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Malone
From Page 1A

The appeals court upheld
the trial court’s finding that
the video used at trial does
not conclusively establish
the second robber was
white, and even if a jury
could reasonably conclude
that the second robber was
white, it does not negate the
testimony of the other two
defendants that the second
robber at the 7-Eleven was
Malone. 

Malone also argued that
his trial lawyer was defec-
tive for failing to show at
trial part of the video
surveillance montage that
showed the right hand of the
second 7-Eleven robber,
showing he was white. 

The District II Court of
Appeals, citing testimony
from others in the case and
evidence in the investiga-
tion showing Malone was
involved in the Citgo rob-
bery, ruled “Malone has not

convinced us that a new trial
is warranted.”

“Malone insists the real
controversy was not fully
tried in this case because the
jury was not shown the addi-
tional video footage from the
7-Eleven robbery, which,
again, Malone argues sug-
gests the second robber in
that robbery was Caucasian,
while Malone is African-
American.This goes
nowhere,” the court ruled.
“As we have thoroughly dis-
cussed, the real controversy
in Malone’s trial was
whether he was the second
robber in the Citgo rob-
bery/felony murder. Evi-
dence suggesting a Cau-
casian man might have been
the second robber in the 7-
Eleven robbery does not
undermine the compelling
evidence that Malone was
the second robber in the rob-
bery at issue before the jury
— again, the Citgo robbery.”

Dissent
But in a dissent, Appeals

Court Judge Paul Reilly

said Malone deserved a
new trial as justice was
miscarried in the case. He
said the state has no foren-
sic evidence linking Mal-
one to either robbery and
bases its case “in the testi-
mony of an admitted killer
(Thomas) and his side-kick,
get-away driver (Cotton),
both of whom admitted to
lying at various times as to
who was involved in the
robberies/shootings.”

He referred to a photo of
the second 7-Eleven robber
that clearly showed his
right hand was that of a
Caucasian, and said the
trial attorney failed to
focus on such evidence. 

“The extraction (in
surveillance montage) of 10
seconds of key video
footage removed a materi-
ally exculpatory piece of
evidence,” Reilly wrote,
without blaming the state
for it. “I acknowledge that
actionable fault lies with
Malone’s trial counsel. But
due process and fundamen-
tal justice requires the gov-

ernment to act with
integrity and defense coun-
sel to act proficiently —
neither of which
occurred.”

Brian Borkowicz, Mal-
one’s attorney, declined to
comment until he could
speak with his client.
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Conley Media has a new pet website
gmtoday.com/pets
and your pet could be
the Star of the Week!
This website features pet focused 
content and area businesses who love pets 
as much as you do. Let us feature your pet as 
our “Star of the Week” on the home page.

Email a photo of your pet to:
promotions@conleynet.com with your pet’s name.
We will choose a different pet to feature each week.
Please submit photos of your pet only, (no people.) 
Your submission grants us permission to use the 
photo for promotions.
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Budget
From Page 1A

The operations portion of
the city tax levy is only
increasing by about $700,000,
Abbott said, but the city is
expecting some revenue
increases, including a
$450,000 bump in investment
revenues, that will help
cover the gap. 

Big projects 
The Common Council has

already approved the city’s
latest Capital Improvement
Program budget. The five-
year infrastructure spend-
ing plan allocates dollars
for roughly $63.5 million in
projects for 2019, including
$13.5 million for the con-
struction of a 2,500-seat
baseball stadium and soc-
cer fields as part of the
Mindiola Sports Complex
project, and about $24.2 mil-
lion for a new City Hall that
is currently estimated to
cost $27.3 million. 

While the city will be
undertaking both projects
next year, any tax impact
due to related borrowing
likely won’t show up on this
winter’s tax bills, Abbott
said. 

Lahner estimated last
month that the City Hall pro-
ject could increase city taxes
by 4 percent, but since the
city likely won’t be borrow-
ing for actual construction
until well into next year, any
extra revenue needed likely
won’t show up on tax bills
until late 2019, Abbott
explained.  

What’s next? 
The Finance Committee is

expected to spend the next
month going over the entire
budget in detail, hearing
from individual department
heads about their proposed
spending plans. 

The council is slated to
vote on the spending plan
Nov. 8, following a public
hearing. 

Early
From Page 1A

and exploring within early
education classrooms as
there used to be.

“It’s low wages and it’s a
pretty hard job with a lot of
demands. I think retention is
a real issue there pretty uni-
versally,” said Kretchmar.

Both Kretchmar and Kloi-
da explained that those early
child development years are
the most important in a
child’s life when it comes to
schooling. The learning
environments students are
placed in can affect them in
both positive and negative
ways, so having strong early
childhood educators is
paramount to creating
strong thinkers.

Effects on the economy
Having a shortage of

teachers isn’t just an issue
for learners. The conse-
quences could potentially
spread throughout the
region and into the world of
business.

