
The Freeman - 08/21/2021 Page : A01

August 23, 2021 9:38 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — Mojib Rasuli
was a child walking to school
when he was beaten by the Tal-
iban. He recalled they’d object-
ed to his school clothing,
which was not the traditional
style. 

Rasuli’s mother was a teach-
er and his father was a police
officer and member of the
army. They lived in a house in
Kabul. “When the Taliban
came in power (the) second
day my parents decided to
leave,” he said. “I remember
that day.” 

The family fled to Iran in
1996 and Rasuli remembers
asking his father at about 4
a.m. what was going on. “My
dad said ‘you will understand
when you’re a father,’ and now
I do, because I have two kids,”
he said. 

Iran offered relief from the
turmoil in Afghanistan, but
Rasuli said his parents did not
want their children to grow up
there. They eventually came to
Azerbaijan, where Rasuli met
the woman who became his
wife, Narmin. 

The family found a refugee
opportunity to come to the
United States and were accept-
ed just days before 9/11, which

delayed their arrival until
2003. They’d had the opportu-
nity to come to either the U.S.
or Canada and chose the for-
mer, with one reason being
family members had attended
the University of Wisconsin-
Madison and had good things
to say. 

“We were so happy,” Rasuli
recalled. “We were going
somewhere that was going to
be our home (and) build a bet-
ter life.” 

He said he understands what
others are experiencing in
Afghanistan now. “Right now,
what’s going on over there... I
cannot speak on behalf of
them but I totally understand
the pain because I have been
there. I know how it is.” 

Once in the U.S., the Rasulis
met Tom and Sonia Danuser,
who served on a committee
with Lutheran Social Services
to help the family get their
start in a new country and
become self-sufficient.

“I don’t know why but their
family kind of just clung to
Sonia and I,” Tom Danuser

said. “We just kind of became
a part of their family as they
became a part of ours.”

Rasuli, who was 20 by the
time he came to the U.S.,
enrolled in English as a Sec-
ond Language courses at
Waukesha County Technical
College and his three younger
brothers enrolled in school —
two graduated from Waukesha
South High School and one
from Waukesha North. Tom
taught Rasuli how to drive in
the WCTC parking lot and he
learned to parallel park in
their driveway between step
ladders. 

Sonia Danuser recalled one
of Rasuli’s brothers riding his
bicycle to the grocery store he
worked at when they first
came to Waukesha. “He would
ride unless the snow was too
deep,” she said. “The work
ethic is just remarkable.” 

Mojib and Narmin now have
two children, a 10-year-old
daughter and a seven-year-old
son. “They get treated the
same as other students, just
the same as they treat every-
body else,” he said. “They have
friends from different places,
different cultures. They have
black friends, they have white
friends, they have Hispanic
friends.” 
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Report: State
police budgets cut
prior to protests
Local police
funding grew
MADISON — Police departments

across Wisconsin saw their budgets
cut and number of sworn officers
reduced before the George Floyd
killing in Minneapolis and the nation-
al “defund police” debate, a report
released this week showed.

That suggests that cutting police
and fire department budgets is less
about a deliberate attempt to defund
them and more about confronting dif-
ficult fiscal realities, the report from
the nonpartisan Wisconsin Policy
Forum said.

“What we found was that, (even) in
very good economic times there were
still hundreds of municipalities on a
year over year basis that decreased
spending on law enforcement,” said
researcher Ari Brown, adding that
when they did happen, police cuts
came from a wide variety of commu-

nities and appeared more driven by
“fiscal realities (rather) than any ideo-
logical question.” 

The report comes after Gov. Tony
Evers vetoed a bill passed by the
Republican-controlled Legislature
that would have cut state aid to com-
munities that reduce police budgets
and imposed rules that would have
made making such cuts more diffi-
cult. 

Waukesha Mayor Shawn Reilly said
he didn’t support that bill, and told
local legislators so. He said if it had
passed it would “really tie the hands of
the municipality” if cuts had to be
made for fiscal reasons. He said there’s
been no talk of defunding police in
Waukesha in any way, but preventing a
municipality from making cuts in one
of its biggest and most costly depart-
ments would mean necessary cuts
would have to be made elsewhere in
smaller departments. 

“I don’t think that’s really for state
representatives to get involved in,” he
said. 

See FUNDING, PAGE 2A
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Mojib Rasuli was born in Afghanistan and escaped the Taliban with his family in 1996 before coming
to the United States in 2003.
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WAUKESHA – Nothing says fun like
spending time with friends and play-
ing games downtown. Waukesha com-
munity members will have new oppor-
tunities to partake in these activities
once a new arcade bar, dubbed Brew-
Cade, opens downtown.

The new business is planning to
serve various types of pizza, including

Asian-inspired pizzas, funky slushie
drinks with gummy candy and new
and retro-style arcade games.
Although the menu is preliminary, the
business also plans to serve a selection
of beer and liquor.

