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Bill
From Page 1A

The bill remains a “work in
progress,” said Mike Pyritz, a
spokesman for Senate Republican
Majority Leader Devin LeMahieu.

Democrats on the committee tried
unsuccessfully Thursday to remove
portions of the bill unrelated to
state aid for local governments, but
Republicans rejected it. Democratic
members of the Assembly commit-
tee said Thursday the bill came with
too many strings attached.

The proposal would prohibit local
advisory referenda questions, ban
public health officials from order-

ing businesses closed for more than
two weeks and cut aid to communi-
ties that reduce the number of
police officers and firefighters.

It would also mandate that local
governments approve projects
under the state’s land stewardship
program that are north of U.S.
Highway 8, which runs across
roughly the northernmost quarter
of the state. Republicans have long
raised concerns about such projects
that keep the land from being devel-
oped in the future.  

At its core, the Republican-
authored proposal will increase
funding to counties, cities, towns
and villages by $227 million over the
next two years, but could only be

spent on police and fire protection,
emergency medical services, emer-
gency response communications,
public works and transportation.
State aid to local governments,
known as shared revenue, will be
tied to the state sales tax and go up
with inflation.

Milwaukee could levy a 2% sales
tax and Milwaukee County could
add 0.375% sales tax to its current
0.5% sales tax. Both would need
voter approval, and any money
raised would go toward paying for
the underfunded pension and pub-
lic safety services. Once the pension
obligations are paid, the city and
county could no longer levy the
additional sales tax.

Bullying
From Page 1A

Ashley Strachota, who has sever-
al children in the school, spoke
during public comment about the
incidents as well as the overall
safety of children in the class. 

“We feel strongly that the extent
of what’s been going on in the
classroom hasn’t been fully com-
municated to us as parents and to
you, our children’s top advocates,”
Strachota said. 

She spoke about incidents that
started in the beginning of the year
as “kids being kids” to hands being
put on her child. The first two
instances involved her child being
taken to the health room after being
injured by another student. In
February the same student punched
her daughter in the face.

Strachota reached out to the
school principal about the concerns. 

“Three times now we want
actions and answers. What is the
plan for the student? Shouldn’t the
principal be reaching out to us and
communicating the concern and
action plan?”

Strachota said the principal told
her that due to the student’s privacy,
the action plan couldn’t be shared.
Strachota’s husband requested the
other child be moved to another
classroom. In March, the same stu-
dent allegedly placed hands around
Strachota’s daughter’s neck and
choked her. 

“The principal stated the student
will be suspended for the remainder
of the week. For a second time my
husband requested the student be
removed from the classroom,” she
said. 

Strachota and her husband were
told switching the student’s class-
room would make the situation
worse. 

“We received no follow-up. I do
believe the behaviors of one student
has trickled down onto other stu-
dents in this classroom and has pro-

gressively gotten worse,” she said. 
Natalie Mortensen, a parent,

spoke about an email sent to parents
about her child’s kindergarten
class. The email mentioned chal-
lenges with behaviors and how safe-
ty is the top priority. The next day
she went to the principal.

“We were given examples of chil-
dren throwing markers and not
keeping their hands and feet to
themselves during carpet time.
Unfortunately after connecting with
other parents in the class, the reali-
ty is of our children and their learn-
ing environment is more disturbing
and concerning than we were led to
believe,” Mortensen said.

Mortensen said parents learned
from others that children have been
punched, choked and physically
assaulted. 

“We’ve learned that our children
are being escorted to an alternate
location in the classroom because of
challenges with behaviors,” she
said. 

Danae June also spoke about chil-
dren being moved to another loca-
tion and her daughter being bullied
and assaulted.  

“I want accountability for why
students are being hurt and bullied
when the school has policies to pre-
vent that. I want to know why more
resources were not given to a strug-
gling classroom,” June said. 

Nina Christensen, board presi-
dent, spoke after all the parents
were finished.

“I’m so sorry that it had to come to
this point that you had to come to
this setting to share your heartfelt
stories and experiences. On behalf
of the board, I want to tell you we
hear every word and are listening,”
Christensen said.