“If we can’t fill child cen-
ters with teachers, it will
have an effect on the econo-
my. People won’t be able to
(go to) work,” said Kloida.

Hader says there’s could be
an even bigger economic
impact at play in the region,
especially with the combina-
tion of a strong workforce
and economy bringing in
new companies like Foxconn.

“We have Foxconn coming
into the region and manufac-
turing is going to need peo-
ple working. The challenge

becomes that child care cen-
ters can’t remain open
because they can’t find
teachers to run their class-
rooms,” said Hader.

There is also the economic
impact on communities of
child care centers closing
that should be considered.

A certain ratio of teachers
to students in early child-
hood classrooms has been
mandated by the state, and
without enough teachers,
centers cannot function
within the law.

Early education programs
Despite Wisconsin being

listed as a shortage area,
both the WCTC Early Child-
hood Education program
and Carroll’s Elementary
Education program have
seen a steady stream of stu-
dents looking to get into the
classroom. Most graduates
from both schools find
employment right after
graduation, and some are
even employed beforehand.

But there are still posi-
tions open.

To connect potential edu-
cators with child care cen-
ters seeking help, WCTC will
be hosting an Early Child-
hood Education Career Fair
on Wednesday from 4 p.m. to
7 p.m. in Building S at
WCTC, 800 Main St. in
Pewaukee. More than 50 cen-
ters will be present to speak
with attendees.

For more information on
WCTC’s program, visit
www.wctc.edu. For more
information on Carroll’s
program, visit www.carol-
lu.edu.

Defense
From Page 1A

The woman said what
started as a verbal argu-
ment quickly escalated to a
physical one in which he
dragged her downstairs by
her feet, and he slammed
her to the floor when she
tried to leave. 

She pulled a gun from her
purse — as she had about
10 times previously, which
had been enough to get her
husband to stop those
assaults — but when he
reached for it, she feared he
would turn it on her, so she

fired the gun, the letter
said. A son was home at the
time, it added.

An autopsy showed the
man was only 2 to 4 inches
away from the woman when
she fired, and likely some-
what bent over, matching
the woman’s account of the
fateful incident.

The investigation also
revealed a long history of
abuse, including him push-
ing her downstairs in 2016,
which sent her to a hospital
with fractured ribs, as well
as frequent verbal and phys-
ical assaults. The woman
told investigators her hus-
band had threatened several

times in the past to commit
murder-suicide.

The woman’s children,
co-workers and family
members corroborated
accounts of abuse, the let-
ter said.

Given the circumstances,
Hirt said, a reasonable per-
son could have concluded
there was imminent danger
of death or harm to herself
or her son.

“My conclusion is based
on the physical violence
(the man) engaged in
moments before his death,
his refusal to allow (his
wife) to leave the residence,
and his actions in reaching

for the loaded firearm —
all considered in light of
(his) history of past abuse
and threats to kill (her) and
then himself,” Hirt wrote.
“I believe a jury would find
(her) version of events to be
credible because the physi-
cal evidence corroborates
her statements and there
are no other witnesses who
would testify otherwise. 

“A reasonable person
would have concluded, as
(she) did, that he or she was
about to be shot. Therefore,
the use of deadly force in
the case was objectively
warranted. (She) acted in
lawful self-defense.”

DETROIT (AP) — U.S.
securities regulators are
asking a federal court to
oust Tesla Inc.’s Elon Musk
as chairman and CEO,
alleging in a complaint that
he committed securities
fraud with false statements
about plans to take the
company private.    

The Securities and
Exchange Commission says
in the complaint filed
Thursday that Musk falsely
claimed in an Aug. 7 state-
ment on Twitter that fund-
ing was secured to go pri-
vate at $420 per share, a
substantial premium over
the price at the time.   

The complaint filed in
U.S. District Court in Man-
hattan says that Musk had
not discussed or confirmed
key deal terms including
price with any funding
source. It also asks for an

order enjoining Musk from
making false and mislead-
ing statements along with
repayment of any gains as
well as civil penalties.    

‘‘Corporate officers hold
positions of trust in our
markets and have important
responsibilities to share-
holders,’’ Steven Peikin, co-
director of the SEC’s
Enforcement Division, said
in a statement. ‘‘An officer’s
celebrity status or reputa-
tion as a technological inno-
vator does not give license
to take those responsibili-
ties lightly.’’   

An SEC press release
says the agency asked the
court for a ‘‘bar prohibiting
Musk from serving as an
officer or director of a pub-
lic company.’’   

Musk, in a statement
issued by Tesla, called the
SEC action unjustified. ‘‘I

have always taken action in
the best interests of truth,
transparency and
investors. Integrity is the
most important value in
my life and the facts will
show I never compromised
this in any way,’’ the state-

ment said.   
The complaint alleges

that Musk’s tweet harmed
investors who bought Tesla
stock after the tweet but
before accurate informa-
tion about the funding was
made public.    

