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WAUKESHA — Habitat
for Humanity of Waukesha
County is continuing with
some construction of
homes, but it is planning
for delays until the Safer at
Home order is lifted. 

The organization has
been forced to make
changes.

Habitat for Humanity of
Waukesha County CEO
Mike Crowley said the
ReStore closed at noon on
March 18, prior to the Safer
at Home order. Employees
were paid through March
31.

“Our highest priority is
the health and safety of our
entire Habitat for Humani-
ty of Waukesha County
community, staff, clients,
volunteers, supporters and
all our neighbors across
Wisconsin,” he said.

On March 27 came a
series of changes, includ-
ing closing the administra-
tive affiliate office, with
staff continuing to work
remotely. Volunteer shifts,

furniture pickups and in-
store donations are can-
celed.

These changes are in
place until April 24.

“As the Governor’s Safer
at Home Order is in place
until April 30, our closures
may extend until then, or
further,” Crowley said.
“Employees of the ReStore
are currently furloughed.”

Crowley said two home
building job sites are cur-
rently in the works on

White Rock Avenue, and
continue with limited staff
and no volunteers. Subcon-
tractors are continuing
their work and reconstruc-
tion will begin when Safer
at Home Order lifted.

“At this time we have
some delayed planned con-
struction but with hopes
that we can begin site work
with volunteers and volun-
teer build groups as the
pandemic subsides,” Crow-
ley said.

Crowley said they are still
committed to continuing to
build homes and provide
hope in communities for
families needing affordable
workforce housing.

“As with all nonprofits,
this extraordinary situa-
tion with the COVID-19 pan-
demic and economy has
impacted us too,” he said.
“Our thoughts and prayers
are with all those in our
community, country and
around the world, who have
lost loved ones and
friends.”
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IN BRIEF
ProHealth Care 
suspends construction
of Mukwonago hospital

MUKWONAGO — Pro-
Health Care will pause con-
struction of its new hospi-
tal in Mukwonago, accord-
ing to a Friday announce-
ment, citing the need to
address the coronavirus
pandemic.

“At this time, we need to
focus all of our time and
resources on addressing the
current public health cri-
sis,” said Susan Edwards,
chief executive officer.

The new hospital was to
have opened this summer.
ProHealth Care will resume
construction as soon as pos-
sible and hopes to open the
hospital late this year,
according to the announce-
ment.

The project involves con-
struction of new space and
the renovation of existing
space to transform Pro-
Health’s existing Mukwona-
go medical campus into a
24-bed hospital to serve peo-
ple in Mukwonago and sur-
rounding communities.
About three months of con-
struction work remains to
complete the project.

The ProHealth Medical

Group clinic, the emergen-
cy department and other
medical services on the
Mukwonago campus
remain open.

Small kitchen fire early
Friday in Waukesha

WAUKESHA — Waukesha
Police and Fire personnel
responded to a small
kitchen fire early Friday
that caused $25,000 in dam-
age and no injuries.

According to a news
release, a structure fire was
reported at 3:14 a.m. Friday
at 1807 Kensington Drive,
unit 12. Fire crews on scene
quickly extinguished a
small fire in the kitchen.
One occupant was displaced
because of the fire, for
which the cause is under
investigation but does not
appear suspicious. There
were no injuries reported.

According to the release,
the apartment had working
smoke detectors which
alerted the occupant to the
fire. The Waukesha Fire
Department thanked the
occupant of Unit No. 12 for
activating the fire alarm
system and assistance evac-
uating people out of the
building prior to their
arrival.
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WAUKESHA – States are
seeing unemployment claims
filed in record numbers due
to COVID-19, but the size of
the spike in claims varies,
depending on the state. 

According to data collected
by WalletHub, Wisconsin’s
rise in employment claims
from January-March 2020
came in at 761.40%. That
might sound like a lot, but
it’s not compared to other
states, like Indiana, which
came in at 3,198.22% during
the same period, or
Louisiana at 5,800.48%.

Last week, unemployment
numbers hit a record high
with 3.3 million Americans
filing initial claims between
March 15 and March 21. That
record was broken again
Thursday, as data from the
Department of Labor showed
an additional 6.6 million peo-
ple filed for unemployment
insurance the following week
ending March 28. 

Unemployment agencies
have struggled to keep up
with the flood of claims, com-
ing in mostly all at once. 

Regarding reasons why
Wisconsin is faring relatively
better than some of its neigh-
bors, one possible explana-
tion is its strong manufactur-
ing sector. “Wisconsin is very
strong in manufacturing,”
said Tim Casey at the Wauke-
sha County Center for
Growth. Many manufactur-
ers, especially those serving
essential industries like
defense and health care, are
still running. 

With a higher than usual
percentage of workers
employed in manufacturing,
the blow to Wisconsin’s
employment numbers may
have been softened by the
fact that many are still work-
ing. 

“What your industry mix
is, and what markets you’re

supplying to, has a lot to do
with the numbers,” Casey
said. 

Akente Ward, economics
instructor at Waukesha
County Technical College,
said rising automation may
have also helped keep manu-
facturing resilient. “More
and more jobs are going
towards automation,” he
said.

