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Shrinkflation is
real. What is it,
and how can you
combat it? 5B

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA — The Wauke-
sha County Business Alliance
(WCBA) and university officials
from UW-Milwaukee (UWM),
Carroll University and Wauke-
sha County Technical College
(WCTC) discussed addressing
the worker shortage with high-
er education at the Mayor’s
Breakfast on Tuesday morning.

Community members were
invited to attend the Mayor’s
Breakfast at Tuscan Hall Venue

& Catering, 409 Delafield St. 
Robyn Ludtke, vice president,

talent development of the
Waukesha County Business
Alliance, presented the panel
on Tuesday. Speakers included
Cindy Gnadinger, Carroll Uni-
versity president; Richard
Barnhouse, Waukesha County
Technical College president;
Simon Bronner, UW-Milwau-
kee’s dean of the College of
General Studies; and Keri Duce,
UWM’s director of external and
governmental relations.

University 
officials address
worker shortage,

solutions in
panel discussion

Waukesha Mayor’s
Breakfast held Tuesday

Dave Radcliffe/Freeman Staff

Catholic Memorial players take part in drills during the first day of high school football practice Tuesday. The Crusaders
are coming off their fifth WIAA state title in program history.

The first prep football practices of the
season took place on Tuesday afternoon, as
Catholic Memorial and Pewaukee prepare
to defend their state titles.

Check out 1B for more photos from Tues-
day’s practices.

Football practice
makes perfect
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The business panel at the Waukesha Mayor’s Breakfast included
(from left) Keri Duce, UWM’s director of external and governmental
relations; Simon Bronner, UWM’s dean of the College of General
Studies; Richard Barnhouse, Waukesha County Technical College
president; and Cindy Gnadinger, Carroll University president.

Pewaukee play-
ers take part in
drills during the
first day of high
school football
practice Tuesday.
The Pirates won
their first WIAA
state champi-
onship in pro-
gram history last
season, claiming
the gold ball in
Division 3.

MADISON — The Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) announced Tuesday that
Brookfield East High School senior
Brooke Salomone is the winner of
the 2023 Wisconsin State Park and
Forest vehicle admission sticker
design.

Salomone's design features a
compass with different recreation-
al themes and activities throughout
Wisconsin’s state park system. The
design will be printed on state park
and forest annual vehicle admis-
sion stickers and will be displayed
on more than 500,000 vehicles.

“Brooke’s creative design incor-
porates wildlife, recreation, water
and open space, all of which are ele-

ments of the Wisconsin State Park
System from north to south, east to
west and everywhere in between,”
said Steve Schmelzer, Wisconsin
State Park System director.

Salomone will receive an
engraved plaque and a 2023 annual
vehicle admission sticker featuring
the design when the stickers
become available in December.
Salomone’s design was selected
from more than 250 entries.

Now in its 32nd year, the annual
DNR-sponsored design contest is
open to artwork submissions from
high school-age students attending
Wisconsin's public, private or
parochial schools or home-schools.

The second-place winner is Evan

Saunders of Waupaca High School,
whose entry featured a bicycle in
the woods. Taking third place was
Yushan Zeng of South Milwaukee
High School, whose entry featured
a parent and baby fox.

The 2023 Honorable Mentions
are:

■ Chase Reyer, Oshkosh North
High School

■ Madeleine Alderks, iForward
Wisconsin

■ Nyla Stelsel, Waupun High
School

■ Grace Horky, Cedarburg High
School

■ Lydia Ashbrenner, Merrill
High School

■ Kenny Power, Xavier High

School
■ Ronan Wolfe, Watertown High

School
Vehicle admission stickers pro-

vide access to more than 60 state
park, forest and recreation area
properties across Wisconsin. Stick-
ers are required on all motor vehi-
cles entering state parks and recre-
ation areas. Some state forest and
trail parking areas also require a
sticker.