SEC seeks to oust 
Tesla CEO Elon Musk
over go-private tweet

Associated Press

In this Sept. 17 file photo, SpaceX founder and chief execu-
tive Elon Musk speaks after announcing Japanese billionaire
Yusaku Maezawa as the first private passenger on a trip
around the moon in Hawthorne, Calif. U.S. securities regula-
tors have filed a complaint against Musk alleging that he
made false and misleading statements about plans to take
the company private in August.
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Two Arrowhead
students hospitalized
with serious injuries
after crash Local, 3A

Airtoberfest, 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. today,
Waukesha County Airport, 2525 Aviation
Drive, Waukesha. Pop-Up beer garden
with Raised Grain Brewing Co. and
World War II-era planes on display from
the Commemorative Air Force Wiscon-
sin Wing, including a Fairchild PT-26 and
a North American SNJ-5. Matty’s Food
Truck also will be present.

Trinity Irish Dance Company, 8 p.m.
today and 7 p.m. Saturday, Sharon
Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts, 19805
W. Capitol Drive, Brookfield. Tickets: $39-
$72. 262-781-9520 or www.wilson-cen-
ter.com

Milwaukee Maker Faire, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
today, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday and 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday, State Fair Park
Wisconsin Exposition Center, 8200 W.
Greenfield Ave., West Allis.

Frankentoys, 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Muk-
wonago Public Library, 511 Division St.,
Mukwonago. Repurpose used toys into
terrifying Frankenstein-like toys by alter-
ing a variety of their body parts. This
STEAM-based program is geared toward
tweens and teens ages 8-15. Registra-
tion is not required.

Wildlife In Need Center annual

spaghetti dinner, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Satur-
day, Dousman/Ottawa Lions Club, 235
Main St., Dousman. Spaghetti with meat
or non-meat sauce, rolls, salad, and
homemade desserts. Bake sale, door
prizes and raffle drawings. Educational
ambassadors will be on-site. $10 adults,
$6 children ages 12-3, and free for under
2. 262-965-3090,
www.helpingwildlife.org/events.

Greyhound Gala Fundraiser, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Saturday, Waukesha County Expo
Grounds, 1000 Northview Road, Wauke-
sha. Free. Shopping, games, costume
contest, adoptable greyhounds, radar

run, professional photos, vendors,
GPA_WI retail shop,  live and silent auc-
tion. All well-mannered greyhounds and
their owners are welcome. All proceeds
go to helping GPA.

Eighth annual Piala’s Nursery Fall
Festival, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, Piala’s Nursery
& Garden Shop, Inc., S39-W27822
Genesee Road, Town of Waukesha.
Free. Bouncy house, games, craft fair,
hot food and beverages, pick a pumpkin.
Donate a nonperishable or household
item to the food pantry and enter to win
a door prize. www.pialasnursery.com
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No charges for woman who fatally shot husband
By Brian Huber

bhuber@conleynet.com
262-513-2674

WAUKESHA — A Wauke-
sha woman who shot her
husband in the chest, killing

him, last April will not face
criminal charges, the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office
announced Thursday.

In a letter to police,
Assistant District Attor-
ney Lindsey Hirt said the

woman “acted in lawful
self-defense when she fired
her weapon ... and (her)
actions were based on her
reasonable belief that such
force was necessary to pre-
vent imminent death or

great bodily harm to her-
self or others.”

The Freeman is not nam-
ing the woman to protect
her identity as a domestic
abuse victim and because
she is not being criminally

charged.
Her attorney did not

return a call seeking com-
ment Thursday afternoon.

But in her letter, Hirt said
the woman told a 911 dis-
patcher she shot her hus-
band because he was
attacking her, and then
attempted CPR. The woman

was treated for injuries
inflicted by her husband,
including a laceration to
her forehead that required
stitches after he threw a
remote control at her, jaw
swelling, red marks on her
neck and a fractured nose. 

THE SEARCH
IS ON

Statewide shortage of early
childhood educators could
affect Wisconsin’s economy

Ashley Haynes/Freeman Staff

Waukesha County Technical College’s Child Development Center provides a space for parents to drop off their children for
care during the day. Asher Stefanko (center) built a maze with friends Thursday afternoon.

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

PEWAUKEE — It’s no
secret that qualified teach-
ers are hard to come by
these days. Schools across
the state and country have
been dealing with teacher
shortages for years, to the
extent that the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education keeps
yearly reports on identified
shortage areas. This year,
however, is the first year
that Wisconsin is listed as
having a shortage of early
childhood educators. This
group, which generally
serves students in grades
pre-K through third, is
becoming increasingly elu-
sive to hire, and schools
like Waukesha County
Technical College are hop-
ing to alert people to the
need in this field.

“There are hundreds of
positions all over south-
eastern Wisconsin that

need to be filled today —
actually they needed to be
filled yesterday,” said
WCTC Associate Dean of
Education and Human Ser-
vices Joan Hader.

