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Evers signs
GOP-written
state budget

with $2B 
tax cut

WHITEFISH BAY (AP) —
Gov. Tony Evers signed the
Republican-written state
budget Thursday, enacting
a two-year spending plan
that includes a $2 billion
income tax cut while mak-
ing 50 largely minor par-
tial vetoes, saying unfin-
ished business still needs
to be addressed. 

The budget will also cut
property taxes for the
owner of an average home
by $100 next year, ends a
University of Wisconsin
tuition freeze in place for
eight years, increases
salaries for state employ-
ees and basically holds K-
12 funding flat. 

Evers also announced
that schools will be receiv-
ing $100 million more in
federal funds to use as
they wish. 

Both Evers, who signed
the budget, and the Repub-
licans who wrote and
passed it, took credit for
the tax cut made possible
by a revenue surplus. 

Evers, a Democrat who
is running for re-election
next year, cast it as a
bipartisan effort even
though the tax cut was
added to the budget by
Republican lawmakers.
Only seven Democrats out
of 49 voted for the budget.
Evers’ original budget
would have raised taxes,
primarily on manufactur-
ers and the wealthy, by
more than $1 billion. 

Legislators react
to Gov. Tony

Evers signing the
two-year budget
“...The plan the gover-

nor sent us was unwork-
able. It spent too much,
taxed too much and
removed reforms that led
our state’s turnaround...

“Republi-
cans put
working
families
first.
Instead of
the gover-
nor’s pro-
posed plan
with more

than $1 billion in tax hikes
and massive spending
increases during a pan-
demic, Republicans cut
taxes by $3.4 billion — the
largest tax cut in state his-
tory. Our budget funds our
shared priorities like
health care, schools and
infrastructure. We
restored two-thirds fund-
ing for public education
and invested in health
care workers, nursing
homes and caregivers.
Republicans delivered a
budget that is good for tax-
payers, workings and for
families.”

— State Sen. Alberta
Darling, R-River Hills

Darling

See REACT, PAGE 6ASee BUDGET, PAGE 6A

Offers immersive
way to experience

artist’s work
By Derek Johnson
Special to The Freeman

MILWAUKEE — If you go
to “Beyond Van Gogh: The

Immersive Experience”
expecting a traditional art
exhibit, you may be pleas-
antly surprised.

The exhibit, which is
being held at The Wiscon-
sin Center, 400 W Wiscon-
sin Ave., from today to
Sept. 19, showcases paint-
ings that many people have

Derek Johnson/Special to The Freeman

Vincent van Gogh’s painting “Stary Night Over The Rhone” is
projected onto the walls of The Wisconsin Center ahead of the
opening of “Beyond Van Gogh: The Immersive Experience.”

‘Beyond Van Gogh’ 
art exhibit opens today

See EXHIBIT, PAGE 6A

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — Accord-
ing to a new report from the
Wisconsin Policy Forum,
the number of students
completing bachelor’s and
advanced degrees in health
science fields such as nurs-
ing has risen, but worker
shortages remain an issue. 

The Forum analyzed data
from the 18 institutions that
form the Higher Education
Regional Alliance, includ-
ing Carroll University and
Waukesha County Techni-

cal College. 
“These data show that the

total number of students
completing degrees and cer-
tificates in health science
fields at HERA institutions
was modestly higher in 2019
compared to 2011. The num-
ber of students completing
bachelor’s and advanced
degrees in health science
fields, however, was 45.6%
higher in 2019 than in 2011,”
the report finds.

“Meanwhile the number
of students completing
shorter certificate and asso-
ciate degree programs in
health science fields

declined by 14%. This sug-
gests some of the increase
in bachelor’s and advanced
degrees represents an
upward shift among stu-
dents to higher-level pro-
grams that require longer
time commitments.”

Senior Researcher Joe
Peterangelo said he was
surprised to see such a
sharp rise in more
advanced degrees compared
to certificates with shorter
timelines. 

