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Will Republicans
impeach 

Protasiewicz?
Vos says he hasn’t decided, but

‘we have to take a look at it’
MADISON (AP) — Republican lawmakers are talking about

impeaching newly-elected liberal Wisconsin Supreme Court Jus-
tice Justice Janet Protasiewicz and removing her from office.

Republicans worry that the legislative districts they drew 12
years ago, which are widely viewed as among the most gerry-
mandered in the country, will be undone in one of the court’s

first actions under liberal control. 
Democratic-friendly groups brought two law-

suits in the first week of newly elected Justice
Janet Protasiewicz’s term asking the new liberal-
controlled court to toss the maps.

Protasiewicz started her 10-year term the the
court Aug. 1, flipping majority control to 4-3 lib-
erals for the first time in 15 years.

The moves came after Protasiewicz said during
her winning campaign that the maps are
“rigged," “unfair” and should be reviewed. 

“When you’re saying that one side has rigged
maps, you have made a decision that maps in her
opinion are biased, which is the point of the
whole case,” Republican Assembly Speaker
Robin Vos told The Associated Press on Thurs-
day. “She shouldn’t have said what she did, but
she did. And now she has to own it.”

Vos and fellow Republicans who control the
Legislature asked to intervene in the redistrict-
ing lawsuits, arguing that Protasiewicz must

recuse herself because she has
prejudged the cases. Those who
brought the lawsuits argue that
Republicans are trying to nulli-
fy the results of the election.

“Those who unconstitutional-
ly locked themselves into con-
trol over the legislature are
apoplectic that they cannot gerrymander the court,” attorney
Jeffrey Mandell, who is part of a coalition that filed one of the
lawsuits, posted on social media Thursday. 

The goal is about having an unbiased judiciary, not over-
turning an election, Vos said.

Protasiewicz did not make any “pledges or promises” about
how she would rule, which would require recusal, attorneys in
the other redistricting lawsuits argued this week in a filing
that seeks to keep her from stepping aside.

Vos said Thursday he still hasn’t decided whether to proceed.
“I want to do legal research and see if this is unprecedent-

ed,” he said. “I’m not saying it’s definitely happening. But we
have to take a look at it.”

Republicans have a 64-35 majority in the Assembly and it
would only take 50 votes to impeach. They control 22 of the 33
seats in the state Senate, giving them exactly the number
they’d then need to convict and remove Protasiewicz from
office.

If the Assembly impeached her, Protasiewicz would be
barred from taking any actions as a justice until the Senate
acted. That could effectively stop her from voting on redistrict-
ing without removing her from office and creating a vacancy
that Democratic Gov. Tony Evers would fill.

The day after Protasiewicz was elected, Wisconsin Senate
Majority Leader Devin LeMahieu seemed to cast doubt on the
Senate moving ahead with impeachment.

“To impeach someone, they would need to do something very
serious,” LeMahieu told WISN-TV. “We are not looking to start
the impeachment process as a regular occurring event in Wis-
consin.”

LeMahieu did not respond Thursday to a request for com-
ment.

The Legislature has voted only once to impeach a state judge.
It happened in 1853, just five years after statehood, and the
state Senate did not convict. The Wisconsin Constitution limits
the reasons to impeach a sitting officeholder to corrupt con-
duct in office or the commission or a crime or misdemeanor,
according to the Wisconsin Legislative Council, nonpartisan
attorneys who advise the Legislature.

A turbulent court
The fight over redistricting, and possible impeachment,

comes amid public and private fighting among the justices. In
their first week in power, liberal justices fired the conservative
state court director and weakened the powers of conservative
Chief Justice Annette Ziegler, which she said amounted to an
unconstitutional “coup.”

The court has yet to hear its first case of the term. Oral
arguments in that case, over whether a couple must be married
to adopt a child, are set for Sept. 11.

The court has not yet decided whether it will hear the redis-
tricting challenges.

Protasiewicz

What do you think?
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Cosmetology student Olivia Perugini styles the hair of Yaritza Ascenio in the new salon space at WCTC. The salon
features 16 state-of-the-art stations for cutting, coloring, and styling hair.

By Isabella Kostolni
ikostolni@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

PEWAUKEE — The first floor of
Building S on Waukesha County
Technical College’s main campus
has undergone some massive
changes over the last six months.
In February, the old fitness center
was dismantled to allow the expan-
sion of WCTC’s cosmetology pro-
gram — a field of study that has
seen significant growth in the past
few years.