A series of contributing
factors is leading to dwin-
dling numbers in early
childhood educators, but
the most common culprit
cited is low wages. There’s
a sizable gap between what
an educator might make at
the elementary school level
and what they might earn
working with preschool
students, and lower levels
of pay are less likely to
retain teachers.

“Part of the problem is
because the state is requir-
ing teachers to have more
education, sometimes
they’re getting that and
then they’re going to public
schools to work because
there’s better benefits and
pay,” said WCTC Early
Childhood Education
Instructor Tiffanie Kloida.

Kerry Kretchmar, an
associate professor of edu-
cation at Carroll Universi-
ty, says some research also
shows a portion of educa-
tors may be turned off by
constraints being placed on
their ability to work with
the imagination and cre-

ativity of kids, as younger
students now have higher
expectations at an earlier
age about what kind of con-
tent they should know.
Kretchmar says there isn’t
as much space for playing

Prosecutor determines incident was self-defense

By Brian Huber
bhuber@conleynet.com

262-513-2674

WAUKESHA — A man serving a
25-year prison term for his role in a
2015 fatal gas station robbery had his
bid for a new trial denied by an
appeals court Wednesday even

though surveillance video used to tie
him to another robbery showed that
suspect was of a different race. 

Darrin Malone, 31, was convicted
of felony murder after he and Ken-
neth Thomas robbed  the Citgo sta-
tion on White Rock Avenue on Jan.
13, 2015, and Thomas fatally shot
clerk Saeed Sharwani. Thomas, 33,

was sentenced to 35 years in prison
for felony murder. Jerica Cotton,
who drove the men to and from the
White Rock Avenue gas station,
received an eight-year sentence for
her role in the crime.

Malone argued on appeal that
“other acts” evidence admitted at
trial to show a plan or intent and
which depicted a montage of
surveillance video of a previous 7-

Eleven robbery was
wrongfully used.
Others in the case
pegged Malone as
part of both rob-
beries. Malone said
video shows the second robber at 7-
Eleven was a white man and Mal-
one is black. 

Appeal denied in Waukesha gas station murder

Malone

Dissenting judge says justice miscarried

See MALONE, PAGE 8A

See EARLY, PAGE 8A

Are you feeding
your canines 
correctly? 8B

Chandler House
designated city’s
1st landmark. 5A

JOHN SCHOENKNECHT

WAUKESHA

By Cara Spoto
cspoto@conleynet.com 

262-513-2653

WAUKESHA — Property
owners here could see an
increase in their city taxes
of about two percent when
they get their tax bills later
this year, but city officials
noted Thursday that Wauke-
sha has one of the lower tax
rates in the state when com-
pared to similar-sized cities. 

Should the city’s proposed
2019 operating budget pass
as is, the tax rate could go
from $10.43 per $1,000 of
assessed value to $10.64 of
$1,000 of assessed value.
That’s a increase of about
$42 on a home assessed at
$200,000. 

Pointing to a chart in the
270-page budget book, City
Administrator Kevin Lahn-
er noted that the city’s 2018
tax rate clocked in below
those of Oshkosh, Kenosha,
West Allis, La Crosse and
Racine. 

West Allis, which has a
population of roughly
60,000, had a tax rate of
$11.26 per $1,000 in 2018, for
instance. Racine, with a pop-
ulation of roughly 77,500,
had a tax rate of $16.59 per
$1,000 last year. 

“One of the things that is
going to be of discussion is
taxes, and the tax levy, and
how much how our taxes are
going up in order to provide
for the needs of the city,”
Lahner said during his ini-
tial budget presentation to
the Finance Committee
Thursday evening. “If you
look at that chart, you can
see that Waukesha is direct-
ly in the middle for the total
taxes.” 

Wage increases, etc.
While Lahner and the

committee plan delve deeper
into the details of the $68.9

million spending plan at
their Oct. 9 meeting,
Finance Director Rich
Abbott gave a rough
overview of the cost increas-
es leading to the roughly $2
million increase in expendi-
tures expected next year. 

For the most part, the
increase is related to per-
sonnel. The budget includes
about $1.4 million salary
expenses for additional
positions, Abbott said, and
what equals out to a 2.25
percent across-the-board
wage increase for existing
employees. 

City tax rate
could increase 
by 2 percent

Expenditures rise by roughly $2M 
in proposed 2019 operating budget

By the numbers 
■ Proposed 2019 property
tax levy: $62.9 million 
2018 property tax levy:
$61.4 million 

■ Proposed 2019 general
fund budget: $68.9 million 
2018 general fund budget:
$66.8 million 

■ *Estimated 2019 tax rate:
$10.64 per $1,000 of
assessed value 
2018 tax rate: $10.43 per
$1,000 of assessed value 

■ *Estimated property tax
increase: 21 cents per
$1,000 valuation or about a
$42 increase on a house
assessed at $200,000 

*Based on preliminary equal-
ized assessed value figures
from the state. Final tax rate
could differ slightly. Individual
property tax increase or
decrease is affected by
changes in assessed value of
property.

