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WAUKESHA — The Wis-
consin State Assembly
passed Assembly Bill 189, led
by State Rep. Scott Allen, R-
Waukesha, on Tuesday, send-
ing it to Gov. Tony Evers for
signing.

The bill is intended to
streamline credit transfer
between the University of
Wisconsin system, Wisconsin
technical colleges, private
colleges and universities, and
tribal schools. Currently
there are two credit transfer

models that the bill is looking
to address: The course-to-
course model, which allowed
students transfer up to 30
credit hours depending on
course guidelines, and the
program-to-program model,
which allowed for transfer-
ring the entirety of learning
outcomes.

Allen said while the bill
isn’t exciting or glamourous,
he hopes the work he has
done with Waukesha County
Technical College President
Kaylen Betzig benefits stu-
dents.

“We heard from students
that this would be a huge

benefit,” Allen said. 
The two systems created

large confusion, according to
an earlier press release.

The system made it so that
students often wouldn’t
know which credits were
transferring. The legislation
more than doubles the
amount of transferrable
credits from 30 to 72 core
general education courses.

Allen added that students
shouldn’t be be buried under
a mountain of debt like the
students before them.

“We want to get students to
a place where they don’t
have to start over at a four-

year university after attend-
ing a tech school,” Allen
said. “Because what teenag-
er really knows what they
want to do at 18? Not many
and they shouldn’t be penal-
ized for starting over at a
four-year once they decide.”

Allen said the bill “has the
potential to bring tremen-
dous benefit to the state of
Wisconsin and we are now
one step closer to becoming
law.”

The bill is now at the desk
of Evers. 

To review the bill visit
docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/201
9/proposals/ab189.
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OCONOMOWOC — Tues-
day night turned to Wednes-
day morning as concerned
citizens listened to presenta-
tions from city staff, Wauke-
sha County Communica-
tions and aldermen as they
discussed the options of
keeping or dissolving
Oconomowoc’s local dis-
patch center. 

The nearly six-hour meet-
ing resulted in aldermen vot-
ing to keep the city’s local
dispatch center with Alder-
man Matt Rosek dissenting. 

Citizens came out and
filled the council chambers,
mostly in favor of keeping
the Oconomowoc dispatch,
citing their willingness to
pay more in taxes to keep the
dispatch local and how the
local dispatchers supposedly
know the city better than
WCC dispatchers. 

The citizens commented
that the better knowledge of
the city will save lives in
events of emergency. 

At the heart of the issue
was a cost-savings effort.
New equipment for the city’s
dispatch center when it
moves to the new public safe-
ty building will cost around
$550,000, as opposed to a one-
time cost of around $239,000
to join WCC for brick-and-
mortar needs and other
items. 

However the exact savings
was not known, Finance
Director Laurie Sullivan
said. 

Rosek said he thinks the
council made the wrong
decision and criticized the
council’s inability to “tight-
en the city’s belt” when it
comes to cost-cutting. 

“The job of city govern-
ment is not to give people
jobs, it’s not to give people
livelihoods, it’s to maintain
services to the community,”
Rosek said. “Our job is to do
what’s best for the city. But
every single chance this
council has had for the last
three years I’ve been on, the
council has refused to make
those tough decisions to
tighten our belt.” 

“This is a very expensive
decision we made tonight.” 

One of Rosek’s main
points was that the $550,000
price tag for new dispatch
equipment isn’t a one-time
cost, rather a cost that will
come up again when new
equipment is needed. 

Mayor David Nold said
WCC doesn’t fit with the
city’s identity because it
wouldn’t provide extra ser-
vices Oconomowoc dispatch
currently provides, such as
more public service and 24/7
camera monitoring. 

“We will keep local control
and I think that’s impor-
tant,” Nold said. “Our dis-
patchers have familiarity
with the officers and famil-
iarity with the community.” 