“I knew there was always
a big demand for CNAs [cer-
tified nursing assistants] in
the region, so seeing the

number completing those
programs has dropped off
was surprising to me,” he
said. “There’s been discus-
sion of the nursing short-
age for quite a while, and
it’s at all levels.” 

Nurses earning higher degrees,
but staffing hurdles remain

File photo

WCTC nursing student McK-
ayla Nelson wears a mask
and goggles in  April 2020.

WCTC, Carroll seek to broaden applicant pool

AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin

PHOENIX — Phoenix Suns guard Devin Booker, left, shoots against Milwaukee Bucks forward P.J. Tucker during the sec-
ond half of Game 2 of basketball’s NBA Finals on Thursday in Phoenix. The Suns defeated the Bucks, 118-108, to take a 2-
0 lead in the best-of-7 series. ■ For full coverage, see 1B.

Steve and Nicole Kelly react after watching the Milwaukee
Bucks miss a free throw against the Phoenix Suns during a
showing of Thursday’s NBA Finals Game 2 at The Corners of
Brookfield.

Derek Johnson/Special to The Freeman

Watching the action
BROOKFIELD —  Elijah and Rachel Houser, from
Waukesha, enjoy the Bucks vs. Suns NBA Finals Game 2
at The Corners of Brookfield, 20111 W. Bluemound Road.
on Thursday.

Suns top Bucks again in Game 2

See NURSES, PAGE 6A
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Exhibit
From Page 1A

seen before. But unlike a tradi-
tional museum, the pieces of
art showcased aren’t static
paintings in a frame; they’re
moving projections that are dis-
played on the Wisconsin Cen-
ter’s walls and floors, accompa-
nied by tone-setting music that
plays throughout the exhibit.

The experience takes roughly
an hour to walk through and
features roughly 300 projec-
tions of the artist’s work. It
also has a room filled with facts
about Van Gogh and one filled
with splashes of color designed
to prepare audiences for the
main attraction.

Fanny Curtat, who works
with the French-Canadian team
Normal Studios that developed
the project, said creating all

these rooms was no small task.
She said her team spent over
six months figuring out how to
transform paintings into virtu-
al projections, choosing the
pieces of art for the experience
and finding venues that could
accommodate it.

However, she said that after
putting the experience togeth-
er, all the work her team put in
was worth it because of the
important message it tells. That
message, she said, is that beau-
ty can be created during mis-
ery, as Van Gogh created the
work that the exhibit showcas-
es while dealing with hardships
himself. Curtat said after peo-
ple have dealt with hardships of
their own during the pandemic,
she hopes they will see Van
Gogh’s work as an inspiration
that can give them hope for the
future.

“He’s one of the most rele-

vant artists right now,” Curtat
said.

It’s a message that many peo-
ple will be learning over the
coming months, too. According
to a press release, the exhibit
has already sold over 53,000
tickets in Milwaukee. After it’s
done showing in Wisconsin, it
will move to other locations
across the country, and Curtat
also said that her team is
already starting to work on
other exhibits using the projec-
tion technology they developed
for the Van Gogh Experience.

Until those exhibits are
announced, though, anyone
interested in attending the Van
Gogh Experience can purchase
tickets online at VanGoghMil-
waukee.com. Adult tickets are
$36.99, children’s tickets are
$23.99, and students as well as
seniors and military members
can purchase a ticket for $32.99. 

Budget
From Page 1A

‘‘I could have vetoed that,”
Evers said of the GOP tax
cut proposal. ‘‘I made a
promise to the taxpayers, to
the state, we would reduce
middle class taxes by 10%
and we did 15%. It is a bipar-
tisan effort.’’ 

The GOP co-chairs of the
budget committee called
Evers’ assertion ‘‘laugh-
able.’’ 