Source: City of Waukesha

See BUDGET, PAGE 8A

Waukesha County Technical College early childhood educa-
tor Mercedes Pitts-Thompson watches over Gaelen
Clausen-Neverman during snack time.
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Airtoberfest, 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. today,
Waukesha County Airport, 2525 Aviation
Drive, Waukesha. Pop-Up beer garden
with Raised Grain Brewing Co. and
World War II-era planes on display from
the Commemorative Air Force Wiscon-
sin Wing, including a Fairchild PT-26 and
a North American SNJ-5. Matty’s Food
Truck also will be present.

Trinity Irish Dance Company, 8 p.m.
today and 7 p.m. Saturday, Sharon
Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts, 19805
W. Capitol Drive, Brookfield. Tickets: $39-
$72. 262-781-9520 or www.wilson-cen-
ter.com

Milwaukee Maker Faire, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
today, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday and 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday, State Fair Park
Wisconsin Exposition Center, 8200 W.
Greenfield Ave., West Allis.

Frankentoys, 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Muk-
wonago Public Library, 511 Division St.,
Mukwonago. Repurpose used toys into
terrifying Frankenstein-like toys by alter-
ing a variety of their body parts. This
STEAM-based program is geared toward
tweens and teens ages 8-15. Registra-
tion is not required.

Wildlife In Need Center annual

spaghetti dinner, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Satur-
day, Dousman/Ottawa Lions Club, 235
Main St., Dousman. Spaghetti with meat
or non-meat sauce, rolls, salad, and
homemade desserts. Bake sale, door
prizes and raffle drawings. Educational
ambassadors will be on-site. $10 adults,
$6 children ages 12-3, and free for under
2. 262-965-3090,
www.helpingwildlife.org/events.

Greyhound Gala Fundraiser, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Saturday, Waukesha County Expo
Grounds, 1000 Northview Road, Wauke-
sha. Free. Shopping, games, costume
contest, adoptable greyhounds, radar

run, professional photos, vendors,
GPA_WI retail shop,  live and silent auc-
tion. All well-mannered greyhounds and
their owners are welcome. All proceeds
go to helping GPA.

Eighth annual Piala’s Nursery Fall
Festival, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, Piala’s Nursery
& Garden Shop, Inc., S39-W27822
Genesee Road, Town of Waukesha.
Free. Bouncy house, games, craft fair,
hot food and beverages, pick a pumpkin.
Donate a nonperishable or household
item to the food pantry and enter to win
a door prize. www.pialasnursery.com
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No charges for woman who fatally shot husband
By Brian Huber

bhuber@conleynet.com
262-513-2674

WAUKESHA — A Wauke-
sha woman who shot her
husband in the chest, killing

him, last April will not face
criminal charges, the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office
announced Thursday.

In a letter to police,
Assistant District Attor-
ney Lindsey Hirt said the

woman “acted in lawful
self-defense when she fired
her weapon ... and (her)
actions were based on her
reasonable belief that such
force was necessary to pre-
vent imminent death or

great bodily harm to her-
self or others.”

The Freeman is not nam-
ing the woman to protect
her identity as a domestic
abuse victim and because
she is not being criminally

charged.
Her attorney did not

return a call seeking com-
ment Thursday afternoon.

But in her letter, Hirt said
the woman told a 911 dis-
patcher she shot her hus-
band because he was
attacking her, and then
attempted CPR. The woman

was treated for injuries
inflicted by her husband,
including a laceration to
her forehead that required
stitches after he threw a
remote control at her, jaw
swelling, red marks on her
neck and a fractured nose. 

THE SEARCH
IS ON

Statewide shortage of early
childhood educators could
affect Wisconsin’s economy

Ashley Haynes/Freeman Staff

Waukesha County Technical College’s Child Development Center provides a space for parents to drop off their children for
care during the day. Asher Stefanko (center) built a maze with friends Thursday afternoon.

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

PEWAUKEE — It’s no
secret that qualified teach-
ers are hard to come by
these days. Schools across
the state and country have
been dealing with teacher
shortages for years, to the
extent that the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education keeps
yearly reports on identified
shortage areas. This year,
however, is the first year
that Wisconsin is listed as
having a shortage of early
childhood educators. This
group, which generally
serves students in grades
pre-K through third, is
becoming increasingly elu-
sive to hire, and schools
like Waukesha County
Technical College are hop-
ing to alert people to the
need in this field.

“There are hundreds of
positions all over south-
eastern Wisconsin that

need to be filled today —
actually they needed to be
filled yesterday,” said
WCTC Associate Dean of
Education and Human Ser-
vices Joan Hader.

