prescription; fol-
low through with assess-
ment, evaluation and treat-
ment recommended by an
agent; undergo domestic vio-
lence counseling; and com-

ply with family court orders
involving the victim.

Melvin also dismissed and
read in a pending charge of
felony bail jumping related
to a Door County incident.

A request for comment
from Perry and his attorney
Cassandra Miller was
declined Wednesday follow-
ing the hearing.

Perry had been facing two
felony charges and six mis-
demeanor charges related to
the alleged domestic inci-
dent, including one count of

battery, one count of crimi-
nal damage to property, one
count of disorderly conduct,
one count of intimidate vic-
tim/damage property, one
count of false imprisonment
and three counts of neglect-
ing a child-specified harm
did not occur.

According to the com-
plaint, Perry had left his
children alone outside on
Nov. 9 and later had an alter-
cation with his ex-wife in
the elevator of his apart-
ment, breaking her phone
and grabbing her for an
extended period of time.
Perry was later arrested

that day by Waukesha Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department
deputies.

At the Wednesday hear-
ing, Assistant District Attor-
ney Molly Schmidt argued
Perry’s behavior was due to
his drinking. Perry was
most recently arrested in
Door County in late June. In
court, Schmidt said that
incident was related to a
fight with his girlfriend,
who called the police on
Perry for using her vehicle.
Schmidt said Perry was also
intoxicated.

Former Waukesha alderman pleads guilty to two misdemeanors
Perry sentenced to two months’ probation; 7-month jail sentence stayed

See PERRY, PAGE 2A
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WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha School Board
discussed but took no
action on equity and cul-
turally responsive teach-
ing practices at their meet-
ing Wednesday night, with
uncertainty looming over
annual teacher training on
Aug. 23 and 24. 

Board members Bill
Baumgart and Corey Mon-
tiho were absent from
Wednesday’s meeting, but
were excused. 

At the request of board
member Anthony Zenobia,
the district presented its
vision regarding equity in
education at the Teaching
and Learning Committee
Tuesday. That presentation
included a proposed but

not finalized statement on
equity emphasizing a wel-
coming school culture pro-
viding all students tools
and learning opportuni-
ties to reach their full
potential and more. The
statement is currently
pending feedback and pos-
sible changes from the
school board. 

Zenobia said while he
believes in diversity, equity
and inclusion, he wants to
avoid “drawing a division
on the line of race,” saying
divisiveness could lead to
declining enrollment and

WAUKESHA SCHOOL BOARD

No action 
on equity, 
culturally
responsive
teaching

Under next year’s COVID
policy, face-to-face 
and virtual options 

will both be available

What do you think?

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  

SOUND OFF

See BOARD, PAGE 6A
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Those seeking to enjoy a
shared experience but not
interested in a 20,000-person
crowd have options too. At
The Corners of Brookfield,
locals can come enjoy a
watch party on a 20-foot
screen at Market Square on
game days. 

Marketing and Events
Director Chelsea Roessler
said one benefit of the venue
is the variety it has to offer.

“People like choice,” she
said, and that can range from
margaritas and craft beer to
pizza, tacos and frozen
yogurt. 

“Somebody said we’re the
‘West Beer Deer District,’”
Roessler said. “What we’re
hearing from people is
(they’re) wanting to support
the businesses.” With a walk-
up bar and multiple takeout
options, visitors can get a
meal and a drink without
having to take their eyes off
the game. 

One of those businesses is
BelAir Cantina, where $2
tacos and Mexican beers on

Tuesdays and Thursdays line
up neatly with the NBA
Finals. 

“The environment (Tues-
day) was electrifying,” said
BelAir Director of Opera-
tions Matt Roman Lopez.
“After last year, it’s really
appreciated. And we’re
thrilled with our partners at
The Corners. They’ve really
got an amazing setup at the
square.” 

BelAir also has a venue on
Water Street in Milwaukee,
which is a popular spot for
Deer District patrons to stop
before or after a game. 

“We see plenty of boxes
stacked up next to the trash
can after what we hope is a
victory (and) we love to see
the boxes in peoples’ laps,”
said Grimaldi’s Coal Brick-
Oven Pizzeria General Man-
ager Jamil Malik. Tuesday is
also half-off wine night at

Grimaldi’s, which is a popu-
lar option during the games
at The Corners, Malik said. 

Nearby, Orange Leaf
Frozen Yogurt said business
ramps up at half time. 

“This has got to be an
incredible boost for those
restaurants and bars that suf-
fered from the pandemic,”
Smathers said, adding he’s
seen estimates as high as $4
million per playoff game in
revenue generation. 