She added the stories will not fall
on deaf ears and the board under-
stands the urgency of the situation.

“We will ask the difficult ques-
tions, and we will seek answers. I
promise you we will do our due dili-
gence to find a resolution for you so
you can regain the trust and have

your children feel safe and secure in
our school system,” Nina Chris-
tensen said. 

District’s response 
The school district said immedi-

ate actions include that they will
notify classroom parents if an evac-
uation of the classroom is needed
on the day it occurs with the reason
and length of time. The teacher will
send a daily email and weekly
newsletter to families. The school
will continue to monitor the class-
room environment on a daily
basis.   

The school will add Educational
Assistant (EA) support to match stu-
dents’ needs in the various class-
rooms and modify student sched-
ules to minimize disruptive behav-
iors. Some students will be partici-
pating in other classrooms through-
out the day. 

“We take all concerns related to
communication issues in the class-
room very seriously, and we under-
stand how important effective com-
munication is for successful learn-
ing. We apologize for any frustra-
tion caused by these issues and are
committed to addressing them
promptly. In this specific incident,
we acknowledge that we could have
done a better job in communicating
with parents. The district’s expecta-
tion is that we clearly communicate
with our parents regularly regard-
ing the safety of their children. That
did not happen.   

“We encourage all students to
communicate openly with their
teachers about any difficulties they
may be experiencing. Because of
this situation, we are reviewing our
classroom communication policies
and practices to ensure that they are
effective and meet the needs of our
students and families. We will take
all necessary steps to improve com-
munication in the classroom
regarding specific incidents such
as occurred in this situation,” the
district said.

WCTC student
appointed to 

Wisconsin Technical 
College System Board 

PEWAUKEE — Gov. Tony Evers announced Waukesha County
Technical College student Janixa Franco Gonzalez is one of four
appointees to the Wisconsin Technical College System (WTCS)
Board. 

Franco Gonzalez will be graduating in May from
WCTC with her Early Childhood Education associ-
ate degree. She is currently a special education
paraprofessional for the Pewaukee School District
and has been an assistant teacher and student
teacher at various schools and childhood develop-
ment centers. 

Franco Gonzalez was a panelist at the National
Association for the Education of Young Children
2022 Annual Conference and the WTCS Conference
on Race and Ethnicity. Along with that, she was also chosen to
represent WCTC for the 2022-23 school year at the WTCS Ambas-
sador Program. 

Along with her many accomplishments, Franco Gonzalez has
volunteer experience including a women’s shelter service project
and marketing projects for WCTC. 

“I am both honored and excited to be appointed as a student
member of the WTCS Board,” said Franco Gonzalez. “I hope to
spread awareness of the value of having a technical college edu-
cation and advocate for the technical college system. I am eager to
voice my student experiences to help students of all ages and
backgrounds. I hope to also be an inspiration for the future gen-
erations to see the importance of not only having an education
but advocating for it.”

The other appointments include Alex Lasry and Lindsay
Blumer, along with Quincey Daniels who was reappointed. 

Gonzalez

Brookfield Central High
School student receives

high national honor
BROOKFIELD — Three Wisconsin students, including one

from Brookfield Central High School, have been named U.S.
Presidential Scholars by the U.S. Department of Education,
one of the nation’s highest honors for high school students. 

The students received the recognition for achievement in
academics, arts, and career and technical education. Ananya
Bhatt (Brookfield Central High School – Elmbrook School Dis-
trict), Ethan Mark Zentner (Nicolet High School – Nicolet
Union High School District) and Saskatoon Robert Fuzz Damm
(Medford Area Senior High School – Medford Area Public
School District) are among 161 students from across the U.S. to
receive the honor.

“It is an incredible honor to achieve this distinction, and I
am proud to extend my congratulations to these Wisconsin stu-
dents, along with their families and the amazing educators
who have supported them,” State Superintendent Jill Underly
said. “Wisconsin’s three U.S. Presidential Scholars exemplify
the leadership we need in our state, and I look forward to what
they do next.”


