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WCTC students
create lion bike 

rack for Okauchee
Lions Club

OKAUCHEE — Bike riders won’t find just any old rack
in Okauchee Lions Park. Thanks to Waukesha County
Technical College students, bikers can place their bicy-
cles in a majestic lion made of stainless steel.

The project came about when Matt Dombrowski iden-
tified a need for a bike rack in the 13-plus acre park.
Dombrowski then contacted his former neighbor, Lion
Mike Schick, and donated money for a bike rack in the
park located at N48-W34350 E. Wisconsin Ave.

While researching bike racks, Lion Sandy Schick
looked for a lion-shaped bike rack but was unable to find
one. In hopes of creating a lion shaped bike rack, she
contacted Steve Walter, associate dean of Manufacturing
Technologies at WCTC. Walter introduced her to Joe
Chaney, a metal fabrication instructor who teaches
Advanced Metal Fabrication. This class is the capstone
class of the welding program during which students cre-
ate final projects before graduation.

During the 2023 spring term, Curtis Flannick led fel-
low students, Austin Folkman and Kyle Anderson, in the
creation of the bike rack. They designed and built the
bike rack to perfectly sit on a previously existing con-

crete slab in the park. The project was larger than the
term permitted with Flannick and Chaney completing
the project in late summer. The bike rack was installed
this fall. 

“The beautiful lion-shaped bike rack will proudly
stand in the park for many years. It is constructed of
stainless steel with MIG and TIG welds to create its life-
like appearance,” reads a press release. “Working with
WCTC was a great partnership. The Okauchee Lions
Club is always looking for ways to improve our park.
This beautiful and unique bike rack is a wonderful addi-
tion.”

By Bridget Dean
262-513-2644

bdean@conleynet.com

PEWAUKEE — Like many
municipalities across Wis-
consin, the village of
Pewaukee and the City of
Pewaukee are facing chal-
lenges with staffing and
funding fire suppression
and emergency medical ser-
vices. The village currently,
and since 2004, contracts
the City of Pewaukee for
fire and EMS response. The
city has requested that the
village increase the amount
paid to the city for services
by 33% in 2024. In order to
provide necessary funding,
the village has changed the
funding formula for fire
fees in the village from
property-tax based to a dif-
ferent line item on the same
bill.

Fire and rescue depart-
ments in Wisconsin are fac-
ing a shortage of qualified
labor, inflating wages and
benefits, which are major
attraction points for poten-
tial employees. Medica-
tions, equipment and vehi-
cles have also increased in
cost dramatically. 

In 2017, the village and
city agreed upon a flat fee
compensation to be paid
annually. Beginning Jan. 1,
2018, the village would pay
a fee of $1,361112 to the city,
and the rate could increase
up to 3% each year since
then. 

That agreement expires
on Dec. 31, 2023. Now, the
city has asked the village to
become a full cost-sharing
partner in funding the fire
and EMS department,
based on the village’s usage
of the department from the
previous year. Following
this, the fee would increase
dramatically, from
$1,600,000 in 2023 to over
$2,200,000 in 2024. 

Wisconsin legislature
property tax funding regu-
lations require that increas-
es in municipal property
tax levies are connected to
net new construction,
which is rare in Pewaukee.
Due to that regulation, the
village is not able to fund
the over $600,000 needed to
address the increasing
costs of fire and EMS
response with property
taxes. 

Additionally, around one-
third of village property is

considered tax-exempt,
meaning the other two-
thirds of the properties in
the village pay for the
municipal services to those
properties. In response to
this challenge, the village
switched to an alternative
funding method, one used
throughout many other
Wisconsin municipalities: a
fire and EMS fee. 

All properties — even tax-
exempt — are subject to fire
and EMS fees. The village
worked with Baker Tilly, a
business advisor firm, to
assess the estimated num-
ber of “emergency service
equivalent” fees a property
would be charged. Each
ESE fee is $241. Baker Tilly
placed each parcel of prop-
erty into a category based
on land and zoning use, and
each category is assigned a
specific number of ESEs.
The village anticipates that
most households will see a
reduction in total cost
between the tax-based sys-
tem and the fee-based sys-
tem.

Single-family homes and
duplexes are each charged
one ESE, multi-family
homes will be receiving one
ESE per living unit. An
apartment complex con-
taining 10 units would be
charged 10 ESEs, or $2,410.
Senior living homes, due to
the high number of inci-
dents, are charged 4.75 ESE
units per living unit. Non-
residential properties are
slightly more complex.
ESEs are based on the
building square footage
divided by a categorically
defined ESE factor. For
example, a 50,000-square-
foot commercial building
would be charged $5,543,
the same size industrial
building would be charged
$723 and the same size insti-
tutional building would be
charged $2,651. 