A series of contributing
factors is leading to dwin-
dling numbers in early
childhood educators, but
the most common culprit
cited is low wages. There’s
a sizable gap between what
an educator might make at
the elementary school level
and what they might earn
working with preschool
students, and lower levels
of pay are less likely to
retain teachers.

“Part of the problem is
because the state is requir-
ing teachers to have more
education, sometimes
they’re getting that and
then they’re going to public
schools to work because
there’s better benefits and
pay,” said WCTC Early
Childhood Education
Instructor Tiffanie Kloida.

Kerry Kretchmar, an
associate professor of edu-
cation at Carroll Universi-
ty, says some research also
shows a portion of educa-
tors may be turned off by
constraints being placed on
their ability to work with
the imagination and cre-

ativity of kids, as younger
students now have higher
expectations at an earlier
age about what kind of con-
tent they should know.
Kretchmar says there isn’t
as much space for playing

Prosecutor determines incident was self-defense

By Brian Huber
bhuber@conleynet.com

262-513-2674

WAUKESHA — A man serving a
25-year prison term for his role in a
2015 fatal gas station robbery had his
bid for a new trial denied by an
appeals court Wednesday even

though surveillance video used to tie
him to another robbery showed that
suspect was of a different race. 

Darrin Malone, 31, was convicted
of felony murder after he and Ken-
neth Thomas robbed  the Citgo sta-
tion on White Rock Avenue on Jan.
13, 2015, and Thomas fatally shot
clerk Saeed Sharwani. Thomas, 33,

was sentenced to 35 years in prison
for felony murder. Jerica Cotton,
who drove the men to and from the
White Rock Avenue gas station,
received an eight-year sentence for
her role in the crime.

Malone argued on appeal that
“other acts” evidence admitted at
trial to show a plan or intent and
which depicted a montage of
surveillance video of a previous 7-

Eleven robbery was
wrongfully used.
Others in the case
pegged Malone as
part of both rob-
beries. Malone said
video shows the second robber at 7-
Eleven was a white man and Mal-
one is black. 

Appeal denied in Waukesha gas station murder

Malone

Dissenting judge says justice miscarried

See MALONE, PAGE 8A

See EARLY, PAGE 8A
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By Cara Spoto
cspoto@conleynet.com 

262-513-2653

WAUKESHA — Property
owners here could see an
increase in their city taxes
of about two percent when
they get their tax bills later
this year, but city officials
noted Thursday that Wauke-
sha has one of the lower tax
rates in the state when com-
pared to similar-sized cities. 

Should the city’s proposed
2019 operating budget pass
as is, the tax rate could go
from $10.43 per $1,000 of
assessed value to $10.64 of
$1,000 of assessed value.
That’s a increase of about
$42 on a home assessed at
$200,000. 

Pointing to a chart in the
270-page budget book, City
Administrator Kevin Lahn-
er noted that the city’s 2018
tax rate clocked in below
those of Oshkosh, Kenosha,
West Allis, La Crosse and
Racine. 

West Allis, which has a
population of roughly
60,000, had a tax rate of
$11.26 per $1,000 in 2018, for
instance. Racine, with a pop-
ulation of roughly 77,500,
had a tax rate of $16.59 per
$1,000 last year. 

“One of the things that is
going to be of discussion is
taxes, and the tax levy, and
how much how our taxes are
going up in order to provide
for the needs of the city,”
Lahner said during his ini-
tial budget presentation to
the Finance Committee
Thursday evening. “If you
look at that chart, you can
see that Waukesha is direct-
ly in the middle for the total
taxes.” 

Wage increases, etc.
While Lahner and the

committee plan delve deeper
into the details of the $68.9

million spending plan at
their Oct. 9 meeting,
Finance Director Rich
Abbott gave a rough
overview of the cost increas-
es leading to the roughly $2
million increase in expendi-
tures expected next year. 

For the most part, the
increase is related to per-
sonnel. The budget includes
about $1.4 million salary
expenses for additional
positions, Abbott said, and
what equals out to a 2.25
percent across-the-board
wage increase for existing
employees. 

City tax rate
could increase 
by 2 percent

Expenditures rise by roughly $2M 
in proposed 2019 operating budget

By the numbers 
■ Proposed 2019 property
tax levy: $62.9 million 
2018 property tax levy:
$61.4 million 

■ Proposed 2019 general
fund budget: $68.9 million 
2018 general fund budget:
$66.8 million 

■ *Estimated 2019 tax rate:
$10.64 per $1,000 of
assessed value 
2018 tax rate: $10.43 per
$1,000 of assessed value 

■ *Estimated property tax
increase: 21 cents per
$1,000 valuation or about a
$42 increase on a house
assessed at $200,000 

*Based on preliminary equal-
ized assessed value figures
from the state. Final tax rate
could differ slightly. Individual
property tax increase or
decrease is affected by
changes in assessed value of
property.

