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Rubin to bike
halfway across
U.S. to raise

funds for fighting
pancreatic cancer 

By Brandon Anderegg
Special to the Freeman 

WAUKESHA — Equipped
with a steel Marrakesh tour-
ing bike, camping gear, his
“attack of the eighties
playlist” and other on-the-
road necessities, Rob
“Tyger” Rubin, 46, will
pedal halfway across the
U.S. using Wage Hope My
Way to raise funds for the
Pancreatic Cancer Action
Network.

Starting in Seattle and
traveling 2,667 miles on a
two-month route to Milwau-
kee, the driving force behind
Rubin’s adventure is that he
lost both his parents to pan-
creatic cancer. His journey
begins on Friday, Aug. 4, the
day his late father would
have turned 78 years old.

“The last time I saw my
dad, he asked me what I was
going to do with the cycling
stuff,” said Rubin, a Wauke-
sha resident. “I showed him
some pictures of a trip in
October and this map I had
put together of a half-coun-
try ride I hoped to do some
day.”

Rubin said his father
wished him luck and that he
hoped he could do it. His
father was gone two days
later.

Rubin’s mom was diag-
nosed in 2001 and fought for
the disease nine months. In
2015, his father was also
diagnosed with pancreatic
cancer. He said his father
fought it for 18 months
through major surgery
called a Whipple procedure
and chemotherapy.

In 2016, it was estimated
that 53,070 adults in the
United States would be diag-
nosed with pancreatic can-
cer and that 41,780 of them
would not survive, accord-
ing to cancer.net. The one-
year survival rate of pancre-
atic cancer patients who do
not have surgery is 29 per-
cent and the five-year sur-
vival rate is seven percent,
according to the same web-
site.

Rubin said pancreatic can-
cer is difficult to diagnose
because there are no specif-
ic, cost-effective screening
tests that can easily find
early-stage pancreatic can-

cer in those who do not show
symptoms. For this reason,
the Tyger hopes to raise
$5,000 for research and clini-
cal trials through the Pan-
creatic Cancer Action Net-
work.

“I’m not a doctor and I’m
not a researcher but what I
can do is help raise money
for much-needed research
that might find a cure some-
day,” said Rubin. “If that
happens someday, that’s the
whole point, that’s what I
wanted to do with this.” 

He will travel through
Washington, Idaho, Mon-
tana, North Dakota, Min-
nesota and finally back to
Wisconsin, following a route
with marked campsites that
has been blazed by the
Adventure Cycling Associa-
tion.

‘Living like 
I’m on the bike’

Rubin admits that while
the expedition is daunting,
he welcomes the uncertain-
ty. He has 12 maps, three of
which are through Mon-
tana. He hopes to average
about 50 miles a day, includ-
ing rests.

“It takes something com-
pletely bonkers to get on a
bike and go for a couple of
months,” said Rubin. “The
map set is huge and every
time I open it up I’m like,
OK, this is a lot longer than
I think it is.”

For Rubin, this trip is not
just a spur of the moment
decision but rather a calcu-
lated adventure that has
been in the works for more
than 10 months. He’s done
several long distance rides
including Ride Across Wis-
consin (RAW), a 175-mile
ride from Dubuque, Iowa to
Kenosha. He takes his
training seriously, some-
times doing 30 to 60-mile
rides daily and even eating
the same dry, non-perish-

able foods that he’ll have on
the journey.

“I’ve basically been liv-
ing like I’m on the bike,”
said Rubin. “It’s part of the
dialing in process.”

At the same time, Rubin
knows this expedition will
be different. In the first two
weeks, he will pass at least
three peaks: Washington,
Loop Loop and Sherman,
all of which include trails
with an elevation of at
least 4,000. Rubin, who said
his gear weighs 85-95
pounds, will have to pedal
all the way to the top.

“All the bags, all the
weight, all the water, all of
the food, everything,” said
Rubin. “Pushing that uphill
is going to be a struggle and
controlling that downhill is
going to be a white-knuckle
ride.”

But his planned trip
through the Rocky Moun-
tains does not come without
its rewards. He said he’s
excited to be out of cell
range and to be standing at
the top of the Great Divide.
He’s even going to take a
detour to Missoula for free
ice cream.

“It’s a 60-mile detour for
free ice cream,” said Rubin.
“But, FREE ICE CREAM!”

