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Classic Car Cruise Night, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
today, Civic Center, N64-W23760 Main St., Sus-
sex. Free. Live music.

Downtown Oconomowoc Beer Garden, 5 p.m.
to 9 p.m. today and Friday and Village Green.
Craft beer, trivia, games and music.

Fish Fry Days at Village Park, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday, Old Falls Village Park, corner of Pilgrim
Road and Highway Q, Menomonee Falls.
http://www.oldfallsvillagepark.com/

St. John Neumann Parish Festival, 4:30 p.m.
to midnight Friday, 1 p.m. to midnight Saturday
and 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, 2400 Highway

59, Waukesha. https://www.ccwauk.org/parish-
festivals

WWII Days Military Appreciation Concert, 6
p.m. to 9 p.m. Friday, Old Falls Village Park, cor-
ner of Pilgrim Road and Highway Q,
Menomonee Falls.

“Agatha Christie’s Spider’s Web,” 7:30 p.m.
today and Friday, 3 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
and 2 p.m. Sunday, Sunset Playhouse, 700 Wall
St., Elm Grove. https://sunsetplayhouse.com/

The Stage at Liberty Park 2023 Summer Con-
cert Series: Pat McCurdy, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Fri-
day, Liberty Park, 901 Genesee St., Delafield.

Presented by the Delafield Arts Council. Free
admission. Beer and food provided by Revere’s
Wells Street Tavern. Pet friendly. Bring your own
blankets and lawn chair.

Bands at the Beach, 7:15 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Oconomowoc City Beach, 324 W. Wisconsin
Ave. Performer is Five Cards Stud.

Kids Fest, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, McCoy
Park, 19025 Wilderness Way, Historic Brookfield
Village Area. Crafts, games, bounce houses,
rock climbing wall, balloon animals and more.
Food and beverages available.
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WEATHER
Tomorrow:

Sunny
High 74
Low 50

See complete forecast on 8A

Fun Things To Do This Weekend

TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE FREEMAN, call 262-542-2500 or go online at: gmtoday.com/subscribe 

TimeOut, 8B

How ‘The Flash’ movie finally
CROSSED THE FINISH LINE

Defense lawyer
files motion 

to suppress letter 
carrier statements  

By Karen Pilarski
kpilarski@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — Former Waukesha Alderwoman
and County Supervisor Kathleen
Cummings won’t have have her day
in court starting on Monday after
all. Defense attorney Donna Kuch-
ler told The Freeman they just
received notice that her trial has
been adjourned. 

“The court did not give us a reason
but I think Judge Koss may have
another case on his calendar that is
more serious than Kathleen’s,” Kuchler said. 

Cummings
trial in

Walworth
County

adjourned

Cummings

By Karen Pilarski
kpilarski@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

BROOKFIELD — Two police officers
were injured responding to altercations
during the annual St. John Vianney Fes-

tival which took place over the weekend.
The Midway area of the festival was
shut down early on Saturday, said Chris
Garcia, assistant chief of police for the
Brookfield Police Department.

Robb Lied, director of administrative
services, St. John Vianney Parish,

released a statement to The Freeman. 
“The safety of our festival-goers is

always our top priority. We have poli-
cies, procedures, and personnel in place
to mitigate and manage any situation
like this. The Brookfield Police Depart-
ment was already on site when the inci-
dent happened, and multiple members

Fisticuffs at St. John Vianney Fest ends 
in arrests, two police officers injured 

Festival’s Midway closed early on Saturday

By Karen Pilarski
kpilarski@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

PEWAUKEE — In January, Delaney Krings of
Pewaukee gained her baby angel wings. Now
thanks to the kindness of Waukesha County

Technical College, steel angel wings are on display
as a memorial to the little girl who captured
hearts around the globe. Heather Krings, her
mother, said all of her children went to the day-
care at WCTC. 

“We got to know the staff and Angie Todd (WCTC
associate dean of Hospitality & Design Professions
and former director of the WCTC Child Develop-
ment Center). Delaney was a fun part of their day,”
Heather said. 