Looking ahead, Smathers
said the new venue and sur-
rounding neighborhood,
with its design emphasized
on keeping fans in the local
area, is set to become the
standard of the next wave of
professional sports arenas,
offering something for every-
one. 

“You don’t have to be a bas-
ketball fan to enjoy the Deer
District,” he said. 

By the numbers

Waukesha County 
COVID-19 cases 

Confirmed cases
■ Deceased: 575
■ Activity level: 12.8 cases
per 100,000 people

■ Cases per 100,000 pop-
ulation: 11,079.6
■ State average cases per
100,000 population:
10,608.5
■ Case fatality percentage:

1.3%
■ State average fatality
percentage: 1.2%

Total vaccine doses
administered: 224,168

Wisconsin
■ Deaths: 7,331
■ Positive tests: 613,280
■ Negative tests:
2,991,064

Source: Waukesha County COVID
Case Dashboard, Wisconsin

Department of Health Services
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Lottery

Wednesday, July 7
WISCONSIN

Daily Pick 3                        0-6-6
Daily Pick 4                     5-7-7-7 
Megabucks       8-16-20-21-39-40 
SuperCash       5-20-28-31-32-39
SuperCash Doubler: No 
Powerball              8-21-30-49-57
Powerball                                 8
Power Play                               2
Badger 5               5-13-20-21-29 

262-542-2500
Hours: M-F  8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

801 N. Barstow St., P.O. Box 7,
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Speedbump

Submitted photo

Averie Merriweather represents the Waukesha Xtreme
Dance Team “itty bittys team” during the Fourth of July
parade on Sunday.

Submit your happy photos. Include your name, commu-
nity name and a little bit of information about the photo.
If people or pets are pictured, please include their names
too. And help us share some reasons to smile every day!
Email to Katherine Beck at kbeck@conleynet.com.

By Alex Nemec
anemec@conleynet.com

262-513-2661

OCONOMOWOC — The Oz Plaza in
downtown Oconomowoc is getting a sig-
nificant makeover as Joe Boysa and his
daughter Lauren brush on the new
mural of the Emerald City. 

Joe Boysa said in an interview that
the initial concept of the mural was
pitched to the city a few years ago and
that the design used was drawn by Lau-
ren when she was just 16.

Joe Boysa is the owner of Dynamic
Faux Finishing and he does work paint-
ing rooms with realistic finishes. 

Lauren Boysa, who is going to study
fine arts and major in painting at Boston
University this fall, said it’s “super cool”
to be working with her dad as part of the
family business. 

“To be in the field and actually work-
ing with professional painter like my
dad is totally different than just having
an art teacher or mentor,” Lauren Boysa
said. “I feel like I definitely learn quick-
er with my dad.”

Lauren Boysa is doing almost all the
fine details of the project, while Joe
Boysa helped prepare the wall to be
painted including cleaning it and paint-
ing a layer of white to prep it for Lauren. 

One of Lauren’s first projects with her
dad was a painting inside of Golosi
downtown and she said that project was
harder because she had never worked
with her dad before on a professional
level, but said that has since changed.

“Now I kind of know how he operates
in his element rather than just like at
home being my dad,” Lauren Boysa
said. “I definitely feel like I have learned
a lot just from the three weeks we’ve
been together so far and definitely more
to come in the next month and a half.”

Joe Boysa said seeing his daughter’s
progress from a young student who did-

n’t have confidence in her art ability to
someone taking on a full wall mural has
been “wonderful.”

“It’s just nice to see that she has drive
and wants to do something right,” Joe
Boysa said. “… It’s cool for me to see her
excel and do something I think is valu-
able.” 

Joe Boysa said he started working
right out of high school painting apart-
ments and in a lot of ways is jealous of
the opportunities Lauren has to pursue
art as her career at one of the best art
schools in the country. 

“She gets to go to the coast and learn
how to be an artist and when she’s done
she’ll have a degree in fine arts and a
teaching certificate to teach art classes,”
Joe Boysa said. “I think that is just awe-
some. She gets to live her life.” 

Both Lauren and Joe said they don’t
have any special connection to “The
Wizard of Oz” movie itself, but recog-
nized their connection with the

acclaimed film comes from its intimate
connection with the city they love. 

“It’s something we’re very proud of,”
Lauren Boysa said. “ … To be able to
create something that will be here for
years upon years, it’s just very special to
me.”

She recognized her mural isn’t exactly
the typical summer job for a high school
student going off to college in the fall. 

However, she also recognized how
important it is to her personally that she
has this opportunity to leave a lasting
mark in Oconomowoc. 