Associate Dean of Community &
Professional Services Timothy Hol-
loway says that prior to the expan-
sion, WCTC accepted a total of 48
students into the program each
year. But with the number of appli-
cants soaring, the college had to do
something to accommodate the
growing interest in cosmetology. 

“We were seeing as many as 120 to
130 students apply for the pro-
gram,” Holloway explained. “I
worked with the [Institutional
Research and Effectiveness unit]
internally at our school and deter-
mined that there’s some longevity
here. So we began looking at fund-
ing sources and were able to find an
expanding industry grant.”

WCTC received a $300,000 grant
from the Wisconsin Technical Col-
lege System. With that money they
were able to purchase additional
iPads and supplies for students and
hire four more faculty members for
the cosmetology program. To help
build up the program even more,

WCTC constructed a state-of-the-art
salon space, along with a new class-
room and laundry facility with four
washers and five dryers. The new
facilities were unveiled this month,
at the start of the fall term.

The new salon is outfitted with 16
stations for cutting, coloring, and
styling hair. Holloway says WCTC
did ample research to ensure that
the college’s salon aligns with
industry standards.

“We were very intentional about
making sure the salon reflected the
modern day salon,” he said. “So we
looked at a number of different
salons throughout the area [and]
different technical schools’ setups,
where we determined what is best
practice.”

Holloway reports that students
and staff are already putting the
salon and classroom to good use.
“Our semester started last week
and we are currently in the new
space six days a week, utilizing
both of our areas,” he said.

Because of this expansion, WCTC
was able to double its number of
cosmetology cohorts. Now, 96 stu-
dents can be accepted into the pro-
gram each year.

Though there are far more admit-
ted than years past, Holloway notes
that the quality of education is just
as good, if not even better, thanks to
the additional faculty members.

“With more students we needed
more instructors,” he said. “Not
only teaching, but the guiding and
coordination of the many activities
that we do in our program.”

Thanks to that grant, the college
hired three full-time instructors
and one instructional support tech-
nician to help facilitate learning. 

These new instructors will help
teach cosmetology students about
the latest practices and techniques
in the industry. They’ll also utilize
the iPads purchased with the grant
money to streamline student-client
interactions.

“With the new salon we have an
opportunity to really focus on being
as digital as we can,” Holloway
said. “Our plan is to move all of our
in-salon [documentation] to elec-
tronic. The hope is our checkout
form, our customer feedback form
will all be put on these iPads so that
it can be easily accessed, easily
stored by the student and instruc-
tor. That’s something that I have
been wanting to do for years, and
it’s just come to fruition.”

Looking ahead, Holloway is confi-
dent that this expansion of the cos-
metology department will only bol-
ster WCTC’s reputation as leaders
in higher education. 

“There’s a lot of organizations, a
lot of educational areas that are not
actively looking at new ways to
bring students in,” he said. “This
shows that we are making bold
moves, moving toward the modern
college, and trying to look at new
ways to attract students, retain stu-
dents, and educate students.”

To learn more about or apply for
WCTC’s cosmetology program,
visit wctc.edu/academics/pro-
grams/cosmetology/. 

WCTC unveils new salon space
College now offering more spots in cosmetology program Vos

WAUKESHA – Thursday was
International Overdose Aware-
ness Day. Waukesha County
Executive Paul Farrow and
Health and Human Services
Director Elizabeth Aldred gath-
ered Thursday evening in
Frame Park, 1240 Frame Park
Drive, along with community
members and the Waukesha
County Heroin Task Force to
honor the people whose lives
have been altered by overdoses
with a candlelight vigil.

Waukesha County also has a
number of resources and ser-
vices to help those struggling
with substance abuse. Confi-
dential services include:

■ Individual and Group
Therapy

■ Intensive Outpatient Pro-
gram

■ Consultation
■ Diagnostic Evaluation/

Referral
■ Education
■ Medication-Assisted Treat-

ment
■ Overdose Prevention &

Naloxone Training
■ Treatment Aftercare
■ Women’s Health and

Recovery Project (WHARP)

It’s been just over one year
since Farrow declared fentanyl
a community health crisis. Fen-
tanyl is a synthetic opioid, 100
times more powerful than mor-

phine and fueling overdose
deaths across the United States
and Wisconsin. The drug has
had a devastating impact on
our communities. In 2021, there
were 105 overdoses in Wauke-
sha County linked to fentanyl. 