How dispatch in
Oconomowoc works is if a
caller is using a landline in

the city, he or she is sent to
Oconomowoc’s local dis-
patch. But if they are calling
about a fire or a need for an
ambulance, they get sent to
WCC, resulting in a delay of
service.

In addition, all cellphone
calls are routed to WCC as
well, and if they are not
emergency are then trans-
ferred to local dispatch. 

Rosek said he thinks the
city institutionalized delay
in its dispatch by not going
entirely to dispatch. 

“The decision we made for
the police department and
its dispatchers made the
community less safe,” he
said. 

Alderman Karen Spiegel-
berg said she came into the
meeting needing something
to move the needle away
from her initial stance of
keeping dispatch, something
she said she didn’t find. 

“I haven’t heard anything
tonight that was compelling
enough to change me off of
that stance and in fact I
heard why our local dispatch
is so valuable to our commu-
nity,” Spiegelberg said. 

Alderman Kevin Ellis said
the determining factor in his
decision was that during ini-
tial presentations about the
city moving to WCC, alder-
men and staff were told dis-
patchers would be guaran-
teed jobs, something that
changed during presenta-
tions Tuesday night. 

“Tonight what I heard was
that (they wouldn’t be guar-
anteed jobs,)” Ellis said.
“Which tells me there are
probably a lot of other things
that they are stating that I
cannot believe.” 

Alderman Derek Zwart
said he came into the meet-
ing with an open mind and
that sometimes money isn’t
the most important thing
when it comes to the safety of
the citizens and the officers. 

“I was out talking with
some of the police officers on
the force and I could see it in
their eyes when told me how
important dispatch was to
them,” Zwart said.

Other business 
Aldermen passed a resolu-

tion to allow a conditional
use permit at 20 S. Main St.
for Gordy’s Lakefront
Marine to operate its boat
store. The resolution passed
5-3 after considerable discus-
sion around how well the use
fits the location and how it
would affect neighboring
businesses. 

Aldermen passed a resolu-
tion to award the contract for
engineering design services
for a well unanimously. 

Nold also announced that
Aldermen Charlie Shaw,
Spiegelberg and Zwart
would be on a special com-
mittee to form a technology
committee in the city. 

Public invited 
to St. John’s Veterans
Day event Friday

DELAFIELD — St. John’s
Northwestern Military
Academy will honor veter-
ans from its alumni and all
over Wisconsin through its
annual Salute to Veterans
and Flag Pageant at 1 p.m.
Friday in the Farrand Hall
Gymnasium. The public is
invited to event at 1101 Gene-
see St.

The fourth-grade class
from Delafield’s Cushing
Elementary School will open
the ceremony, performing a
medley of American patriot-
ic songs. Each major con-
flict from World War I
through the War on Terror
will be recognized with
guidon bearers in war era
uniforms, the posting of
colors, a 21-gun salute, taps,
and videos created by
cadets from the SJNMA
20th Century History Hon-
ors class.

The ceremony will also
feature cadets parading col-
ors from each branch of the
U.S. Armed Forces. The
SJNMA Band will perform
the anthem of each service
branch as veterans are rec-
ognized for their contribu-
tions to our nation. Scout
Troop #20 from Cushing
Elementary School will
carry national colors, fol-
lowed by the playing of the
national anthem, and the
ceremony will conclude
with a bagpipe solo. After
the ceremony, all in atten-
dance are welcome to visit

the Lincoln Art and Historic
U.S. Flag Exhibition current-
ly on display at SJNMA in
Mouso Hall.

Man charged after 
allegedly punching mom

WAUKESHA — A
Menomonee Falls man has
been charged after he
allegedly punched his 65-
year-old mother during an
altercation Saturday morn-
ing.

Ryan Chitwood, 36, was
charged Wednesday in
Waukesha County Circuit
Court with a felony count of
aggravated battery on an
elderly person, as well as a

count of disorderly conduct,
and faces more than six
years in prison if convicted.

