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Health safety
protocols will

be in place 
By Darryl Enriquez

Special to the Freeman

TOWN OF GENESEE – Get
ready to sink your teeth into
one juicy celebration.

The popular Friends of Ret-
zer Nature Center’s Apple
Harvest Festival is returning
for its 34th season on Satur-
day, Sept. 18. 

The festival will feature
many of its familiar tradi-
tions, such as the apple mar-
ket, arts and crafts vendors, a
beer garden and live music.
Added this year will be self-
guided activities to spread
out attendees across the
grounds.

The event will run from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Retzer
Nature Center, S14-W28167
Madison St.

“I’m so glad to be coming
back together to celebrate fall
in Waukesha County at one of
our favorite park festivals
with delicious treats, fun
activities, and great shop-
ping,” said Waukesha County
Executive Paul Farrow.
“Plans are on course for a
safe and healthy event
throughout the nature center
grounds.”

Food and drink
The Delafield Brewhaus

Beer Garden will be serving
ready-to-eat food and assort-
ed beverages and brews,
including “Retzer Apple Ale.”

The Apple Market will have
a variety of apples from
Brightonwoods Orchard and

Patterson Orchards. Half-gal-
lons of cider and caramel
apples also will be available
for purchase.

Waukesha County Techni-
cal College’s Baking and Pas-
try Management students
will bake apple pies, fruit
crisps and other sweet treats
to take home. To limit contact
points, single-serve pie, ice
cream and cups of cider will
not be sold this year.

Retzer supervisor Janet
Barthel said the festival is a
celebration of fall, delicious
apples, sweet treats and possi-
bly a cold Retzer Apple Ale.

“We hope that (visitors) dis-
cover what gems the Nature
Center has with its beautiful
lands, winding trails, and
Environmental Learning
Center,” Barthel said. “We
want them to come visit us all
year long and take in the
beauty of this place.

“Decades ago, the neigh-
bors to the south of the Ret-
zers’ property had an apple
orchard. Some of that land is

now part of Retzer Nature
Center. Apple Harvest Festi-
val is a nod to the heritage of
this place and a way to bring
the community together for
fun and food, while appreciat-
ing and learning about the
natural beauty around us.”

Activities
Visitors can shop arts and

crafts vendors, bid on items
at the Friends of Retzer
Nature Center’s Silent Auc-
tion and enjoy a variety of
self-guided hikes and educa-
tional activities. Scarecrow
Lane opens for the season
with rows of community-
made scarecrows to view and
hikers can read the book
“Little Acorn” along Story
Hike trail.

Children can participate in
take-and-make activities and
play on the new Wood Climb-
ing Exploration Station
recently added to the Discov-
ery Trail.

Limited tickets at $3 each
will be available for the Hor-

witz–DeRemer Planetarium
show.

Safety measures
At this time, masks are not

required outdoors or indoors.
Individuals are encouraged
to follow the Centers of Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
(CDC) guidance.

There will be increased
cleaning of touchpoints and
restrooms and multiple hand
sanitizing stations through-
out the grounds. The event
layout will also expand this
year to allow for more social
distancing, including spread-
ing out picnic tables and
spacing lines.

To limit crowding indoors,
all dessert items will be sold
through pass-through win-
dows. For up-to-date safety
information, visit
www.waukeshacounty.gov/a
ppleharvestfestival.

Admission
Admission is $10 per car,

cash only. Visitors will pay
from their vehicle upon entry
to the parking area. Friends
of Retzer Nature Center
members receive free admis-
sion with membership cards.

For more information
about becoming a Friends
member, visit www.friend-
sofretzer.org.

For details on festival
events, building a scarecrow,
or volunteering at the event,
call Retzer Nature Center at
262-896-8007, or visit
www.waukeshacounty.gov/a
ppleharvestfestival.

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com
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PEWAUKEE — Waukesha
County Technical College’s
new kitchen and bath design
program is officially here,
making WCTC only the sec-
ond technical college in the
state to have a program affili-
ated with the National
Kitchen & Bath Association. 

The 60-credit associate
degree program has some
curriculum in common with
the existing interior design
program and will teach stu-
dents how to create aestheti-
cally pleasing, environmen-
tally focused kitchen and
bath spaces. 

WCTC Associate Dean of
Education and Human Ser-
vices Joan Hader said the col-
lege’s interior design pro-

gram is nearly a half century
old, having started in 1973,
and interest is growing. She
said it’s grown 57% in the last
seven years. “It’s just boom-
ing for us,” she said. 