Source: City of Waukesha

See BUDGET, PAGE 8A

Waukesha County Technical College early childhood educa-
tor Mercedes Pitts-Thompson watches over Gaelen
Clausen-Neverman during snack time.

See DEFENSE, PAGE 8A
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Two Arrowhead
students hospitalized
with serious injuries
after crash Local, 3A

Airtoberfest, 3 p.m. to 8 p.m. today,
Waukesha County Airport, 2525 Aviation
Drive, Waukesha. Pop-Up beer garden
with Raised Grain Brewing Co. and
World War II-era planes on display from
the Commemorative Air Force Wiscon-
sin Wing, including a Fairchild PT-26 and
a North American SNJ-5. Matty’s Food
Truck also will be present.

Trinity Irish Dance Company, 8 p.m.
today and 7 p.m. Saturday, Sharon
Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts, 19805
W. Capitol Drive, Brookfield. Tickets: $39-
$72. 262-781-9520 or www.wilson-cen-
ter.com

Milwaukee Maker Faire, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
today, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday and 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday, State Fair Park
Wisconsin Exposition Center, 8200 W.
Greenfield Ave., West Allis.

Frankentoys, 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Muk-
wonago Public Library, 511 Division St.,
Mukwonago. Repurpose used toys into
terrifying Frankenstein-like toys by alter-
ing a variety of their body parts. This
STEAM-based program is geared toward
tweens and teens ages 8-15. Registra-
tion is not required.

Wildlife In Need Center annual

spaghetti dinner, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Satur-
day, Dousman/Ottawa Lions Club, 235
Main St., Dousman. Spaghetti with meat
or non-meat sauce, rolls, salad, and
homemade desserts. Bake sale, door
prizes and raffle drawings. Educational
ambassadors will be on-site. $10 adults,
$6 children ages 12-3, and free for under
2. 262-965-3090,
www.helpingwildlife.org/events.

Greyhound Gala Fundraiser, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Saturday, Waukesha County Expo
Grounds, 1000 Northview Road, Wauke-
sha. Free. Shopping, games, costume
contest, adoptable greyhounds, radar

run, professional photos, vendors,
GPA_WI retail shop,  live and silent auc-
tion. All well-mannered greyhounds and
their owners are welcome. All proceeds
go to helping GPA.

Eighth annual Piala’s Nursery Fall
Festival, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, Piala’s Nursery
& Garden Shop, Inc., S39-W27822
Genesee Road, Town of Waukesha.
Free. Bouncy house, games, craft fair,
hot food and beverages, pick a pumpkin.
Donate a nonperishable or household
item to the food pantry and enter to win
a door prize. www.pialasnursery.com
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No charges for woman who fatally shot husband
By Brian Huber

bhuber@conleynet.com
262-513-2674

WAUKESHA — A Wauke-
sha woman who shot her
husband in the chest, killing

him, last April will not face
criminal charges, the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office
announced Thursday.

In a letter to police,
Assistant District Attor-
ney Lindsey Hirt said the

woman “acted in lawful
self-defense when she fired
her weapon ... and (her)
actions were based on her
reasonable belief that such
force was necessary to pre-
vent imminent death or

great bodily harm to her-
self or others.”

The Freeman is not nam-
ing the woman to protect
her identity as a domestic
abuse victim and because
she is not being criminally

charged.
Her attorney did not

return a call seeking com-
ment Thursday afternoon.

But in her letter, Hirt said
the woman told a 911 dis-
patcher she shot her hus-
band because he was
attacking her, and then
attempted CPR. The woman

was treated for injuries
inflicted by her husband,
including a laceration to
her forehead that required
stitches after he threw a
remote control at her, jaw
swelling, red marks on her
neck and a fractured nose. 

THE SEARCH
IS ON

Statewide shortage of early
childhood educators could
affect Wisconsin’s economy

Ashley Haynes/Freeman Staff

Waukesha County Technical College’s Child Development Center provides a space for parents to drop off their children for
care during the day. Asher Stefanko (center) built a maze with friends Thursday afternoon.

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

PEWAUKEE — It’s no
secret that qualified teach-
ers are hard to come by
these days. Schools across
the state and country have
been dealing with teacher
shortages for years, to the
extent that the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education keeps
yearly reports on identified
shortage areas. This year,
however, is the first year
that Wisconsin is listed as
having a shortage of early
childhood educators. This
group, which generally
serves students in grades
pre-K through third, is
becoming increasingly elu-
sive to hire, and schools
like Waukesha County
Technical College are hop-
ing to alert people to the
need in this field.

“There are hundreds of
positions all over south-
eastern Wisconsin that

need to be filled today —
actually they needed to be
filled yesterday,” said
WCTC Associate Dean of
Education and Human Ser-
vices Joan Hader.