Annual admission stickers cost
$28 for Wisconsin residents or $38
for non-residents. A family with
more than one vehicle registered to
the same household may purchase
additional state park stickers for
$15.50 for residents and $20.50 for

non-residents. A senior citizen
annual sticker for $13 is available
for Wisconsin residents aged 65 or
older.

Brookfield East student’s design selected as DNR admission sticker

Photo courtesy of the Wisconsin DNR

See BREAKFAST, PAGE 8A
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Elite Hail Team set up shop on Wisconsin
Avenue in Oconomowoc but did not respond to
a request for comment.

OCONOMOWOC — Paul
Buffa came to town last month in
the wake of the June hailstorm
that caused widespread damage
to homes and cars throughout
the Oconomowoc community.

He is among numerous hail-
chasers who wander the country

to repair dings on vehicles, some
of whom are now in the city. Pop-
up shops offering the repair ser-
vice can be seen throughout
Oconomowoc and are likely to
remain until winter.

‘Hail chasers’ come
to Oconomowoc

Repairing dents and dings on homes,
cars in wake of June hailstorm

See HAIL, PAGE 8A
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NEW YORK (AP) — Rep.
Rashida Tlaib, a Michigan
Democrat and member of
the progressive Squad in
Congress, sailed through a
primary election Tuesday. 

Her win came as three
Republican U.S. House
members who voted to
impeach Donald Trump
over the Jan. 6 insurrec-
tion faced primary chal-
lenges from rivals
endorsed by the former
president. 

The primaries for Reps.
Peter Meijer, Jaime Her-
rera Beutler and Dan New-
house are the biggest test
yet for GOP incumbents
who broke with Trump
after a mob of his support-
ers stormed the U.S. Capi-
tol in a bid to keep him in
power. Trump has vowed
revenge against the 10
House Republicans who
crossed party lines for the
impeachment vote. 

Of the 10, four opted not
to run for re-election in
this year’s midterm elec-
tions. As for the ones who
did, Rep. Tom Rice of
South Carolina lost to a
Trump-endorsed chal-
lenger in June, while Rep.
David Valadao of Califor-
nia survived a challenge
that same month from a
fellow Republican, advanc-
ing to the general election.
Rep. Liz Cheney of
Wyoming is bracing for
defeat in her Aug. 16 pri-
mary against a Trump-
backed rival. 

In other races Tuesday,
Rep. Haley Stevens ousted
Rep. Andy Levin from
Congress after prevailing
in their Democratic pri-
mary in Michigan. Anoth-
er of Tlaib’s Squad col-
leagues, Missouri Rep.
Cori Bush, won her Demo-
cratic primary, and in Ari-
zona, Ron Watkins, a lead-
ing figure in the QAnon
conspiracy movement,
was badly trailing in his
Republican primary at
press time. 

Michigan
In Michigan, Meijer

voted for impeachment
just days after he was
sworn into office for his
first term. The former
president has endorsed
Meijer’s opponent, John
Gibbs, a businessman and
missionary who served in
the Trump administration
under Housing Secretary
Ben Carson. 

The two were in a tight
race Tuesday night. Gibbs
has contended Meijer is
not a true Republican
because he voted to
impeach Trump, and has
chastised Meijer for sup-
porting bipartisan gun
control legislation that
President Joe Biden
signed into law in June. 

Meijer, a member of the
Army Reserves who
served in Iraq, has criti-
cized Biden over the U.S.
withdrawal from

Afghanistan, as well as his
handling of the economy.
The congressman’s family
is well known in the Mid-
west as owners of the
chain of Meijer grocery
megastores, and he had a
large fundraising advan-
tage over Gibbs. The win-
ner will face Democrat
Hillary Scholten in
November in the state’s
Democratic-leaning 3rd
Congressional District.

At press time, Gibbs had
about 51% of the vote to
Meijer’s 49% with about
54% of precincts report-
ing. 

Washington
In Washington state, the

two Republicans who
voted for impeachment are
competing in crowded pri-
maries, from which the top
two vote-getters, regard-
less of political party, will
move on to the general
election in November. 