By the end of 2023, nearly 200
Overdose Aid Kits (OAK) Boxes
will have been distributed
throughout multiple communi-
ties across Waukesha County.

These kits contain (naloxone)
commonly known as Narcan,
the lifesaving overdose reversal

nasal spray, fentanyl test
strips, a breathing mask and
gloves.

Since August 2022, Waukesha
County Health and Human Ser-
vices has distributed almost
4,000

fentanyl testing strips into
the community. Several OAK
boxes were put in county facili-
ties for public use, including
the Waukesha County Court-
house, Secure Courts Tower,
Administration Center, Jail,
Sheriff’s Department, Mental
Health Center, Juvenile Center,
all County parks, Ranger sta-
tions and beach stations.

Also on the county website,
visitors can now see overdose
data in their very own commu-
nity, by viewing a brand new
heat map. Visitors can also
view response summaries and
pinpoint the exact locations of
the OAK boxes.

County officials observe
International Overdose

Awareness Day 

Authentic
and fresh

flavors
Cantarito’s 

Restaurant offers 
traditional Mexican

meat options, 
flavorful drinks

By Katherine Beck
kbeck@conleynet.com

WAUKESHA — In a city with sev-
eral Mexican food restaurants,
Anthony Camacho plans to stand out
with his authentic flavors and ingre-
dients at the newly opened Cantari-
to’s Restaurant.

One area of the menu where
authenticity shines is the meat
options, Camacho said, which
include lingua (beef tongue), barba-
coa (shredded steamed beef), cabeza
(steamed beef head) and suadero (a
cut of beef near the lower flank).
Also on the menu is a more authen-
tic version of the recently popular
birria, which traditionally is a
stewed piece of goat meat, but most
area restaurants use beef, Camacho
said. At Cantarito’s, they use lamb.
All of these meat options, along with
chicken, chorizo and ground beef,
can be used in a choice of entrees,
such as tacos, chimichangas and
burritos.

“I do think that these meat choices
are going to really take off. I have
tried them all and I think they are
really good,” Camacho said.

Another section of the menu is
dedicated to fresh ceviche and
aguachiles, a type of ceviche made
with raw shrimp with cucumbers,
onions, lime juice and peppers.
Ceviche options include shrimp,
octopus, tuna and other fish. Cama-
cho said all of the ceviche dishes are
made with traditional recipes using
fresh ingredients.

Even the name of the restaurant
highlights a menu option not com-
monly found in Waukesha County —

cantarito, a tequila-based cocktail
with citrus juices, grapefruit juice
and agave nectar. This Mexican
cocktail is served in colorful ceramic
mugs, from which the drink gets its
name. However, Cantarito’s won’t
have its liquor license until Sept. 6,
so until then, other drink options
will need to be ordered.

Since opening the doors of Cantar-
ito’s on Aug. 25, Camacho said, busi-
ness has been steady. The restau-
rant’s space at 408 E. Main St. previ-
ously was the location of Margari-
ta’s, which is in the process of open-
ing at 453 W. Main St.

Camacho said the restaurant
offers ample parking and his staff
pride themselves on maintaining a
very clean restaurant inside and out.
He also takes pride in creating deli-
cious food for customers.

“I like preparing food for other
people. (Perhaps) it’s part of my His-
panic culture of making food for
other people,” Camacho said. “I

recently realized that I love cooking,
I love doing that.”

He has worked in the restaurant
industry for about 10 years, filling
every position available. 

“And now I am really happy to be
able to work in our own restaurant
full time,” Camacho said. 

When perusing the menu, diners
can also find various desserts made
in house, such as churros, flan and
tres leches cake. 

“Everything sold in the restaurant
is made in the kitchen,” Camacho
said. 

It’s the fresh and authentic flavors
that Camacho hopes will draw cus-
tomers to Cantarito’s. 

“If you want to try something new
in Waukesha, as far as food options
go, it would be really good for you to
give us a try,” he said. 

Photos courtesy of Gladys Camacho

Cantarito’s Restaurant, 408 E. Main St., Waukesha, is open late and offers a
variety of authentic Mexican dishes and flavors.

At a glance
What: Cantarito’s Restaurant
Where: 408 E. Main St., Waukesha
Hours: 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. Sunday
through Wednesday, 10 a.m. to mid-
night Thursday, 10 a.m. to 2:30 a.m.
Friday and Saturday
Info: 262-349-9000; find them on
Facebook

Several ceviche and aguachile dish-
es are on the menu at Cantarito’s.