Risk reduction
A journey of this magni-

tude can of course be risky.
Rubin said while there have
been a lot of logistics to sort
out, he’s done what he can to
minimize risks. Some of his
worries are landslide-cov-
ered trails in Montana, get-
ting hit by cars, someone
stealing his bike and the
unpredictability of nature
(weather and wildlife).

“Going through northern
Washington State is basical-
ly going through bear coun-
try,” said Rubin. “Yesterday,
I had to buy a bear canister
in order to store food in.”

Rubin quoted the words
of American rock climber,
environmentalist and
founder of the Patagonia
brand Yvon Chouinard:

‘“It’s not an adventure until
something goes wrong.’
With that being said, I’m
trying to keep this as least
adventurous as possible.”

Rubin will have a satellite
navigation unit so that peo-
ple can track his progress.
He also plans on live-
streaming his trip between
4 p.m and 7 p.m. local time
on Facebook or a similar
platform. He also wants
people to know that if they
live somewhere along the
route that they can feel free
to join him for a couple of
miles.

To track Rubin’s ride or to
donate to the cause, visit
https://www.riverottercy-
cling.club/track. For more
information about the Pan-
creatic Cancer Action Net-
work, visit https://www.pan-
can.org/about-us/vision-of-
progress/.
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Congratulations...

Heather Pfalz
Bank Manager

Downtown Waukesha  
 (262) 549-8519 | hpfalz@waukeshabank.com

NMLS #: 585590

Waukesha State Bank is pleased to announce the new  
Bank Manager of its Downtown Waukesha office, Heather Pfalz.

 Heather started her career with Waukesha State Bank in 1997 as a teller and has held 
various positions during her employment. She was promoted to bank officer in 2003, 

assistant vice president in 2010 and vice president in May of this year. She has managed 
the bank’s Meadowbrook Road, Oconomowoc and Sussex offices. In her new role as 
the Downtown Waukesha bank manager, Pfalz will be responsible for all aspects of 
daily office operations, including business development, personnel management, 

customer service, lending, relationship management and community service.

Visit Heather for all your banking and financial service needs!

www.WaukeshaBank.com | Member FDIC

MADISON — State Sen.
Leah Vukmir,  R–Brook-
field, Tuesday endorsed
Gov. Scott Walker’s request
of the White House and
Congress to send states
block grants, giving them
full responsibility for
health care programs.

“Health care is very per-
sonal,” said Vukmir, chair
of the Senate Health &
Human Services Commit-
tee. “That’s why those
closest to our constituents,
not Washington bureau-
crats, should be responsi-
ble for tailoring our pro-
grams to fit Wisconsin’s
needs. A successful repeal
of Obamacare begins with
the federal government
handing over the reins to
the states.”

Vukmir said Wisconsin
has a proven track record
of taking care of its own
citizens, covering everyone
in poverty and expanding
BadgerCare Plus for
approximately 147,000 citi-
zens. Republicans rejected

M e d i c a i d
e x p a n s i o n
under Oba-
macare, and
as a result of
s u c c e s s f u l
i n i t i at ive s,
W i s c o n s i n
avoided a gap
in coverage,

she said.
“It isn’t the federal gov-

ernment’s job to push one-
size-fits-all health care on
all 50 states,” Vukmir said.
“Decisions  about health
policy should be made at
the state level, where we
can have the most impact
encouraging innovation
and expanding choice.”

— Freeman Staff

NEW BERLIN — A man
who had been the assistant
manager at a branch of the
TCF National Bank in New
Berlin allegedly defrauded
the bank of $18,579.

According to a criminal
complaint, the man had
access to the money
between Oct. 18, 2016 and
Feb. 15, 2017. The branch of
TCF Bank affected was
closed on Feb. 16, 2017. The
complaint states that
police responded to an
ongoing embezzlement
investigation by a corpo-
rate internal investigator
with TCF Bank. The inves-
tigator told police that the
ex-employee utilized TCF’s
systems to credit his own
TCF checking account for
a total of $16,795 in
fee/reversal credit. He
allegedly credited himself
with 89 fee/reversals for
around $200 apiece, as well
as several others. The
remaining $1,784 was
deposited into different
accounts. 

The man was identified
by a personal login used to
make the transactions and
by surveillance footage
that showed him using the
computer linked to the
transactions. Each com-
puter at TCF Bank has its
own terminal number. For
each fraudulent fee/rever-
sal, the defendant was
logged into the computer
in question. 