“With me leaving and going so far
away, to have done this and have people
come and enjoy it. It’s so rewarding,”
Lauren Boysa said.

The mural is set to be finished later
this summer in time for the Festival of
the Arts. 

Joe Boysa said he is going to post peri-
odic updates on his Dynamic Faux Fin-
ishes’ Instagram page @realfauxjoe. 

OHS grad painting Oz mural downtown
Father, daughter

working on project
together 

Alex Nemec/Freeman Staff 

Joe Boysa, owner of Dynamic Faux Finishes, stands with his daughter Lauren Boysa
in front of the Oz Mural in the Oz Plaza in downtown Oconomowoc.

WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha Common Coun-
cil voted 8-6 to allow its
members to appear up to
two times a calendar year
virtually — creating a limit
to how many virtual
appearances council mem-
bers are allowed.

Council members also
agreed virtual attendance
does not count for closed
session items.

Alderwoman Kathleen
Cummings and Alderman
Dean Lemke had requested
that council members be
able to attend up to two
council meetings virtually
per year.

Cummings said no virtu-
al rules were in place after
an emergency order related
to the COVID-19 pandemic
was lifted by the council.
However, City Attorney

Brian Running said virtual
participation is allowed,
although it is discouraged.

Running recommended
requiring in-person atten-
dance at meetings due to
issues created during
closed session items.

Cummings said the rule
is to allow council members
to have more flexibility if
they have an emergency or
if a member is sick. She
said she advocated for the
council to move back to in-
person meetings when they
were still meeting virtually.
She said while in-person
meetings are ideal, having
flexibility is also a positive.

After about 20 minutes of
discussion on the item
Tuesday, a majority of
council members approved
two virtual appearances
per calendar year.

Waukesha council
approves virtual
appearance rules 

OCONOMWOC — A
Palmyra woman’s dog is
recovering from surgery
Wednesday after his spleen
was removed in order to test
tumors and prevent cancer.

John Hallett, with Hallett
Veterinary Hospital in
Oconomwoc, said there is the
possibility that the tumors on
the dog’s spleen are benign
and there are several possi-
bilities that they are malig-
nant. 

“We still don’t know what
type of tumor was in his
spleen but we’ll find out from
the pathologist probably in
the next week and then we’ll
make a plan for any follow-up
care that’s needed,” Hallett
said.

From there, Hallett said
they will look into what to do
about a swollen lymph node
in Rusty’s chest, which may
also be related to a tumor.

“He’s very stable, he’s wak-

ing up, he was a very good
surgery patient,” Hallett
said. “I did not find any other
abnormalities in the
abdomen while I was in
there.”

Rusty’s owner, Cheryl
Charles, is fundraising for
her dog’s surgery. Charles
was relieved to hear Rusty’s
surgery went well. She said
Hallett Veterinary Hospital
in Oconomwoc has helped
her tremendously.

To view the fundraiser
online, visit:
https://bit.ly/36iUv8f.

Rusty the dog recovering from
Wednesday surgery

Owner fundraising for dog’s treatment

Rusty

OCONOMOWOC

Perry
From Page 1A

According to online court
records, Perry is facing a
citation for operating with-
out a valid license in rela-
tion to that case. A bench
warrant had been issued
before Perry had been
arrested in Door County
due to an uncharged GPS
monitor through Wisconsin

Community Services.
Miller defended Perry,

saying it’s important to
show the “other side” of the
story, adding that Perry was
highly involved in the com-
munity, serving three alder-
manic terms in Waukesha
and running for an Wiscon-
sin Assembly position,
which he ultimately lost.

Miller also said Perry and
his ex-wife had been in a
“toxic relationship” and

argued both had been
involved in a disorderly
incident in the past. Miller
said the allegations were
not as bad as they were
made out to be in the com-
plaint.

Perry addressed the
court Wednesday and said
it has been a very difficult
process and he takes own-
ership of his part in the
incident. When asked
about treatment by Melvin,

Perry said his alcohol use,
a disease, will be a lifelong
struggle; however, he has
been using counseling, sup-
port groups and in-patient
treatment.

Melvin addressed Perry
prior to sentencing, asking
him to set a plan to remain
sober. Melvin said Perry
needed to develop a plan to
deal with life stress in the
future to prevent a relapse
and said things won’t

always go his way.
Melvin said domestic vio-

lence is very troubling and
serious. Before reading
Perry’s sentence Wednes-
day, Melvin said he could
tell Perry cares deeply
about the community due to
his past role as an alder-
man; however, the commu-
nity also includes the vic-
tims involved in the inci-
dent — his children and for-
mer wife.


