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Waukesha HR committee to discuss alderman pay
By Katherine Michalets

kmichalets@conleynet.com
262-513-2644

WAUKESHA — A proposal
by Alderman Aaron Perry to
consider a pay increase for
Waukesha’s Common Coun-
cil will be discussed during
the Thursday Human

Resources Committee meet-
ing at 6:30 p.m.

The agenda item says that
discussion could include cre-
ating a possible study. The
pay increase, if approved,
would be for aldermen elect-
ed or re-elected on or after the
2020 elected cycle, according
to the referral.

“Every year, every single
city employee receives a
raise with the exception of
15 people. Those 15 are the
ones voting on policy and
law,” Perry previously told
The Freeman.

He had said he thinks the
topic is worth examining and
comparing the aldermen’s

pay to the private sector. It’s
been five years since the
aldermen got a raise, he said.
By getting paid more to rep-
resent the city as an alder-
man, Perry believes the city
would attract more candi-
dates when a position opens
up.

Plan Commission
The Plan Commission

will discuss a two-story
office addition for Weldall
Mfg., Inc., 2001 S. Prairie
Ave.

Up for review is the final
site plan & architectural
review for the 9,560-square-
foot addition. Security fenc-
ing for the project is also on
the meeting agenda.

The Plan Commission
will hold a public hearing

for Marincic Services, 1161
Madison St., which seeks a
conditional use permit to
allow operation of a home
industry for repairing auto-
mobiles. 

The Plan Commission
will meet at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday.

Both meetings will be
held in the City Hall Coun-
cil Chambers, 201 Delafield
St.

Weldall wants to add 2-story office addition

By Brian Huber
bhuber@conleynet.com

262-513-2674

WAUKESHA — A Brook-
field man who stiffed con-
tractors that worked with
him to build a new home for
Lake Country Bible Church
five years ago admitted his
guilt in court Friday.

Kevin Wahlgren, 56, plead-
ed guilty to three felony
counts of theft by contractor
in a plea agreement that saw
six other counts and one
uncharged incident dis-
missed and considered for
sentencing.

According to the plea
agreement, if Wahlgren pays
$75,000 in restitution or
something close to it by his
Sept. 20 sentencing date, the
state will recommend a sen-
tence of unspecified prison
time on one count and prison
stayed in favor of probation
on the other two. If restitu-
tion falls short, the state will
make an “alternative recom-
mendation,” court records
indicate.

The defense is free to

argue its own sentence and
any restitution figure if if
exceeds $75,000.

Defense attorney Brent
Nistler on Friday said, “I’ve
got no comment, thanks,”
before hanging up on a
phone call before a specific
question about the matter
was asked.

According to a criminal
complaint, a Lake Country
Bible Church official report-
ed to authorities the church
contracted with Wahlgren to
be the general contractor for
construction of its new
church on Watertown Plank
Road in Nashotah. Wahlgren
was to make withdrawals
from an account to pay sub-
contractors as needed, but
the complaint identified six
instances where Wahlgren
withdrew a total of $466,912
to pay contractors, who later
allegedly reported they did
not receive the payments.

In one case, a contractor
received a check for $39,600
from Wahlgren, but then was
asked not to cash it; the con-
tractor asked four times
when the check could be

cashed only to be told
Wahlgren did not have suffi-
cient funds to cover it, the
complaint said. 

Another contractor who
was owed $30,000 tried to
cash a $15,000 check only to
have it bounce a year after
entering into the contract,
the complaint said. A roofing
contractor reported it took
several calls to Wahlgren’s
firm to get paid, and when
they finally got a check and
went to cash it, they learned
the firm had put a “stop pay-
ment” order on it with no
explanation, the complaint
added.

Dennis Cimpl with Preci-
sion Rail and Mfg. in Oak
Creek, which also worked
with Wahlgren on a project
that he said became “unrav-
eled,” told The Freeman his
company paid about $150,000
to Wahlgren, who never paid
subcontractors, causing
them to seek payment direct-
ly from the company in a
process which “put us at a
little disadvantage” amid a
delayed project and
increased costs.

Contractor guilty in fraud case

By Brian Huber
bhuber@conleynet.com

262-513-2674

WAUKESHA — A Wauke-
sha man was charged Friday
after he allegedly posted a
Facebook live video in
which he threatened “seri-
ous boom” and said he’d
checked places to plant
bombs at Potawatomi Bingo
& Casino in Milwaukee this
week.

Brian Hoffman, 31, was
charged Friday in Waukesha
County Circuit Court with
disorderly conduct and, due
to a previous conviction,
faces an enhanced penalty of
up to two years in prison if
convicted.

A criminal complaint said
a CrimeStoppers tip to
police on Wednesday report-
ed Hoffman made a Face-
book video in which he stat-
ed he left bombs at the casi-
no or scoped out places to do
so. Police observed the
video, in which Hoffman
said he set up some sites
where he could do some
“serious ‘(expletive) boom,’”

the complaint said. 
In the video he made refer-

ences to AIDS and South
Africa as well, then “stated
Potawatomi would be get-
ting the next big bang theory
in their parking lot,” the
complaint said. It added
Hoffman, in the video, first
said he was serious about
the threat, then said he was-
n’t serious about it, the com-
plaint said.

When contacted by police,
who saw the video on Hoff-
man’s phone with him, Hoff-
man seemed embarrassed
and told an officer repeated-
ly he could just delete it, the
complaint said. “When
asked what he was talking
about in those threats, he
admitted that it was him in
the video and claimed that
somebody had taken control
of his body during the video
and was forcing him to say
things. He then began talk-
ing about how the FBI and
the CIA were controlling
him,” the complaint said.

Hoffman also told a police
officer he should know the
threats weren’t real and, as

an American, he couldn’t
see how he’d face potential
charges of making a terror-
ist threat, the complaint
said.

He was released Friday
after signing a $750 signa-
ture bond, with the condi-
tions he avoid the casino and
possess no dangerous
weapons or firearms. He
may have access to social
media but not make any
posts or comments, court
records show. He is due in
court again July 17.

Waukesha man charged over
alleged video threat against casino

Ashley Haynes/Freeman Staff

A need for speed
PEWAUKEE — Middle school students gathered at Waukesha County Technical College Fri-
day afternoon to race their custom-made, remote-controlled vehicles as part of a Nitro-X
summer camp. Friends and family were present to cheer the students on as they raced their
vehicles around an intricate track filled with twists, turns and jumps. From left: Eric Perrin and
Andrew Hunter race their vehicles Friday while atop a raised stage area that allowed them
to see the whole racetrack.

Max Prigge stands next to a
rocket-shaped trophy he
received for taking second
place in his round of races dur-
ing the Nito-X summer camp.

Several volunteers were on hand Friday afternoon at Wauke-
sha County Technical College to help middle school students
race their remote-controlled vehicles as part of a Nitro-X
summer camp.

Brecken Angove sings the
national anthem during the
Nitro-X summer camp Friday.

Middle school students who attended Waukesha County
Technical College’s Nitro-X summer camp each made their
own remote-controlled vehicles.
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