The complaint says that
most of the money went
directly into the man’s
account, but he also
allegedly deposited money
into his girlfriend’s
account.

A TCF Bank spokeswom-
an familiar with the case
declined to comment.

Police spoke with the
man, who had moved from
the state, and explained
the investigation to him.
When asked if he could
come into the station to
talk, the man stated he
now works in Virginia.
Police later found out that
he is actually employed in
New York. 

He later told police that
he has no intentions of
coming back to Wisconsin
and was notified that he
would likely be charged by
the Waukesha County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office for
an extraditable offense
with a warrant. 

The man denied that he
had ever performed any
fee/reversals to his own
TCF Bank account. He
later admitted that he did
incur fees on his account
fairly regularly since it
was his “fund account.” He
also said that if he did give
any customers more
money than they should
have received it was an
“oversight”.

— Freeman Staff

Man allegedly
embezzled over
$18,000 from 

TCF Bank

DELAFIELD — Members
of the Promotional and
Tourism Council nominat-
ed a new tourism director
during a meeting on Tues-
day morning, according to
Delafield Mayor Michele

DeYoe.
DeYoe said they are still in

the process of filing paper-
work and she is not yet ready
to disclose whom the council
nominated. 

— Freeman Staff

Delafield Promotional
and Tourism Council

nominates new director 

Vukmir supports federal 
block grants for state 
health care programs 

Vukmir
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Students in the Automotive Technologies course at Waukesha County Technical College’s summer camp program learn the
working parts of a car.

By Ashley Haynes
Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA — Mechani-
cal, technological and sci-
ence-based jobs have been
brought to the national cen-
ter of conversation, espe-
cially after the recent
announcement that Foxconn
will be building a $10 billion
plant in Wisconsin and cre-
ate up to 13,000 jobs. Prepar-
ing the future workforce for
those jobs is also a topic that
requires planning and
Waukesha County Technical
College is helping the future
generation get a head start.

“We wanted to take a look
at all of our programs
across the campus and give
students the opportunity to
explore a variety of pro-
gram areas,” said Mike
Shiels, dean of WCTC’S
School of Applied Technolo-
gies.

WCTC has been offering

students the opportunity to
explore different careers
through a summer camp
program. It began July 31
and continues through
Thursday. Sixth- through
eighth-grade students had
plenty of memorable experi-
ences. Different activities
varied from the chance to
see exactly what happens in
an operating room to learn-
ing what’s underneath the
hood of a car. A majority of
the activities kids could
choose from had a STEM
focus, but there were also
artistic pursuits available to
provide a well-balanced
assortment.

“That’s exactly what we
wanted to do,” said Shiels.
“We wanted to offer a wide
array to get kids thinking
about different career oppor-
tunities.”

Students were able to par-
ticipate in a total of eight
activities, attending two

each day. Each group was
mentored by WCTC staff
and taught real-world infor-
mation. In the surgical tech-
nology class, students
worked through real-life
simulations of an operating
room and learned about the
tools doctors use. Shiels says
the most popular activities
this year were mechanical
design, architecture, IT pro-
gramming and criminal jus-
tice. Around 30 kids total
were enrolled, with that
number split pretty evenly
between girls and boys. 

Shiels wants to expose
kids to different career
paths as early as possible.

“We really think that even
middle school might be too
late,” said Shiels. “I think
firefighters go in and visit
kindergarten classrooms —
the earlier we can start
exposing kids the better.”

With the arrival of Fox-
conn, Shiels hopes the pro-

gram will expand in num-
bers so that WCTC can men-
tor children from a young
age, all the way up to the
point where they’ll start
exploring colleges. Although
WCTC has held similar
camps in the past, this is the
first one offered with such a
wide range of topics to
choose from.

“Our vision for this camp
is to continue to offer these
exploratory experiences in
middle schools and to build
up and offer them to high
school students as well,”
said Shiels.

At the college level,
WCTC’s School of Applied
Technology offers 28 differ-
ent programs and appren-
ticeships for college-aged
(and some times even high
school) students. The school
provides technology-based,
hands-on learning opportu-
nities for students within
the STEM fields. 

Email: ahaynes@conleynet.com

Exploring STEM and more
WCTC offers hands-on camp for students

A Tyger on the trail 
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Rubin says his 2,660 mile bike ride will take about two
months. He plans on averaging 50 miles a day with rests
included.

Submitted photo

Rob Rubin gears up for a
ride just off the Glacial
Drumlin Trail near Waterville.