In October what started out as a simple ear infec-
tion turned into every parent’s worst nightmare.
After a CT scan, Delaney’s parents were told the lit-
tle girl had an aggressively large brain tumor.

Her prognosis was originally up to 12 weeks, but a
complication shortened it to six weeks.

Delaney’s diagnosis was a shock to her family,
friends and the staff and kids at the daycare. 

“We kept Angie apprised of the situation so she
could share with the other families and kids. She
had to address it that Delaney wasn’t coming back
to school,” Heather said. 

Delaney’s fifth birthday was Dec. 16. She was a
Make-A-Wish child whose wish was to visit Disney
World with her family. The family, which includes
her siblings, brother Carson and sister Brooke,
went years ago. Sadly, the little girl was too sick to
travel.

A group of truck owners banded together to hold
an epic birthday parade for Delaney. Andrew Kre-
blin, with The Wisconsin Truck Takeover Enthusi-
asts, helped organize it. Over 600 participants
showed up on Dec. 16 for a huge birthday parade.

Before the parade began, City of Pewaukee
Mayor Steve Bierce read a joint proclamation
from the village and city declaring Dec. 16, 2022
Princess Delaney Krings Day.

WCTC honors
memory of

Delaney Krings
5-year-old died in January

after brain cancer diagnosis

In January,
Delaney
Krings of
Pewaukee
gained her
baby angel
wings. A
memorial
dedication
ceremony
was held at
WCTC at the
Child Devel-
opment Cen-
ter to honor
the little girl.
Courtesy of
Heather Krings 

Courtesy of Waukesha County Technical College

On June 8 a memorial of steel angel wings was dedicated at Waukesha
County Technical College in memory of Delaney Krings. Delaney, who was
enrolled in day care at the college, died in January after fighting brain cancer.See DELANEY, PAGE 8A

See CUMMINGS, PAGE 8A

>> More fun things to do on 2A

See FEST, PAGE 8A

By Dave Fidlin
Special to The Freeman

WAUKESHA — A new advanced placement
social studies textbook for high school seniors
will be introduced this fall after a vetting of per-
ceived biased content by officials.

Despite concerns, the School Board on Wednes-
day voted unanimously in favor of adopting the
text, “American Government: Stories of a
Nation” for the district’s AP Government course
at all three high schools.

School board adopts
new AP Government
high school textbook,

with caveats 

WAUKESHA

See TEXTBOOK, PAGE 8A
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Fest
From Page 1A

of our festival leadership
committee were walking
the grounds, as part of our
standard security presence.
The parish festival is one of
our main fundraisers and is
a fun, family-oriented event
our parishioners and the
community look forward to.
We are thankful that no-one
was seriously hurt, and will
continue to be diligent with
our measures to prevent
incidents in the future,”
Lied said. 

Garcia said police had
regular patrol staffing and
officers patrolling the
event on foot. 

“On Saturday, officers
were either advised of or
observed several physical
altercations take place.
When necessary, lawful,
and otherwise appropriate,
officers intervened in a
number of these alterca-
tions and made several
arrests,” Garcia said.

On Facebook several
videos were posted report-
edly showing several fights
on the fest grounds. 

A 14-year-old male, a 15-
year-old male, a 20-year-old
male and a 21-year-old male
were all arrested. Charges
being pursued include dis-
orderly conduct and resist-
ing arrest/obstructing.

Two Brookfield police
officers were injured while
making arrests. One was
transported to an area hos-
pital for treatment and
released. The other sought
medical treatment the fol-
lowing day.

“In the interest of pre-
serving public peace and
safety, the Midway area of
the festival was closed
early on Saturday. Officers
made this decision in con-
junction with representa-
tives from St. John Vian-
ney,” Garcia said. 

The first fight took place
on Friday and was resolved
without any arrests. 

“There were no reports
or information that led us
to believe a firearm was
involved in any of the inci-
dents we responded to,”
Garcia said. 

If members of the public
have information that indi-
cates otherwise, you are
encouraged to contact Gar-
cia at 262-787-3702.