“Under this funding
approach, the cost of these
essential services is shared
by all properties that make
use of Fire & EMS, rather
than just the two-thirds of
Village properties that are
taxable, and the system is
further allocated based on
use. The Village believes
this provides a more equi-
table funding method than
the property tax-based sys-
tem,” read a document
shared by the village on
Facebook. 
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Lottery

Wednesday, Nov. 22
WISCONSIN

Daily Pick 3                         3-1-6
Daily Pick 4                       8-2-8-6
Megabucks            3-7-8-16-32-43
SuperCash         9-12-17-21-29-38
SuperCash Doubler: No
Powerball              20-24-33-39-42
Powerball                                  21
Power Play                                2
Badger 5                 5-13-19-25-27

Thursday, Nov. 23
WISCONSIN

Daily Pick 3                          4-4-7  
Daily Pick 4                        8-5-3-0  
SuperCash         6-17-20-24-30-35  
SuperCash Doubler: No  
Badger 5                  8-13-20-21-27  
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Pewaukee 
to switch to 

fee-based fire,
EMS funding
Industry, labor costs led 
to city requesting more
funding from village

Photo courtesy of Okauchee Lions Club

Standing with the donated lion-shaped bike rack in Okauchee Lions Park are donor Matt Dombrowski, Okauchee Lions
Secretary Sandy Schick, student leader Curtis Flannick, Waukesha County Technical College instructor Joe Chaney, and
Okauchee Lions President Jason McKellips.

Waukesha County Technical College students and instruc-
tors made a stainless steel lion-shaped bike rack for
Okauchee Lions Park, N48-W34350 E. Wisconsin Ave.

CITY OF PEWAUKEE – The city’s
Common Council met on Monday.
Agenda items included multiple
Plan Commission project discus-
sions and a closed session regarding
a possible lawsuit involving PFAS. 

Reconstruction on Shady Lane and
Shady Nook Road was approved,
with a cost of $573,693.61. The coun-
cil also awarded the City Hall and
Department of Public Works facility
solar panel installation project to the
sole bidder in the amount of
$1,424,000 for upfront costs, not con-
sidering the $500,000 in rebates the
city could receive through grant pro-

grams. Staff recommended that the
city award the project to the bidder,
Current Electric, and put some of
the American Rescue Plan Act fund-
ing towards it. 

There was also notice of a public
hearing to be held regarding a poten-
tial water rate increase. The Wiscon-
sin Public Service Commission pub-
lic hearing will be held on Thursday,
Nov. 30 at 3 p.m. by Zoom, and the
commission plans to livestream the
hearing on YouTube. The commis-
sion recommended the water con-
sumption rate be raised to $4.75, up
from $3.62. Meter charges will raise

as well. 
The council awarded the Gun Club

lift station replacement project to the
lowest qualified bidder, Staab Con-
struction, at $6,067,000. The lift sta-
tion, which is responsible for pump-
ing water throughout the city, needs
replacement due to its age. 

The council then met in closed ses-
sion to meet with legal counsel for
advice concerning strategy in a pos-
sible class action lawsuit related to
Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances,
otherwise known as PFAS. Several
manufacturers of PFAS are facing
lawsuits at the moment. 

SUSSUEX — Templeton Middle
School Student Council members
are accepting donations for 4K stu-
dents at Rogers Street Academy in
Milwaukee. 

This is the second year the stu-
dents are adopting a classroom to
give children brand new winter
clothes, books and toys.

In 2022, TMS Student Council
members adopted one 4K classroom
at Rogers Street Academy. Upon

delivering the donations, students
realized the need was greater than
just one classroom. This year, they
adopted two 4K classrooms and are
planning to distribute gift boxes to
40 children. 

Each child will receive their own
gift box complete with a new winter
coat, snow pants, boots, hat, mit-
tens, toys and a small treat-filled
stocking. Teachers also receive
classroom supplies. In addition,

more than 100 handmade knit hats
will be given to the school to dis-
tribute to students as needed. 

Donations will be accepted
through Dec. 1 inside the Templeton
Middle School Office. Checks, cash
and gift cards to Amazon, Kohl's
and Target are encouraged so new
items can be purchased. Student
Council members will deliver the
donations to the adopted 4K class-
rooms in early December. 

Courtesy of the Waukesha Rotary Club

From left to right, Cathy Priem, Kip Rupple, Patti Lock, Lynn Sigfred, Paul Jelacic,
and Rick Verthein of the Waukesha Rotary Club were among the volunteers who
refurbished the amphitheater at the Girl Scouts of Wisconsin Southeast’s Chinook
Program Center in September. The amphitheater can now seat up to 70 girls.

VILLAGE OF WAUKESHA —
The Waukesha Rotary Club
received a grant from Rotary Dis-
trict 6270 to fund the refurbishing
of the Girl Scouts of Wisconsin
Southeast’s amphitheater. The
amphitheater is located at the Chi-
nook Program Center at S62-
W24528 Town Line Road.

In September, Rotary Club mem-
bers volunteered for two days at
the property, removing and demol-
ishing old wood benches, digging
post holes, and installing new
benches. Several Girl Scout alum-
nae and mothers, fathers, and
grandparents of current Girl
Scouts were among the Rotary
Club’s volunteers.

The amphitheater can now seat
up to 70 girls and features string
lights and electrical power for
evening activities, such as outdoor
movie viewing. The Chinook Pro-
gram Center is a 78-acre property
with spots to explore the wooded
areas, fields, and wetlands.
Beyond the amphitheater, the cen-
ter also includes a new ninja
adventure course, archery and
hatchet stations, and a woodshop.

Rotary Club refurbishes Girl Scouts amphitheater

City of Pewaukee council approves solar
panels, lift station replacement

Templeton Middle School Student Council adopts
4K classrooms ahead of holidays The Freeman 

wants your 
submitted photos

WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha Freeman invites
people to submit photos
such as events and other
family-friendly activities.

We need a description of
what is being captured,
when and where and full
names of people in photos.
We need permission by the
person who took the pho-
tos in order to print.

Email News Editor Karen
Pilarski at kpilarski@con-
leynet.com or if you have
questions call 262-513-
2657.