Ward said companies rely-
ing on disruptable just-in-
time supply chains may be in
trouble, however, because
they “can’t keep paying
workers if (they) aren’t pro-
ducing any goods.” 

Timing could be a factor
Another potential explana-

tion for Wisconsin’s smaller
than might be expected
unemployment numbers is
timing. Gov. Tony Evers
issued his “Safer at Home”
order March 24, later than
other governors; and the
WalletHub data looks at the
week of March 23, so the
effects of Evers’ order may
not be fully captured by the
data. 

Ward said one thing that
can help keep the economy
going is consumer spending.
“The worst thing we can do
at this time is stop spend-
ing,” he said. Although
instinctually, some might
want to impose austerity at
the microeconomic level,
that effect compounded over
millions of households
would further slow the econ-
omy overall. 

For the time being,
resources remain available
to individuals and business-
es that are struggling. 

“We continue to work
with business of all sizes
that are trying to under-
stand the financial options
that are available to them,”
Casey said, speaking for the
Center for Growth and its
sister organization the
Waukesha County Business
Alliance.

Unemployment
spikes lower for
Wisconsin than

other states 
Strong manufacturing 

may have helped 
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WAUKESHA — As health
care workers and EMS per-
sonnel continue to serve the
community with increased
hours due to the coron-
avirus, local businesses
have been finding ways to
support these individuals.

Amelishan Bridal
Owners David Marquardt

and Shannon Marquardt at
Amelishan Bridal orga-
nized the Healthcare Work-
er Bridal Gown Giveaway
From Amelishan Bridal
online. Amelishan Bridal,
1329 WI-175, Hubertus, is
giving a total of $20,000 in
wedding dresses away in a
competition for 10 winners,
each given $2,000 towards a
dress. The contest is open to
enter and vote on until 11:59
p.m. April 12. 

Co-owner David Mar-
quardt said they have had
over 110 people enter to win
and had almost 30,000 votes.

“Our community’s been
good to us over the years
and we’ve been in business
for about 25 years,” Mar-
quardt said. “The reason we
really decided to do it is we
really felt it was our turn to
give back. We wish we could
do even more.”

Marquardt said they are
paying their employees
through the coronavirus.

“We also want to raise
awareness as well, a lot of
people think what is going
on is mostly about the death
rate, but it really isn’t; it’s
about the hospitals being
overwhelmed and our

health care workers, who
are our customers, it really
has a huge impact on
them,” he said.

So far, response has been
overwhelmingly positive,
he said, and they are seeing
strangers voting. He said
this is a way for them to
thank entrants and high-
light their work.

“Unfortunately, we’ve had
to see a lot of the brides
postpone their weddings
and it’s been pretty heart-
breaking to see,” he said.
“Some of them are still
going through with it,
they’re just kind of modify-
ing their plans.”

Marquardt said people
will find a way to celebrate
with those getting married,
even if it’s a bit later than
planned.

“I think at the end of the
day, kind of the theme of
the contest is love conquers
all,” he said.

To enter the contest, you

can visit  online at
https://woobox.com/bm8b
kt. 

Bucher Law Group
Bucher Law Group, LLC,

located in Delafield, pur-
chased lunches from small
restaurants for a variety of
hospitals on Saturday.

Paul Bucher said they
donated lunches to the ICUs
and ERs at Waukesha
Memorial, Aurora Medical
Center Summit in Wauke-
sha and ProHealth Medical
Group Clinic in
Oconomowoc.

Bucher said they made
sure the food didn’t come
from chain restaurants, but
rather small businesses
that are also struggling, in
order to support them and
also to say thank you to
health care workers.

“They helped me person-
ally with some of my issues
and I just didn’t know how
to thank them,” Bucher

said. “If I had the resources
I would do the same for all
of the firefighters, all of the
EMTS, all of the cops.”

Bullwinkle’s
Bullwinkle’s Sports Bar

in Brookfield donated food
to health care workers at
Ascension SE Wisconsin
Hospital — Elmbrook Cam-
pus on Tuesday.

“We know they’ve been
working so hard with the
coronavirus and we wanted
to give back to the commu-
nity ... so we decided to give
them something healthy
and appreciate all that they
do for us,” Owner Peter
Antonotlunon said.

Bullwinkle’s provided
various wraps in boxed
lunches to the hospital.

“They’re regular cus-
tomers of ours that come in
and give us support, so we
wanted to support them
also,” Antonotlunon said.

Chick-fil-A
Chick-fil-A in Brookfield

Square, 1 N. Moorland
Road, is offering free chick-
en sandwiches to medical
personnel that show their
medical IDs on Mondays for
the time being from 10:30
a.m. to close.

One chicken sandwich is
offered per medical ID.

Marketing Director Holly
Kugler said they are offer-
ing it to all medical person-
nel, such as a nurse, doctor,
someone in administration,
etc.

“We’re trying to give back
to the community and we
know that the medical com-
munity needs it right now
for sure,” said Kugler. 
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Bullwinkle’s in Brookfield donated food to health care workers at Ascension SE Wisconsin Hospital - Elmbrook Campus on
Tuesday.
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Co-owner Shannon Marquardt of Amelishan Bridal, located
in Hubertus, is giving out up to $2,000 towards a bridal gown
to health care workers.
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