Army Sergeant Tyson Cole, who was a previous recipient of
a new house from Operation Finally Home.
“The two
families will be able to support each other,” said
The Freeman
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Belman.
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Eating within
their means
PEWAUKEE — Students,
faculty and community members participated in Waukesha County Technical College’s first Oxfam Hunger
Banquet Monday. Participants randomly selected
character cards (with biographies) of people worldwide
who represent low-, middleor high-income earners. Each
diner was given a meal corresponding to their socioeconomic status, from sparse to
nutritious: a basic meal of
rice and water (no utensils);
a modest meal of rice and
beans, served with spoons;
or a healthy meal with salad,
a main course and dessert,
that was served on china,
Submitted photo
with silverware and linen napkins. The purpose of the interactive event was to bring awareness to the issues of hunger and global poverty.
The banquet is a metaphor for how food and other resources are inequitably distributed in the world. The event was coordinated by the College’s Student Development team.

Oconomowoc council passes
levy increase of 5%
Thackeray Trail extension, public
safety building highlight budget
By Alex Nemec
anemec@conleynet.com
262-513-2661

OCONOMOWOC — The
Common Council adopted
the 2020 Oconomowoc budget and set the city’s levy
limit at $11.879 million for
next year — a five percent
increase.
The 2020 mill rate will be
$5.73 per $1,000 of assessed
property value, an 11 cent
increase from the 2019 mill
rate of $5.62. The mill rate
increase is just short of two
percent.
Residents of the city will

see a $27 increase on the
average tax of a $245,000
home in the city.
Mayor David Nold said
that as a result of the council choosing to keep local
dispatch, the city doesn’t
have to pay the one-time
brick and mortar fee associated with joining Waukesha
County Communications.
“What was initially proposed and approved by
aldermen in our other
meetings
has
changed
because we’re not moving,”
Nold said. “So we’re actually going to be coming in
with a levy that is a little bit
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Speedbump

lower than proposed.”
Highlights of this year’s
budget include the reconstruction of Forest Street
including adding a retention pond to the end of the
street near Imagination
Station.
In addition, as part of the
city’s strategic plan goals,
the city is adding another
police officer, beginning the
extension of Thackeray
Trail and creating a new
boat launch for City Beach
on Lac La Belle.
The adoption of the budget was approved 6-1 with
Alderman Kevin Ellis dissenting. The setting of the
levy limit was approved by
a vote of 6-1. Alderman
Matt Rosek was not in
attendance.
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