The program will make use
of a specialized learning lab,
a space where students will
be able to see Americans with
Disabilities Act accessible
bathrooms and how the pip-
ing is laid out so they might
understand it better. Lab con-
struction is taking place this
fall and is expected to be com-
plete in the spring. 

Students from outside
design programs will make
use of the lab space as well,
like those in carpentry and
plumbing. Hader said the lab
will allow students to see the
collaborative efforts that go
into these kitchen and bath
spaces. It will also feature

products from Kohler, a
renowned Wisconsin-based
company best known for its
plumbing products. 

“We’re trying really to
highlight some of the smart
home technology we see so
much in construction today,”
Hader said. 

Industry specialists are
likely to be brought in as
well. Students will learn to
work with architects and
builders, specifying materi-
als and producing floor and
lighting plans. As their cap-
stone class project, students
will work for real clients
going from initial interview
to processing, product
research and a final presen-
tation. 

To learn more about
WCTC’s kitchen and bath
design program, visit
https://rb.gy/j01rmu.
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Like a Rolling Stone
WAUKESHA — Dave Witkowski, a retired Waukesha Coun-
ty Sheriff’s deputy, shows off his Rolling Stones emblem at
the Stones tribute concert Tuesday at Cutler Park.

Apple Harvest Festival returns Sept. 18 

Submitted photo

The Friends of Retzer Nature Center’s Apple Harvest will
return for its 34th season on Sept. 18.

By Jake Ekdahl
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WAUKESHA — A tweet by
a Waukesha-focused account
Tuesday kicked off a chain
reaction of false allegations. 

The Twitter account
alleged at about 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday that a person was
impersonating a police offi-
cer and was looking for a
school board member affili-
ated with a business in the
200 block of Main Street in
Waukesha. 

Waukesha Police Capt.
Dan Baumann clarified to
The Freeman later Tuesday
that was not the case. He said
that particular online
account is of dubious accu-
racy and no charges were
filed. “There was no police
impersonator,” he said.

What did happen, Bau-
mann said, was an individu-
al wearing his security com-
pany uniform walked into
the salon business and asked

for a haircut. The individual,
who apparently lives in
Beloit and works for a
Janesville-based firm,
allegedly said he saw an
online post suggesting he get
a haircut there.

The incident follows a con-
tentious Waukesha School
Board meeting over meal
plans for the coming school
year. One of the board mem-
bers is affiliated with the
Waukesha business, and has
had numerous recent Google
reviews posted on that busi-
ness referencing the school
board discussion — posts
have been both negative and
some in support. 

The individual who
showed up Tuesday may
have been referencing one of
those reviews when he said
he saw an online post urging
him to get a haircut there. 

Baumann said that while
the person showing up in
uniform did get a rise out of
some, there was nothing
criminal that took place. 

False alarm raised
about alleged police

impersonator

By Cara Spoto
cspoto@conleynet.com 

262-513-2653

WAUKESHA — Area motorists
could see their commutes impact-
ed next year by a handful of pro-
posed road projects, including a
four-block reconstruction of
Arcadian Avenue. 

Aldermen are currently in the
process of reviewing the city’s
updated five-year capital
improvement plan. Also referred
to as the Community Investment
Plan or CIP, the plan calls for a
number of road reconstruction
and resurfacing projects, as well
as other infrastructure expendi-
tures, including installing new
traffic and street lights and
repairs to city sidewalks. 

The plan currently calls for
spending roughly $2.1 million on
major road reconstruction pro-

jects in 2022. That price tag
includes reconstructing Arcadian
Avenue between Hartwell and
Oakland avenues; North Street
between West St. Paul Avenue and
Madison Street; West St. Paul
Avenue between Mountain
Avenue and Madison Street; and
Madison Street between Ann
Street and the Fox River. 

The city is also planning to con-
tinue its ongoing flood mitigation
work. In 2022 the work calls for
upsizing the stormwater con-
veyance system near Michigan
Avenue, North High School and
Greenmeadow Drive.

Finance Committee Chairman
Joe Pieper noted on Tuesday that
while past capital improvement
budgets have been packed with
large building projects, including
the construction of a new City
Hall and the expansion of the
police department, this year’s CIP

marks a return to the basics.
“We have done these bigger pro-

jects, and we need to ensure that
the amount of money we spend
on debt payments is manageable,
which it is,” Pieper said. “And we
are continuing to invest in roads
and flood mitigation.”