“The city of Brookfield
Police Department prides
itself on effectively pre-
serving and maintaining
the safety and security of
everyone who lives, works,
or visits the city of Brook-
field. It was unfortunate
that incidents of this
nature occurred at an event
that has historically been
very safe and enjoyable,”
he said. 

Police will be working
with members of St. John
Vianney to determine a
proper course of action to
ensure everyone’s safety
and security at this event

next year. 
“We will also be meeting

with representatives from
St. Dominic’s, where a fes-
tival is planned to take
place in July, to ensure

proper steps are taken to
preserve public safety at
this event,” he said. 

Dominic Days runs July
13 to July 16 at 18255 W.
Capitol Drive. 
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Delaney
From Page 1A

Sharon Tomlinson is the
Shorewest real estate agent who
helped the Krings family buy
their Pewaukee house. She started
a post on social media asking peo-
ple to send birthday cards to the
little girl, and as a result, more
than 15,000 cards from around the
world poured in.

Angie Todd approached Heather
about doing a memorial to
Delaney at WCTC. 

Because of Delaney’s story, her
history there and connection to
students, and other parents, and
the early child learning students
(who took turns doing student
teaching in the daycare) everyone
was deeply impacted. 

“Delaney Krings will be remem-
bered as a little girl with a giant
heart, contagious laugh and a
smile that could light up any
room,” said Angie Todd. “She
touched the hearts of anyone she
came in contact with and this stat-
ue symbolizes her impact.”

The WCTC Foundation funded
the creation of a permanent
sculpture, Delaney’s Wings. The
sculpture was created by three
WCTC Metal Fabrication/Weld-
ing-Advanced students (recent

May 2023 graduates) as their cap-
stone project — Dusten Wirts,
Julien Green and Quinn Johnson.

Additionally, Joe Chaney
(instructor) helped the WCTC stu-
dents with the project, and Mike
Shiels, (dean of the School of
Applied Technologies) also had a
hand in the project.

Heather said she didn’t know
how big the memorial would be. 

“I said I think that would be
lovely. I was expecting a small
plaque at the base of a tree,”
Heather said.

When the memorial was close to
being finished, Heather and her
husband, Jack, were invited to
stop by. 

“We were surprised it was
wings and personalized. It would
be installed at the front entrance
of the development center and
dedicated to her with a plaque,”
she said. 

Delaney was a huge fan of Dis-
ney’s ”Frozen” and the WCTC stu-
dents used computer-based pro-
grams to incorporate it in the
memorial. The students added ele-
ments of Elsa’s dress in “Frozen
2” such as earth, wind, fire and
water and cut them into the a few
feathers of the wings. They also
added cancer ribbons which were
welded to the back. 

“There are snowflakes and

paintbrushes. Delaney was an
artist,” Heather said.

Heather was blown away by the
attention to detail. The wings are
at the same height as Delaney.
They did their research by look-
ing at the Caringbridge page,
Facebook pages and other docu-
ments. 

The WCTC students also made a
few additional items that were
sent home to the family to display
in their front yard (metal signs
and other small items). They also
made snowflakes to symbolize
“Frozen.” These were given to
families to have for display at
home and one will be on display
at the college’s Child Development
Center playground.

A dedication ceremony was held
at WCTC at the Child Develop-
ment Center to honor Delaney
Krings. 

Piasecki Funeral Home offered
their services to help with
Delaney’s funeral in February.
Funeral director Matt Martin, is
also an emotional support animal
handler, was at WCTC for the
memorial dedication to comfort
the children. It was important to
the daycare and Heather that were
was emotional support for the
daycare students. 

Community continues to rally 

People around the globe are still
showing support and love for
Delaney and her family. On the
Facebook page “For the love of
Delaney” people continue to post
pictures and notes. 

Heather said her family is
blown away anytime she sees
posts.

There is a hidden number of 96
engraved in the memorial. The
number signifies the amount of
days from her cancer diagnosis
until her death. 

“Her story got out to the masses.
In 96 days, the effect of her story,
her smile and her legacy has had
on the world … She changed my
world and I think a lot of people’s
worlds and lives,” Heather said. 