Owner Kerry Poznanski, who lives
in Hartland, shared with The Freeman
that she has signed the lease at 257 W.
Broadway, Waukesha — the former
location of the Five Joints @ 5 Points.

You could say she is a fan of games.
Poznanski also owns the business

Lumber Axe, an axe-throwing bar in
the Town of Brookfield. She also owns
an axe-throwing bar and escape room
in Iowa as well.

Poznanski said she was inspired by
other arcade bars like one she had
been to in Las Vegas and another in
Iowa. Since she’s in the food and enter-
tainment industry, she said the busi-
ness idea sounded like a fun endeavor.
With the economy beginning to recov-
er, she said she decided to go ahead and
open the business. Nikki Brahm/Freeman Staff

A new business by the name of BrewCade plans to open at
257 W. Broadway, Waukesha.

BrewCade to open in downtown Waukesha
Business to offer games, drinks and pizza

See BREWCADE, PAGE 2A
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WAUKESHA — The tentative maps
for Waukesha County Board Supervi-
sor districts have been released, and
growth has spurred change for some. 

County staff had to work faster
than usual this time around, due to
the delay with Census data brought
on by COVID-19. 

The County Executive Committee
will hold a public hearing on the
maps Sept. 13 at 8:30 a.m. at 515 W.
Moreland Blvd., room 130. “We’re
going to have a little presentation
before the public hearing (Sept.) 13
that talk about all the changes that

were made,” said Waukesha County
Board Office Chief of Staff Sarah
Spaeth. 

The map has relatively minimal
change, but some districts’ lines had
to be updated due to population
change over the last decade. 

In particular, the Oconomowoc area
districts, District 1 and District 2, will
change due to growth of the city. Dis-
trict 1, which represents the city, will
no longer do so exclusively because
that would exceed the acceptable tar-
get population per county supervisor
seat.  Now, part of the city will be rep-
resented by District 2, if the maps are
approved as is. 

District 13 in the Delafield and
Hartland areas will now include part
of Chenequa. District 10 in Waukesha
isn’t as geographically large as it
used to be, also due to growth. 

All 25 county seats each will repre-
sent a target population of 16,279 and

Tentative County
Board maps released 

Growth spurs some
change; public

hearing Sept. 13 

See MAPS, PAGE 2A
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Narmin recalled how when
she heard others speaking
about events in Afghanistan
and told them her husband
was an Afghan, they were
surprised. Rasuli said he
wants others to see his fami-
ly works hard and wants to
build something for their
community. 

Part of that mission is the
coffee shop Mojib and
Narmin are building at a
property they own at 410 Wis-
consin Ave. in Waukesha. He
said the project is about offer-
ing something to the commu-
nity rather than a monetary
pursuit — it’s dubbed Wauke-

sha Cafe House and is
planned to open in 2022. He
said he hopes the buildings
nearby see similar projects:
“That’s how things start.” 

Looking ahead, Rasuli said
he wants to eventually write a
book about his story and his

family’s story, to help commu-
nicate that journey. For now,
he said he’s happy to help peo-
ple coming to this country as
well as those here now.

“I’m raising two kids,”
Rasuli said. “I’m hoping they
do 10 times better than I did.” 
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WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Joe Biden pledged
on Friday to bring all Ameri-
cans home from Afghanistan
— and all Afghans who aided
the war effort, too — as offi-
cials confirmed that U..S. mil-
itary helicopters were flying
into Taliban-held Kabul to
scoop up would-be evacuees. 

But Biden’s promises, and
the limited U.S. helicopter
sorties beyond the concrete
barriers ringing the Kabul
airport, came as thousands
more Americans and others
seeking to escape the Taliban
struggled to get past crushing
crowds, Taliban airport
checkpoints and sometimes-
insurmountable U.S. bureau-
cracy. 

‘‘We will get you home,’’
Biden promised Americans
who were still in Afghanistan
days after the Taliban retook
control of Kabul, ending a
two-decade war. American
officials confirmed to The
Associated Press that limited
helicopter rescues were
underway. 

Biden’s commitment to
find a way out for Afghan
allies vulnerable to Taliban
attacks amounted to a poten-
tially vast expansion of
Washington’s promises,
given the tens of thousands
of translators and other
helpers, and their close fami-
ly members, seeking evacua-
tion. 

‘‘We’re making the same

commitment’’ to Afghan
wartime helpers as to U.S. cit-
izens, Biden said, offering the
prospect of assistance to
Afghans who largely have
been fighting individual bat-
tles to get the documents and
passage into the airport that
they need to leave. He called
the Afghan allies ‘‘equally
important’’ in the evacua-
tions. 

Meanwhile, Rep. Seth
Moulton, D-Mass., said
Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin had disconcerting
news for the lawmakers he
briefed on Friday, confirming
that Americans are among
those who have been beaten
by the Taliban at airport
checkpoints. 

Biden is facing continuing
criticism as videos and news
reports depict pandemonium
and occasional violence out-
side the airport.  

