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Students in the Automotive Technologies course at Waukesha County Technical College’s summer camp program learn the
working parts of a car.

Exploring STEM and more
WCTC offers hands-on camp for students
By Ashley Haynes
Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA — Mechanical, technological and science-based jobs have been
brought to the national center of conversation, especially after the recent
announcement that Foxconn
will be building a $10 billion
plant in Wisconsin and create up to 13,000 jobs. Preparing the future workforce for
those jobs is also a topic that
requires
planning
and
Waukesha County Technical
College is helping the future
generation get a head start.
“We wanted to take a look
at all of our programs
across the campus and give
students the opportunity to
explore a variety of program areas,” said Mike
Shiels, dean of WCTC’S
School of Applied Technologies.
WCTC has been offering

students the opportunity to
explore different careers
through a summer camp
program. It began July 31
and continues through
Thursday. Sixth- through
eighth-grade students had
plenty of memorable experiences. Different activities
varied from the chance to
see exactly what happens in
an operating room to learning what’s underneath the
hood of a car. A majority of
the activities kids could
choose from had a STEM
focus, but there were also
artistic pursuits available to
provide a well-balanced
assortment.
“That’s exactly what we
wanted to do,” said Shiels.
“We wanted to offer a wide
array to get kids thinking
about different career opportunities.”
Students were able to participate in a total of eight
activities, attending two
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each day. Each group was
mentored by WCTC staff
and taught real-world information. In the surgical technology
class,
students
worked through real-life
simulations of an operating
room and learned about the
tools doctors use. Shiels says
the most popular activities
this year were mechanical
design, architecture, IT programming and criminal justice. Around 30 kids total
were enrolled, with that
number split pretty evenly
between girls and boys.
Shiels wants to expose
kids to different career
paths as early as possible.
“We really think that even
middle school might be too
late,” said Shiels. “I think
firefighters go in and visit
kindergarten classrooms —
the earlier we can start
exposing kids the better.”
With the arrival of Foxconn, Shiels hopes the pro-

gram will expand in numbers so that WCTC can mentor children from a young
age, all the way up to the
point where they’ll start
exploring colleges. Although
WCTC has held similar
camps in the past, this is the
first one offered with such a
wide range of topics to
choose from.
“Our vision for this camp
is to continue to offer these
exploratory experiences in
middle schools and to build
up and offer them to high
school students as well,”
said Shiels.
At the college level,
WCTC’s School of Applied
Technology offers 28 different programs and apprenticeships for college-aged
(and some times even high
school) students. The school
provides technology-based,
hands-on learning opportunities for students within
the STEM fields.
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