Minor reconstruction 
and resurfacing 

Continuing that effort to
improve the city’s roadways, next
year’s CIP calls for more recon-
struction of Tenny Avenue.
Under the current proposal the
popular throughway would be
reconstructed between East
Newhall Avenue and Oakwood
Drive. The roadway was recon-
structed from Roberta Avenue to
Oakwood Drive in 2020. 

The roughly $2.28 million ear-
marked for minor road construc-
tion also includes money for the

reconstruction of Linden Street
from Hartwell to Oakland
avenues, and Pilot Court between
Pewaukee Road and its terminus. 

In addition to full reconstruc-
tion projects, city staff is also rec-
ommending that around a dozen
sections of roadway be resur-
faced. 

Resurfacing restores a roadway
to like-new conditions by repair-
ing storm inlets, manholes and
curbs, and then milling off the
existing road surface and replac-
ing it with a new asphalt driving
surface. 

Among the roadways currently
being considered for resurfacing
are Bonnie Lane from Jays Lane
to Cambridge Avenue; Joellen
Drive from Madison Street to
Luis Court; and a number of
streets in the University Mead-
ows subdivision on the city’s
northwest side. 

Street lights and stoplights 
Money has also been earmarked

in 2022 to replace aging city street
lights on College Avenue, Charles
Street and James Street with
energy-efficient LED fixtures.

In addition to the $140,000 set
aside for new street lights, city staff
have also earmarked about $250,000
to pay for the installation of stop-
lights at the intersection of St. Paul
Avenue and Albert Street.

The CIP also calls for spending
$750,000 to upgrade the existing
intersection and traffic lights at
East Main Street and Davidson
Road, which sits near a number of
the city’s used car dealerships,
and is less than a quarter mile
south of the busy intersection of
East Main Street and East More-
land Boulevard (Highway 18). 

The Finance Committee is slat-
ed to vote on the CIP at its Sept. 14
meeting. 

Arcadian Avenue reconstruction proposed for 2022
Community Investment Plan also calls for stoplights at St. Paul Avenue and Albert Street 

WCTC unveils new Kitchen 
and Bath Design program 

Lottery

Tuesday, Aug. 31 
WISCONSIN

Daily Pick 3                        9-4-6 
Daily Pick 4                     9-0-6-6 
SuperCash       4-14-26-28-36-39
SuperCash Doubler: No 
Badger 5              3-12-16-24-27 
Mega Millions       8-14-31-58-68
Mega Ball                              15
Megaplier                                  3 New collaborative learning lab in the works 

Incident possibly linked to
Waukesha School Board activity 

WAUKESHA – The
Annual Sam Beres Soccer
Tournament will take
place this Labor Day week-
end, Friday and Saturday,
with proceeds to be donat-
ed to the Medical College
of Wisconsin for leukemia
research.

The tournament is held
in memory of Sam Beres,
who lost his battle with
leukemia in April 2000
when he was six years old. 

Sam Beres was the
nephew of Catholic Memo-
rial’s (CMH) varsity soccer
coach and alumnus John
Bisswurm; the brother of
CMH alumnus Jordan
Beres; a nephew and
cousin of an additional 17

aunts/uncles/cousins of
CMH alumni; the sister of
current student Emily
Vogel; and the cousin of
current CMH students
Grace, Jack and Max.

Bisswurm, coaching his
42nd season for CMH, also
heads the family business,
International Concrete
Products in Germantown. 

Over the past 20 years,
the Bisswurm family,
along with many relatives
and friends, including the
CMH Boys Soccer Pro-
gram, have raised and
donated over $525,000 in
Sam’s memory. 

The event will take place
at the home field that
Catholic Memorial High

School shares with Wauke-
sha South High School,
located at 401 E. Roberta
Ave., Waukesha.

The Friday event will be
at 4:30 p.m. featuring CMH
vs. Southeastern Wiscon-
sin Christian Home Acade-
my, and at 6:30 p.m. for
Racine St. Catherine vs.
Carmen South. On Satur-
day there will be an 11 a.m.
consolation match and a 1
p.m. championship match. 

Admission for adults will
be $5 for one day or $8 for a
two-day pass. Senior
admission is $3 for one day
or $5 for a two-day pass.
Students are $2 per day and
children ages six years old
and under are free.

Annual Sam Beres Soccer Tournament
for leukemia research this weekend


