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Afghan
American
shares story
Family escaped
Taliban in 1996;
he’s now building
coffee shop in
Waukesha

Jake Ekdahl / Freeman Staff

Mojib Rasuli was born in Afghanistan and escaped the Taliban with his family in 1996 before coming
to the United States in 2003.

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com
262-513-2657

WAUKESHA — Mojib Rasuli
was a child walking to school
when he was beaten by the Taliban. He recalled they’d objected to his school clothing,
which was not the traditional
style.
Rasuli’s mother was a teacher and his father was a police
officer and member of the
army. They lived in a house in
Kabul. “When the Taliban
came in power (the) second
day my parents decided to
leave,” he said. “I remember
that day.”
The family fled to Iran in
1996 and Rasuli remembers
asking his father at about 4
a.m. what was going on. “My
dad said ‘you will understand
when you’re a father,’ and now
I do, because I have two kids,”
he said.
Iran offered relief from the
turmoil in Afghanistan, but
Rasuli said his parents did not
want their children to grow up
there. They eventually came to
Azerbaijan, where Rasuli met
the woman who became his
wife, Narmin.
The family found a refugee
opportunity to come to the
United States and were accepted just days before 9/11, which
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delayed their arrival until
2003. They’d had the opportunity to come to either the U.S.
or Canada and chose the former, with one reason being
family members had attended
the University of WisconsinMadison and had good things
to say.
“We were so happy,” Rasuli
recalled. “We were going
somewhere that was going to
be our home (and) build a better life.”
He said he understands what
others are experiencing in
Afghanistan now. “Right now,
what’s going on over there... I
cannot speak on behalf of
them but I totally understand
the pain because I have been
there. I know how it is.”
Once in the U.S., the Rasulis
met Tom and Sonia Danuser,
who served on a committee
with Lutheran Social Services
to help the family get their
start in a new country and
become self-sufficient.
“I don’t know why but their
family kind of just clung to
Sonia and I,” Tom Danuser

said. “We just kind of became
a part of their family as they
became a part of ours.”
Rasuli, who was 20 by the
time he came to the U.S.,
enrolled in English as a Second Language courses at
Waukesha County Technical
College and his three younger
brothers enrolled in school —
two graduated from Waukesha
South High School and one
from Waukesha North. Tom
taught Rasuli how to drive in
the WCTC parking lot and he
learned to parallel park in
their driveway between step
ladders.
Sonia Danuser recalled one
of Rasuli’s brothers riding his
bicycle to the grocery store he
worked at when they first
came to Waukesha. “He would
ride unless the snow was too
deep,” she said. “The work
ethic is just remarkable.”
Mojib and Narmin now have
two children, a 10-year-old
daughter and a seven-year-old
son. “They get treated the
same as other students, just
the same as they treat everybody else,” he said. “They have
friends from different places,
different cultures. They have
black friends, they have white
friends, they have Hispanic
friends.”

See ESCAPE, PAGE 8A

Rep
police
prior

Local po
funding

MADISON — Police
across Wisconsin saw
cut and number of s
reduced before the
killing in Minneapolis a
al “defund police” de
released this week show
That suggests that
and fire department b
about a deliberate atte
them and more about c
ficult fiscal realities, th
the nonpartisan Wisc
Forum said.
“What we found was
very good economic tim
still hundreds of muni
year over year basis t
spending on law enfor
researcher Ari Brown
when they did happe
came from a wide vari

Tent
Board

Growth spur
change; p
hearing Se

By Jake Ekd

jekdahl@conleyne
262-513-265

WAUKESHA — The t
for Waukesha County B
sor districts have been
growth has spurred cha
County staff had to
than usual this time a
the delay with Census
on by COVID-19.
The County Executiv
will hold a public he
maps Sept. 13 at 8:30 a
Moreland Blvd., room
going to have a little
before the public hear
that talk about all the
Powered by TECNAVIA

Washington’s
promises, remain to be evacuated ahead
given the tens of thousands of Biden’s Aug. 31 deadline to
of translators and other withdraw most remaining
U.S. troops. Flights were
helpers,
and
their close -famiThe
Freeman
08/21/2021
ly members, seeking evacua- stopped for several hours on
Friday because of a backup
tion.
‘‘We’re making the same at a transit point for the

ties have been underway for
several days from various
points in Kabul as Afghans
seek to flee the country taken
over by the Taliban. Intelligence teams inside Kabul are
helping guide both Ameri-

clearer that the Aug. 31 deadline for withdrawing U.S.
troops is not a firm one.
With mobs of people outside the airport and Taliban
fighters ringing its perimeter,
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From left: Narmin Rasuli, Mojib Rasuli, Sonia Danuser and Tom Danuser look down from the
upstairs railing of Waukesha Cafe House, which the Rasulis are building.
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Narmin recalled how when
she heard others speaking
about events in Afghanistan
and told them her husband
was an Afghan, they were
surprised. Rasuli said he
wants others to see his family works hard and wants to
build something for their
community.
Part of that mission is the
coffee shop Mojib and
Narmin are building at a
property they own at 410 Wisconsin Ave. in Waukesha. He
said the project is about offering something to the community rather than a monetary
pursuit — it’s dubbed Wauke-

Press that American diplomats had formally urged
weeks ago that the administration ramp up evacuation
efforts.
Biden said Friday he had

say the administration has
clung to visa requirements
for would-be evacuees that
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involve more than a dozen
steps, and can take years to
complete.

sha Cafe House and is
planned to open in 2022. He
said he hopes the buildings
nearby see similar projects:
“That’s how things start.”
Looking ahead, Rasuli said
he wants to eventually write a
book about his story and his

family’s story, to help communicate that journey. For now,
he said he’s happy to help people coming to this country as
well as those here now.
“I’m raising two kids,”
Rasuli said. “I’m hoping they
do 10 times better than I did.”
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