‘‘I made the decision’’ on
the timing of the U.S. with-
drawal, he said, declaring it
was going to lead to difficult
scenes, no matter when. For-
mer President Donald Trump
had set it for May in negotia-
tions with the Taliban, but
Biden extended it. 

Thousands of people
remain to be evacuated ahead
of Biden’s Aug. 31 deadline to
withdraw most remaining
U.S. troops. Flights were
stopped for several hours on
Friday because of a backup
at a transit point for the

refugees, a U.S. airbase in
Qatar, but they resumed in
the afternoon, including to
Bahrain. 

Still, potential evacuees
faced continuing problems
getting into the airport. The
Belgian Foreign Ministry
confirmed that one of its
planes took off empty
because the people who were
supposed to be aboard could-
n’t get in. 

A defense official said
about 5,700 people, including
about 250 Americans, were
flown out of Kabul aboard 16
C-17 transport planes, guard-
ed by a temporary U.S. mili-
tary deployment that’s build-
ing to 6,000 troops. On each of
the previous two days, about
2,000 people were airlifted. 

Senior American military
officials told the AP that an
American CH-47 Chinook
helicopter picked up
Afghans, mostly women and
children, and ferried them to
Hamid Karzai International
Airport on Friday. The 3rd
Brigade Combat Team of the
Army’s 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion airlifted the Afghans
from Camp Sullivan, near the
Kabul airport. 

The officials said such sor-
ties have been underway for
several days from various
points in Kabul as Afghans
seek to flee the country taken
over by the Taliban. Intelli-
gence teams inside Kabul are
helping guide both Ameri-

cans and Afghans and their
families to the airport or are
arranging for them to be res-
cued by other means.

Veterans urge extending
security perimeter

In Washington, some veter-
ans in Congress were calling
on the Biden administration
to extend a security perime-
ter beyond the Kabul airport
so more Afghans could get
through.  

The lawmakers also said
they want Biden to make
clearer that the Aug. 31 dead-
line for withdrawing U.S.
troops is not a firm one. 

With mobs of people out-
side the airport and Taliban
fighters ringing its perimeter,

the U.S. renewed its advisory
to Americans and others that
it could not guarantee safe
passage for any of those des-
perately seeking seats on the
planes inside. The Taliban
are regularly firing into the
air to try to control the
crowds, sending men, women
and children running.   

While Biden has previously
blamed Afghans for the U.S.
failure to get out more allies
ahead of this month’s sudden
Taliban takeover, U.S. offi-
cials told The Associated
Press that American diplo-
mats had formally urged
weeks ago that the adminis-
tration ramp up evacuation
efforts.  

Biden said Friday he had

gotten a wide variety of time
estimates, though all were
pessimistic about the Afghan
government surviving. 

Biden has also said that
many at-risk Afghan allies
had not wanted to leave the
country. But refugee groups
point to years-long backlogs
of applications from thou-
sands of those Afghans for
visas that would let them
take refuge in the United
States. 

Afghans and the Ameri-
cans trying to help them also
say the administration has
clung to visa requirements
for would-be evacuees that
involve more than a dozen
steps, and can take years to
complete. 

Sgt. Isaiah Campbell/U.S. Marine Corps via AP

A Marine assigned to Special Purpose Marine Air Ground Task Force-Crisis Response-Cen-
tral Command assists evacuees during an evacuation at Hamid Karzai International Airport in
Kabul, Afghanistan, on Friday.

Biden promises to 
evacuate all Americans – 

and Afghan helpers

Jake Ekdahl/Freeman Staff

From left: Narmin Rasuli, Mojib Rasuli, Sonia Danuser and Tom Danuser look down from the
upstairs railing of Waukesha Cafe House, which the Rasulis are building.

Judge: 
California 

ride-hailing law
unconstitutional

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A
judge on Friday struck down
a California ballot measure
that exempted Uber and other
app-based ride-hailing and
delivery services from a state
law requiring drivers to be
classified as employees eligi-
ble for benefits and job pro-
tections. 

Alameda County Superior
Court Judge Frank Roesch
ruled that Proposition 22 was
unconstitutional. 

Voters approved the mea-
sure in November after Uber,
Lyft and other services spent
$200 million in its favor, mak-
ing it the most expensive bal-
lot measure in state history. 

Uber said it planned to
appeal, setting up a fight that
could likely end up in the Cal-
ifornia Supreme Court. 

The judge sided with three
drivers and the Service
Employees International
Union in a lawsuit that
argued the measure improp-
erly removed the state Legis-
lature’s ability to grant work-
ers the right to access to the
state workers’ compensation
program.  

Proposition 2 shielded app-
based ride-hailing and deliv-
ery companies from a labor
law that required such ser-
vices to treat drivers as
employees and not indepen-
dent contractors. 

Uber and Lyft threatened to
leave the state if voters reject-
ed the measure. 