‘‘Gov. Tony Evers deserves
NO credit for signing our
budget,‘‘ Republican Senate
Majority Leader Devin
LeMahieu said in a state-
ment. ‘‘This was not a bipar-
tisan process of colleagues
sharing ideas. He got boxed
into a corner and rather than
fight for his unpopular bud-
get and risk a political
knockout, he and his team
threw in the towel and
signed our responsible bud-
get.’’  

Evers’ proposed budget
would have raised taxes by
$1.3 billion, and spent anoth-
er $2 billion. The Republican-
controlled legislature quick-
ly dismissed his plan, and
crafted one of their own.

“He is not a fighter. He is
not a leader. He did not sign
our conservative budget out
of bipartisan motives. He is
merely sensible enough to
recognize a better budget
when he sees one,”
LeMahieu added.

But Evers’ story is differ-
ent. The governor’s narra-
tive is that he cut taxes not
only in the new state budget,
but in the last state budget as
well.

“The tax relief comes after
the last biennium, where the
governor signed the 2019-21
biennial budget which,
together with 2019 Wisconsin
Act 10, provided an estimat-
ed $577 million in individual
income tax relief through
income tax rate reductions
targeting lower- and middle-
income earners,” Evers’
office said in a statement.

The average person earn-
ing $61,000 a year will see an
income tax cut of $488 this
tax year and $975 over the
next two years, state Rev-
enue Secretary Peter Barca
said at the bill signing cere-
mony at a suburban Milwau-
kee elementary school. 

Evers said he didn’t veto
the budget because that
would have jeopardized $2.3
billion in federal coron-
avirus relief funding for K-12
schools. That money only
comes to the state if funding
for schools increases enough
to meet federal require-
ments, which the budget as
signed would do. 

Evers also said he planned
to veto a bipartisan bill to
eliminate a property tax paid
by businesses. Evers was
keeping money in the budget
to pay for it, saying he hoped

the Legislature would pass a
better bill to eliminate that
tax. 

Two years ago, Evers
issued 78 partial vetoes and
four of them were chal-
lenged in court. The Wiscon-
sin Supreme Court struck
down three of them, but its
ruling did not directly
address a governor’s veto
authority going forward. 

Evers said that court rul-
ing ‘‘absolutely’’ limited his
ability to make more sweep-
ing vetoes this year. 

‘‘This budget isn’t good
enough for our kids,‘‘ Evers
said, surrounded by elemen-
tary school children.
‘‘Republicans could have and
should have done more.’’ 

Evers wanted to spend
more on schools, but Repub-
licans essentially held fund-
ing flat. Evers was able to tap
$100 million in federal
COVID-19 funds for schools
outside of the state budget —
as Republicans noted that he
could.

Republicans also directed
about $650 million to schools
but did it in a way that the
money must be used to
reduce property taxes,
rather than go toward new
spending by the schools.

More features of budget  
Republicans removed hun-

dreds of Evers’ proposals
from the $87.5 billion spend-
ing plan, which takes effect
immediately and runs
through the middle of 2023.
The budget Evers signed
does not expand Medicaid,
legalize marijuana, reinstate
collective bargaining for
public workers, raise taxes
on the wealthy, increase the
minimum wage cap enroll-
ment in private voucher
schools or enact gun control
measures as Evers had pro-
posed. 

The budget ends an eight-
year tuition freeze on Uni-
versity of Wisconsin System
undergraduate resident
tuition. But even with the
new freedom to raise tuition,
the UW Board of Regents on
Thursday was voting to not
raise tuition in the next aca-
demic year. 

The budget cuts income
taxes by $2 billion over two
years, mostly by lowering
one tax bracket from 6.27%
to 5.3%. It would apply to
individuals making between
$23,930 to $263,480 and mar-
ried couples filing taxes
jointly who earn between
$31,910 and $351,310.  

Evers did veto changes to
the income tax withholding
tables, meaning that the state
won’t reduce how much is
taken out of each paycheck
but instead will square up
after a person files their
taxes. That amounts to $700
million the state will collect
and ultimately return.