A series of contributing
factors is leading to dwin-
dling numbers in early
childhood educators, but
the most common culprit
cited is low wages. There’s
a sizable gap between what
an educator might make at
the elementary school level
and what they might earn
working with preschool
students, and lower levels
of pay are less likely to
retain teachers.

“Part of the problem is
because the state is requir-
ing teachers to have more
education, sometimes
they’re getting that and
then they’re going to public
schools to work because
there’s better benefits and
pay,” said WCTC Early
Childhood Education
Instructor Tiffanie Kloida.

Kerry Kretchmar, an
associate professor of edu-
cation at Carroll Universi-
ty, says some research also
shows a portion of educa-
tors may be turned off by
constraints being placed on
their ability to work with
the imagination and cre-

ativity of kids, as younger
students now have higher
expectations at an earlier
age about what kind of con-
tent they should know.
Kretchmar says there isn’t
as much space for playing

Prosecutor determines incident was self-defense

By Brian Huber
bhuber@conleynet.com

262-513-2674

WAUKESHA — A man serving a
25-year prison term for his role in a
2015 fatal gas station robbery had his
bid for a new trial denied by an
appeals court Wednesday even

though surveillance video used to tie
him to another robbery showed that
suspect was of a different race. 

Darrin Malone, 31, was convicted
of felony murder after he and Ken-
neth Thomas robbed  the Citgo sta-
tion on White Rock Avenue on Jan.
13, 2015, and Thomas fatally shot
clerk Saeed Sharwani. Thomas, 33,

was sentenced to 35 years in prison
for felony murder. Jerica Cotton,
who drove the men to and from the
White Rock Avenue gas station,
received an eight-year sentence for
her role in the crime.

Malone argued on appeal that
“other acts” evidence admitted at
trial to show a plan or intent and
which depicted a montage of
surveillance video of a previous 7-

Eleven robbery was
wrongfully used.
Others in the case
pegged Malone as
part of both rob-
beries. Malone said
video shows the second robber at 7-
Eleven was a white man and Mal-
one is black. 

Appeal denied in Waukesha gas station murder

Malone

Dissenting judge says justice miscarried
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WAUKESHA — Property
owners here could see an
increase in their city taxes
of about two percent when
they get their tax bills later
this year, but city officials
noted Thursday that Wauke-
sha has one of the lower tax
rates in the state when com-
pared to similar-sized cities. 

Should the city’s proposed
2019 operating budget pass
as is, the tax rate could go
from $10.43 per $1,000 of
assessed value to $10.64 of
$1,000 of assessed value.
That’s a increase of about
$42 on a home assessed at
$200,000. 

Pointing to a chart in the
270-page budget book, City
Administrator Kevin Lahn-
er noted that the city’s 2018
tax rate clocked in below
those of Oshkosh, Kenosha,
West Allis, La Crosse and
Racine. 

West Allis, which has a
population of roughly
60,000, had a tax rate of
$11.26 per $1,000 in 2018, for
instance. Racine, with a pop-
ulation of roughly 77,500,
had a tax rate of $16.59 per
$1,000 last year. 

“One of the things that is
going to be of discussion is
taxes, and the tax levy, and
how much how our taxes are
going up in order to provide
for the needs of the city,”
Lahner said during his ini-
tial budget presentation to
the Finance Committee
Thursday evening. “If you
look at that chart, you can
see that Waukesha is direct-
ly in the middle for the total
taxes.” 

Wage increases, etc.
While Lahner and the

committee plan delve deeper
into the details of the $68.9

million spending plan at
their Oct. 9 meeting,
Finance Director Rich
Abbott gave a rough
overview of the cost increas-
es leading to the roughly $2
million increase in expendi-
tures expected next year. 

For the most part, the
increase is related to per-
sonnel. The budget includes
about $1.4 million salary
expenses for additional
positions, Abbott said, and
what equals out to a 2.25
percent across-the-board
wage increase for existing
employees. 

City tax rate
could increase 
by 2 percent

Expenditures rise by roughly $2M 
in proposed 2019 operating budget

By the numbers 
■ Proposed 2019 property
tax levy: $62.9 million 
2018 property tax levy:
$61.4 million 

■ Proposed 2019 general
fund budget: $68.9 million 
2018 general fund budget:
$66.8 million 

■ *Estimated 2019 tax rate:
$10.64 per $1,000 of
assessed value 
2018 tax rate: $10.43 per
$1,000 of assessed value 

■ *Estimated property tax
increase: 21 cents per
$1,000 valuation or about a
$42 increase on a house
assessed at $200,000 

*Based on preliminary equal-
ized assessed value figures
from the state. Final tax rate
could differ slightly. Individual
property tax increase or
decrease is affected by
changes in assessed value of
property.

Source: City of Waukesha
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Waukesha County Technical College early childhood educa-
tor Mercedes Pitts-Thompson watches over Gaelen
Clausen-Neverman during snack time.

See DEFENSE, PAGE 8A