Heather still can’t believe peo-
ple reach out to her on Facebook
and email her. She gets letters and
cards from people saying they
were having a rough day and they
remembered to choose kindness.
They said it made a difference in
their lives. 

The Krings family receives
homemade items and touching
cards about people who lost a
loved one. The notes said Delaney
helps them remember to keep
moving forward. 

“That is the legacy that Delaney
is always going to have,” Heather
said. 

Textbook
From Page 1A

The text, from authors
Scott Abernathy and Karen
Wapels, was one of two cur-
ricular books reviewed and
was perceived by district
officials as having less
biased language in side-by-
side comparisons.

Board member David
Wadd said he was approving
the textbook, but only
because plans call for intro-
ducing supplementary mate-
rials that will present what
he believes are more bal-
anced viewpoints.

“I reviewed it,” Wadd said.
“I didn’t read it cover to
cover, but it’s clear to me
there is noticeable — and, in
some cases, substantial —
bias. It is unfortunate that
school districts are put in a
position where they have to
approve a textbook when
they know it’s biased.”

Contents of the AP Gov-
ernment course syllabus
will be reviewed in the com-
ing months, according to
information shared at
Wednesday’s meeting.

A document from district
staffers, included in School
Board meeting documents,
gave a different take on “Sto-
ries of a Nation.”

“The aforementioned text
addresses controversial sub-
jects in a non-biased fash-
ion,” the analysis document
reads in a section about
moral tone. “It covers both
the liberal and conservative
ideologies in Unit 4 and Unit
5.”

District staffers recom-
mended “Stories of a
Nation” because it is closely
aligned to the standardized
AP exam and has been
viewed in current academic
circles as the text that would
give Waukesha high school-
ers the best chance of
excelling in social studies-
related questions.

Board member Bette
Koenig said she was casting
a favorable vote for the new
text because of the AP exam
component.

“I will be curious, five or
six years down the road, to
see how our results are far-
ing,” Koenig said.

Board President Kelly
Piacsek acknowledged the
steps that preceded the
board’s vote, which included
input and review from
administrators, staff and
students.

“My great expectation and
hope ... is we will continue to
put our students in a posi-
tion of critical thinking and
learning how to process
information,” Piacsek said.
“I think that’s a part of a life
in America.”

Teacher wage
increase approved

In other business Wednes-
day, the School Board adopt-
ed a resolution for teachers’
base wage increases for the
2023-24 school year which is
being enacted after unsuc-
cessful conversations with
teachers’ union representa-
tives.

“The EAW (Education
Association of Waukesha)
advised the district that it
will not accept the district’s
last offer, resulting in an
impasse,” said board mem-
ber Mark Borowski, who
chairs the Human Resources
and Compensation Commit-
tee. 

Terms of the resolution
include a 3.05 percent con-
sumer price index increase
from the base wage in place
in the 2022-23 school year. 

The new rate also includes
an effective rate increase of
2 percent per cell on the
teacher salary schedule for
members in the EAW’s bar-
gaining unit.

Cummings
From Page 1A

The felony case against her will
be heard by a Judge Phillip Koss in
a Walworth County courtroom.

Cummings, 67, was charged in
2021 with five counts of false
swearing in a government setting
and two counts of election fraud
after she allegedly lied about her
residency. According to court doc-
uments, Cummings is accused of
living in a home only a few blocks
away from her listed address at
1325 E. Roberta Ave.

Cummings resigned from her
elected positions just before
charges were filed against her.

In February, Kuchler informed
Koss that Cummings sought to
waive a jury trial, opting for one
heard by the judge. In a hearing in
March, Walworth County District
Attorney Zeke Wiedenfeld said he
did not object to the request, and

Cummings formally waived the
jury trial, online court records
show.

Online court notes indicate the
parties had no objection to the
court trial remaining in Walworth
County.

In April a Defendant’s Witness
List was filed, according to online
court documents. 

The list includes 18 people
including Kevin Lahner, former
Waukesha city administrator, and
several Waukesha residents. 

On Monday, Kuchler filed a
motion to suppress witness state-
ments regarding a mail carrier
who tipped off the former Wauke-
sha administrator. 