A criminal complaint said
Chitwood’s 65-year-old moth-
er permitted Chitwood and
his girlfriend to stay at her
apartment Friday night,
despite his not being allowed
on the property, because they
had no place else to go. But
when the girlfriend left in
the nighttime hours with
Chitwood’s debit card, Chit-
wood blamed his mother for
letting her go, the complaint
said. The argument contin-
ued later in the morning,
with Chitwood “shaking in
(rage),” the complaint said,
with his fists clenched. His

mother said she told him, “If
you’re going to hit me then
hit,” to which Chitwood
allegedly responded by
punching her in the chin,
knocking her to the floor. 

Chitwood told police he
never struck his mother and
there was no physical alter-
cation, although the mother
reported a bruised finger
caused when she hit her
hand on furniture as she fell,
the complaint said. Chit-
wood allegedly resisted offi-
cers as they tried to handcuff
him and kicked an officer,
the complaint said. It added
he later stated he never
touched his mother and he
was set up by his brother.
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WAUKESHA — The for-
mer student who left New
Berlin West High School to
play basketball elsewhere
two years ago, ostensibly
due to race-related inci-
dents, made no reports of
such occurrences to school
officials, the district’s super-
intendent said in an email to
The Freeman.

Desmond Polk and his
father David, in a suit
against the Wisconsin Inter-
scholastic Athletic Associa-
tion filed last week in
Waukesha County Circuit
Court, said the younger Polk

left New Berlin West in 2018
“because of several racial
related incidents.” Polk
tried to transfer to Nicolet
High School, but did not do
so after the WIAA refused to
issue a waiver lifting a one-
year period of transfer ineli-
gibility, with the WIAA say-
ing a one-year period of inel-
igibility also was a punish-
ment for submitting residen-
cy records it said were false;
the Polks denied submitting
any false records.

The School District of
New Berlin is not a party to
the suit. A spokesman could

not be reached after hours
Tuesday to react to the alle-
gations involving the player,
but later sent a comment on
behalf of Superintendent
Joe Garza, who said, “We
take allegations of racism
seriously, and any formal
complaint is investigated
fully. That said, we were
never made aware of any
specific incidents the stu-
dent may have experienced
while he was enrolled at
West, as alleged in the law-
suit.”

The matter is to return to
court later this month.

District says no reports of race-related 
incidents from student 

Katherine Beck/Freeman Staff

A car is loaded onto a tow truck on Highway 16 near the Highway 83 exit in Delafield shortly after 11 a.m. Wednesday.

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

and Steve Van Dien
svandien@conleynet.com

WAUKESHA — Yet anoth-
er round of snow before the
winter season has even
begun made the morning
and afternoon commuting
periods difficult for people in
the area.

Most communities in the
metro Milwaukee area only

recorded between 1-2 inches
of snow throughout the day
Wednesday, but that was just
enough to leave some por-
tions of the roads a slick,
slushy mess.

Early Wednesday morning,
only one accident was report-
ed at 6 a.m. involving a high-
way plow truck and car at
Pewaukee and Bluemound
roads, according to the
Waukesha Police Depart-
ment blotter.

Updated crash totals for
Waukesha the rest of the day
were not available before
deadline. But on county
roads between 6 a.m. and 7
p.m., there were 45 crashes —
nine with injuries — and 23
vehicles in ditches, accord-
ing to Waukesha County
Communications dispatch-
ers. The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Transportation
reported all lanes on High-
way 67 at County NN near

Eagle were closed for several
hours starting at 5:50 p.m.
due to a crash.

The National Weather Ser-
vice forecasts colder air fun-
neling into Wisconsin today,
with the daily high tempera-
tures remaining below aver-
age for this time of year
through the weekend.

Low temperatures are
expected to hit single digits
at the beginning of next
week.

Second early round of snow causes slips
and slides; colder temps to follow

Higher education credit transfer bill on Evers’ desk