Contributing: The Center Square

React
From Page 1A

“While the Republican budget continued the
dangerous scheme of allowing an education fund-

ing gap and barely qualifying for
federal funds, Governor Evers was
able to meet the promise of two-
thirds funding by using federal
funds to increase per-pupil aid by
$100 million. Given the education
funding shell game of the GOP
budget, there was little room left
for the governor to fix their chaos
while meeting the needs of our

kids...
“... Over the past biennium, our communities

passed 138 referendums, costing taxpayers
$3,220,966,510. Wisconsin deserves better than forc-
ing local communities to keep going back to refer-
endums to make up the gaps in what is needed for
our children.”

— State Sen. Chris Larson, D-Milwaukee

“...Wisconsin Republicans were able to force the
governor to finally make good on his promised
middle-class tax cut, all while
increasing funding for long-term
care facilities and the caregiver
workforce, increasing funding for
youth apprenticeships, employ-
ment opportunities for those with
disabilities, and expanded assis-
tance for veterans seeking employ-
ment, and targeting of special edu-
cation and student mental health
funding.

“The bipartisan process fought for by Republi-
can leadership has continued putting our state on
a firm footing despite the crisis brought on by pan-
demic closures over the past 18 months.”

— State Rep. Barbara Dittrich, R-Oconomowoc

“I commend Gov. Evers for acting in the best inter-
ests of the people by using his partial veto authority

to address some of Republicans’
misplaced priorities and providing
certainty for our state...

“I also applaud Gov. Evers for
announcing the investment of $100
million new federal dollars in Wis-
consin schools. The future of our
kids is paramount, and this invest-
ment will provide critically impor-
tant resources in light of Republi-

cans’ education cuts. At the same time, we know
that much more school funding is needed to avoid
cuts and layoffs in the next two years. Through
today’s partial vetoes, Gov. Evers has put the legisla-
ture in a position to restore more of the school fund-
ing that Republicans cut from his original budget.”

— Assembly Minority Leader Gordon Hintz, 
D-Oshkosh

“Over the past several months, Republicans have
crafted a reasonable, sustainable budget that we
knew could earn broad support...
This budget had the second lowest
number of partial vetoes in two
decades, the most votes in the legis-
lature since 2001, and was the first
to pass with bipartisan support in
the legislature since 2007.

On behalf of all Wisconsin tax-
payers, I am happy that Gov. Evers
and sensible Democrats agreed
this is a solid budget and that tax relief is a value
we should all share. Under this budget, middle-
class income earners, homeowners and Main
Street businesses will benefit from further
reducing the tax burden. This tax cut and this
budget as a whole will truly make our communi-
ties and state stronger long into the future.”

— State Sen. Dale Kooyenga, R-Brookfield

Derek Johnson/Special to The Freeman

Three Van Gogh paintings are projected onto the walls of The Wisconsin Center
during a media preview event of “Beyond Van Gogh: The Immersive Experience”
on Thursday.

Nurses
From Page 1A

Carroll University Nursing
Department Chair Dr. Teri
Kaul said one factor that’s like-
ly driving the trend is an indus-
try preference for more
advanced degrees, citing stud-
ies that show nurses with that
level of training spur better
patient outcomes. 

With the ongoing need for
more nurses, one strategy
being developed is broadening
the pool of potential applicants. 

“It seems like women still are
really accounting for the vast
majority, over 80% of students
completing health science pro-
grams,” Peterangelo said.
“Black and Latinx (students),
especially are underrepresent-
ed in the health care workforce
(and) education programs.
Right now, black students rep-
resent only less than 4% of the
bachelor’s and advanced
degrees in health science being
completed in the region. That’s
far lower than their representa-
tion in the population.” 

The Medical College of Wis-
consin is not a HERA member,
so no medical schools training
physicians were analyzed. 