On Nov. 13, 2020, a mail carrier
sent a text message to Kevin Lahn-
er, “a political rival” to Cummings,
according to the court document. 

The text message, according to
Lahner, stated, “Since the city is
looking into (former Waukesha
city alderman Aaron Perry) living

in his district, they may want to
look at Cummings also. She hasn’t
lived in hers for years, she lives on
Downing Dr., not Roberta. Just a
FYI,” the document said. 

The text message and text con-
versation between the mail carrier
and Lahner “disclosed nonpublic
information” about Cummings
that the mail carrier gained over
six years of delivering mail
through the slot of her front door. 

The document said the mail car-
rier had special access through his
job and opened Cummings’ exteri-
or door and put the mail in the
slot. 

“Ms. Cummings had reasonable
expectation of privacy in the infor-
mation (the mail carrier) observed
in the course of his employment,”
the document said. 

In the document, Kuchler argued
by disclosing information to Lahn-
er and subsequently to the Wal-
worth County Sheriff’s Office, the
mail carrier frustrated Cum-

mings’ expectations of privacy
and violated a section of the USPS
Employee and Labor Relations
Manual related to personnel poli-
cies, ethics and rules and regula-
tions. 

The document said the informa-
tion gained over the past six years
by the mail carrier was signifi-
cantly greater than what any mem-
ber of the public could observe.
The information gained by the
mail carrier “would not be accept-
able of a member of the general
public,” the document said. 

“Ms. Cummings reasonably
expected that any information
learned through the special access
to the curtilage of her home would
remain private.”

The document further argues
the mail carrier “Violated his ethi-
cal obligations when he texted Mr.
Lahner to share nonpublic person-
al information he obtained
through his employment as a mail
carrier.”
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SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN
Tonight: Partly cloudy. Lows m the upper 40s. Northeast winds 5 to 
lOmph.
Friday: Sunny. Highs in the msd 70s. Northeast winds 5 to 10 mph. 

MARINE FORECAST
Lake Michigan near shot* forecast:
Tonight: NNE wind 10 to 15 kt. Partly cloudy. Waves 2 to 3 it Friday: 
N wind 10 to 15 kl. Sunny Waves around 2 It.

Lake Michigan water temperature is 59 degrees.
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¿Está Comprando o Arreglando Una Casa? 
iPodemos Ayudar!

(¡Hasta Podemos Ayudarle Hacer Las Dos Cosas!)

Envié un correo electrónico hoy a ver si usted
califica para:

• Un préstamo perdonable de hasta $10,000 
para pagos iniciales o costos de cierre para 
comprar una vivienda

• Un préstamo diferido de hasta $24,999 para 
reparaciones necesarias de una vivienda

• Un préstamo de hasta $24,999 para comprar y 
arreglar una vivienda

Sin Interés. Sin Pagos Mensuales.
“Disponible en Jefferson, Ozaukee, Washington & Waukesha County

Si tiene preguntas, comunicase a: 

dnarus@waukeshacounty.gov
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ALMANAC
Safeties tor Y«Mrday
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Normal High/Low ................77/58
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Procipitafcon, Waukosha. 0.00’
Precipitation......................  0.00'
Precip. month to date.......... 1.10*
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Sunset today................. 8:33 p.m.
Sunns« tomorrow.......... 5:13 a.m.

HEAT INDEX TOMORROW

A composite o! 8 , m- 66

the effects ol Noon...............69
temperature and
wind on the 4p.m............... 74
human body 6p m.................. 69

COOLING DEGREE
An index oí enorgy consumption 
Indicalng how many iJe^re« ths day's 
rraan tsrrparasj'o was above 65 
dagraea.

Yesterday......................................0
Month to date________ _______36
Season to date 72 
Normal season lo dato ...............86

Moonrtse tomorrow........... 3:45 am.
Moonset tomorrow............ 7:38 pm

You don't have to 
leave Waukesha

adventure this 
summer.
Our guided tree 
climbing experience 
will leave you 
feeling rejuvenated 
and inspired!

vfr
TREFTOP

EXPLORER
262 -894 -4949

TreefopExplorer.com