Herrera Beutler’s prima-
ry against eight chal-
lengers, four of whom are
Republicans, in Washing-
ton state’s 3rd Congres-
sional District will be one
of the toughest of her
career. Trump is backing
Joe Kent, a former Green
Beret who has promoted
the former president’s
claims that the 2020 elec-
tion was stolen. 

Herrera Beutler has
been in Congress since
2011 and represents an
area that has favored
Republicans. 

In the central part of
Washington, Newhouse, a
four-term congressman, is
facing seven challengers,
six of whom are Republi-
cans, in the solidly conser-
vative 4th Congressional
District. 
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Real LifeHail
From Page 1A

Once winter arrives, Buffa said, the
repair services will get out of town
because most of them live in RVs.

Buffa said he is certified in paint-
less dent repair and started “chasing
hail” in 1998.  He arrived in
Oconomowoc last month from work
in Arkansas and set up operation on
Wisconsin Avenue. 

His business partner rented a car-
repair shop there and turned it over
to Buffa before venturing out after a
hail storm in Montana.

The Michigan native said he previ-
ously worked as a mechanic but
became involved in dent repair after
realizing it was “clean work com-
pared to wrenching all day.”

He estimated thousands of cars
were damaged during this summer’s
hailstorm, and the work load is keep-
ing all the out-of-town repairmen —
not to mention local insurance agents
— busy.

But coming to Oconomowoc was a
relief for Buffa, he said; his last loca-
tion in Arkansas proved to be a
rough, dangerous place to work.

“It’s a great town,” Buffa said of
Oconomowoc. “Reminds me of where
I grew up.”

Breakfast
From Page 1A

“For 140 years the busi-
ness community has con-
tinuously told us we want
to work on workforce, to be
able to grow your business,
that’s the one thing you
need,” Ludtke said.

Ludtke said the Wauke-
sha County Business
Alliance has developed a
workforce strategy, and
they want to continue to
help the business commu-
nity attract, develop and
retain talent. This can be
done through partnerships
— as the Waukesha County
Business Alliance has
developed relationships
with every K-12 institution,
she said.

First, panel speakers
addressed what their uni-
versities are doing to
address worker shortages.

At Carroll, Gnadinger
said, the university is hav-
ing conversations with
local business leaders to
see what exactly is needed,
as well as monthly meet-
ings with the Analytics
and Business Intelligence
Consortium, so the univer-
sity knew a declining work-
force was coming.

Carroll has added a new
academic program each
year to address needs with-
in the curriculum. For
example, Carroll’s largest
program, the nursing pro-
gram, has been expanded
with an associate degree
nursing program. In addi-
tion, the university has
expanded new credential
programs — such as busi-
ness analytics — in order
to address gaps.

Barnhouse said WCTC
also meets with employers
and has also noticed a
“body problem,” as there
are not enough students to
deliver the needed work-
force.

“One of the things that
we’ve done is we’ve started
a program called WCTC
Accelerate, and that’s a
program where any junior
or senior in high school
can come to WCTC full-
time, transfer those credits
back to their high school,
and graduate their high
school earning their asso-
ciate degree in any field
that we offer ... and join the
workforce at the age of 18
or transfer on to one of our
colleges as a junior at the
age of 18,” Barnhouse said.

In addition, WCTC is
working with businesses to
develop an academic cur-
riculum specifically
designed for a company in
order to meet their needs.
These initiatives help stu-
dents speed through the
entry and exit of college,
Barnhouse said.

At UW-Milwaukee and
UW-Milwaukee at Wauke-
sha, Duce said, UWM has
partnerships with a vari-
ety of employers to create
programming at UWM,
such as the Northwestern
Mutual data science initia-
tive to create new bache-
lor’s and master’s degrees
in the data science field. In
addition, the UW System
has a freshwater program
to address state-wide water
challenges.