Kaul said Carroll is working
to address diversity in the nurs-
ing industry with its new asso-
ciate degree in nursing pro-
gram at the United Community
Center in Milwaukee, which is
beginning this fall. The pro-
gram starts students on the
path to an associate’s degree
with opportunities for continu-
ing to a bachelor’s degree later. 

“We feel like we have a plan
in place,” Kaul said. “And these
are students who really want to
be nurses.” 

WCTC Associate Dean of
Nursing Colleen Nuckolls said
the college’s associate’s degree
program has actually increased
in applicants over the last few
years. 

“I attribute this increase in
students to our excellent repu-
tation in the community as an
affordable, high quality pro-
gram, our high state board pass
rates, job market, and competi-
tive nature of getting into nurs-
ing school at this time,” she
said. 

WCTC also has a program in
nursing designed to assist
paramedics who wish to
become RNs as well as pro-
grams designed to help return-
ing nursing students transition
back to school. 

“Widening our demographics
has been a challenge for nurs-
ing as a predominantly female
career,” Nuckolls said. “We
have hosted men in health care
events to promote men in all
health care fields we offer. We
have also partnered with our
Adult Basic Ed and English as a
Second Language team to offer
students the opportunity to
visit our school of health class-
es to learn about our pro-
grams.” Transcribed credits for
high school students are also
available. 

The report concludes that
despite the challenges associat-
ed with finding enough nurses
and other health care workers,
there remains “a great deal of
untapped potential (as) a large
share of high school graduates
do not enroll in any college.
HERA leaders say the challenge
is to get more students to enroll
in college and to create welcom-
ing and supportive environ-
ments for them once they
arrive.” 

Free to raise tuition, 
UW regents choose not to

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — Uni-
versity of Wisconsin System
leaders voted Thursday against
raising tuition just hours after
Gov. Tony Evers signed a budget
that gave them the ability to do so
for the first time in years. 

The Board of Regents
approved a system budget that
calls for no resident undergradu-
ate tuition increases for the 2021-
22 academic year. 

Republican legislators froze
resident undergraduate tuition
heading into the 2013-14 academ-
ic year. That was finally undone
on Thursday when Evers signed
a Republican-written state bud-
get that, besides handing control
of tuition back to the board,
includes a $2 billion income tax
cut. 

Regaining control of tuition
was ‘‘something that we’ve all
wanted and rightfully deserved,’’
interim System President
Tommy Thompson said, the Wis-

consin State Journal reported. 
Regents said little about why

they chose to keep tuition flat,
the State Journal reported, aside
from Regent Bob Atwell calling it
‘‘a big win.’’  

Thompson said last winter that
tuition increases weren’t an
option if the university system
hoped to get anywhere with its
$96 million budget request. 

The budget Evers signed will
give the system $8.25 million in
new funding over the next two
years. 

‘‘We came out not as good as I
wanted to but much better than
what a lot of people thought we
would,’’ Thompson said on
Thursday.  

Larson

Dittrich

Hintz

Kooyenga

Purdue Pharma
exit plan gains
steam with OK

from more
states

WHITE PLAINS, N.Y. — Oxy-
Contin maker Purdue Phar-
ma’s plan to reorganize into a
new entity that helps combat
the U.S. opioid epidemic got a
big boost as 15 states that had
previously opposed the new
business model now support it. 

The agreement from multi-
ple state attorneys general,
including those who had most
aggressively opposed Purdue’s
original settlement proposal,
was disclosed late Wednesday
night in a filing in U.S.
Bankruptcy Court in White
Plains, N.Y. It followed weeks of
intense mediations that result-
ed in changes to Purdue’s orig-
inal exit plan. 

The new settlement terms
call for Purdue to make tens of
millions of internal docu-
ments public, a step several
attorneys general, including
those for Massachusetts and
New York, had demanded as a
way to hold the company
accountable. 

What do you think?
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