UWM also works with
Milwaukee Public Schools
to help incoming students
figure out what career they
want to pursue to help
them quickly achieve their
goals.

Ludtke also had the
panel address what the
business community and
the community at large can
do to help. 

Duce said at UWM, there
are many nursing majors
and there are long wait
lists for nursing classes.

“At UWM that means we
need to be able to invest in
new facilities, this is a

complicated process at the
state level that we go
through every two years to
really figure out how we
can update and change our
facilities by increased state
bonding and state dollars,”
Duce said. “So we need
your help to advocate that
those types of building
projects are important and
that that will help us pro-
vide more nurses to the
community.”

In addition, scholarships
and internships provided
by local businesses also
attract more students to
the workforce, Duce said.

Bronner said transporta-
tion and housing are also a
challenge, as 80% of UWM
students also work.

Gnadinger also encour-
ages businesses to consider
creating an internship pro-
gram. 

“Just over 70% of our
employers end up offering
the interns that work for
them a place (within) their
workforce and nearly 80%
of those students take
those jobs,” she said.
“Retention rates for those
employees are extremely
(high).”

Within Carroll, full-time
recruiters are also in
Phoenix and Minneapolis,
bringing students to
Waukesha. Carroll’s job is
to make the students love
Waukesha County so they
don’t want to leave,
Gnadinger said, so creat-
ing positive internships
can do just that.

The next Mayor’s Break-
fast will take place on Dec.
6.
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Mayor Shawn Reilly speaks at the Mayor’s Breakfast on
Tuesday.

What do you think?

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  
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Paul Buffa at his tool bench with rods and imple-
ments needed for paintless dent repairs.

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) —
The polio virus was detect-
ed in wastewater samples
from the suburban county
near New York City where
an unvaccinated adult
recently contracted the
life-threatening disease,
but health officials said
Tuesday they have not
identified any additional
cases. 

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
said the presence of the
virus was detected in
wastewater samples col-
lected in early June from
Rockland County, where
officials on July 21
announced the first case of
polio in the United States
in nearly a decade.  

The unidentified young
adult had a strain of the
virus that has since been
genetically linked to sam-
ples found in Rockland
County wastewater, as well
to samples in London and
the Jerusalem area. 

The CDC said in a pre-
pared statement said that
the New York wastewater
sample shows there may
be more people in the com-
munity shedding the
virus. 

‘‘However, it’s important
to note that we don’t have
enough information at this
time to determine if the
virus is actively spreading
in New York or elsewhere
in the U.S., and no addi-
tional cases have been
identified,’’ according to
the CDC. 

Health officials have
said the patient had
acquired a ‘‘vaccine-
derived’’ strain of the
virus, meaning it probably
originated in someone who
had been inoculated with a
live vaccine — available in
other countries, but not
the U.S. In rare instances,
people given the live virus
can spread it to other peo-
ple who haven’t been vac-
cinated. 

New York health offi-
cials said they could not
conclusively say whether
the Rockland County sam-
ples came from the patient,
who developed symptoms
in June. 

As to the wider implica-
tions, the Global Polio
Eradication Initiative said
in a statement Friday that
genetic and epidemiologi-
cal investigations are
attempting ‘‘to determine
possible spread of the
virus and potential risk
associated with these vari-
ous isolates detected from
different locations around
the world.’’ 

Polio, once one of the
nation’s most feared dis-
eases, was declared elimi-
nated in the United States
in 1979, more than two
decades after vaccines
became available. 

Its discovery in the popu-
lous suburbs north of New
York City prompted a local
vaccination drive. 

‘‘Given how quickly
polio can spread, now is
the time for every adult,
parent, and guardian to
get themselves and their
children vaccinated as
soon as possible,’’ said
New York State Health
Commissioner Dr. Mary T.
Bassett.  

Polio virus
found in

New York
wastewater,
but no new

cases

Tlaib wins
Democratic 

primary race 
in Michigan

Republicans who voted to impeach
Trump facing challengers


